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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac.  Convened  in  the  Reformed  Church 
of  Frederick  City,  Md.,  April  l^ih,  A.  D.  1873, /or  the  purpose  of 
organization. 


MEETING  TO  ORGANIZE  THE  DISTRICT  SYNOD  OF  THE 
POTOMAC    OF    THE    REFORMED    CHURCH   IN    THE 

UNITED  STATES. 

The  Ministers  and  delegated  Elders  of  the  Classes  of  Mercers- 
burg,  Zion,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  assembled  in 
Convention  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick  City,  Maryland, 
on  Friday  evening,  April  18th,  A.  D.  1873,  at  7i  o'clock,  agreeably 
to  the  following  action  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  convened  in  Martinsburg,  West  Virginia,  last  Octo- 
ber:— "The  Classes  of  Mercersburg,  Zion,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
North  Carolina,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes, 
requested  Synod  to  take  measures  to  have  them  organized  into  a  Dis- 
trict Synod.     It  was 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  be  requested  to  orgnnize  the 
Classes  of  Mercersburg,  Zion,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Caro- 
lina, into  a  District  Synod,  as  desired  by  the  said  Classes ;"  and  to 
the  following  action  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  held  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  last  No- 
vember and  December,  viz.  :  "  The  District  Synod  in  the  United 
States,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  said  Synod, 
requested  the  General  Synod  to  organize  the  ClaFfies  of  Mercersburg, 
Zion,  Maryland,  Virginia^  and  North  Carolina,  into  a  District  Synod. 
It.  was,  on  motion, 

;R€solvedy  That  the  request  of  the  Synod  in  the  United  States,  in 
r^rd  to  the  organization  of  a  new  District  Synod,  be  granted,  and 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  to  this  body,  such  measures 
as  are  necessary  in  order  to  effect  the  new  organization. 

;  The  Committee  consists  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  N.  S. 
Strassburger,  Dr.  J.  0.  Miller,  and  Elders  Christian  M.  Boush  and 
Jacob  Smith. 

The  Committee  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted : 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  suitable  action  in  regard  to 
the  formation  of  a  new  Synod,  composed  of  the  Glasses  of  Zion, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Mercersburg,  and  North  Carolina,  beg  leave  to 
report : 

1.  That  all  the  preliminary,«Constitutional  and  Synodical  require- 
ments in  the  case  have  been  complied  with. 

2.  That  the  Classes  of  Zion,  5lary]and,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
and  Mercersburg,  are  hereby  constituted  a  Synod,  tc  be  known  as  the 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

3.  That  the  ministers  and  delegated  elders  of  said   Classes,  shall 

meet  in  convention,  in  the  city  of  Frederick,  Md.,  on  the day  of 

■,  1873,  to  organize  said   Synod,  to    determine  its    name,  and 

transact  such  other  business  as  may  properly  claim  its  attention. 

4.  That  the  opening  sermon  on  the  occasion  shall  le  preached  by 
the  Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D.  D.,  of  Frederick,  who  shall  also  pre- 
side at  the  organizaticn  of  the  Synod. 

5.  That  the  time  for  the  organization  of  the  Synod  shall  be  de- 
termined by  a  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Zacha- 
rias and  the  Presidents  of  the  several  Classes  above  named,  by  whom 
due  notice  of  the  time  agreed  upon  shall  be  given.'' 

And  pursuant  to  the  following  notice,  published  in  the  Reformed 
Church  Messenger  of  February  19th,  1873,  and  subsequent  issues  : 


"MEETING  FOR  ORGANIZATION. 

The  undersigned  hereby  notifies  the  members  of  the  Classes  of 
Zion,  Mercersburg,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  that  a 
meeting  will  be  held  in  Frederick  City,  Md.,on  the  first  Friday  after 
Easter  (April  18th),  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ing a  Synod,  under  the  authority  granted  for  that  end  by  the  late 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States.  The 
punctual  attendance  of  the  ministers  of  the  Classes  named,  and  of 
the  delegated  elders  from  each  charge,  is  requested. 

Daniel  Zacharias. 

Frederick,  Md.,  Feb.  13/A,  1873." 

In  consequence  of  the  removal  by  death  from  the  Church  militant 
of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D  D.,  March  31st,  A.  D.  1873,  who 
had  been  thus  designated  by  the  General  Synod,  to  preach  the  open- 
ing sermon  and  preside  at  the  organization  of District  Synod,  the 

opening  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  of 
York,  Pa.,  he  having  been  requested  to  do  so  by  the  late  Dr.  Zacha- 
rias, a  few  weeks  previous  to  his  d"ath.  The  sermon  was  preached 
from  1  Cor.  3:11:  "  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that 
is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ." 

The  Convention  was  thereup:n  called  to  order  by  the  Rev.  J.  O. 
Miller.     On  motion.  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller  was  appointed  President  pro 
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tempore,  and  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  Secrciari/.  At  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn  until  to-mor- 
row morning  at  9  o'clock.  Closed  with  the  doxology  and  apostolic 
benediction  by  the  Prer^ident. 


SECOND  SESSION. 

Saturday  Morning,  April  19th,  1873. 

The  Convention  met,  agreeably  to  adjournment  last  evening,  at 
9  o'clock  this  morning.  The  session  was  opened  with  singing,  and 
prayer  by  the  President. 

The  minutes  of  last  evening's  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  roll  was  then  formed,  and  the  following  ministers  and   dele- 
gated elders  were  found  to  be  in   attendance,  viz  :  from  (Jie   Clussfs 
of  Zion,  Kev.  Jacob   Sechler.  Jacob  O.   Miller,  D.   D.,  William   K. 
Zieber,  William  II.  H.  Deatrich,  Jacob  D.   Zehring,  James   Craw- 
ford, ]-.ewi8  1).  Steckel,  and  elders  Israel  Laucks,  John   H.  Yost,  J. 
P.    ilassler,  George  Hoobaugh,  and  F.    M.   McKeehan  ;  from  the 
Classis  of  Mori/landj  Rev.  Joseph   W.  Santie,  George  L.   Stale}', 
Frederick   A.   Rupley,  Edmund  R.   Eschbach,  Nicholas  E.   Gil  s, 
William     Goodrich,  Simon    S.    Miller,    J.    Spangler     Kitffer,  W. 
Augustus  Gring,  Abner  11.   Kremer,  Jacob  Hassler,  Daniel    Gaos, 
D.  D.,  William  F.   Colliflcwer,  John   M.  Souder,  Herman  BieU'eld, 
Mortimore  L.  Shuford,  and  Elders  Louis  Markell,  Georj^e   l*earson, 
Frederick  K.   Stone,  Joshua  Motter,  Henry  Winter,  Goldsboro  S. 
Griffith,  David  S.  Firor,  David  C.  Hammond,  Jacob  Zimmerman,  F. 
W.  Sellhausen,  Ezra  Williard,  and  Peter  Baer ;  from  the  Classis  of 
Virginia,  Rev,  Henry  St.  John  Rinker,  Henry  Wissler,  Stephen  K. 
Kremer,  Samuel  N.   Callender,  Joseph   S.   Loose,  Joel   T.   Rossitcr, 
and  Elders  William  A.  Cushwa,  Peter  8.  Roller,  Reuben    Huffman, 
John  Nicely,  and  William  W.  Wenner ;  from  the    Classu  of  North 
Carolina,  Rev.  Peter  M.  Trexler ;  o7id  from  the  Classis  rf  Piercers- 
hurfjy  Rev.   W^illiam  M.  Deatrick,  Isaac  G.   Brown,  Nehemiah  II. 
Sk>le8  Elnathan  E.  Higbee,  D.  D.,  Peter  S.   Davis,  William  C.  Ji. 
Shulenberger',  Daniel  Y.  Hcisler,  Moses  Kieffer,  D    D.,  Harrison  H. 
W.  Hibbhman,  John  A.  Peters,  Ellis  N.  Kremer,  Ambrose  C.  Geary, 
"William  D.  Lefevre,  and  Elders  Abraham  Weisel,  John  B.   Kieffer, 
Jacob  Heyser,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  John  A.  Mowry,  James  P.  Shoe- 
maker, and  Michael  Sprenkle. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

An  election  for  permanent  officers  was  thereupon  held.  Rev.  F.  A. 
Rupley  and  G.  L.  Staley  acting  as  tellers,  which  resulted  in  the 
choi'C  of 

Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  President. 
jCRev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

Rev.  J.  W.  San  TEE,  Corresponding  Secretary, 

Eider  Louis  Markell,  Treasurer. 
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The  Stated  Clerk,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  were 
elected  by  acclamation. 

The  following:  members  of  other  District  Synods  being  present,  were 
received  as  advisory  members,  viz.:  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.D.,  T.  G. 
Apple,  D.D.,  A.  H.  Kremer,  D  D.,  and  C  U.  Heilman,  of  the  Synod 
in  the  United  States,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Love,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod. 
Elders,  George  Sherman,  from  Virginia  Classis,  \Vm.  A.  Wilt,  from 
Zion's  Clasiis,  David  Zcller,  from  Slaryland  Classis,  and  Edward  J. 
Zahm,  from  Lancaster  Classis,  were  also  received  as  advisory  members. 

The  presence  of  the  following  ministers  of  other  denominations 
was  announced :  Revs.  Dr.  Dichl,  J.  F.  Probst  and  D.  Steck  of  the 
Lutheran  Church;  Rev.  Robert  H  Williams  and  T.  M.  Cann  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church ;  Rev.  Job  A.  Price  of  the  Methodist  Church  ; 
and  Rev.  A.  M.  Evers  of  the  Uni»ed  Brethren  Church. 

A  Committee  on  Religious  Services  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Rev.  G.  L.  Staley,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  S.  S.  Miller,  and  Elder  L. 
Markell. 

The  Synod  defined  the  Bar  of  the  House  to  be  the  seventh  pew 
from  the  front. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing 
the  present  sessions:  The  Morning  Session  to  open  at  9  and  close 
at  12  o'clock ;  the  Afternoon  Session  to  open  at  2  and  close  at  5  o'clock. 

The  authorities  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  located  at  Frederick  City,  extended  an  invitation  to  Synod 
to  visit  said  Institution.  The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  3  o'clock 
on  Monday  afternoon  was  fixed  upon  to  make  said  visit  by  Synod. 

The  Rules  of  Order  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States  were  adopted  as  the  rules  by  which  this  Synod 
shall  be  governed  in  its  deliberations  during  the  present  sessions. 

NAME  OF  SYNOD. 

An  election  was  next  held  by  ballot  to  determine  the  choice  of  a 
name  for  this  District  Synod,  Revs.  W.  Goodrich  and  E.  R.  Eschbach 
acting  as  tellers. 

The  names  proposed  were:  **  Synod  of  the  Potomic  ;*'  "Synod  of 
Baltimore;"  '*  Synod  of  the  South;"  "Heidelberg  Synod;"  "Pa- 
latinate  Synod,"  and  "  Mercersburg  Synod." 

The  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  "  The  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
mac." The  Synod  op  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church 
IN  the  Unitkd  States  was  accordingly  adopted,  as  the  name  and 
title  of  this  District  S>nod. 

Permission  was  granted  to  Dr.  Correll  to  make  some  statements 
this  afternoon  in  regard  to  a  certain  property  near  Taney  town,  Md., 
that  can  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  a  Female  Seminary. 

An  Overture  was  received  from  the  District  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  making  certain  propositions  in 
regard  to  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lan  ^aster,  Pa.,  Home  Missions, 
and  kindred  objects,  and  boundaries  of  the  thrca  Eastern  District 
Synods. 


This  overture  was  referred  to  a  special  coinmittee,  consisting  of 
Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  Elder  A.  B.  Winperd. 

Synod  adjourned.  Closed  with  singing  and  prayer  by  Rev.  S.  N. 
Callender. 


THIRD  SESSION. 

Saturday  Afternoon,  April  19th,  1878. 

The  Synod  met  at  the  appointed  hour  this  afternoon.  The  roll 
was  called,  and  quorum  found  to  be  presents  The  session  was  opened 
with  singing  and  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee. 

Dr.  Correll  th^n  made  certain  statements  in  relation  to  the  property 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Taneytown,  Md.,  with  a  view  to  its  purchase 
by  Synod  for  a  Female  Seminary,  but  Synod  took  no  action  in  regard 
to  the  mattt>r. 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services  would  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  report  the  following  appointments  : 

Prepiratory  services  to  the  holy  Communion  in  this  church  to- 
night.    Sermon  by  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown. 

Holy  Communion  in  this  church  t  -morrow  morning.  Sermon  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Higbee.  Sermon  in  the  evening  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Kieflfer. 
Sunday-school  services  in  the  aiternoon.  Addresses  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Miller,  P.  8.  Davis,  and  Elder  E.  J.  Zahm. 

St.  John's  Reformed  Church :  Morning,  Rev.  J.  D.  Zehring. 
Evening,  Rev.  J.  Sechler. 

Lutheran  Church :  Morning,  Rev.  Dr.  Kieffer.  Evening,  Rev. 
P.  S.  Davis.     Afternoon,  German,  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heis'er. 

Presbyterian  Church:  Morning,  Rev  J.  T.  Rossiter.  Afternoon, 
Rev.  J.  A.  Peters. 

Methodist  Church  :  Morning,  Rev.  J.  Crawford.  Evening,  Rev. 
P.  M.  Trexler. 

Methodist  Church,  South :  Morning,  Rev.  W.  C.  B.  Shulenberger. 
Evening,  Rev.  J.  Crawford. 

African  Methodist  Church  :  Morning,  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber.  After- 
noon, Rev.  Dr.  Kremer. 

African  Methodist  E.  Church:  Morning,  Rev.  H.  H.  W.  Hibsh- 
•man.     Afternoon,  Rev.  L.  D.  Steckel.     Evening,  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee. 

Montevue  Hospital:  Rev  W.  F.  CoUiflowor. 

County  Jail :  Rev.  W.  Goodrich. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
Geo.  Lewis  St  a  ley, 

E.  R.  EsciiBAcn,  I  ^        .,. 

G   c   xf,,r««  y  Committee. 

b.  o.  Miller, 

Louis  Markell, 
The  Committee  to  whom  the  Overture  from  the  District  Synod  of 
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the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  was  referred,  suhmittcd 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz.  : 

The  Documents  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee  contain 
'*  Extracts,"  duly  authenticated,  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  assembled  in  special  ses- 
sions, in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  February  19th  and  20th,  1873. 

The«e  extracts  contain  three  items  claiming  our  attention : 

The  first  item  has  reference  to  the  co-operation  of  this  Synod  in  the 
support  and  management  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster. 
A  Commission  of  three  was  appointed  to  present  to  this  Synod  a  Plan 
of  Union.  The' Commissioners  are  Rev.  Dr.  A.  II.  Kremer,  Rev.  Dr. 
T.  G.  Apple,  and  Elder  K.  J.  Zahm. 

The  second  item  refers  to  the  co  operation  of  this  Synod  in  carrying 
forward  the  work  of  Missions  and  kindred  objects.  A  Committee  of 
Conference  wrus  appointed  to  meet  with  similar  Committees  to  bo 
appointed  respectively  by  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  and  the  Synod  of 
the  Potomac.  The  Comuiis  ioners  named  in  the  first  item  constitute 
this  Committee. 

The  third  item  has  reference  to  the  determination  of  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  three  Ea-^tern  District  Synods, 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States  appointed  a  Committee  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  similar  Committees  to  be  appointed  by  the  other 
Synods  to  carry  out  the  object  specified.  Said  Committee  consists  of 
Rev.  C  H.  Leinbach,  Dr.  A.  II.  Kremer,  Rev.  J.  Beck,  and  Elders 
J.  Laubach,  and  E.  J.  Zahm.  Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  K.  ZiEBKR,  Uliairman. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

BesnlveJ,  That  the  first  and  second  items  of  the  report,  together 
with  the  ncce>sary  papers,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  one  from 
each  Classis  composing  this  Synod,  and  that  this  (Committee  hold  a 
conference  with  the  Commissioners  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  ill  the  United  States,  and  report  to  this  body. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  P.  M.  Trexler, 
E.  R.  Es<.'hbach,  and  Elders  I.  Laucks,  and  J.  Heyser. 

The  following  Committee,  cousisting  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  F.  A. 
Rupley,  and  Elder  J.  P.  Massler,  was  appointed  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  similar  .committees  from  the  other  two  p]astern  District.  Synods,  to 
determine  the  boundaries  between  the  three  Eastern  District  Synods. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolv€<f^  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  nominate 
members  for  election  to  the  Boards  of  Home  Missions  and  Beneficiary 
Education,  and  that  the  same  Committee  also  report  all  other  items 
yet  necessary  for  the  full  organization  of  this  Synod. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Rev.  M.  Kieffer,  J.  W.  Santee,  and 
Elder  F.  M.  McKeehan. 

Synod  adjourned.  Closed  with  the  "  Gloria  Patri,"  and  the  Apos- 
tolic benediction  by  the  Stated  Clerk. 


FOURTH  SESSION. 

Monday  Morning,  April  2l8t,  1873. 

Synod  met  at  the  appointed  hoar  this  morning.  Roll  called,  and 
qnorum  present.     Singing,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber. 

The  minutes  of  Saturday's  sessions  were  read  and  approved. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  Synod  by  the  female  members  of  the 
congregation,  to  participate  in  a  visit  to  Mount  Olivet  Cemetery  to 
the  grave  of  their  late  Pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Zacharias,  with  a  view  to 
hold  decoration  services.     It  was  accordingly, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  accept  the  invitation  of  the  ladies  of  this 
congregation,  to  join  in  a  visit  to  Mount  Olivet  Cemetery,  immediately 
after  the  visit  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  for  the  purpose  of 
decorating  the  grave  of  their  late  pastor  with  flowers,  and  that  the 
ofl&cers  of  Synod  be  a  committee  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

The  following  resolution  was  also  adopted  in  this  connection : 

Rewlvedy  That  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  hold  a  service  in  memory 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Zacharias,  this  evening,  commencing  at  7  J  o^clock,  and 
that  the  officers  of  Synod  be  empowered  to  make  all  necessary  ar- 
rangements. 

Elder  J.  Motter  obtained  leave  of  absence  after  to-day*s  sessions. 

PLACE  AND  TIME  OF  FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

It  was 

Resohed^  That  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac  ''  be  composed  of  all  the  ministers  within  its  bounds^  and 
one  elder  from  each  pastoral  charge.'' 

Chambersfjurfjy  Pa.,  was  selected  as  the  place  for  holding  the  fir.>t 
annual  meetiug  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  Wednesday  Eve- 
ning, October  22d,  A.D.  1873,  at  7i  o'clock,  was  fixed  upon  as  the 
time. 

The  following:  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  directs  the  several  pastoral  charges, 
within  its  bounds,  to  elect  to  the  annual  meeting  in  October  an  Elder, 
and  furnish  him  with  the  proper  credentials. 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  and  delegated  elders,  expecting  to 
attend  the  next  meeting  of  Synod,  be  required  to  forward  in  due  time 
their  names  to  the  Pastor  of  the  Chambersburg  congregation. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  members  for  the  several 
Boards  of  Synod,  and  to  report  all  other  items  yet  necesi^ary  to  the 
full  organization  of  Synod,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  make  suggestions  for  the  complete 
organization  of  Synod  in  the  way  of  electing  Boards  of  Missions, 
Education,  &c. 

Recommend : 

Ist.  The  election  of  a  Board  of  Missions,  which  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  its  own  officers.     The  following  persons  are  nominated  for 
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election  as  the  members  of  this  Board  by  acclamation :  Rev.  J.  0. 
Miller,  E.  U.  Eschbach,  W.  K.  Zieber,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  and 
Elders  W.  A.  Wilt,  H.  Wirt,  and  G.  S.  Griffith. 

2d.  Board  of  Education,  which  shall  have  power  to  elect  its  own 
officers.  The  following  persons  are  nominated  for  election  as  the 
members  of  this  Board  by  acclamation :  Rev.  T.  G.  Brown,  P.  S. 
Davis,  J.  S.  KieflFer,  J.  S.  Foulk,  and  Elders  J.  Heyser,  D.  C.  Ham- 
mond, and  F.  M.  McKecban. 

8d.  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod.  The  following  persons  are  nomi- 
nated for  election  as  the  members  of  this  Board  by  acclamation ; 
Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.D.,  Louis  Markell,  William  Heyser,  Rev.  J. 
0.  Miller,  and  S.  N.  Callender. 

4th.  A  Committee  on  Finance,  who  shall  make  provision,  as  far  as 
possible,  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  Synod.  We  recommend  that 
this  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

^  Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  KiEFFER,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  the  Board  of  Trustees  were  instructed  to  secure  the  in- 
corporation of  Synod,  and  provide  a  suitable  seal  for  the  use  of  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  consists  of  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  J. 
Sechler,  and  Elder  A.  B.  Wiugerd. 

Elder  Henry  Wirt,  from  the  Classis  of  Zion,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat  as  a  member  of  Synod. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposed  Plan  of  Union 
from  the  District  Synod  of  the  United  St  tes,  for  the  support  and 
control  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  the  management  of  the  in- 
terests of  Home  Missions,  reported  as  follows,  which  was  received : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposed  Plan  of  Union 
of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  this 
Synod,  for  the  support  and  control  of  the  Theological  Seminary  and 
the  management  of  the  interest  of  Missions,  would  respectfully  report : 

That  they  had  a  conference  with  the  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Synod  of  the  United  States  to  pieseot  this  subject  to  this  body, 
and  that  after  careful  deliberation^  they  would  beg  to  present  the  fol- 
lowing as  their  report : 

Whereas,  This  Synod,  having  rights  and  privileges  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Lancaster,  in  common  with  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States;  and,  Whereas,  The  Synod  of  the  United  Stat-es  has 
overtured  this  Synod  to  exercise  these  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
election  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the  Trustees  and  Board  of  Visitors, 
to  assist  in  the  miuagemeut  of  the  Seminary ;  and  has  proposed  a 
plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  to  be  perfected  by  the 
co-operation  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh — 

Kes'jlvedj  That  this  Synod  deems  the  plan  proposed  too  compli- 
cated for  successful  operation,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  requests  the  Synod 
of  the  United  States  to  elect  a  due  proportion  of  the  Boards  of  Trus- 
tees and  Visitors,  from  this  Synod,  which  trustees  and  visitors  shall 
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be  nominated  by  this  Synod,  and  that  an  aunual  report  from  eich  of 
said  Boards  shall  be  sent  to  this  body. 

Retolved,  That  in  thus  complying  with  the  request  of  the  Synod  of 
the  United  States,  this  action  shall  in  no  way  be  construed  so  as  to 
prejudice  or  condition  directly  or  indirectly  the  freedom  of  action  of 
this  Synod  in  following  out  any  cdacational  policy  which  she  may 
see  fit  to  devise;  nor  shall  this  action  be  so  taken  as  to  allow  the 
sending  of  an  agent  or  agents  within  the  limits  of  this  Synod  for  the 
collection  of  funds  without  the  express  consent  of  this  body. 

Resolceri,  further,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
a  like  committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  as  proposed  by 
said  body,  upon  the  subject  of  Missions,  and  to  devise  a  plan  of  co- 
operation on  that  subject,  to  be  submitted  to  the  several  Synods  in- 
terested. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  N.  Callender,  "j 

E.    R.    ESCUBACH,     j 

J*.  M.  Trkxler,     y  Committee, 

Israel  Laucks, 

Jacob  Heyser. 
Before  disposing  of  this  report,  the  time  for  adjournment  arrived. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Saotee,  and  Elder  G.  Pearson,  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence after  this  session. 

Synod  adjourned.     Prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher. 


FIFTH  SESSION. 

Monday  Afternoon,  April  21,  1873. 

Synod  assembled  at  the  appointed  hour.  The  Roll  was  called,  and 
quorum  found  to  be  present.  Singing  and  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  A. 
Rupley. 

Rev.  Wm.  C.  Cremer,  and  Elder  John  H.  Bowers,  of  the  Maryland 
Classis,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  as  members  of  Synod. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer  and  H.  II.  W. 
Hibshman,  was  appointed  to  collect  an  as-jessment  of  25  cents  upon 
each  member  of  S^nod  to  compensate  the  sexton  for  his  trouble. 

Elders  P.  S.  Roller,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  and  Rev.  D.  Gans,  II.  H.  W. 
I^ib^?hman,  and  H.  Wissler,  obtained  leave  of  absence  after  to-dayV 
sessions. 

After  further  discussion  the  report  of  tho  committee,  under  con- 
sideration at  the  hour  of  adjournment  this  morning,  was  adopted. 

The  committee  called  for  in  the  last  resolution  consists  of  the 
Board  ol  Missions  elected  this  forenoon. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted. 

WHEfiEAS,  This  Synod  has  heard  of  the  death  in  Lancaster  of 
John  W.  Nevin.  Jr.,  the  son  of  the  venerable  Dr.  John  Williamson 
Nevin;  and,  Whereas,  Most  of  the  members  of  this  Synod  have 
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held  such  rclatioDS  to  the  father  of  the  deceased  as  to  make  them 
ever  ready  to  sympathize  in  his  sorrows  as  well  as  his  joys;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  here- 
with express  their  profound  sympathy  with  Dr.  Nevin  and  family  in 
the  afflicting  dispensation  which  has  just  visited  them,  accompanying 
the  same  with  the  wincere  prayer  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  com- 
fort their  bereaved  hearts  and  load  them  to  look  forward^  with  assured 
confidence,  to  meet  the  deceased  in  that  home,  where  all  those  who 
love  the  Saviour  on  earth  are  forever  blessed  in  flis  presence 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  this  action  of  Synod,  signed  by  its  offi- 
cers, be  published  in  the  ^'Reformed  Church  Messenger,"  and  be  com- 
municated to  the  family. 

It  was 

Resolved^  That  when  we  adjourn  this  afternoon,  it  be  to  meet  a^^^ain 
this  evening  at  7}  o'clock. 

The  Synod  then  in  a  body  made  the  visit  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Asylum.  Immediately  afterwards  Synod  visited  the  grave,  in  Mount 
Olivet  Cemetery,  of  Rev.  Dr.  Zacharias,  and  pariicipated  in  the  cere- 
mony of  decorating  his  grave  as  contemplated  by  the  action  of  Synod 
this  morning.  The  ceremony  was  truly  solemn  and  impressive. 
Synod  adjourned  whilst  standing  around  the  grave,  the  President 
pronouncing  the  apostolic  benediction. 


SIXTH  SESSION. 

Monday  Evening,  April  21,  1873. 

Synod  met  this  evening,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  7}  o'clock. 
About  an  hour  and  a  half  were  spent  in  holding  services  in  memory 
of  Rev  Dr.  Daniel  Zacharias,  consisting  of  singing  and  prayer  led  by 
the  President,  and  memorial  addresses  by  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  Rev.  Dr. 
Kieti'er,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Iligbee. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  :  The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave 
to  offer  the  following  as  their  report. 

Your  committee  estimate  the  expenses  for  the  coming  year  at 
8397.00. 

Salary  of  Stated  Clerk, $  75  00 

Minute  Book, t  00 

Treasurer's  Book, 2  00 

Seal  for  Synod  and  Press 10  00 

Incorporation, 5  00 

Publication  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod, 300  00 

6397  00 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  Synod,  your  committee  has  made  the  fol- 
lowing assessments  : 
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Zioo's  Claasis, 8112  00 

Maryland  Classis, 112  00 

Mercersburg  Classis, 112  00 

Virginia  Classis, 35  00 

North  Carolina  Classis, 30  00 

Total.  $401.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  G.  Brown,       '\ 

J.  Sechler,  >•     Cummitfee, 

A.  B.  WiNGERD.     J 

Rev.  L.  D.  Steckel,  I-  6.  Brown,  J.  D.  Zehring,  J.  Crawford,  and 
Elder  J.  H.  Yost  obtained  leave  of  absence. 
Synod  adjourned.     Prayer  by  the  President. 


SEVENTH  SESSION. 

Tuesday  Morning,  April  22d,  1873. 

Synod  met  at  9  o'clock  this  morning.  Quorum  present.  Singing, 
and  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Sechler. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  sessions  were  read  and  approved. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  Synod  of  Pottstown  in  1871,  assessed  $1,000.00 
towards  meeting  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  late  General  Synod 
— a  due  proportion  of  which  amount  has  been  paid  by  the  Classes 
composing  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  jum  organized;  and,  whereas, 
the  Isite  General  Synod  of  Cincinnati  assessed  upon  ''the  proposed 
new  Synod,"  that  is,  upon  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  for  contingent 
purposes  the  sum  of  $335.00,  whilst  only  S620.00  were  assessed  upon 
the  Synod  of  the  United  States :  and  Whereas,  The  combined 
amount  thus  assessed,  viz. :  $955.00  was  more  than  covered  by  the 
single  assessment  made  by  the  Synoi  of  Pottstown,  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  the  contingent  expenses  assessed,  upon  both  Synods,  by 
the  General  Synod  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  be  respectfully, 
yet  most  urgently  overturcd  to  assume  the  payment  of  the  sum  as- 
sessed ($335.00)  upon  this  Synod  by  the  General  Synod. 

Furthermore,  Whereas,  The  Synod  of  Martinsburg,  in  1872, 
through  a  misapprehension  of  tbe  amount  needed  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  late  General  Synod,  as8es^^ed  a  like  additional  sum  of 
$1,000.00  upon  the  Classes  then  composing  said  Synod,  including  of 
course  the  several  Classes  now  constituting  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac :  and.  Whereas,  said  thousand  dollars  are  not  needed  to 
meet  the  assessment  of  the  General  Synod :  and,  Whereas,  This 
amount  forms  just  five-ninths  of  the  entire  assessments  made  by  the 
Synod  of  Martinsburg  in  1872,  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  this  Synod  most  respectfully  requests  the  Synod  of 
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the  United  States,  to  exonerate  the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod, 
from  the  payment  of  five-ninths  of  said  assessments,  that  is,  Zion's 
Classis  from  the  payment  of  $66.66;  Maryland  Classis  $66.66; 
Mercersburg  Classis  $66.66;  Virginia  Classis  $16.66;  and  North 
Carolina  Classis  $13.88.     MAing  in  all  $230.'3. 

Resohedj  That  the  officers  of  Synod  be  Commissioners  to  attend 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  to  prosecute 
the  requests  of  the  fore<roing  resolutions. 

Resolved,  Further,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  call  the  attention  of  the 
several  Classes  of  this  Synod,  to  this  matter,  and  also  furnish  them 
with  the  assessments  made  upon  them  by  this  Synod. 

Rev.  W.  Goodrich,  S.  N.  C«llender,  H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  J.  S. 
Loose,  D.  Y.  Heisler,  and  Elders  J.  P.  Hassler  and  F.  M.  Mo- 
KeehaU;  obtained  leave  of  absence. 

It  was 

R  soloed.  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to  transmit  to  Rev. 
Dr.  A.  H.  Kremer,  chairman  of  the  Commission  from  the  Synod  of 
the  United  States,  a  certified  copy  of  the  action  of  this  Synod,  in  re- 
gard to  the  overture  from  that  Synod,  and,  that  the  Commission  be 
requested  to  bear  our  Christian  greeting  and  assurance,  that  we  are 
in  full  Theological  sympathy  with  the  Synod  of  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  collect  the  assessment  for  the  sexton^ 
reported  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Comnittee  appointed  to  collect  the  tax  laid  on  the  members 
to  remunerate  the  sexton,  report  that  they  have  collected  and  paid 
over  $17.50.  Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  N.  Kremer, 

H.  H.  W.  HiBSHMAN. 

VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolvtdj  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  this  Synod,  be  tendered 
to  fhe  Consistory  and  members  of  the  Evangelical  Reformed  Church, 
and  other  citizens  of  Frederick  City,  Md.,  for  the  very  liberal  hospi- 
tality and  kind  entertainment  extended  to  its  members,  during  its 
present  sessions,  and  that  the  (Consistory  be  requested  to  have  this 
resolution  read  from  the  pulpit  at  any  early  day;  and,  further,  that 
the  Consistory  be  also  requested  to  have  it  published  in  the  several 
papers  of  the  place. 

Resolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  tendered  to  the  officers 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  Hanover  Branch,  Littlestown  Branch, 
and  Frederick  and  Pennsylvania  Line  Railroads,  for  permitting  its 
members  to  pass  over  their  respective  roads  at  reduced  faro. 

The  roll  was  called  and  none  found  absent  without  permission. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  the  singing 
of  the  Gloria  Patri,  the  Lord's  prayer,  and  the  Apostolic  benedic- 
tion by  the  President. 

Attest,  J.  0.  Miller,  Presi'dent, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ART.  VIII.  Minutes  of  Synod. 
ART.  IX.  Overtures. 
ART.  X.  Minutes  of  Classes. 

ART.  XI.  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 
ART.  XII.  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. 
ART.  XIII.  Education. 
ART.  XIV.  Missions. 
ART.  XV.  Finance. 
ART.  XVI.  Appeals  and  References. 
ART.  XVII.  Complaints. 
ART.  XVIII.  Sunday  Schools. 
ART.  XIX.  Church  Government.  ' 
ART.  XX.  Publication. 
ART.  XXI.  Miscellaneous. 
ART.  XXII.  Resumption  and  Closs. 
ART.  XXIII.  Adjournment. 


JFirsi  Annual  Meeting* 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States^  at  its  annual  sessions,  convened  in  convention  in 
Chamhershurg,  Pa,,,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three.  The  sessions  com- 
n^nced  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second,  and  continued  until  the 
evening  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  the  month  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 


OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Synod  met  at  the  appointed  time,  in  Zion's  Reformed  Church 
of  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious 
services.  The  President,  Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  preached 
the  opening  sermon  from  Matt.  ix.  37,  38:  "  Then  saith  He  unto 
Bis  disciples,  The  harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few. 
Pray  ye,  therefore,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He  will  send  forth 
laborers  into  His  harvest,^* 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.   FROM  THE  CLA88I8  OF  ZION. 

Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  Wm.  K.  Zieber,  D.  D.,  John  S. 
Foulk,  Aaron  Wanner,  James  Crawford,  Francis  S.  Lindaman,  Henry 
Wissler,  and  David  W.  Wolff. 

Elders,  Israel  Laucks,  Henry  C.  Schriver,  John  W.  Smith, 
George  W.  Kochenderfer,  George  Hoobaugh,  David  Wolf,  Jacob  M. 
Bollinger,  and  John  P.  Hassler. 

II.  FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF   MARYLAND. 

Rev.  Joseph  W.  Santce,  Georf2:e  L.  Staley,  D.  D.,  Frederick  A. 
Rapley,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  William  Goodrich;  Simon  S.  Milleri 
2  17 
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William  C.  Cremer,  W.  Augustus  Gring,  Daniel  Gans,  D.  D.,  Wm. 
F.  Colliflower,  J.  Mortimore  Souder,  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  Morti- 
more  L.  Shuford,  Abner  R.  Kremer,  and  Thomas  L.  PouIsod. 

Elders.  Henry  Coblentz,  John  T.  Ankeney,  Wm.  H.  Lakin, 
David  Zeller,  Louis  Markell,  Peter  B.  Mikesell,  George  Ilarbau^h 
of  J.,  Peter  Baer,  Joseph  Gernand,  George  Harbaugh  of  G.,  Joshua 
Motter,  J.  W.  Messersmith,  Ezra  Williard,  George  H.  Buckey,  and 
Goldsboro  S.  Griffith. 

III.   FROM  THE  OLASSIS  OF  MERCERSBURG. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Adam  C.  Whitmer,  Peter  S.  Davis,  D.  D., 
John  H.  Sykes,  Daniel  Y.  Heisler,  Moses  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  Harrison 
H.  W.  Hibshman,  Elias  D.  Shoemaker,  Albert  G.  Dole,  Jeriah  S. 
Shade,  John  A.  Peters,  Ellis  N.  Kremer,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  Henry 
I  Comfort,  Benjamin  S.  Schneck,  D.  D.,  Elnathan  E.  Higbee,  D. 
D.,  Henry  Heckerman,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  George  R.  Zacharias,  Wm. 
C.  B.  Shulenberger,  Wm.  D.  Lefevre,  Jacob  Hassler,  and  Milton  H. 
Sangree. 

Elders.  Isaac  H.  Keefer,  Frederick  Hj^le,  Joseph  Stickell,  James 
Bowser,  David  Dunn,  David  Montgomery,  Benjamin  Neff,  John  P. 
Reed,  J.  R.  Pague,  Jacob  Walter,  David  B.  Martin,  David  Aurandt, 
George  B.  Wiestling,  Alvy  B.  Bowen,  Wm.  Bossert,  David  Thomp- 
son, Prof.  George  N.  Abbott,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  and  Jacob  Schcur- 
ing. 

IV.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Rev.  John  C.  Hensell,  Henry  St.  John  Rinkcr,  Stephen  K. 
Kremer,  Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  Joel  T.  Rossiter,  and  George 
H.  Martin. 

Elders. — Harvey  Wise,  John  H  Bauserman,  Jacob  Tisinger, 
Richard  L.  Gray,  Peter  S.  Roller,  Emanuel  Staley,  George  P. 
Souder,  George  W.  Lantz,  and  Wm.  J.  Hensel. 

V.  FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Rev.  Peter  M.  Trexler. 

Elders. — 

Note,  A  number  of  members  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  Synod  af- 
ter the  first  session,  and  hence  their  names  do  not  occur  in  the  order  in 
which  they  would,  had  they  been  present  at  the  opening  session.  A 
number  of  the  members  also  obtained  leave  of  absence  from  day  to 
day.  In  two  instances  the  names  of  two  elders  secundi  appear  in  the 
foregoing  list  of  members  together  with  .h^ix primarii. 

ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

Prom  the  St/nod  of  the  United  States, — Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D., 
Theodore  Appel,  D.  D.,  John  Gantenbein,  and  Calvin  U.   Heilman. 

Elder.— J.  David  xMiller. 

From  the  Classis  of  Zion. — Elders  Wm.  A.  Wilt,  Jerome  Beaver 
and  F.  M.  McKeehan. 
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From  the  Classis  oj  Maryland. — Elder  Frisby  Davis. 
From  the  Classis  o/  Mercersburg, — Elders  Jacob  Heyser,  Daniel  S. 
Fahnestock,  John  Bowman,  Wm.  Dice,  and  John  Brewster. 

MINISTERS  OF   OTHER  CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  ministers  was  announced  at  inter- 
vals during  the  sessions  of  Synod  : 

Rev.  Dr.  Archibald,  I.  N.  Hays,  Dr.  Kennedy,  and  Prof.  Lane  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church;  Rev.  L.  A.  Gotwald  and  —  Shirts  of  the 
Lutheran  Church :  Rev.  Dr.  Hamlin,  F.  Dyson,  A.  M.  Kester,  and — 
Robbins  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Rev.  Henry  Tallhelm, 
and — Huber  of  the  United  Brethren  Church ;  and  Rev.  Dr.  Kerr  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 


ARTICLE   IIL 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  Edmund  R.  Eschbach  was  chosen  President. 

Rev.  William  M.  Deatrick  is  Stated  Clerk. 

Rev.  Joseph  W.  Santee  was  re-elected    Corresponding  Secretary. 

Elder  Louis  Markell  was  re-elected  Treasurer, 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER.    • 

The  following  Rules  of  Order  were  read  and  adopted  to  facilitate 
the  transaction  of  Synodical  business,  viz. : 

RULES  OF   ORDER. 

Article  I.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour 
to  which  Synod  stands  adjourned  ;  shall  immediately  call  the  mem- 
bers to  order ;  and  on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  shall  open  the 
meeting  with  a  Hymn  and  Prayer. 

Article  11.  If  a  quorum  be  assembled  at  the  hour  appointed,  and 
the  President  be  absent,  the  Synod  shall  appoint  a  PresiJent  pro 
tempore. 

Article  III.  If  a  quorum  be  not  assembled  at  the  hour  appointed, 
any  two  members  shall  be  competent  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time, 
that  an  opportunity  may  be  given  for  a  quorum  to  assemble. 

Article  IV.  After  prayer,  the  Synod  shall  proceed  to  business. 
The  business  shall  be  taken  up  in  such  order  as  shall  conform  most 
nearly  to  that  laid  down  in  the  Lemmata  adopted  by  Synod.     The 


I 


20 

business  referred  to  Standing  Committees  shall  have  the  precedence, 
except  subjects  which  may  have  been  assigned  to  some  particular 
hour. 

Article  F.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  at  all  times,  to 
preserve  order,  guard  against  the  violation  of  the  Constitution,  or  the 
Rules  of  Synod,  and  to  endeavor  to  conduct  all  business  before  Synod 
to  a  speedy  and  proper  conclusion. 

Article  VI,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  carefully  to  keep 
notes  of  the  several  articles  of  businc'^s,  which  may  be  assigned  to 
particular  days,  and  to  call  them  up  at  the  time  appointed,  and  to  ap- 
point all  committees,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  Synod  shall  de- 
cide otherwise. 

Article  VII.  The  President  may  speak  with  regard  to  points  of  or- 
der in  preference  to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  shall  decide  questions  of  order  subject  to  an  appeal  to  Sy- 
nod, which  may  be  taken  by  any  two  members.  Such  appeal  shill  be 
taken  without  debate,  and  require  two  thirds  of  the  members  voting  to 
sustain  it. 

Article  VIII.  Jr.  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretaries,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  commencement  of  a  meeting  of  S^nod,  to  form  a 
complete  Koll  of  the  members  present,  and  to  put  the  same  into  the 
hands  of  the  President ;  and  to  file  all  papers  in  the  order  they  have 
been  read,  with  proper  endorsements,  and  to  keep  them  in  perfect 
order. 

Article  IX.  Business  lefl  unfinished  at  a  preceding  sitting  shall  be 
ordinarily  first  taken  up  at  the  succeeding  one. 

Article  X.  A  motion  made  must  be  seconded,  and  afterwards  re- 
peated or  read  aloud  by  the  President,  before  it  is  debated  ;  and  every 
motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the  President,  or  any  me.i  her, 
require  it. 

Article  XL  Any  member  who  shall  have  made  a  motion,  shall  have 
liberty  to  withdraw  it,  with  the  consent  of  his  second,  before  any  de- 
bate has  taken  place  thereon ;  but  not  afterwards,  without  leave  of  the 
Synod. 

Article  XII.  On  questions  of  order,  adjournment,  commitment,  or 
the  previous  question,  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  once.  On 
all  other  questions,  each  member  may  speak  twice,  but  not  oflener, 
without  leave  of  Sjnod. 

Article  XIII.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be 
received,  except  a  motion  to  amend,  to  commit,  to  postpone,  to  take 
the  previous  question,  or  to  adjourn. 

Article  XIV  An  amendment  may  be  moved  on  any  motion,  and 
shall  be  decided  before  the  original  motion. 

Article XV,  If  amotion  under  debate  contains  several  parfs,  any 
two  members  may  call  for  a  division,  and  may  have  the  question  taken 
on  each  part  separately. 

Article  XVL  The  previous  qupstion  on  any  motion  shall  not  be 
called  until  after  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  been  afibrdcd  to  discu^8 
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it.  The  call  to  be  entertaiued  mu<t  be  niide  by  at  least  twelve  mem- 
bers rising  in  their  places  for  the  purpose.  The  previous  question 
shall  be  in  this  form  :  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?  And  un- 
til it  is  decided,  it  shall  preclude  all  further  amendment  or  debate  on 
the  main  question.  The  effect  of  a  call  for  the  previous  question, 
when  sustained,  shall  be  to  bring  the  Synod  to  a  direct  vote  on  the 
motion  then  pending. 

Article  XVIL  A  question  shall  not  be  again  called  up  or  reconsi- 
dered at  the  same  session  of  the  Synod  in  which  it  has  been  decided, 
unless  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  made  and  seconded  by  persons  who 
voted  with  the  majority. 

Article  XVIIL  Every  member,  when  speaking,  shall  address  him- 
self to  the  President,  and  shall  treat  his  fellow  members,  and  espe- 
cially the  President,  with  decorum  and  respect. 

Article  XIX.  During  the  transaction  of  business,  members  shall 
not  engage  in  private  conversation  ;  nor  shall  one  member  address 
himself  to  another,  or  to  any  person  present,  in  a  debate,  except  by 
permission  from  the  President. 

Article  XX.  No  speaker  shall  be  interrupted,  unless  he  be  out  of 
order,  or  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  mistakes  or  misrepresentations. 

Artu'le  XXI.  It  is  indispensable  that  members  of  Synod  maintain 
great  gravity  and  dignity ;  that  they  attend  closely  in  their  speeches 
to  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  avoid  all  prolix  and  desultory 
harangues;  and  when  they  deviate  from  the  subject,  it  is  the  privilege 
of  any  member,  and  the  duty  of  the  President,  to  call  them  to 
order. 

Article  XXII  No  member,  in  the  course  of  debate,  shall  be  allowed 
to  indulge  in  person alitien. 

Article  XXIII  If  more  than  one  member  rise  to  speak  at  the  same 
time,  the  member,  who  is  most  distant  from  the  President's  chair,  shall 
speak  first. 

Article  XXIV.  When  more  than  three  members  of  the  Synod  shall 
be  standing  at  the  same  time,  the  President  shall  require  all  to  take 
their  seats,  the  person  excepted,  only,  who  may  be  speakin^;. 

Article  XXV.  If  any  member  act,  in  any  respect,  in  a  disorderly 
manner,  it  shall  be  the  privilege  of  any  member,  and  the  duty  of  the 
President,  to  call  him  to  order. 

Article  XXVI  The  Synod,  immediately  after  it  has  completed  its 
organizition,  shall  define  the  limits,  which  shall  constitute  the  bar  of 
the  house,  and  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  discus- 
sion, or  to  vot«  on  any  que-stion,  who  is  not  at  the  time,  within  these 
limits. 

Article  XXVII,  Members  ought  not,  without  weighty  reasons,  to 
decline  voting,  as  this  practice  might  leave  the  decision  of  very  inte- 
resting questions  to  a  small  portion  of  the  Synod.  Silent  members, 
unl'BS excused  from  voting,  must  be  considered  as  acquiescing  in  the 
voie  of  the  majority. 

Article  XXVIIL  The  person  first  named  on  any  committee,  shall 
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be  considered  as  the  chairman  thereof,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  con- 
vene the  committee  ;  and  in  case  of  his  absence  or  inability  to  act,  the 
second  named  me*i-ber  shall  take  his  place  and  perform  his  duties. 

Article  XXIX.  When  different  motions  are  made  with  respect  to 
the  filling  of  blanks  with  particular  numbers  or  times,  the  question 
shall  always  be  taken  first,  on  the  highest  number^  and  on  the  longest 
time. 

Article  XXX.  When  the  President  has  begun  to  take  the  vote,  no 
further  debate  shall  be  admitted^  unless  it  appear  that  a  mistake  has 
occurred ;  in  which  case  the  mistake  shall  be  corrected,  and  the  Pre- 
sident shall  recommence  taking  the  vote. 

Article  XXXI.  When  a  vote  is  taken  by  ballot,  the  President  shall 
vote  with  the  other  members ;  but  he  shall  not  vote  in  any  other  case, 
unless  the  Synod  shall  be  equally  divided;  when,  if  he  do  not  choose 
to  vote,  the  question  shall  be  lost. 

Article  XXXII.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  a  protest 
against  any  decision  of  Synod.  If  a  member  feel  himself  at^grieved 
by  any  such  decision,  the  Yeas  and  Nays  in  the  case,  shall  be  record- 
ed, if  he  require  it. 

Artit-le  XXXIII.  The  Synod  may  sit  in  private,  on  business  which, 
in  their  judgment,  ought  not  to  be  matter  of  public  discussion. 

Article  XXXIV.  Besides  the  private  sessions  which  may  be  held 
whenever  it  be  judged  expedient  so  to  do,  the  Synod  may  hold  what 
are  commonly  termed  interlocutory  meetings,  or  Committees  of  the 
whole  Synod,  in  which  members  may  freely  converse  together,  with- 
out the  usual  formalities  of  Synodical  proceedings, 

Article  XXXV.  If  a  member  withdraw  from  Synod  without  leave 
from  the  President,  or  return  home  without  the  consent  of  Synod,  he 
shall  incur  the  censure  of  Synod. 

Article  XXXVI.  At  the  final  adjournment  of  Synod,  after  an  ap- 
propriate prayer  and  hymn,  the  President  shall  pronounce  the  Apos- 
tolic benediction. 

The  Synod  defined  the  bar  of  the  house  as  directed  by  the  forego- 
ing Rules  of  Order. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing  the 
present  sessions  of  Synod  : 

The  Morning  Sessions,  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  11}  o'clock. 

The  Afternoon  Sessions,  to  open  at  2  and  close  at  4  J  o'clock. 

An  evening  session  was  held  on  the  last  day  of  the  sessions. 


ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
The  following  were  appointed  by  the  President : 

Minutes  of  St/nod. — Rev.  H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  H.  11.  W.  Hibshman, 
J.  M.  Souder,  and  Elders  R.  L.  Gray  and  B.  Neff. 
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Overtures, — ^Rev.  S.  N.  Calleoder,  W.  K.  Zieber,  A.  G.  Dole,  and 
Elders  F.  Hvle  aod  W.  H.  Lakin. 

Correspondence  vnth  Sister  Churches. — Rev.  A.  Wanner,  D.  Gans, 
J.  T.  Rossiter,  and  Elders  I.  Laucks  and  J.  Bouser. 

Minutes  of  Classes, — Rev.  J.  S.  Foulk,  S.  S.  Miller,  E.  N.  Kremer, 
and  Elders  J.  R.  Pague  and  E.  Staley 

Examination^  Licensure  and  Ordination. — Rev.  G.  L.  Staley,  D. 
Y.  Hebler,  J.  O-  Miller,  and  Elders  J.  H.  Bauserman  and  G.  Hoo- 
bangh. 

Sta^e  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. — Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  W. 
C.  Cremer,  J.  S.  Shade,  and  Eiders  L.  Markell,  and  J.  T.  Ankeney. 

Missions. — Rev.  M.  Kieffer,  J.  C.  Hensell,  W.  F.  Colliflower,  and 
Elders  P.  B.  Mikesell  and  G.  W.  Kochenderfer. 

Finance. — Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley,  J.  H.  Sykes,  J.  Crawford,  and 
Elders  J.  P.  Reed,  and  J.  W.  Smith. 

Nominations. — Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  W.  Goodrich,  S.  K.  Kremer, 
and  Elders  H  0.  Schriver,  and  I.  H.  Keefer. 

Religious  Services, — Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  B.  S.  Schneck,  W.  A. 
Gring,  and  Elders  J.  Walter,  and  R  S.  Roller. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Maryland,  Mercersburg, 
Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Re- 
ligion and  Statistical  Reports,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read,  and  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

8.  The  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Synod's  Board  of  Missions  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

4.  Five  other  Communications  were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  Re- 
ligious Services : 

1.  All  the  sessions  were  opened  and  closed  with  suitable  religious 
services. 

2.  The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  received,  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  foiows  : 
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The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  beg  leave  to  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

SERYIGES   IN   CONNECTION   WITH   THE   SYNOD. 

IHrst  Church. 

Thursday  evening, — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Kieffer. 

Friday  evening, — Sermon  by  Rev.  T.  L.  Poulson. 

Saturday  afternoon. — Preparatory  Services  :  address  bv  Rev.  Dr. 
Callender. 

Saturday  evening. — Sermon  by 

Sunday  morning. — Communion  Services :  Sermon  by  Rev.  E.  R. 
Eschbach. 

Sunday  afternoon. — Sunday-school  services:  addresses  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Zieber,  and  Dr.  Higbee. 

Sunday  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  Crawford. 

Second  Reformed  Church  (^German,) 

Saturday  evening. — Preparatory  services :  sermon  by  Rev.  F.  S. 
Lindaman. 

Sunday  morning. — Communion  services  :  sermon  by  Rev.  J .  Gan- 
tenbein. 

Sunday  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  A.  Wanner. 

SERVICES   IN   SISTER   CHURCHES   ON   SUNDAY. 

First  Lutheran  Church. — Morning,  Rev.  J.  T.  Rossiter,  and  eve- 
ning, Rev.  Dr.  Staley. 

Second  Lutheran  Church. — Morning,  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  and 
evening^  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein. 

First  Presbyterian  Church. — Evening,  Rev.  Dr.  Iligbee. 

Central  Presbyterian  Church. — Morning,  Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer,  and 
evening,  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick. 

IKrst  Methodist  Church. — Morning,  Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer,  and  even- 
iog,  Rev.  A.  R.  Kremer. 

Second  Methodist  Church, — Morning,  Rev.  W.  Goodrich,  and 
evening,  Rev.  Dr.  Kieffer. 

United  Brethren  Church. — Morning,  Rev.  H.  Wissler,  and  even- 
ing. Rev.  I.  G.  Brown. 

Baptist  Church. — Morning,  Rev.  W.  F.  CoUiflower,  and  evening, 
Rev.  J.  M.  Souder. 

Carrstovm  Colored  Church. — Rev.  D.  W.  Wolff. 

German  Street  Colored  Church. — Rev.  H.  St.  J.  Rinker. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  S.  Davis, 

\  B.   S.   SCHNECK, 

J.  Walter, 
P.  S.  Roller. 
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The  religious  services,  as  appoioted  by  the  Committee,  were  sever- 
ally observed. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  readiDg  of  the  Miouies  of  OrgaDizatioD  was  dispensed  with; 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod.  The 
Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1872,  were  also  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 
This  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  disposed  of  item  by  item  : 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  would  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  subjects  as  claiming  the  attention  of  this  Synod. 

Synod  of  Organization, 

Item  1.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Bev.  J. 
A.  Peters,  F.  A.  Rupley,  and  Elder  J.  P.  Hassler,  which  was  appoint- 
ed to  act  in  conjunction  with  similar  committees  from  the  other  two 
eastern  District  Synods  to  determine  the  boundaries  between  the 
three  Eastern  District  Synods. 

Item  2.  A  resolution,  instructing  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  secure 
the  incorporation  of  Synod,  and  provide  a  suitable  seal  for  the  use  of 
Synod. 

Item  3.  A  resolution  requesting  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  to 
elect  a  due  proportion  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  from  this  Synod,  which  Trustees  and  Visitors 
shall  be  nominated  by  this  Synod,  and  that  an  annual  report  from 
each  of  said  Boards  shall  be  sent  to  this  body. 

Item  4.  A  resolution  appointingr  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  like 
committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  as  proposed  by  said 
body  upon  the  subject  of  Missions,  and  to  devise  a  plan  of  co-opera- 
tion upon  that  subject  to  be  submitted  to  the  several  Synods  interested. 

Item  5.  The  assessments  for  contingent  purposes  upon  the  Classes 
composing  this  Synod. 

Item,  6.  A  resolution  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Officers  of  this 
Synod  to  prosecute  the  requests  of  this  Synod  to  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States,  that  said  Synod  assume  the  payment  of  the  assessment 
made  by  the  General  Synod  upon  the  ^^  proposed  new  Synod  "  for 
contingent  purposes,  and  also  exonerate  the  several  Classes  of  this 
Synod  from  a  proportionate  amount  of  said  Synod's  assessment  upon 
them  for  the  contingent  fund  of  that  Synod. 

Item  7.  A  resolution  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Stated  Clerk  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  several  Classes  composing  this  Synod  to  this 
matter,  and  also  furnish  them  with  the  assessments  made  upon  them 
by  this  Synod. 
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Item  8.  A  resolutioD  directing  the  Stated  Clerk  to  transmit  to  Rev. 
Dr.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Chairman  of  the  Commission  from  the  Synod  of 
the  United  States,  a  certified  copy  of  the  action  of  this  Synod,  in  re- 
gard to  the  overture  from  that  Synod,  and  that  the  Commission  be 
requested  to  bear  our  greetings  and  assurance  that  we  are  in  full 
Theological  sympathy  with  the  Synod  of  the  United  States. 

General  Synod, 

Item  9,  pages  28  and  29.  Two  resolutions  in  reference  to  the  union 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States. 

Item  lOfpoge  62.  A  resolution  recommending  all  the  pastors  and 
congregations  of  the  Reformed  Church  to  co-operate  with  the  Grerman 
Evangelical  Missionary  Society  in  the  United  States. 

Item  1 1 ,  page  63.  Is  General  Synod's  action  in  reference  to  Home 
Missions. 

Item  12,  page  85.  A  resolution  in  reference  to  the  drafting  of  a 
new  Constitution. 

Item  IS,  page  92.  A  resolution  requesting  the  Classes  to  add  an 
additional  column  in  the  statistical  table  for  the  number  of  students 
for  the  ministry. 

Item  1-^j  page95.  An  assessment  upon  this  Synod  of  $335i)0  by 
the  General  Synod  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  said  Synod. 

item  15,  page  98.  The  General  Synod  holds  its  next  regular  ses- 
sions in  St.  John's  Reformed  Church  of  Fort  Wavne,  Allen  County, 
Indiana,  on  the  first  Wednesday  after  Whit-Sunday,  May  19th,  A. 
D.  1875,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Respectfully  snbmitted. 

Hy.  St.  J.  RiNKER, 

H.  H    W.  HiBSHMAN, 

J.  M.  SouDER,  y      Committee, 

R.  L.  Gray, 
B.  Nefp. 

For  the  action  on  items  1,  8,  9,  12,  and  13,  see  Article  XIX., 
Church  Government ;  on  item  2,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous  ; 
on  items  4,  10,  and  fl,  see  Article  XIV.,  Missions ;  on  items  5,  6, 
7,  and  14,  see  Article  XY.,  Finance ;  item  15  was  adopted. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  their  report,  which  wa  s 
received  and  disposed  of  item  hj  item,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  report. 

The  following  papers  have  come  into  their  hands,  which  they  beg 
to  present  to  your  Reverend  body  : 
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1.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  on  the  union  of 
the  three  eastern  Synods^  in  carrying  forward  their  missionary  opera- 
tions. 

2.  A  complaint  from  J.  Z.  Smith  against  the  action  of  Mercers- 
horg  Classis,  in  reconstructing:  the  Woodcock  Valley  Charge. 

3.  A  communication  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  with  reference  to  Church  property  in  Washing- 
ton City,  D.  C. 

4.  A  communication  from  the  same  hody,  in  reply  to  the  request 
of  this  Synod/ to  be  released  from  the  payment  of  certain  assess- 
ments. 

5.  A  paper  containing  the  excuse  of  Rev.  Daniel  Ziegler,  J).  D., 
for  non-attendance  upon  the  meetings  of  this  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  N.  Callender,   Chairman. 
• 
For  the  action  of  Synod  in  reference  to  item  l^sre  Article  XIV., 
Missions ;  item    2,    see    Article  XVII.,   Complaints ;    item    3,  see 
Article    XIX.,   Church     Government;    item  4,  see  Article    XV., 
Finance  ;  and  item  5,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTE3  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  would  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report : 

I.   IRREGULARITIES. 

None  reported. 

II.   REQUESTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  The  Classis  of  Virginia  requests  the  Syn^d  of  the  Potomac,  to 
transmit  the  Minutes  of  the  Classes  connected  with  Synod^  to  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  the  General  Synod.  ^ 

2.  Mercersburg  and  Virginia  Classes  refer  the  beneficiary  students 
under  their  care  to  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  Synod,  and  in- 
struct their  treasurers  to  forward  all  funds  collected  within  their 
bounds  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

3.  Maryland  Classis  refers  the  organization  of  the  German 
brethren  within  its  bounds,  into  a  Classis,  to  this  Synod. 

4.  Zion's  Classis  refers  the  apportionment  of  $200.00  to  liquidate 
the  indebtedness  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  to  this  Synod. 
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III.   APPEALS  AND   COMPLAINTS. 

None. 

lY.  SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO  CLASSES. 

1.  Mercersbnrg  Claisis  authorized  its  Treasurer  to  pay  four-fifths 
of  the  assessment  for  contingent  expenses  to  the  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  as  directed  by  this  Synod. 

2  Maryland,  Zion's,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  Classes,  took 
favorable  action  on  the  assessments,  as  directed  by  this  Synod. 

V.    LICENSED,  ORDAINED,  RECEIVED,  AND  DISMISSED. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  licensed  Harry  M.  Kieffer ;  received  Rev.  Henry 
Wissler  from  the  Virginia  Classis ;  and  dismissed  the  licentiate 
Harry  M.  Kieffer  to  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  Rev.  David  W.  Wolff 
to  the  Clarion  Classis,  and  Rev.  Lewi^  D.  Steckel  to  the  Somerset 
Classis. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  received  the  licentiate,  J  Mortimore  Souder, 
from  the  Lancaster  Classis,  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and  or- 
dained him ;  received  Rev.  Herman  Bielfeld  from  the  same  Classis, 
Rev.  Gotthold  Neef,  from  the  Philadelphia  Classis  (German),  and 
Rev.  Mortimore  L.  Shuford,  from  the  Virginia  Classis ;  dismissed 
Rev.  John  M.  Titzel  to  Westmoreland  Classis,  Rev.  C.  L.  E.  Schild 
to  Western  New  York  Classis,  Rev.  Jacob  Hassler  to  Mercersburg 
Classis,  and  Rev.  H.  L.  Grandlienard,  to  the  Presbytery  of  New 
York. 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis  received  Rev.  Henry  Miller  from  the 
Lancaster  Classis,  Synod  of  the  United  kiftates,  and  Rev.  Jacob  Hass- 
ler from  the  Maryland  Classis;  and  dismissed  Rev.  Henry  W.  Hoff- 
meier  to  the  Clarion  Classis,  and  Rev.  Wm.  C.  B.  Shalenberger  to 
the  Virginia  Classis. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  Mortimore  L.  Shuford  to  the 
Maryland  Cla'-sis. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis  ordained  the  licentiate  M.  L.  Uedrick. 

VI.    TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  THE  NEXT  ANNUAL  MEPiTINGS  OF  CLASSES. 

1.  Zion*s  Classis,  will  meet  in  Abbottstown,  Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  on 
the  third  Friday  in  May  (loth),  1874,  at  7i  o'clock,  P:  M.  Rev. 
John  S.  FouJk,  President,  and  Rev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Staled 
Clerk, 

2.  Maryland  Classis,  will  meet  in  Manchester,  Carroll  Co.,  Md., 
on  Thursday  after  Trinity  Sunday,  June  4th,  1874,  at  7i  o'clock,  P. 
M.  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Cremer,  President,  and  Rev.  Simon  S.  Miller, 
Stated  Clerk. 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis,  will  meet  in  Everett,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa., 
Thursday  evening,  June  4th,  A.  D.  1874,  at  7i  o'clock.  Rev. 
Daniel  Y.  Heisler,  President^  and  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated 
Clerk. 
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4.  Virginia  ClasBis  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Church,  Augusta  Co., 
Va.,  on  Thursday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  May,  1874,  at  7  o'clock, 
P.  M.  Rev.  John  C.  Hensell,  Fretident^  and  Rev.  Henry  St.  John 
Rinker,  Stated  Clerk. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classiswill  meet  in  Lower  Stone  Church,  in 
the  Eastern  Rowan  Charge,  North  Carolina,  on  Thursday  before  the 
first  Lord's  Day,  in  May,  1874,  at  II  o'clock,  A.  M.  Rev.  J.  W. 
Cecil,  President,  and  Rev.G.  Wm.  Welker,  Stated  Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

John  S.  Foulk,     ^ 
S.  8.  Miller,  I 

Ellis  N.  Kremer,  y    Committee. 
J.  R.  Pagub,  I 

E.  Staley.  J 

The  request  in  item  1  was  on  motion  granted ;  for  action  on  item 
3  of  Requests,  see  Article  XIX.  Church  Government;  and  on 
item  4,  see  Article  XV.  -Finance ;  all  the  remaining  items  in  the 
report  were  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  there  have  been  no  applicants' referred  to  them, 
and  consequently,  they  have  nothing  further  to  report. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  Lewis  Staley,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XII. 
STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORTS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted;  and  is  as 
follows : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 
Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  : 

'^  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  from 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

From  the  reports  of  the  several  Classes  under  our  Synod ical  oare^ 
we  learn  that  the  Church  within  our  boundaries  is,  in   the  main, 
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blessed  with  encouraging  signs  of  prosper! tj*.  Jesus  Christ,  ^^  the 
Alpha  and  the  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending,  the  first  »nd 
the  last"  in  our  holy  religion,  is  believed  in,  honored  and  adored, 
not  simply  as  a  human  Saviour,  but,  in  deed  and  in  truth,  as  the 
Son  of  God  who  has  come  in  the  flesh,  and  who  through  His  incarna- 
tion, His  blessed  life  of  humiliation.  His  precious  death,  and  His 
eventual  glorification  by  the  power  of  His  resurrection  and  ascen- 
sion to  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  has  become  ^^  the  Head  over  all 
things  to  the  Church,  which  is  His  body,  the  fullness  of  Him  that 
filleth  all  in  all/'  To  this  end,  we  are  assured,  that  the  Church  U 
regarded  as  the  bearer  of  Christ's  blessed  life  unto  men  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according  to  the  Saviour's  own  precious 
promise,  when  He  was  about  ascending  on  high,  leading  captivity 
captive  :  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world."  Hence,  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary,  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  and  the  administration  of  the  holy  sacraments  are  revered  as 
the  divinely  ordained  channels  of  God's  mercy  and  grace  unto  men, 
in  which  and  through  which  every  want  and  necessity  of  our  help- 
less, fallen  humanity  are  met  and  satisfied. 

Cheering  reports  come  in  from  every  section  of  our  territory  of  the 
regard  in  which  our  time-honored  system  of  Catechization  is  held,  by 
the  laity  as  well  as  by  the  ministry,  as  the  efficient  agency  of  prepar- 
ing the  baptized  children  of  the  Church  for  confirmation  and  the 
Holy  Communion.  The  result  of  this  faithful  care  and  oversight  of 
the  lambs  of  the  Redeemer's  fold  shows  itself  in  the  reports  that 
during  the  past  year  one  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
persons  have  been  received  into  the  full  communion  of  the  Church 
by  the  solemn  rite*  of  the  laying-on  of  hands.  This  fact  is  a  manifest 
evidence  that,  as  a  Church,  we  are  still  true  to  ^'  the  faith  once  de- 
livered to  the  faints,"  and  also  true  to  the  faith  and  practice  of  the 
fathers  of  the  Reformation.  The  Reformed  Church,  to  be  consistent 
with  her  original  genius  and  mission,  cannot  do  otherwise  than  ap- 
preciate and  encourage  an  educational  religion  in  which  the  child  is 
engrafted  into  Christ  through  the  initial  sacrament  of  the  Church, 
and  then,  through  the  faithful  nurture  of  the  Christian  family  and 
the  Catechetical  class,  grows  more  and  more  in  the  grace  of  the  life 
of  Christ  in  order  that  in  its  own  consciousness  and  life  it  may  bring 
forth  the  fruits  of  the  blessed  Spirit,  "  first  the  blade,  then  the  ear, 
aller  that  the  full  corn  in  the  ear." 

As  an  auxiliary  power  to  this  system,  every  Classis  recognizes  the 
blessed  influence  exerted  by  the  Sunday-school,  but  at  the  same  time, 
we  cannot  help  but  notice  that  each  Classis  complains  that  this 
branch  of  our  activity,  as  it  is  usually  conducted  among  us,  does  not 
come  up  to  its  full  measure  of  power  and  usefulness.  It  is  felt  on 
all  sides  that  only  as  we  regard  the  Sunday-school. as  the  nursery  of 
the  Church — not  superseding  the  duties  of  Christian  parents  and 
pastors  toward  their  children  and  youth,  but  as  a  help  to  these  agen- 
cies— can  the  school  fulfill  its  legitimate  mission  in  bringing  thohe 
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who,  in  covenant  vows,  have  been  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  to  a  full  realization  that,  ^'  in  body  and  in  soul,  in  life 
and  in  death,  they  are  not  their  own  but  belong  to  their  faithful 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 

The  work  of  Church  extension  is  engaging  no  little  share  of  the 
attention  of  all  the  Classes.  We  are  realizing  more  and  more  the 
solemn  and  perpetual  obligation  under  which  we  are  placed  to  fulfill 
the  commission  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  :  "  Go  ye  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  Indeed,  the 
holy  work  of  Missions  challenges  the  regard  and  energy  of  this  young 
Synod  more  earnestly,  perhaps,  than  any  other  sphere  of  Christian 
activity.  A  large  portion  of  our  area  is  in  the  fullest  sense  missionary 
ground.  The  cry  comes  up  to  us  from  the  fertile  fields  of  Virginia, 
the  forests  and  savannahs  of  Carolina,  and  the  plains  of  California  : 
^^  Come  over  and  help  us."  Necessity  is  thus  laid  upon  us  in  this 
direction.  It  remains  for  us,  here  upon  the  very  threshold  of  our 
history,  to  determine,  whether  we  will  go  in  and  occupy  the  land 
that  is  thus  spread  out  before  us.  To  do  this,  we  need  to  develop 
the  resources  which  God  has  placed  within  our  reach,  especially  in 
three  directions : 

a;.  The  spirit  of  Christian  beneficence  among  our  membership, 
which  several  of  the  Classical  reports  complain  of  as  being  at  a  low 
ebb,  must  be  increased.  We  need  more  grace  to  realize  the  truth  of 
the  precious  declaration  of  the  sacred  Scripture,  that  ^'  it  ts  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive ;"  and  we  need  moreover  to  develop 
this  grace  of  Charity  in  a  systematic  direction,  contributing  in  the 
old  Apostolic  way,  according  to  the  injunction  :  "  Upon  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  let  every  one  lay  by  him  in  store  as  God  hath  prospered 
him.'' 

b).  We  need  also  men  for  this  great  work.  The  whitening  harvest 
is  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few  indeed.  Our  sons,  consecrated  in 
holy  baptism  unto  God,  must  be  challenged  in  the  family,  from  the 
pulpit,  in  the  Catechetical  Class  and  the  Sunday-school,  with  the 
solemn  message  of  the  Master,  "  Go  ye  also  into  the  vineyard."  They 
must  be  made  to  feel  that  the  claims  of  Christ  upon  them,  even 
though  they  be  accompanied  only  with  the  prospect  of  poverty  and 
self-denial,  are  of  paramount  significance  and  importance — more 
binding  than  the  emoluments,  the  fame  and  the  honors  of  life  in  any 
other  sphere  of  labor. 

But,  c).  Of  what  account  are  pecuniary  resources,  or  of  what  ac- 
count are  even  men  without  a  thorough  Christian  training  for  the 
work  ?  The  ministry  that  is  needed  at  the  present  day,  to  carry 
forward  the  work  of  the  Lord,  must  be  pre-eminently  an  educated 
ministry.  The  world  that  is  to  be  overcome  is  now  clothed  in  the 
garb  of  a  refined,  enlightened  and  civilized  infidelity.  Materialism  and 
rationalism,  not  in  their  crudest  forms,  but  in  the  fascination  of  intel- 
lectual power  and  the  sanctified  demeanor  of  aA  evangelical  philoso- 
phy, are  the  main  features  of  its  opposition  to  '*  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
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Jesua"  To  meet  these  antagonistic  forces,  the  Ministry  of  Christ 
mast  be  trained  to  be  workmen  of  whom  the  Chnrch  need  not  be 
ashamed.  Hence,  it  becomes  our  imperative  duty  to  foster  and 
maintain  oar  institations  of  learning,  in  which  men  may  be  thoroagh- 
ly  nurtured  and  trained  in  Christ  to  go  forth  and  handle  efficiently  the 
weapons  of  the  Spirit  *^  against  the  principalities,  the  powers,  the  rulers 
of  the  darkness  of  this  world;  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places."  We  have  wealth,  we  have  sons,  we  have  institutions  of 
learning,  founded  and  established  for  this  very  end.  Will  we  as 
ministers  and  elders  of  the  Synod  labor  and  pray  that  all  these  re- 
sources, which  the  Lord  has  placed  within  our  hands,  may  be  laid 
upon  the  altar  of  the  gospel,  and  thus  become  consecrated  to  the 
great  work  of  bringing  in  the  full  power  and  consummation  of  the 
Kedeemer's  kingdom  among  men  ?  Only  in  the  degree  that  we,  to 
whom  the  great  commission  has  been  entrusted,  come  up  to  this 
work  of  the  Lord  against  the  mie^hty,  ^^  shall  the  wilderness  and  the 
solitary  place  be  glad;  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and  blossom  as 
the  rose." 

In  conclusion,  it  but  remains  for  us  to  open  our  necrological  table 
and  make  the  first  entry  therein.  The  message  has  been  sent  to  us 
that  during  the  past  year  four  of  our  co  laborers  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry  have  fallen  asleep  in  Jesus.  The  Rev.  John  Lantz,  the 
Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Theobald  Fousc,  and  the 
Rev.  John  W.  Hofifmeier,  have  passed  from  the  conflicts  of  the 
Church  militant  to  the  glories  of  the  Church  triumphant.  Each  one 
of  these  brethren  fell  at  his  post  of  duty,  and  has  left  behind  the 
record  of  a  long  lite,  faithfully  a  d  devotedly  spent  in  the  service  of 
the  Redeemer.  May  we,  who  tarry  yet  for  a  season  to  bear  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  *'  follow  their  faith,  that  we  may  enter 
at  death  into  their  joy;  and  so  abide  with  them  in  rest  and  peace, 
till  both  they  and  we  shall  reach  our  common  consummation  of  re- 
demption and  bliss  in  the  glorious  resurrection  of  the  last  day." 

And,  ''  now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh 
in  us,  unto  Him  be  glory  in  the  Church  by  Christ  Jesus^  throughout 
all  ages,  world  without  end.     Amen." 

Respectfully  submitted. 
J.  A.  Peters,  ^ 

W.  C.  Cremer,  I 

J.  S.  Shade,  y  Committee. 

Louis  Markell, 
J.  T.  Ankeney.  J 

(^For  Staiutical  Tables^  see  Appendix.^ 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 
EDUCATION. 

REPORT   OF  THE   BOARD   OF   EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Eduoation  submitted  its  annaal  report,  which  was 
received,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  follows : 

The  Board  of  Education,  elected  at  the  organization  of  Synod  at 
Frederick  City,  Md.,  April  22d,  1873,  organized  by  electing  Rev.  P. 
8.  Davis,  President,  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  Secretary,  and  Elder  David 
C.  Hammond,  Treasurer, 

A  second  meeting  was  hold  in  June  last.  The  Board  felt  embar- 
rassment in  its  entire  want  of  any  instructions,  and  in  view  of  the 
vastness  of  its  labors ;  feeling  that  the  whole  educational  interests  of 
Synod  were  committed  to  its  care.  Without  funds,  and  considering 
the  vastness  of  the  work  and  field,  the  great  want  of  active  ministers, 
the  large  number  of  vacant  charges,  the  small  number  preparing  for 
the  ministry,  the  Board  felt  constrained  and  authorized  to  commence 
its  work  by  using  the  means  most  available.  They  accordingly  over- 
tared  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College,  if  within  their 
ability,  and  without  any  pecuni::ry  liability  to  the  Synod,  to  take  such 
action  as  might  inaugurate  the  work  of  Theological  Instruction  to 
each  students  as  might  offer,  under  the  direction  and  control  of  this 
Board.  In  compliance  with  this  overture  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
Mercersburg  College,  in  connection  with  the  Paucity  of  said  College- 
two  members  of  which  were  formerly  Teachers  of  Theology  under  the 
authority  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States — 
have  inaugurated  a  Post-Graduate  Course  in  connection  with  Mercers- 
burg College,  and  have  now  four  students  under  theological  instruc- 
tion, without  any  cost  to  this  Board,  and  these  students  have  instruc- 
tion and  boarding  free. 

Your  Board  propose  to  make  some  change  in  the  management  of 
the  beneficiary  interests,  and  would  report  a  copy  of  a  Bond  received 
from  Mercersburg  Classis — a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached. 
Your  Board  approve  of  said  form,  as  the  Bond  to  be  given  by  all 
Beneficiary  Students. 

Your  Board  propose  to  manage  the  finances  of  this  department  in  a 
business  way.  And  as  they  do  not  feel  like  assuming  for  themselves, 
or  this  Synod,  obligations  without  some  resources,  would  recommend, 
that  the  subject  of  Beneficiary  Education  be  earnestly  brought  before 
each  congregation  by  its  respective  pastor. 

There  has  been  no  official  notice  of  the  transfer  of  beneficiary  stu- 
dents to  this  Board  by  any  of  the  Classes.  Your  Board  would  recom- 
mend that  such  transfer  of  the  beneficiaries  be  made,  and  that  the 
ministry  be  earnestly  rfquested  to  interest  themselves  in  impressing 
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young  men  with  their  duty  in  this  regard.     All  of  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted.  P.  S.  Davis, 

I.  G.  Brown, 

J.  S.  FOULK, 
J.  S.  KlEFFER, 

J.  Heyser, 
F.  M.  McKeehan, 
D.  C.  Hammond. 


The  following  is  the  Form  of  Bond  as  adopted  by  the  Mercerpburg 
Clasps,  and  al^^o  adopted  by'the  Synod,  with  a  single  slight  amendment : 

KNOW  ALL    MEN   BY   THESE  PRESENTS, 

That  I,  W.  I.  S.,  of  the  County  of  Franklin  and  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, am  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  Rev.  D.  Y.  H.,  President,  Bev. 
W.  M.  D.,  Stated  Clerk,  and  Rev.  W.  M.  D.,  Treasurer  of  Mercers- 
burg  Classis,  in  trust  for  the  Mercersburg  Classis  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  good 
and  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  D.  Y. 
H.,  W.  M.  D.,  and  W.  M.  D.,  their  certain  attorney,  or  their  succes- 
sors in  office,  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  money  that  has  already  been  advanced  to  me  and  is 
promised  to  be  furnished  to  me  from  time  to  time,  I  do  hereby  bind 
m3self,  my  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators  firmly  by  these 
presents. 

'  Sealed  with  my  seal,  and  dated  this  27th  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three. 

The  Conditions  of  the  above  obligation  are  such.  That  if  the  above 
bounden  W.  I.  S.  shall  conduct  himself  as  becomes  a  student  of  the 
Holy  Ministry,  and  shall  not  abandon  the  object  of  the  ministry 
during  his  Collegiate  and  Seminary  course,  and  shall  enter  upon  the 
active  duties  of  the  ministry  in  connection  with  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  and  continue  therein  for  a  period  of  five  years, 
or  should  he  die*  whilst  a  student  engaged  in  his  studies  or  in  the 
active  duties  of  the  ministry,  then  this  obligation  shall  be  null  and 
void,  otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  to  the  extent 
of  the  moneys  paid  him  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  or  paid  for  the 
Classis  to  him  by  persons  authorized  so  to  do,  with  legal  interest 
thereon  from  the  actual  time  of  payment,  and  all  costs  for  recovering 

the  moneys  for  which  this  bond  is  given.  ,  ^— ^>^^-n 

W.  I.    8.       ]    SEAL.     I 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  1 
presence  of  J.  M.      j 

*  The  Synod  here  inserted  in  iti  own  Bond  the  olaiue — "or  beoome  disabled  ia 
the  opinion  of  the  Board." 
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For  the  true  obserrance  of  the  above  contract  or  bood,  we  J.  H. 
and  J.  B.  G.,  do  hereby  bind  oarselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  ad- 
ministrators, and  every  of  them,  unto  the  said  D.  Y.  H.,  President, 
W.  M.  D.,  Stated  Clerk,  and  W.  M.  D.,  Treasurer  of  Mercersburg 
Classis,  their  certain  attorney,  or  their  successors  in  office,  to  the 
extent  of  the  moneys  paid  the  aforesaid  W.  I.  S.  by  the  Mercersburg 
Classis,  pr  paid  for  the  Classis  to  him  by  per-ons  authorized  so  to  do, 
with  legal  interest  thereon  from  the  actual  time  of  payment,  and  all 
costs  for  recovering  the  moneys  for  which  the  above  Board  is  given. 

The  Condition  of  thi^  obligation  is  suchy  That  if  the  said  \V.  T.  S. 
shall  and  do,  in  all  things,  well  and  truly  observe,  fulfill,  and  keep 
the  Covenant  aforesaid,  which  on  his  part  and  behalf  is  to  be  observed 
and  kept,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  same,  as 
mentioned  in  the  above  written  Bond,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void, 
or  else  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
27th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three. 

J.  H.        i     SEAL. 


J.  B.  G.        -!     SEAL. 


Signed,  scaled,  and  delivered  in  the 
presence  of  J. 

W. 


in  the") 
r.  M.  [ 
V.D,     3 


The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  in  connection  with  the 
adoption  of  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  : 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  so  far  as  it  bears  upon  imparting  Theological  instruction  to 
bach  persons  whose  services  are  needed  in  carrying  forward  the  edu- 
cational work  of  Mercersburg  College ;  and  that  we  hereby  give  said 
Board  discretionary  power  to  act  iu  exceptional  cases  as  they  may 
occur. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Resolution  is  not  to  be  construed  as  de- 
termining the  policy  of  the  Synod  in  the  matter  of  establishing  a 
Theological  Seminary  within  its  bounds,  such  determination  being 
left  for  future  contingencies. 

Rf solved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  be  instructed  to  attend  the 
examination  of  the  students  receiving  Theological  instruction  at  Mer- 
cersburg College. 

ELECTION   OF   BOARD  OP  EDUCATION. 

The  following  individua's  were  elected  the  Board  of  Education  for 
the  current  year,  viz. :  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  P.  S.  Davis,  J.  S.  Foulk,  J. 
8.  Kieffer,  and  Elders  J.  He38er,  D.  C.  Hammond,  and  F.  M, 
MoKeehan. 
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AKTICLE  XIV. 
MISSIONS. 

I.   REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

The  Board  of  Missions  appointed  at  the  organization  of  the  Synod 
suhmitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Missions : 

To  THE  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  The  Board  of  Missions  which  you  se- 
lected at  the  organization  of  the  Sjnod  at  Frederick  City  last  spring, 
were  substantially  the  same,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  that  had 
been  selected  by  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S.,  when  as  ye't  we  wore  a  part 
of  that  body.  The  Executive  Committee  being  the  same,  it  was  con- 
cluded best  to  conduct  missions  on  the  territory  of  both  Synods  as 
one  board;  and  with  but  one  Treasury. 

We,  during  the  year,  have  acted  in  the  expectation,  that,  after  this 
fall  meeting  of  the  dififerent  Synods  in  the  east,  there  would  be  uni- 
ted action  in  the  cause  of  Missions,  as  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Conference.  And  until  then  your  Board  of  Missions  and  that  of  the 
Synod  of  the  U.  S.,  should  act  as  one. 

We  submit  herewith  the  report,  which  we  made  to  the  Synod  of 
the  U.  S.,  held  in  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  together  with  the  report  of  our 
Treasurer. — These,  if  you  desire,  can  be  read — but  in  that  case  we  do 
not  think  it  desirable  that  they  should  be  engrossed  in  your  proceed- 
ings in-asmuch  as  they  will  be  published  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Sy- 
nod of  the  U.  S. 

The  following  are  the  amounts  received  and  disbursed  by  the  Trea- 
surer. 

Received  from  the  churches  generally,  83707.30 

Received  from  the  Sunday-schools,  whose  names  are  on  a 
RoU  of  Honor,  891.46 

Total        $4598.76 
Paid  out  per  orders  of  the  Board,  4489.30 

Balance       $109.46 
Ilespectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller, 
Pres.  of  B.  H.  Missions. 

The  reading  of  the  report  was  then  called  for  :  it  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  On  motion,  the  Stated  Clerk 
was  instructed  not  to  engross  the  reports  of  the  President  or  Trea- 
surer of  the  Board  of  Missions,  as  made  to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 
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II.   REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OF   CONFERENCE. 

The  following  report  of  the  Committee  of  Cooference  with  similar 
Committees  appointed  by  the  Synods  of  the  United  States  and  Pitts- 
burgh was  read  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Missions  : 

To  THE  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  Conference  invited  by  the  appointment  of  a  special  Committee 
at  jour  meeting  at  Frederick  City,  to  confer  with  similar  representa- 
tives from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  and  the  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burgh, was  held)  in  which  the  three  Synods  were  duly  represented. 

The  Conference  met  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  August  28th,  and  adjourned 
to  York,  Pa.,  September  30th,  1873. 

After  carefully  canvassing  the  whole  subject  of  Home  Missions,  it 
was  unanimously  agreed,  that  an  organic  Union  in  the  work  of  Mis- 
sions is  desirable,  and  respectfully  recommend  to  each  of  the  Synods 
represented  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  lor  their  adoption  : 

Inas-muoh  as  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  Missions  has  been  prac- 
tically inoperative  for  several  years  past,  and  inasmuch  as  the  differ- 
ent Synods  of  the  Reformed  Church  do  not  judge  it  best  at  present, 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  Missions  through  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States ;  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States,  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  fully 
persuaded  of  the  advantages  of  united  hearty  action  in  the  good  and 
pressing  cause,  hereby  agree  among  themselves  in  the  following  arti- 
cles for  jointly  carrying  forward  this  blessed  work. 

I.  OF  committees  or  boards  of  missions. 
Each  District  Synod  shall  elect  a  Committee  or  Board  of  Missions. 

II.  OF  the  executive  council. 

As  800D  as  pos<>ib1e  after  the  election  of  these  boards,  they  shall 
hold  a  joint  meeting  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
their  respective  Chairmen,  and  elect  from  their  cumber  four  persons 
who  shall  be  members  of  an  Executive  Council,  the  duties  of  which 
are  hereinafter  specified. 

ni.  OF  the  superintendent  of  missions. 

There  shall  be  a  Superintendent  of  Missions,  who  shall  have  the 
general  oversight  of  the  work  as  carried  forward  by  the  several  Sy- 
nods co-operating. 

At  the  joint  meeting  of  the  Boards  of  Missions,  they  shall  elect 
a  general  Treasurer,  who  shall  receive  and  disburse  all  funds  upon 
approval  by  the  Executive  Council  of  warrants  countersigned  by  the 
Saperiotendent. 

The  authority  of  the  Executive  Council   shall  be  genend ;  thej 
shall  be  the  Counsellors   of  the  General  Superintendent,  and 
him  carry  into  execudon  in  an  efficient  manner  what  is  d 
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npoD  by  the  joint  meetings  of  the  Boards ;  they  shall  have  authority 
to  act  directly  upon  all  such  matters  as  may  demand  action,  during 
the  interim  between  the  meetings  of  the  Boards. 

The  Superintendent  shall  be  ex-officio  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council  as  well  as  of  the  several  Boards  of  Missions^  and  of  the  sam^ 
when  assembled  in  joint  meeting. 

Whenever  an  election  is  required,  the  Executive  Council  shall 
nominate  to  the  several  Synods,  one  or  more  suitable  persons  for  the 
office  of  Superintendent,  and  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  Synods 
shall  be  sufficient  to  elect. 

In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Superintendency,  the  Executive  Council 
shall  have  power  to  fill  the  same  temporarily^  until  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  Synods^  when  they  shall  nominate  one  or  more  candi- 
dates for  election  by  the  Synods. 

The  term  of  office  of  the  Superintendent  shall  be  four  years,  and 
he  may  be  re-elected  if  it  is  thought  proper. 

The  term  of  office  of  the  members  of  the  Boards  and  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  shall  also  be  four  years,  but  the  Synods  naay^  if  they 
choose,  elect  a  portion  of  their  Boards  annually,  and  the  Boards  in 
the  same  way  may  provide  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  at  their  joint  meetings. 

The  particular  duties  of  the  General  Superintendent^  his  salary,  &c., 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Executive  Council. 

The  Superintendent  shall  present  an  annual  Beport  to  each  of  the 
District  Synods. 

The  Committee  or  Board  of  each  District  Synod  shall  devise  such  plans 
and  means,  as  they  shall  provide  within  themselves,  for  promoting  the 
cause  of  Missions,  within  the  bounds  of  their  Synod,  such  as  organizing 
Missionary  Societies,  holding  Missionary  Conventions,  securing  funds, 
and  taking  the  general  oversight  of  the  Missionary  cause,  so  far  as 
not  provided  for  by,  or  may  not  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  and  General  Superintendent. 

There  shall  be  at  least  one  annual  joint  meeting  of  the  several 
Boards,  which  shall  be  held  shortly  before  the  yearly  meetings  of  the 
Synods,  with  special  reference  to  presenting  the  work  of  the  past, 
and  suggesting  that  of  the  coming  year  in  proper  form,  as  brought 
before  them  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent.  All  matters  not 
determined  by  the  action  of  the  S^nodical  Boards,  shall  be  passed  on 
at  this  meeting. 


These  are  pre  sented  for  adoption  as  general  articles  of  agreement, 
by  the  respeciive  Synods.  It  is  believed  that  they  are  sufficient  to 
inaugurate  and  carry  forward  fhe  work  of  Missions  with  new  vigor 
and  greater  efficiency.  They  may  bo  improved  and  amended  from 
time  to  time  by  the  action  of  the  Synods,  and  they  may  be  supple- 
mented by  the  different  Boards  and  the  Executive  Council,  in  tef'er* 
enoe  tj  such  points  as  are  not  here  provided  for. 
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The  Conference  presents  the  name  of  Rev.  F.  K.  Levan  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Synod,  as  a  suitable  person  for  the  office  of  General  Su- 
perintendent of  3Iission8,  aiid  respectfully  asks  that  an  election  be 
held  in  his  case.  Bespectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  Miller,  President. 
E.  R.  EsGHBACH,  Secrttary, 

III.   REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  the  foregoing  documents 
were  referred,  submitted  their  report.  It  was  received,  taken  up 
item  by  item,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  respectfully  report  as  follows:  But 
two  documents  have  been  placed  in  our  hands. 

1.  The  first  isth  e  Report  of  Synod's  Board  of  Missions. 

From  this  report  we  are  greatly  rejoiced  to  learn  that  the  Board 
have  carried  forward  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church  with  great 
energy  and  zeal.  The  heavy  debt  resting  upon  the  Board  has  been 
liquidated,  and  all  the  Missionaries  paid  in  full,  up  to  the  first  of  the 
present  month,  leaving  a  small  balance  of  $109.46  in  the  Treasury. 
For  this  result  we  should  be  devoutly  thankful  to  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church ;  and  under  God;  we  think  the  members  of  our  Board 
deserve  our  special  thanks  for  their  self-denial  and  faithfulness  in 
carrying  forward  the  work  committed  to  their  care. 

That  there  may  be  entire  co-operation  in  this  work,  we  recommend 
that  the  Classes  under  this  Synod,  dissolve  their  Boards,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  that  the  weak  congregations  within  the  Classes  be 
fostered  by  means  of  sustentation  funds,  and  that  all  missionary 
operations  be  carried  forward  by  the  Synod's  Board. 

2.  The  second  paper  is  a  plan  for  the  Organic  Union  and  co-opera- 
tion, in  the  Missionary  work,  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, appointed  by  this  Synod  at  Frederick,  to  confer  with  similar 
Committees  by  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  and  of  Pittsburgh. 

*  This  plan  is  cordially  recommended  by  us  for  adoption  by  this 
Synod.  Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  KlEFFER,  Chairman. 


Agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Conference,  Rev.  F.  K. 
Levan  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  was  choben  as  General  Superinten- 
dent of  Home  Missions. 


In  reference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Synod,  to  all 
the  pastors  and  congregations  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
Srati^s,  to  co-operate  with  the  German  Evangelical  Missionary  Society 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  work  of  Foreign  Missions,  Synod 
adopted  the  following  preamble  and  resolution. 

Wherkas,  The  General  Synod's  Board  of  Foreign  MifisioDs  has 
ioftngaratcd  measures  to  send  out  a  mifsionarj,  therefore. 
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Resolordy  That  our  collectioos  for  Foreign   Missions  bo  paid   to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod's  Board. 


IV.   ELECTION  OF  BOARD  OP   MISSIONS. 

Tho  following  individuals  were  elected  Synod's  Board  'of  Missions, 
viz. :  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  J.  0.  Miller,  W.  K.  Zieber,  W.  R.  H. 
Deatrich,  and  Elders  W.  A.  Wilt,  G.  S.  Griffith  and  Henry  Wirt. 

On  motion,  the  Board  of  Missions  was  directed  to  determine,  at 
its  first  meeting,  which  of  its  members  shall  serve  for  one  year, 
which  for  two  years,  which  for  three  years,  and  which  for  four  years. 


A  telegram  from  Rev.  F.  Fox,  Rev.  J.  H.  Kriiger  and  Rev.  J. 
Miihlhaupt,  missionaries  on  the  Pacific  coast,  was  received  on  the 
aflernoon  of  the  second  day's  session,  sending  greetings  to  Synod, 
which  elicited  the  following  action  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  President  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  respond 
by  letter  to  this  telegram,  giving  these  brethren  words  of  cheer. 

Resolved^  further,  That  we  also  give  them  material  aid. 

Resolved^  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  solicit  volun- 
tary contributions  for  this  purpose,  the  funds  to  be  paid  within 
thirty  days. 

Rev.  J.  Crawford,  J.  C.  Hensell,  and  Elder  J.  P.  Reed  were  ap- 
pointed the  Committee  called  for  in  the  last  resolution.  Subse- 
quently the  Committee  reported,  that  they  had  secured  $128.75  in 
cash,  for  this  object.  Synod  ordered  these  funds  to  be  handed  to 
the  President,  of  the  Board  of  Missions  to  be  remitted  to  the  Mis- 
sions in  California. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 
I.  treasurer's  report. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  submitted  his  report,  which  was  received, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.   The  report  is  as  follows  : 

Louis    Markelfy   Treasurer,  in  account  with  the   Synod  of  the 

Potomac,  Reformed  Church. 

1873.  DR. 

May  21.       To  cash  received  of  Rev.  H.  St.  J,  Rinker, 

Treasurer  of  Virginia  Classis $35  00 

May  29.  To  cash  received  of  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  Trea- 
surer of  North  Carolina  Classis 30  00 

Sept.  23.      To  cash  received  of  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  Treasurer 

of  Maryland  Classis 112  00 

Oct.  10.       To  cash  received  of  Rev.   Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 

Treasurer  uf  Mercersburg  Classis 112  00 

$289.00 
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1873.  OB., 

Oct.  10.      By  cash  paid  Eev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  salary  as 

Stated  Clerk  of  Synod 75  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 214  00 

$289^00 
Due  Synod  from  Zion's  Classis  $112.00.  ' — — ^' 

II.   REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  folio  wing  report^  which 
was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  would  report : 

That  they  are  somewhat  embarrassed  to  know  what  amount  should 
be  named  by  this  Synod,  to  meet  its  necessary  expenses  during  the 
coming  year.  They  assume,  however,  that  $400.00,  together  with 
the  amount  in  the  Treasury,  and  yet  due  Synod,  will  be  sufficient  for 
this  purpose.  They  accordingly  recommend  the  apportionment  of 
that  sum  among  the  several  Classes  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Zion's  Classis, $112  00 

Maryland  Classis, 112  00 

Mercersburg  Classis, 112  00 

Virginia  Classis, 35  00 

North  Carolina  Classis, 30  00 


• 


$401  00 


They  have  also  examined  the  Treasurer's  Report,  and  find  it  cor- 
rect—with a  balance  on  hand  of  $214  00 — and  with  $112.00  due 
from  Zion's  Classis. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  A.  RUPLEY, 

James  Crawford,       }-  Committee. 
Jno.  p.  Reed, 


Zion's  Classis  referred  the  apportionment  of  $200.00  upon  saiH 
Classic,  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  in  the  United 
Statei>,  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness  of  that  Board,  to  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac. 

This  item  was  referred  to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  J. 
0.  MUler,  E.  E.  Higbee;  and  S.  N.  Callender. 

This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  item  4  of  Requests  from  Um 
Keport  on  the  Classical  Minutes,  having  reference  to   the  0 
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Zion,  and  an  apportionment  made  npon  it  for  the  indebtedness  of  the 
Beneficiary  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States — 
together  with  certain  resolations  and  amendments  before  the  Synod 
yesterday,  report  the  following  paper  on  the  general  subject  involved: 

In  view  of  the  fact,  that  claims  are  made  upon  the  Clahses  consti- 
tutinc:  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  to  aid  in  liquidating  a  debt  con- 
tracted by  the  Beneficiary  Board  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac;  and,  Whereas,  there  is  a  beneficiary  fund 
from  which  moneys  were  and  are  now  derived  for  Beneficiary  Educa- 
tion, which  fund  belonged  to  the  whole  Synod,  then  embracine:  the 
new  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  upon  which  this  Synod  regards  itself  as 
still  having  just  claims;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Conference  be  and  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  to  confer  with  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States,  with  instructions  to  request  that  Synod  to  liquidate  our 
share  of  this  debt  assessed  upon  the  Classes  of  the  Synod  of  the  Po- 
tomac, with  its  proper  share  of  the  interests  derived  from  the  Old 
Beneficiary  fund. 

Resolved,  further,  That  this  committee  be  instructed  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  the  great  necessity  of  the  two 
Synods  coming  to  a  clear  and  fixed  understanding  of  the  relation  which 
the  two  Synods  sustain  to  these  funds,  which  were  held  by  the  Church 
in  common  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  O.  Miller,  ") 

E.  E.  Higbee,  >■  Committee. 

S.  N.  Callender,    j 

The  committee  called  for  in  the  foreojoing  resolutions,  consists  of 
Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  F.  A.  Rupley,  and  Eider  G.  S.  Griffith. 


A  communication  was  received  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  Spates,  held  at  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  in  reply  to 
the  overture  from  this  Synod,  that  said  Svnod  assume  the  assessment 
of  $335.00  upon  the  *' Proposed  New  Synod,"  by  the  General  Synod 
of  Cincinnati,  and  also  exonerate  the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod 
from  the  payment  of  five-ninths  of  the  assessments  for  Contingent 
purposes,  made  by  the  Synod  of  Marti nsburg  in  1872. 

This  communication  informs*  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  that  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States  assumes  the  payment  of  $335.00  assessed 
for  Contingent  purposes  by  the  General  Synod  upon  the  Proposed 
New  Synod — the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, — and,  further,  that  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States  declines  to  grant  the  exoneration  of  five- 
ninths  of  the  assessments  for  contingent  purposes  made  by  the  Synod  of 
the  United  States,  held  at  Martinsburg,  WestVirgnia,in  October  1872. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  all  the  attention  of  the  several 
Classes  of  this  Synod  to  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  this  matter. 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 
APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 
Nothing  occurred. 


ARTICLE  XVIL 

COMPLAINTS. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  a  Complaint  from  Elder 
John  Z.  Smith  against  certain  action  of  a  special  meeting  of  Mercers- 
burg  Classis^  held  in  Bedford,  Pa.,  October  2d,  1873.  This  item  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  consisiing  of  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  W.  Goodrich, 
A.  R.  Kremer,  and  Elders  L.  Markell  and  J.  W.  Messersmith,  to 
examine  whether  the  complaint  be  in  order,  and  if  found  in  order,  to 
report  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  taken  up. 

This  committee  subsequently  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Complaint  of  John  Z. 
Smith,  a  delegate  of  the  Woodcock  Valley  charge,  against  certain 
action  of  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  heard 
the  parties  in  the  case:  from  which  they  learn,  that  the  Complaint  is 
unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  it  is  affirmed  by  members  of  Classis,  that 
no  notice  of  said  complaint  was  given  to  the  Classis  before  its  rising — 
and  in  consequence  no  notice  of  such  complaint  is  found  on  the  face 
of  the  minutes  of  said  Classis.  Hence  the  complaint  is  out  of  order, 
and  we  therefore  recommend  that  said  complaint  be  dismissed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  Miller, 

W.  Goodrich, 

A.  R.  Kremer, 

Louis  Markell, 

J.  W.  Messersmith, 


Committee, 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolvedy  That  an  additional  Board  be  established,  to  be  called  the 
Sunday-School  Board  of  the  Potomac  Synod,  to  which  shall  be  com- 
mitted the  interests  of  the  Sunday-School  work  within  the  bounds  of 
this  Synod ;  said  Board  to  consist  of  five  members,  one  of  whom  shall 
be  elected  annually. 

Heiolved,  further.  That  the  President  of  Synod  be  directed  at  this 
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time  to  appoint  said  Board,  one  member  to  serve  for  one  year,  one  for 
two  years,  one  for  three  years,  one  for  four  years,  and  one  for  five  years. 
The  Sunday  School  Board,  as  appointed  by  the  President  and  ap- 
proved by  Synod,  consists  of  Bev.  James  Crawford  for  five  years, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Santee  for  four  years.  Rev.  J.  8.  Foulk  for  three  years, 
Elder  F.  M.  McKeehan  for  two  years,  and  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith  for 
one  year. 

The  following  resolution  was  subsequently  adopted : 
Resolved,  That  Friday  evening,  October  23d,  of  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Synod,  be  set  apart  for  the  discussion  of  topics  connected 
with  the  Sunday-School  work,  and  that  the  arranp;ements  for  this 
meeting  be  committed  to  the  Sunday-School  Board  of  the  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Organization,  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  similar  committees  from  the  other  two  Eastern 
District  Synods,  to  determine  the  boundaries  between  the  three 
Eastern  District  Synods,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted,  and  the  committee  was  continued: 

To  THE  Reverend  Synod  op  the  Potomac. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  committees  from  the 
'*  Synod  in  the  United  States/'  and  the  "  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,"  on 
defining  the  boundaries  of  the  several  Eastern  Synods,  beg  leave  to 
report,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  had  no  opportu- 
nity of  appointing  its  committee  in  time  to  hold  such  conference  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  this  Synod,  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  do 
any  thing  in  the  work  for  which  we  have  been  appointed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  Peters, 

F.    A.    RUPLEY. 


The  Stated  Clerk  reported,  that  he  had  transmitted,  as  instructed, 
to  Rev.  Dr.  A.  H'.  Kremer,  Chairman  of  the  Commission  from  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States^  a  certified  copy  of  the  action  of  this 
Synod  in  regard  to  the  overture  from  that  Synod. 

Agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  General  Synod  in  the  matter  of 
union  between  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  and  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  that  each  District  Synod  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  Synod  appointed  the  following  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  Elder  I.  Laucks. 


The  foUowinfE  committee,  coosiating  of  Rev.  &.  B.  Higbee,  S.  N. 
Cftlleoder,  and  Elder  J.  Heyser,  was  appointed  to  aid  in  dratliog  a 
new  ConBtitDtioD,  agreeably  to  the  direotion  of  tbe  Qeneral  Sy^od. 


The  Classea  were  directed  to  insert  sq  additiooal  column  in  their 
statistical  tables  for  the  nnmber  of  students  preparing  for  the  Holj 
Hioistry,  as  directed  by  the  General  Synod. 


A  communication  was  received  from  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States,  staling  that  it  had  referred  to  the  Maryland  Classin  the  sub- 
ject of  certain  interests  of  said  Synod  in  churcU  property  in  Washing- 
ton  City.  D.  C. 

The  attention  of  the  Maryland  Classls  was  directed  to  this  matter. 


The  Maryland  ClBSsia  having  referred  the  organization  of  the  Ger- 
man brethren  withio  its  bounds  into  a  Clasais  to  this  Synod,  the  fol- 
lowieg  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Sewlved,  That  this  Synod  inform  (he  German  Brethren,  that  the 
same  authority  given  to  them  to  form  a  Classis  by  the  Martlosburg 
Synod,  Is  oontinued  to  them  by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolntion  were  adopted  : 
Whereas,  Many  of  the  Charters  of  our  congregations  are  not  in 

harmony  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed   Church    in   the 

United  States,  therefore ; 
Retoleed,  That  the  Classes  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  he 

directed  to  see  to  it,  that  the  charters  of  congregations  harmoniie 

with    the   Constitution   of    the    Reformed    Church    in    the   United 


ARTICLE  XX. 
PUBLICATION. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Retolved,  That  ihe  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  have  one  tbou- 
etnd  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Organization  and  of  the  present  sessions 
dnly  authenticated,  published,  in  the  same  slie  sod  form  as  the  Min- 
utes of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States — tbe  Hinntes  of  Organisation 
in  their  running  order,  snd  of  this  meeting  in  Lemmita  form — and 
distribute  them  amongst  those  entitled  to  reoein  them. 
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ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Report  of  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod* 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  submitted  the  following  report, 
whioh  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Chambersburg,  Pa.,  October  24,  1873. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they 
have  adopted  as  the  device  for  the  seal,  a  cross  with  the  legend : 
^0  e^atv  Toy  Hoy,  i^et  ttjv  t^wijv — He  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life,  1 
John  5:  12;  and  the  words,  ''The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Re- 
forme  l  Church,  U.  S.,  1873."  This  seal  has  been  engraved  under 
the  super! Dtendenco  of  Elder  Edward  J.  Zahm,  of  jjancaster,  Pa., 
and  is  presented  to  the  Synod  with  the  fraternal  greetings  of  that 
brother. 

They  have  decided  upon  the  form  of  an  Act  of  Incorporation, 
which  they  will  endeavor  to  secure  from  both  the  Legislatures  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  at  their  next  se^^sions.  They  present 
along  with  this  report,  a  copy  of  this  act  of  incorporation  for  the  in- 
spection and  approval  of  the  Synod. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Lewis  H.  Steiner, 
Louis  Markell, 
William  Heyser, 
J.  O.  Miller, 
S.  N.  Callender. 


Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  Elders  Louis  Markell  and  Wm.  Heyser, 
and  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller  and  S.  N.  Callender  were  re-elected  Trustees 
of  Synod. 

The  copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation  was  referred  for  examination 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber,  and  ElJers 
J.  P.  Reed  and  P.  B.  Mikesell. . 

This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted : 

The  special  committee  to  which  was  referred  for  examination  the 
proposed  act  of  incorporation  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  respectfully  reports,  that  we  have  examined  said  document, 
find  it  curefully  prepared,  and  adapted  to  our  wants. 

Two  verbal  additions  are  needed  to  make  this  proposed  charter 
more  complete,  viz.:  Ist  on  page  1.  line  5,  insert  the  word  '^  devises" 
between  the  words  ^* donations"  and  ** bequests,"  so  as  to  read  ''dona- 
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tioQS,  devises  and  beqaests."  2d  on  page  1,  line  6,  insert  the  word 
"lands"  before  the  word  '* moneys/'  so  as  to  read  ^^  to  be  possessed 
of  lands  and  moneys/' 

With  these  additions,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  by  which  the  act  of  incorporation 
was  prepared,  be  instructed  to  secure  its  passage  by  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  ZlEBER, 

Jno.  p.  Reed,  )■  Committee, 

Peter  B.  Mikesell. 


Chambersburo,  Pa., 
October,  1873. 


} 
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In  regard  to  the  seal  of  Synod,  the  following  resolution  of  thanks 
wa.«  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered,  by  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  to  Elder  Edward  J.  Zahm,  for  the  present  of  the  seal  and 
press  to  this  Synod. 

The  following  statement  was  received   from  the  "  Society  for  the' 
Relief  of  Ministers   and    Widows   of  Ministers   of   the   Reformed 
Church,"  and  ordered  to  be  incorporated  in  the  Minutes. 

Annual  Statement  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and 

Widi^ice. 

The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  has  instructed  the  under- 
signed to  present  to  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  a  statement  of  its 
fioancial  condition  and  its  benevolent  operations,  with  the  request 
that  the  statement  be  put  on  record. 

The  Society  is  at  present  extending  relief  to  eleven  widows  of 
Reformed  Ministers.  Of  these^  the  greater  number  are  the  widows 
of  ministers  who  were  never  members  of  the  Society.  We  are  also 
aiding  in  the  support  of  two  di«>abled  ministers  of  our  Church. 

The  invested  funds  have  been  slowly  increasing  from  year  to  year, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  fact  that  our  ministers  and  consistories  generally 
have  been  taking  a  more  lively  interest  in  our  operations,  and  have 
presented  the  matter  to  the  people^  who  have  responded  by  contribut- 
ing freely  to  this  cause.  The  amount  now  invested  is  twelve  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  and  we  have  a  balance  in  hand 
Bnfficient  to  pay  the  annuities  which  have  been  voted  at  our  annual 
meeting  held  yesterday  and  to-day. 

The  number  of  indigent  widows  of  ministers  is  continually  increas- 
iog:  and  the  applications  for  relief  are  proportionably  more  numer- 
ous and  pressing.     The  Society  aims  at  meeting  all  these  demands  as 
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far  as  practicable.  To  do  this,  it  is  eelf-eyident,  that  we  mast  great- 
ly enlarge  our  resources. 

We,  therefore,  beg  that  the  Synod  of  Potomac  commend  this  chari- 
table institution  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  churches.  The 
Society  suggests  also,  that  the  Synod  appoint  the  third  Sunday  in 
June  as  a  suitable  time  when  pastors  shall  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
people  to  make  a  contribution  to  its  funds. 

October  25|h,  1873.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  President 

It  was, 

Resolved,  That  in  compliance  with  the  suggestion  contained  in  the 
above  statement,  this  Society  be  commended  to  the  confidence  and 
support  of  our  churches,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  all  our  con- 
gregations to  lift  one  collection  in  the  month  of  June,  so  far  as  practi- 
cable, in  aid  of  said  society. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  attention  of  the  several  Classes  be  di- 
rected to  this  subject. 

• 

An  assessment  of  twenty>five  cents  was  laid  upon  the  members  of 
Synod  for  defraying  the  local  expenses  incident  to  the  present  ses- 
sions. The  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  and  Elders  E.  Williard  and  D.  Dunn 
were  appointed  the  Committee  to  collect  said  assessment,  who  sub- 
mitted the  following  report : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  up  a  collection  for  the  sexton  of 
the  Church  would  report,  that  they  have  attended  to  their  duty  and 
realized  the  sum  of  $17.35. 

D.  Y.  Heisler,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  amount  ordered  to 
be  paid  to  Sexton  Swert. 

Agreeably  to  an  invitation  received  from  Rev.  Dr.  Archibald, 
President  of  Wilson  Female  College,  located  in  the  immediate  vicini- 
ty of  Chambersburg,  the  Synod  visited  said  Institute  in  a  body  on 
Saturday  forenoon. 

The    Committee     on     Overtures     reported    a  letter    from   Rev. 

Daniel  Ziegler,  D.  D.,  asking  to  be  excused  for  non-attendance  upon 

the  present  meeting  in  consequence  of  affliction. 

The  letter  was  read  and  the  request  granted.     It  was  also 
Resolved,  That  we  as  a  Synod  express  our  sincere  sympathy  with 

this  father  in  his  afflictions,  which  have  prevented  his  attendance 

upon  Synod. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Denominations, 
state  that  no  papers  or  business  of  any  kind  have  come  into  our  hands, 
hence  report  no  business.  A.  Wanner,  Chairman. 
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On  the  morniDg  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Committee 
CD  NomiDattoQs  presented  their  report.  It  was  received,  amended  aud 
adopted.  The  election  was  held  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and 
the  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
of  the  Nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod.  Elders  Prof.  G.  N. 
Abbott  and  L.  Markell,  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the 
ballots,  counted  them,  and  furnished  the  President  with  the  result. 
The  result  will  be  found  elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  action  of 
the  Synod  on  the  Reports  of  the  several  Boards. 


The  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  procure  a  suitable 
Minute  Book  and  keep  a  Manuscript  Record  of  the  Acts  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  Synod. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resohetf,  That  the  attention  of  the  Classes  be  called  to  the  import- 
ance of  having  their  statistical  repoits  full  and  complete,  and  that  the 
subject  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  all  our  pastors. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 
RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  having  enjoyed  the  marked  kindness  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  congregation  and  other  churches  and  citizens  of 
Chambersburg,  this  Synod  shall  bear  in  grateful  remembrance  their 
Christian  hospitality,  and  pray  that  the  blessino;s  of  His  grace,  Who 
has  said,  "  In-as-muoh  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  those  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  Me,"  may  abundantly  rest  upon  them  and  their 
families. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pastor  loci  be  requested  to  read  this  resolution 
of  thanks  from  the  pulpit  of  this  church,  and  send  a  transcript  there- 
of to  the  other  pastors  of  the  place,  with  a  request  to  read  it  to  their 
people. 

Resolved^  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  re- 
turn the  thanks  of  this  Synod  to  the  following  Railroad  Companies  : 
Cumberland  Valley,  Northern  Central,  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  Western 
Maryland,  Frederick  and  Pennsylvania  State  Line,  and  Orange  and 
Alexandria,  for  passing  its  members  over  their  respective  roads  at  re- 
duced rates. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  directed  to  return 
the  thanks  of  this  Synod  to  Mr.  M.  A.  Foltz  for  services  gratuitous- 
ly rendered  in  the  way  of  printing. 

*  7  7092? 
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The  roll  was  called  and  none  were  found  absent  without  permis- 
sion. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved  y  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  in  conyention 
— to  be  composed  of  all  the  ministers  within  the  bounds  of  Synod, 
and  one  elder  from  each  charge. 

Re^olvedy  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  annual  sessions  in  the 
Reformed  Church  of  Hanover,  York  County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  the 
21st  of  October,  A.  D.,  1874,  at  7  J  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Adjourned  with  singing  the  Gloria  in  Exoelsis,  repetition  of  the 
Apostles'  Creed  and  Lord*s  Prayer,  Doxology  and  the  Apostolic  bene- 
diction by  the  President. 

E.  R.  EscHBAGH,  President 
Wm.  M.  Deatrick,   Stated  Clerk, 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk, 
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Minutes  of  Synod. — Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  I.  S. 
Weisz,  and  Elders  A.  R.  Sohnebley  and  E.  Brandenber^. 

Overtures. — Rev.  J.  W.  Santee,  O.  L.  Ashenfelter,  H.  Tallhelm, 
and  Elders  J.  Welshans,  and  W.  H.  Lakin. 

Minutes  of  Classes, — Rev.  A.  R.  Kremer,  J.  T.  Rossiter,  G.  H. 
Martin,  and  Elders  J.  Motter  and  L.  Markell. 

Examination y  Licensure  and  Ordination. — Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  J. 
0.  Miller,  A.  G.Dole,  and  Elders  H.  Wirt  and  J.  Rawlings. 

Sta4e  of  Religion,  and  Statistical  Reports. — Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer, 
H.  Wissler,  J.  M.  Souder,  and  Elders  S.  Sipe  and  J.  Albaugh. 

Missions. — Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer,  J.  Ault,  P.  S.  Davis,    and  Elders 
D.  A.  Bleeker  and  G.  Kann. 

Nominations. — Rev.  M.  Kieifer,  S.  K.  Eremer,  D.  Y.  Heisler,  and 
Elders  J.  Motter  and  W.  H.  Bargelt. 

Finance. — Rev.  E.  R.  Esohbach,  D.  Gans,  W.  D.  Lefevre,  and 
Elders  J.  P.  Reed  and  J.  M.  Nicely. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Maryland,  Mercersburg, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  German  Maryland,  and  San  Francisco  were 
received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  ex- 
cept the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read,  and  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

3.  The  First  Annual  Report,  the  General  Superintendent's  Report, 
and  the  Treasurer's  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  tnree 
Eastern  District  Synods  were  received,  read,  and  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

4.  Eleven  other  communications  were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  Re- 
ligious Services : 

1.  All  the  sessions  were  opened  and  dosed  with  suitable  religious 
services. 

2.  The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  as  follows : 


Your  Committee  respectfully  report  the  followiog  appointments 
for  religions  seryioe : 

SERVICES  IN   CONNECTION   WITH  THE  SYNOD. 

Thursday  evening, — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters. 

Friday  eventn^.— Synodioal  Sunday-school  service ;  conducted  by 
Bev.  J.  Crawford,  Chairman  of  Synod's  Sunday-school  Board. 

Saturday  evening, — Service  preparatory  to  the  Lord's  Supper ;  ser- 
mon by  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis. 

Sunday  morning, — Celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion :  sermon 
by  Rev.  B.  E.  Higbee. 

Sunday  ajlfrnoon, — Sunday-school  service:  addresses  by  Revs. 
J.  Crawford,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  and  S.  K.  Kremer. 

Sunday  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  D.  Gans. 

SERYIOES  IN  OTHER  CHURCHES  OF  THE  PLACE. 

St,  Matthew*8  Lutheran  Church. — Saturday  afiemoon.  Service 
preparatory  to  communion.  Sermon  in  German  language  by  Rev.  I. 
8.  Weisi, 

Sunday  morning, — Holy  Communion ;  sermon  in  German  lan- 
guage by  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee. 

Sunday  evening, — ^Sermon  in  English  language  by  Rev.  B.  N. 
Kremer. 

St,  JUark's  Lutheran    Church. — Sunday  morning.     Sermon   by 
Rev.  0.  L.  Ashenfelter. 
.  Sunday  evening, — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Kieffer. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church, — Sunday  morning.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
M.  Eaeffer. 

Sunday  evening  — Sermon  by  Rev.  A.  R.  Kremer. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  K.  ZiEBER;  Chairman, 

The  religious  services,  as  appointed  by  the  committee,  were  severally 
observed. 


ARTICLE  VHL 
MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  last  annual  meeting  was  dispensed 
with,  and  the  printed  Minutes  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report  the  items  of  unfinished  business  claim- 
ing the  attention  of  this  meeting.  This  Committee  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  received  and  disposed  of  item  by  item. 


8 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  beg  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing report :  the  following  items  claim  the  attention  of  this^Sjnod. 

Item  1,  page  35.  The  Board  of  Education  of  this  Synod  is  in- 
structed to  attend  the  examination  of  students  receiving  theological 
instruction  at  Mercersburg  College. 

Item  2,  page  4:2,  The  appointment  of  a  committee  consisting  of  Revs. 
D.  Y.  Heisler,  F.  A.  Rupley,  and  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith,  to  confer  with 
the  Synod  of  the  United  States  on  the  liquidation  of  our  share  of  in- 
debtedness to  the  former  Board  of  Beneficiary  Education ;  and  to 
secure  a  definite  understandiog  of  the  relation  which  the  mother 
Synod  and  this  Synod  sustain  to  those  funds  held  in  common  by  the 
Church  prior  to  the  organization  of  this  Synod. 

Item  3,  page  42.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Classes  to  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States 
in  declining  to  exonerate  the  Classes  of  this  Synod  of  five-ninths  of 
the  assessment  for  contingent  purposes,  made  by  the  Synod  of  Martins- 
burg  in  1872. 

Item  4,  page  44.  Is  the  appointment  of  a  Sunday-school  Board, 
and  setting  apart  Friday  evening  of  the  present  sessions  of  Synod  for 
the  discussion  of  topics  connected  with  the  Sunday-school  work. 

Item  b J  page  44.  Is  the  continuance  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  F.  A.  Rupley,  and  Elder  J.  P.  Hassler  to  con- 
fer with  similar  committees  from  the  other  two  Eastern  Svnods  on 
Synodical  boundaries. 

Item  6,  page  44.  Is  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  J.  0.  Miller,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  Elder  I.  Laucks,  on  the 
part  of  this  Synod,  to  confer  with  a  committee  from  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America  on  the  question  of  union  with  said  Church. 

Item  7,  page  45.  Is  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  S.  N.  Callender,  and  Elder  J.  Heyser,  to  aid  in 
drafting  a  new  Constitution. 

Item  8,  page  45.  The  Classes  are  directed  to  open  a  column  in 
their  statistical  tables,  showing  the  number  of  students  preparing 
for  the  Holy  Ministry. 

Item  9,  page  45.  The  attention  of  Maryland  Classis  is  called  to  the 
action  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  in  reference  to  certain  in- 
terests of  said  Synod  in  Church  property  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Item  10,  page  45.  The  Classes  are  directed  to  see  that  the  charters 
of  congregations  harmonize  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

Item  11,  page  4b.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  have  one 
thousand  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  printed  and  distributed. 

Item  12,  page  47.  The  Committee  on  Incorporation  of  Synod  is 
instructed  to  secure  the  passage  of  said  act  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Item  13,  page  48.  The  attention  of  the  Classes  is  directed  to  the 
cause  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Min- 
bters  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 


Committee. 


Item  14,  page  49.  The  attention  of  the  Classes  is  called  to  the 
importance  of  having  their  statistical  reports  full  and  complete. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  A.  Peters, 
Hy.  St.  J.  RiNKER, 
I.  8.  Weisz, 

A.  R.  SCHNEBLEr, 

E.  Brandenberq. 

For  the  action  on  item  1,  see  Article  XIII.,  Education;  on  items 
2  and  3,  see  Article  XV.,  Finance  ;  on  item  4,  see  Article  XVIII., 
Sunday-schools;  on  items  5,  6,  7,  9,  10  and  14,  see  Article  XIX., 
Church  Government ;  on  item  8,  see  Article  X.,  Minutes  of  Classes ; 
on  11,  see  Article  XX.,  Publication ;  and  on  items  12  and  13,  see 
Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  their  report,  which  was 
received  and  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows : 
The  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  report . 

1.  A  request  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund  in  re- 
ference to  an  apportionment  made  by  the  General  Synod  at  Cincinnati, 
apportioning  $232.00  of  the  debt  of  said  Board  to  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac. 

2.  A  request  from  the  brethren  on  the  Pacific  Coast  to  constitute 
th^m  a  Classis. 

3.  A  communication  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Synod,  reporting  the  action  of  said  Synod  to  this  body, 
with  reference  to  the  formation  of  a  German  Synod  in  the  East. 

4.  A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  with  reference  to  the  attendance  of  members  of  said  Board, 
and  also  to  obligations  pertaining  to  Beneficiaries. 

5.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

6.  Report  from  the  Board  of  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf. 

7.  A  communication  from  the  Herald  Printing  Company,  of  Car- 
lisle, Pa.,  asking  the  privilege  of  making  an  estimate  for  the  printing 
for  this  Synod. 

8.  A  paper  from  several  members  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Frederick 
City  congregation,  reciting  facts  touching  the  interests  of  that  congre- 
gation. 

9.  A  paper  from  eighteen  members  of  the  Frederick  congregation, 
who  had  signed  a  petition  to  the  Consistory,  requesting  said  Con- 
sistory to  nominate  Rev.  T.  J.  Baeher,  who  now  ask  that  their  names 
be  erased  from  said  petition. 
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10.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  at  Philadelphia. 

11.  Report  from  the  Board  of  Trastees  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  accompanied  with  the  Report  of  the  Trea- 
surer. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
J.  W.  Santee, 

O.  L.  ASHENFELTEB, 

H.  Tallhelm, 
Wm.  H.  Lakin, 
Joseph  Welshans, 


Committee, 


For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  XY.,  Finance  ;  on 
items  2  and  3,  see  Article  XIX.,  Church  Ooyernment;  on  item  4,  see 
Article  XIY.,  Missions ;  on  item  5,  see  Article  XIII.,  Education ;  on 
items  6,  10  and  11,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous;  on  item  7,  see 
Article  XX.,  Publication  ;  and  on  items  8  and  9,  see  Article  XVI., 
Appeals  and  References, 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committer  on  Minutes  of  Classes  respectfully  submit  their  re- 
port, as  follows,  yiz : 

I.   IBREOULARITIES. 

1.  The  Classis  of  North  Carolina  took  action  on  a  supplementary 
yerbal  report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures. 

2.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  the  same  Classis  failed  to  give  the  full 
names  of  persons. 

3.  The  same  Classis  failed  to  adopt  its  Minutes. 

II.   BEQUESTS  AND   RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  The  Mercersburg  Classis  transferred  the  Newburgh  charge  in 
Cumberland  county,  Pa.,  to  Zion's  Classis,  subject  to  its  acceptance 
by  Zion's  Classis  and  confirmation  by  the  Synod.  Zion's  Classis  has 
accepted  the  transfer. 

2.  The  German  Maryland  Classis  asks  Synod  to  dismiss  it  in  order 
that  it  may  unite  with  other  German  Classes  in  the  formation  of  a 
German  Synod. 

III.   APPEALS  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

1.  An  appeal  of  Elder  A.  T.  Rice  from  the  decision  of  the  Mary- 
bnd  Classis,  in  which  the  Classis  refused  to  sustain  the  appeal  of  A. 
T.  Rice  against  the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  consistory  of  the 
Evangelical  Ueformed  church  of  Frederick,  Md.,  in  that  they  refined 
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to  nominate  Rev.  T.  J.  Bacher  for  the  pastorate  of  the  church  when  re- 

2 nested  to  xlo  so  by  a  petition  of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of 
lie  congregation. 

2.  A  complaint  of  Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley  and  others  against  the  action 
of  Maryland  Classis  in  confirming  a  call  to  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach  from 
the  Evangelical  Reformed  church  of  Frederick,  Md. 

lY.  SUBJECTS  REFEBRKD  TO  CLASSES. 

All  the  subjects  referred  by  the  Synod  to  the  several  Classes  were 
adopted  by  all  the  Classes,  except  by  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  and 
Maryland  Classes  which  failed  to  insert  the  additional  column  in  their 
statistical  tables  for  the  number  of  students  preparing  for  the  Holy 
Ministry. 

y.  LICENSED,  ORDAINED,  RECEIVED   AND   DISMISSED. 

1.  Zion*s  Classis  received  the  licentiate  Reuben  Rauhauser  from 
the  Philadelphia  Classis,  and  ordained  him ;  received  the  licentiate 
Aaron  H.  Leiss  from  the  Lebanon  Classis,  and  ordained  him ;  re- 
ceived Rev.  Israel  S.  WeisK  from  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Rev. 
Dr.  Moses  Kieffer  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  Rev.  Andrew  J. 
Heller  from  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  Rev.  Oliver  L.  Ashen- 
felter  from  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  Rev.  George  W.  Glessner  from 
the  Lancaster  Classis,  Rev.  Julius  H.  Krueger  from  the  Indiana 
Classis,  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt  from  th^  Sheboygan  Classis,  and  the  li- 
centiate W.  H.  Herbert,  from  the  Tiffin  Classis  ;  licensed  David  P. 
Lefever  and  dismissed  him  to  the  Iowa  Classis ;  and  dismissed  Rev. 
John  S.  Foulk  to  the  Presbytery  of  Carlislie. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  received  Rev.  Julius  G.  Erhardt  from  the 
Grerman  United  Evangelical  Protestant  Synod,  Rev.  P.  Allison  Long 
from  the  Tuscarawas  Classis,  Rev.  Orange  E.  Lake  from  the  same 
Classis,  the  licentiate  M.  Treiber  from  the  German  Philadelphia 
Classis,  and  ordained  him,  and  Rev.  Charles  Cast,  from  the  Somerset 
Classis ;  dismissed  Rev.  Marcus  Bachman  and  the  fifth  (St.  Paul's) 
Reformed  Churchy  and  Rev.  J.  Conrad  Hauser  and  the  sixth 
(Emanuers)  Reformed  Church,  Rev.  Gotthold  L.  Ncef  and  the 
seventh  (Zion's)  Reformed  Church,  and  Rev.  J.  Pister,  to  form  a 
new  Classis  (German). 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis  received  the  licentiates  William  C.  Schaef- 
fer  and  Solomon  B.  Schafer  from  the  Lancaster  Classis  and  ordained 
them,  Rev.  Stephen  K.  Kremer  from  the  Virginia  Classis,  and  Rev. 
Henry  Hanhart  from  the  Miami  -Oassis ;  dismissed  Rev.  Dr.  Moses 
Kieffer  to  the  Zion's  Classis,  and  Rev.  Lucian  Cort  to  the  West- 
moreland Classis. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  received  Rev.  William  C.  B.  Shulenberger 
from  the  Mercersburg  Classb,  Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher,  from  the 
Philadelphia  Classis,  I^v.  Henry  Tallhelm  from  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  the  licentiate  Andrew  J.  Bowers,  from  the  Philadelphia 
Classis ;  and  dismissed  Rev.  Stephen  K.  Kremer  to  the  Mercersburg 
Classis. 
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5.  North  Carolina  Classis  received  the  licentiate  J.  A.  Foil  from 
the  Philadelphia  Classis  and  ordained  him^  and  licensed  aiid  ordained 
J.  H.  Shuford. 

VI.  PLACE  AND  TIME  OF  THE  NEXT  ANNUAL   MEETINGS  OF  THE 

CLASSES. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  wiU  meet  in  Dover,  York  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  first 
Friday  in  June,  1875,  at  7  J  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  John  Ault,  Presi- 
dent, and  Rev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  Clerk, 

2.  Maryland  Classis  will  meet  in  Ha^^rstown,  Washington  Co., 
Md.,  on  Thursday  before  Ascension  Day,  (April  29tb),  1875,  at  7} 
o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  Daniel  Gans,  D.  D.,  President,  and  Rev.  Simon 
S.  Miller,  Stated  Clerk, 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis  will  meet  in  St  Paul's  church,  Waynes- 
boro, Franklin  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  April  21st,  A.  D.  1875,  at  7  J 
o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  John  A.  Peters,  President,  and  Wm.  M.  Deat- 
rick,  Stated  Clerk. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  Shepherdstown,  West  Virginia,  on 
Thursday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  April  (15th,)  1875,  at  7J 
o'clock,  P  M,  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  President^  and  the  Rev, 
H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  Stated  Clerk, 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Pleasant  Retreat  church, 
Davidson  Co.,  N.  C,  on  Thursday  before  the  second  Sunday  in  May, 

S6th,)  1875,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.    Rev.  J.  C.  Clapp,  President,  and 
lev.  G.  W.  Welker,  D.  D.,  Stated  Clerk. 

6.  German  Maryland  Classis  will  meet  in  Zion's  church,. Aisquith 
street,  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  (3d)  1875,  at  7} 
o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  Marcus  Bachman;  President,  and  Rev.  J.  Conrad 
Hauser,  Stnted  Clerk. 

7.  San  Francisco  Classis  will  meet 'in  the  Reformed  church  of 
Stockton,  California,  on  the  first  Friday  after  Pentecost,  May  21st,  A. 
D.  1875,  at  7J  P.  M.  Rev.  Frederick  Fox,  President,  and  Rev. 
Julius  H.  Krueger^  Stated  CUrk, 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  R.  Kremer, 

J.  T.  ROSSITER, 

G.  H.  Martin,  \     Committee. 


J,  MOTTER, 

L.  Markell 


.J 


Items  1  and  3  under  Irregularities  were  adopted.  Item  2  was 
adopted,  and  the  attention  of  the  Classis  is  specially  directed  to  this 
matter. 

In  regard  to  Item  1,  under  Bequests  and  Recommendations,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  action  of  Mercersburg  and  Zion's  Classes  be 
confirmed,  and  the  Ncwburgh  charge  made  a  constituent  part  of  Zion's 
Classis. 

For  the  action  on  Item  2  under  the  same  head,  see  Article  XIX., 
Church  Government. 
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For  the  action  on  Items  1  and  2,  under  the  head  of  Appeals  and 
OompkunfSj  see  Articles  XYI.  and  XYII.,  Appeals  and  References, 
and  Complaints. 

In  respect  to  the  failure  of  the  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land Classes  to  ad4  an  additional  column  in  their  statistical  tables 
for  the  number  of  students  preparing  for  the  Holy  Miuistrj,  it  was 

Resolv^^y  anew,  That  these  Classes  be  directed  to  open  an  addition- 
al column  in  their  statistical  tables  for  the  number  of  students  pre- 
paring for  the  Holy  Ministry,  as  requested  by  the  General  Synod  of 
Cincinnati.  t 

All  the  remaining  items  in  the  Report  were  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE,  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  offered 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz  : 

Tour  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  report, 
that  no  business  has  cjme  before  them  demanding  action. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  HiOBEE,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

STATE  OF  RELIGION   AND  STATISTICAL  REPORTS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports 
submitted  their  Report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren : — It  is  with  a  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God  that  we  present  this  report : 

In  all  parts  of  the  Church  work,  as  reported  by  the  various  Classes, 
do  we  see  evidences  of  His  gracious  protection  and  aid.  Almost  un- 
interruptedly has  the  work  of  the  Church  gone  forward  in  the  differ- 
ent pastoral  charges,  and  the  labors  of  the  ministry  have  been  largely 
blessed. 

It  is  true  that  statistics  are  not  a  certain  gauge  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  Church.  There  may  be  a  larger  measure  of  piety  and  faith  when, 
owing  to  other  circumstances,  the  accessions  to  the  Church  may  not 
be  so  large,  while  these  may  be  greatly  increased  by  purely  human 
effort.  And  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  a  large  number  have 
been  received  into  full  communion  with  the  Church  by  the  solemn 
rite  of  Confirmation;  and  this  the  more  especially  when  it  has  been 
the  result  of  regular  and  continued  pastoral  labor,  rather  than  of 
Bpasmodic  zeal. 
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The  preaching  of  the  word,  admiQistration  of  the  SacramcDtB 
oatechisation  of  the  young,  and  pastoral  visiting  upon  the  part  of  the 
ministry,  bave  brougnt  forth,  as  their  fruits,  an  increased  attendance 
upon  these  means  of  grace  on  the  part  of  the  people.  It  is  true,  that 
there  is  felt  to  be  necessity  for  improvement  here  on  both  sides,  and  one 
report  complains  that  there  is  ''  palpable  indifference  to  the  services 
of  the  sanctuary."  While  we  take  encouragement  from  the  evidences 
of  general  prosperity,  let  the  knowledge  of  the  latter  fact  awaken  U8 
to  renewed  activity  and  zeal. 

As  to  the  inner  life  of  the  people,  this  can  only  be  known  to  God 
Himself;  the  great  Searcher  of  hearts.  But  so  far  as  this  is  shown  in 
outward  action,  we  are  able  to  form  some  judgment.  '^  By  their 
fruits  shall  ye  know  them."  While  we  have  much  reason  to  believe 
that  steady  progress  has  been  made  in  the  graces  of  the  Christian 
religion,  yet  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  in  some  instances  gross  vio-' 
lations  of  morals  have  marred  the  purity  of  the  Christian  life.  One 
report  complains  of  the  ^^  absence  of  brotherly  love,"  and  another  that 
*<  many  members  are  not  making  progress  in  the  Christian  life,  while 
all  feel  more  or  less  the  presence  of  sin,  not  only  as  warring  against 
the  soul,  but  as,  to  a  certain  extent,  gaining  the  mastery."  Tbis  is  a 
matter  for  great  sorrow,  and  it  is  against  it  that  the  efforts  of  the 
ministry  and  eldership  should  be  directed.  Not  only  must  the  Church 
grow  from  without,  but  from  within — not  only  as  the  mustard  seed 
developing  to  the  full-grown  tree,  affording  shelter  and  protection  to 
those  drawn  from  the  world  of  sin,  but  as  the  leaven  permeating  and 
changing  the  character  of  the  whole  lump.  May  the  blessing  of  God 
rest  upon  our  labors  in  this  sense  especially,  that  brotherly  love  may 
continue,  and  the  evil  passions  of  our  souls  be  crucified. 

It  is  encouragiog  to  know  that  a  growing  interest  is  generally 
manifested  in  the  Sunday-school  and  its  important  work.  It  behooves 
our  Church  especially  to  make  proper  account  of  this  auxiliary,  and 
throw  around  it  her  protecting  arm,  that  it  may  prove  to  be  an  effi- 
cient aid  in  ministering  to  the  religious  wants  of  the  children. 

We  say  our  Church  especially,  for  the  reason  that  it  has  ever  been 
one  of  its  most  glorious  features  that  it  makes  provision  for  the  lamhs 
of  the  flock,  and  regards  them  as  members  of  God's  holy  family, 
through  the  sacrament  of  baptism.  Our  forefathers  with  their  paro- 
chial schools,  showed  that  tbey  had  no  sympathy  with  the  idea  that 
children  are  to  grow  up,  outside  of  covenant  relations  with  God  until 
old  enough  to  make  an  intelligent  choice  for  themselves,  but  rather 
that  they  would  throw  around  them  all  the  helps  of  grace,  that  they 
might  grow  in  the  family  life  of  Heaven  even  as  they  do  in  the 
family  life  of  earth.  This  work  the  Sunday-school  is  endeavoring  to 
do,  but  it-  requires  all  the  aid  that  the  combined  wisdom  and  encour- 
agement of  this  Synod  can  give  it,  that  its  work  may  be  successf ally 
done. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  in  the  past  year  evident  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  educational  interests  of  the  Church.    The  Faculty 
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of  the  College,  which,  though  Dot  under  the  immediate  care  of  this 
Synod,  ib  yet  laboring  for  its  trae  interests,  have  manifested  commen- 
dable zeal  and  self-sacrifice  in  their  ardaous  labors.  They  need  oar 
gympathy,  our  aid  and  our  prayers,  and  should  be  made  to  feel  that 
we  are  deeply  interested  in  their  work.  A  goodly  number  of  students 
are  under  the  care  of  the  yarious  Glasses,  preparing  for  the  holy 
ministry,  and  we  learn  are  making  good  progress  in  their  studies. 
Oh,  that  their  number  might  be  increased !  From  all  sides  the  cry 
comes  up  for  more  laborers  in  the  Master's  yineyard,  while  the  yacant 
charges  are  sufiFerin^  from  the  delay  occasioned  in  securiDg  the  ser- 
vices of  a  pastor.  Would  to  Grod  that  the  hearts  of  our  good  people 
might  be  moved  by  this  ofl-repeated  appeal,  and  they  be  led  to  con- 
secrate their  sons  to  this  holy  work. 

The  Theological  Seminary,  in  whose  prosperity  our  Synod  is  directly 
interested,  is  reported  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  be  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  Her  Professors  are  laboring  with  zeal  and  earnestness, 
and  their  work  is  being  crowned  with  abundant  success.  The  num- 
ber of  students,  though  not  so  large  as  desirable,  is  encoaraging,  and 
could  be  increased  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  ministry.  May  our 
blessed  Lord  keep  under  His  fostering  care  this  beloved  institution, 
whose  mission  it  is  to  send  forth  ambassadors  at  once  Evangelical, 
Protestant  and  Reformed,  that  it  may  have  a  more  enlarged  sphere 
of  usefulness  than  at  present  is  the  case. 

Our  mission  field  is  important  and  promising,  but  alas,  its  proper 
cultivation  is  hindered  by  our  sad  deficiency  in  benevolent  contribu- 
tions. According  to  the  statistical  summary  the  amount  contributed 
this  year  has  fallen  short  of  last  year's  contributions  by  upwards  of 
$1,800.00;  the  whole  amount  averaging  less  than  fifty  cents  to  each* 
member. 

Our  people  do  not  seem  to  have  a  proper  conception  of  benevolence. 
They  should  be  made  to  feel  that  it  is  a  privilege  to  give  of  their  sub- 
stance to  the  Lord,  and  to  regard  it  as  an  appropriate  part  of  Christian 
worship.  It  is  a  stupendous  thought,  that  Gk)d,  to  whom  belong  all 
the  treasures  of  the  earth,  should  permit  us  to  aid  Him  in  carrying 
forward  the  great  work  of  salvation,  by  our  earthly  possessions.  And 
yet  such  is  the  fact.  The  Church  is  human  as  well  as  divine  in  its 
constitution,  and  human  means  and  efforts  are  blessed  abundantly  by 
God  when  consecrated  in  loving  faith  to  His  service. 

What  a  glorious  privilege,  then,  is  ours,  that  we  arc  permitted  to 
aid  in  the  progress  of  the  Church  with  that  which  is  lowest  in  the 
sphere  of  existence.  Life,  health,  talent,  time,  comfort;  all  these  are 
of  higher  value  than  money,  but  the  last  is  accepted  of  God  as  well 
as  the  others^  if  given  to  Him  in  faith.  Can  we,  as  ministers  and 
elders,  fail  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  our  people  this  blessed  truth  T 
Can  we  offer  to  them  the  cup  of  salvation  half  emptied  of  its  precious 
contents,  or  shall  we  not  rather  give  it  to  them  full  and  overflowing 
with  the  rich  promises  made  to  the  cheerful  giver? 
During  the  past  year  two  ministers  have  been  summoned  by  the  angel 
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of  death  into  the  presence  of  their  glorified  Lord — the  Rev.  Dr.  Benja- 
min S.  Schneck  and  Rev.  William  H.  Zimmerman.  We  miss  them  from 
our  assemblies  here  on  earthy  but  they  have  entered  into  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  first-born  on  high.  Sufficient  mention  has  already 
been  publicly  made  of  these  departed  ones,  and  it  but  remains  for  us 
to  add  the  solemn  injunction  of  our  Lord,  properly  called  to  mind  by 
their  decease,  "  Watch,  therefore,  for  ye  know  neither  the  day  nor  the 
hour  wherein  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.*' 

And  now,  '*  Unto  Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins 
in  His  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  un^o  God  and 
His  Father ;  to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  forever  and  ever.  Amen." 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Ellis  N.  Kremer,  ^ 
j.  m.  souder,  i 

Henry  Wissler,     }  Committee. 
Samull  Sipe, 
Joshua  Albaugh. 
{^For  Statistical  Tables,  see  Appendix,) 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

EDUCATION. 

report  op  board  of  education. 

The  Board  of  Education  submitted  their  annual  report,  which  was 
received,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 
To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  Board  of  Education  would  respectfully  report,  that  during  the 
past  year  eleven  Beneficiary  Students  have  been  committed  to  its 
care.  These  students  have  given  the  bond  prescribed  by  the  Synod, 
and  are  now  pursuing  their  studies  at  Mercersburg  or  Lancaster. 
They  are  all  supported  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  and  are  as  follows: 
John  C.  Bowman,  David  N.  Dittmar,  David  M.  Whitmore,  Anderson 
J.  Whitmore,  William  I.  Stewart,  Henry  S.  Garner,  Samuel  C.  Long, 
Isaac  N.  Peightal,  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg,  Albert  A.  Black,  and 
Daniel  H.  Leader.  Thesixfirst  named  are  graduates  of  either  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall  College  or  Mercersburg  College,  and  are  now  prose- 
cuting their  theological  studies.  The  others  are  still  undergraduates. 
David  M.  W^hitmore,  George  F.  Mull,  Isaac  M.  Motter,  John  M. 
Schick,  Wm.  I.  Stewart,  Anderson  J.  Whitmore,  Henry  S.  Garner, 
Bart.  R.  Carnahan  and  John  North  "are  pursuing  their  theological 
studies  at  Mercersburg,  according  to  the  provisions  made  by'  resolu- 
tion of  Synod  last  year.  A  committee  of  your  Board  attended  their 
examinations,  and  hereby  report  them  as  satisfactory. 

The  amount  paid  for  Beneficiary  Education  by  the  Mercersburg 
Classis  from  October  Ist,  1873  to  October  1st,  1874,  was  $1441.64. 
Received  as  follows : 
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In  addition  to  this  amount  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  received 
$25.00  from  Rev  J.  C.  Hensell  of  Mount  Crawford,  Virginia  Classis, 
and  $55.80  from  tlie  Hagerstown  congregation,  making  an  aggregate 
of  $1522.44.  These  amounts  were  properly  disbursed,  and  vouchers 
taken. 

The  Board  would  respectfully  add  tlie  following  items  which  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board;  in  an  official  way,  since  the  pre- 
sent sessions  of  Synod  commenced. 

Zion's  Classis  has  had  four  beneficiary  students  under  its  care 
during  the  past  year,  viz.:  David  P.  Lefever,  Conrad  H.  Nagle,  Geo. 
C.  Hall,  and  George  P.  Hartzel.  To  these  the  Classis'  has  paid 
$690  00. 

'  Virginia  Classis  has  two  beneficiary  students  under  its  fostering 
care,  to  wit,  George  A.  Whitmore  and  Samuel  L.  Whitmore,  \o  whom 
it  paid  during  the  past  year  $300.00,  the  full  amount  of  annual  ap- 
propriation. 

Maryland  Classis  bas  received  under  its  care  M.  L.  Firor  as  a 
beneficiary  student,  and  recommended  bim  to  the  care  of  the  Board, 
with  the  request  that  such  appropriation  be  made  to  him  as  may  seem 
necessary,  and  resolved  that  this  sum  be  paid  out  of  moneys  raised 
for  the  purpose  by  said  Classis. 

The  whole  amount  paid  for  Beneficiary  Education, as  far  as  your 
Board  has  any  knowledge  of  it,  will  be  thus  seen  to  be  $2512.44. 

Your  Board  would  earnestly  recommend  that  all  action  of  the 
Classes  be  at  least  reported,  hereafter,  to  the  Board  in  time  to  allow 
it  to  make  a  full  and  satisfactory  report  to  the  Synod. 

During  tbe  past  year,  your  Board  issued  a  circular  in  the  hope  of 
raising  additional  funds,  but  the  appeal  did  not  meet  with  a  hearty 
response,  owing,  as  was  alleged,  to  the  fact,  that  the  brethren  had 
their  hands  full  with  the  collections  already  made  obligatory  upon 
them. 

One  thing  is  certain.  There  must  be  an  increased  interest  and  in- 
creased contributions,  if  the  educational  work  of  the  Synod  is  to  go 
on.  This  work,  it  will  be  conceded,  is  of  primary  importance.  Even 
the  work  of  Missions,  so  dear  to  us  all,  depeods  upon  it.  There  is  no 
use  to  hope  to  extend  our  borders,  when  the  men  entering  the  field 
are  insufficient  in  number  to  supply  the  home  demand.  Truly,  the 
harvest  is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  has  expended  $2.10  for  a  Minute  Book 
for  the  Board.  It  is  recommended,  that  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be 
instructed  to  refund  this  amount. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

P.  S.  Davis,  President. 

The  following  Eeport  from  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  through  its  Secretary,  was  m!.de  to  Sy- 
nod.    This  report  was  read,  received,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 
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6.)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

To  THB  Reverend  Synod  op  the  Potomac. 

Brethren : — The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
respectfally  present  the  following  as  their  annual  report : 

The  Seminary  was  opened  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September 
1873  and  its  operations  were  carried  forward  successfully  and  with- 
oat  interruption  during  the  year,  for  which  our  gratitude  is  duo  to 
tke  Head  of  the  Church,  who  has  promised  to  be  with  His  disciples 
always  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 

The  following  persons,  thirteen  in  number,  were  admitted  tOk  the 
privileges  of  the  Seminary  as  members  of  the  Junior  Clfiss :  Moses 
H.  Diefenderfer,  Jos.  E.  Freeman,  Nevin  H.  Fisher,  G.  Dickie  Gur- 
ley,  Thomas  A.  Huber,  J.  W.  Knappenberger,  Alpha  K.  Kline,  G. 
W.  Roth,  D.  Besore  Shuey,  George  M.  Zacharias,  John  J.  Crist,  Geo. 
P.  Hartzell,  and  Thos.  N.  Reber.  Most  of  these  are  graduates  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College.  The  three  last  named  were  ad- 
mitted to  a  "  special  course  of  study  arranged  by  the  Faculty,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Board,  for  such  persons  as  wish  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  the  ministry,  but  who  have  not  the  literary  qualifications 
heretofore  required  for  admission  into  the  Seminary." 

The  Senior  Class,  consisting  of  H.  D.  Darbaker,  John  F.  J)e  Long, 
James  W.  G.  Dengler.  Josiah  D.  Detrick,  John  Dotterer,  David  P. 
Le  Fevre,  Jon.  H.  Pannebecker,  William  C.  Shaeffer,  and  Solomon  B. 
Scbafer;  nine  in  all,  having  completed  the  prescribed  course  of  study, 
were,  at  their  own  request,  dismissed  and  received  the  usual  certificate 
of  Dismission  and  Recommendation  for  Licensure.  They  have  all 
received  calls  and  are  now  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  the  minis- 
try in  various  parts  of  the  Church.  The  whole  number  of  students 
in  attendance  during  the  year  was  thirty-four,  which  is  larger  than  at 
any  previous  time. 

As  usual,  some  of  the  students  were  under  the  necessity  of  leaving 
the  Seminary  before  the  close  of  the  year,  on  account  of  limited 
funds.  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  Board  to  prevent  such  ir- 
regularities, experience  goes  to  show,  that  they  will  continue  until 
more  system  and  promptness  are  introduced  into  the  Church,  in  rais- 
ing money  to  support  our  beneficiary  students.  The  examinations  at 
the  end  of  the  year  were  listened  to  with  much  attention  and  were 
entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Board.  They  were  thorough,  and  reflected 
credit  upon  both  professors  and  students.  The  Seminary  is  in  a 
healthful  state,  and  the  prospects  for  further  prosperity  in  the  future 
encouraging.  From  the  reports  of  the  different  professors  we  learn, 
that  the  students  as  a  body  have  been  diligent  and  regular  in  their 
studies,  and  that  their  Christian  conduct  has  been  consistent  with 
their  position  as  candidates  for  the  office  of  the  sacred  ministry. 

I|i  is,  however,  a  matter  of  regret,  that  the  number  of  students  is 
not  larger  than  it  is.  The  yearly  a«ldition  to  the  ministry  is  barely 
sufficient  to  compensate  for  the  loss  in  its  ranks,  by  death  or  disability. 
The  arrangements  in  the  Seminary  are  such  as  would  accommodate 
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twice  the  number  now  in  attendance,  without  any  increase  of  labor  or 
expense  to  the  Church,  and  there  is  no  sufficient  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  so.  In  no  other  way  can  we  so  effectually  build  up  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  as  by  increasing  the  number  of  laborers  within 
our  bounds.  It  is  something  both  possible  and  practicable,  and  its 
urgency  and  great  importance  ought  to  be  brought  home  to  the  heart 
&nd  conscience  of  the  Church.  The  harvest  is  great,  but  the  laborers 
are  few ;  pray  ye,  therefore,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He  may 
send  forth  laborers  into  His  harvest. 

But,  while  peace  and  prosperity  rci^  within  the  walls  of  the 
Seminary,  opposition  from  without  continues,  which  would  seriously 
impede  its  progress,  were  it  not  measurably  defeated  by  the  merciful 
care  of  our  divine  Lord  and  Master.  This  subject  has  engaged  at- 
tention from  time  to  time,  and  the  Board  avails  itself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  reassert  its  judgment,  as  contained  in  last  year's  report, 
that,  in  view  of  the  slanderous  charges  against  the  teachings  of  the 
Seminary,  it  regards  said  teachings  as  rrotestant,  Evangelical,  and 
Reformed.  The  Board  is  further  of  the  opinion,  that  the  attention  of 
the  three  Synods  represented  in  this  Board  should  be  directed  to  the 
fact,  that  certain  persons  in  their  connection  continue  to  misrepresent 
the  teachings  of  the  Seminary  and  of  a  large  portion  of  the  ministry 
in  the  Church. 

As  will  be  announced  by  the  proper  committee,  the  Kev.  Fred- 
erick Augustus  Gast  was  duly  installed  as  I'rofessor  of  the  Hebrew 
Language  and  of  Old  Testament  Theology,  at  the  close  of  the  Semi- 
nary year. 

The  new  Board  was  organized  at  the  last  meeting  of  Synod  by  the 
election  of  Bev.  Dr.  A.  H.  Kremer  as  President ;  Dr.  S.  B.  Fisher  as 
Treasurer ;  and  the  undersigned  as  Secretary. 

As  a  Board  of  Education  we  report,  that  there  have  been  fifteen 
beneficiaries  under  our  care  during  the  year.  Of  these,  four  have 
fioished  their  studies  and  are  now  in  the  ministry.  The  amount  con* 
tributed  for  their  support  was  92087.16.  Last  year  it  was  $3748.05. 
Disbursed,  $1697.80.     Balance  $839.36  in  the  Treasury. 

The  smallness  of  the  number  of  beneficiaries  under  the  care  of  the 
Board,  and  the  limited  amount  of  monies  acknowledged  as  received, 
results  from  the  fact,  that  the  Classes,  with  a  few  exceptions,  have  of 
late  years  taken  the  management  of  their  beneficiary  education  ope- 
rations into  their  own  hands,  and  fail  to  recognize  or  report  any 
longer  to  the  Parent  Board. 

For  further  information  in  regard  to  the  finances  of  the  Board,  we 
refer  the  Synod  to  the  Treasurer's  report. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

THEODORE  APPEL,  Secretary. 


Rev.  S.  K.  Kremer  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. The  following  individuals  constitute  the  Board  of  Education 
for  the  present  year,  viz :  Revs.  P.  S.  Davis,  I.  G.  Brown,  J.  S. 
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Eieffer,  S.  K.  Kremer ;  and  Eiders  J.  Hejser,  D.  0.  Hammond,  and 
F.  M.  McKeehan. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 
MISSIONS. 

The  Board  of  Missions  of  the  three  Eastern  District  Synods  sub- 
mitted their  annual  report  to  Synod,  together  with  the  Reports  of  the 
Gleoeral  Superintendent  of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  said 
Board,  which  were  received,  severally  read,  and  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions.     These  reports  are  as  follows,  viz.: 

I. — REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  : — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  Re- 
ports of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States.  Your  Board,  com- 
posed of  the  members  elected  by  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  have  had,  during  this  first  year  of  their  operations  in  this 
united  form,  a  large  field  demanding  their  attention,  with  small  Re- 
sources, and  no  little  trouble  to  put  things  in  running  order.  We 
hope  to  secure  your  approval  for  the  year,  that  has  just  closed,  and 
your  hearty  co-operation  during  tfie  coming  year — when  we  hope  to 
make  a  still  more  favorable  report. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  Miller,  Pret.  Board  of  Missions. 

REPORT  OF  superintendent. 

To  the  Reverend  Sjfnod  of  the  Potomac,  * 

Dear  Brethren — It  is  now  one  year  since  your  Biard  of  Mis- 
sions was  established  in  its  pres^ent  new  form,  though  organized  and 
active,  from  no  fault  of  its  members,  for  only  ten  months.  During 
this  period  three  regular  meetings  of  the  Board  itself,  and  many  more 
of  the  Executive  Council,  have  been  held.  At  the  very  outstart  we 
were  confronted  with  a  number  of  formidable  difficulties.  To  over- 
come them,  and  further  the  work  generally,  we  adopted  the  best  pos- 
sible methods  we  could  think  of  We  cared  for  and  directed  the 
missions  to  the  extent  of  our  ability ;  and  we  shall  submit  to  your  atten- 
tion a  number  of  suggestions,  suitable  action  on  which  by  your  reverend 
bodies,  will  ^eatly  aid  the  success  of  the  cause  of  Missions  among  us. 
Of  the  difficulties  we  mention  the  following : 
1.  The  separatistic  way,  become  customary,  of  acting  with  respect 
to  this  matter  on  the  part  of  the  Synods^  Classes,  even  congregations 
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and  individualB.  Taking  the  territory  oovered  by  these  Synods  as  a 
whole,  we  lacked  system.  Our  strength  was  broken  up  into  fra^mento, 
unable  to  accomplish  ends  demanding;  strong,  united  force.  Whatever 
its  justification  in  the  past,  this  state  of  things  had  become  a  great 
evil,  leading  the  Synods  to  establish  the  present  Board  with  the  view 
to  a  remedy,  by  awakening  and  organizine  throughout  our  bound? 
tinited  action.  But  its  establishment  and  activity,  of  course,  could 
not  at  once  completely  overcome  existing  arrangements  and  old  habits. 
With  bur  best  efforts,  this  still  remains,  in  a  measure,  a  great 
hindrance.  A  few  Classes,  and  a  number  of  congregations  and  pas- 
tors continue  to  act  as  before,  though  the  great  majority  have  gra- 
dually,  during  the  year,  fallen  in  with  the  intent  of  the  action  of  the 
Synods.  We  have  the  dawn  of  a  better  day,  thus,  for  the  blessed 
cause  of  Missions  in  the  Beformed  Church,  but  by  no  means  the  ful- 
ness of  that  for  which  we  are  to  look. 

2.  Our  arrangements  for  gathering  missionary  contribution^  have 
been  for  years  past;  and  still  are,  very  defective  in  many  p^rts  of  the 
Church.  There  are  congregations,  and  probably  whole  charges,  in 
which  missionary  collections  are  not  customary.  And  to  a  very 
limited  extent  were,  until  now,  the  energies  of  our  Sunday-Schools 
enlisted  in  this  good  work. 

8.  To  this  comes  the  fact,  much  to  be  deplored,  that  we  as  a  Church 
have  never  yet  had  the  spirit  of  missions  active  among  us  as  we  should. 
We  have  a  mission  with  respect  to  missions,  and  we  have  not  yet  hither- 
to fully  apprehended  it.  Our  opportunities  are  great  and  enlarging;  but 
our  practical  efforts  to  meet  them  come  short.  There  exists  in  this 
respect  a  lethargy  which  has  impeded  all  Boards,  and  obstructs  ours. 

4.  Another  hindrance  has  been  the  feeling  among  some  brethren 
in  the  Church,  that  our  elements  can  neither  be  brought  to  concerted 
action,  nor  kept  continuously,  amid  the  unavoidable  difficulties,  in 
the  prosecution  of  far-reaching  methods  and  ends.  It  is  true,  the 
spirit  of  constant  change  of  plan  and  division  of  effort  has  had  a  long 
day  among  us;  but  if  the  Synods  and  Classes  give  the  Board  their 
firm  support  by  resolve  and  by  deed,  it  is  believed  that  there  will  soon 
be  no  longer  cause  for  the  feeling  mentioned. 

5.  The  activity  of  your  Board  be&^^n  just  as  the  full  effect  of  the 
financial  panic  began  to  be  felt  all  over  the  country ;  and  it  became 
necessarily  a  principal  sufferer  from  the  common  disaster. 

6.  Some  of  the  Synods  made  no  provision  last  autumn  for  carrying 
forward  their  missions  during  the  winter  and  early  spring.  In  these 
cases  there  was  an  official  transfer  of  missions  to  the  Board,  but  no 
official  provision  to  sustain  them.  It  was  h&phazard  whether  we 
should  get  the  needful  means  or  not. 

7.  Several  of  the  Classes,  in  different  Synods,  were  largely  in  debt 
on  old  claims.  The  creation  of  the  new  Board  was  their  common 
occasion  for  settling  up  with  the  past.  Their  contributions  for 
the  current  year  were  thus  diverted,  in  some  cases  entirely,  in  others 
largely,  from  our  treasury. 
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8.  We  found  many  of  our  Missions  heavily  loaded  with  debt.  This 
fact  prevented  the  rapid  decrease  of  appropriations  in  such  cases, 
and  so  tended  to  straiten  the  Treasury  to  the  disadvantage  of  other 
missions. 

To  overcome  these 'difficulties,  and  to  carryforward  the  work  in 
hand,  the  Board  set  itself  to  do  the  following  among  other  things : 

1.  It  sought  to  bring  the  different  Classes,  and  through  them  their 
pastors  and  people,  into  harmonious  co-operation  with  itself.  It  strove 
to  get  all  to  work,  and  to  get  all  to  work  in  one  con^mon  channel. 

2.  The  Classes  were  frankly  informed  of  the  amount  of  money 
needed  to  carry  forward  the  Missions  which  they  and  the  Synods  had 
transferred.     An  equitable  division  of  this  amount  was  suggested,  for 

*the  raising  of  which  they  were  urged  to  make  provision  among  their 
charges.  The  measure  was  so  just  as  to  meet  with  almost  unanimous 
favor ;  and  its  faithful  and  punctual  execution,  and  it  alone,  will  make 
possible  the  prompt  payment  of  the  missionaries. 

3.  We  have  sought  to  enlist  the  sympathy  and  support  of  the 
Snnday-schoob ;  and  we  shall  press  our  effort  until  it  is  everywhere 
adopted  in  some  suitable  form. 

4.  Only  promising  new  missions  will  be  taken  under  the  cafe  of 
the  Board.  None  other  need  apply.  And  all  missions,  unless  for 
especially  good  reasons,  will  be  subjected  to  an  annual  diminution  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  their  appropriation. 

5.  The  Board  set  itself,  whenever  needed  and  it  could  do  it,  to  re- 
organize the  financial  arrangements  of  the  missions  themselves,  with 
the  view  of  enabling  them  the  sooner  to  become  self-supporting.  In 
a  number  of  cases  thih  has  been  done  with  good  effect,  and  needs  to 
be  done  in  others.  And,  what  is  of  no  small  account,  the  Board  has 
set  its  fade  against  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  missions  to  involve 
themselves  in  large  church-debts.  Far  better  worship  in  a  neat 
churchly  chapel,  than  in  never  so  fine  a  structure,  oppressing  the 
congregation  with  an  unmanageable  debt. 


The  following  missions  have  been  under  the  care  of  the  Board ; 
some  during  the  whole  year;  others,  during  part  of  it.  To  avoid 
consuming  too  much  space,  leading  facts  only  are  given.  In  the  fol- 
lowing synopsis,  the  word  ^*  old,"  denotes  the  year  just  past,  and  the 
word  "  new,"  the  year  now  begun. 

SYNOD.  OP   THE   REFORMED   CHURCH,  IT.  S. 

Catasauquay  Pa. — Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin,  pastor.     English  and  German. 
Appropriation ;  old,  $700 ;  new,  not  determined  on. 

Reading  J  Pa, — Christ  Church,  Rev.  J.  A.  Fuendeling,  pastor.     Ger- 
man.    App.  $800. 
St.  JohrCs^  Rev.  J.  G.  Shoemaker,  pastor.     English  and 
German.    App.  $200. 
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South  Bethlehem^  Pa. — ^Rev.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  pastor.    EDglish  and 

German.     App.  $400.  ^ 
DoyU$town^  Pa, — Rev.  L.  C.  Sheip,  pastor.     English  and  German. 

Appropriation  not  determined  on. 
Philadelphia. — St,    Stephen^s^  Rev.   A.   Romicb,  pastor.     Oernuin. 

App.  old,  ^00 ;  new,  $225. 
St,  John\  Rev.  J.  G.  Noss,  pastor.     English.    App.,  old, 

$400 ;  new  not  determined  on. 
St,  PauFs,  Rev.  J.  Roeck;  pastor.     German.     App.  $200.* 

Now  transferred  to  German  Philadelphia  Classis. 
Camden,  Del. — Vacant.     English.     App.  $300. 
JBarnsburgy  Pa, — Second  Church,  Rev.  G.  W.  Snyder,  pastor.     Eng- 
lish.    App.  $300. 
*        Zwinglif  Rev.  M.  Noll,  pastor.     German.     App.  $300. 
Columhta,  Pa. — Rev.  C.  Clever,  pastor.     English.     App.  $200. 
LykejiSy  Pa. — Rev.  J.  Kretzing,  pastor.    English  and  German.  App. 

$350. 
SazletoUy  Pa. — EmanueVt,     Vacant.     German.     Appropriation  not 

determined  on. 
Overton,  Pa. — Rev.  J.  H.  Sohlappig,  pastor.     English  and  German. 

App.  $75. 
Liverpool,   Pa. — Rev.   W.   Donat,   pastor.    ^Eoglibh   and   German. 

App.  $150. 

PITTSBURGH   SYNOD. 

Kittanning,  Pa, — Rev.  D.  S.  Dieffenbacher,  pastor.     English.    App., 

old,  $400 ;  new,  $300. 
MeadviUe,  Pa. — Rev.  D.  D.  Leberman,  pastor.    English  and  Gkrman. 

App.  $150. 
Cumberland,  Md, — Rev.  F.  R.  Schwedes,  pastor.     German.     App., 

old,  $500 ;  new,  $400. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. — St,  PauVs,  Rev.  J.  W    Ebbinghaus,  pastor.     Ger- 
man.    App.,  old,  $400 ;  new,  $300. 
St,  James*,     Vacant.     German.     App.,  old,   $300;    new, 

$225. 
Trinity,  Rev.  T.  F.  Stauffer,  pastor.     English.     App.,  old, 

$500 ;  new,  $400. 
Zion's,  Rev.  G.  B.  Russell,  D.D.,  pastor.     English.     App., 

old,  $400 ;  new,  $300. 
TViade^hia,  W,  Va, — Supplied  by  Rev.  Jno.  C.  Miiller.     German, 

App.,  old,  $200 ;  new,  not  determined  on. 
Scottdale,  Pa. — Rev.  L.  B.  Leasure,   pastor.     English.     App.,   old, 

$300 ;  new,  $200. 
Zion's  Valley,  Pa. — Rev.  H.  W.  Hoffmeier,  pastor.     English.    App., 

old,  $150;  now  discontinued  as  a  mission,  and  supplied 

by  neighboring  pastors^ 
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Ihmcannony  Pa. — ^Rey.  H.  Wissler,  pastor.     EDglbh  and  GermaD, 

App.  $400. 
Washington,  D.  C, — ^Rev.  M.  Treiber,  pastor.    German*    App.^  old, 

$400 ;  neW;  not  determined  on. 
Baltimore,  Md, — EmanueTs,  Rev.  J.  C.  Hauser^  pastor.     German. 

App.,  old,  $300;  new,  not  determined  on. 
Winchester^  Va. — ^Rev.  C.  G.  Fisber,  pastor.     English.     App.  $350. 
San  FranciscOj  Cal, — Rev.  J.  H.  Kniger,  pastor.     German.     App. 

$330. 
Stockton,  Cfll. — Rev.  J.   Miillhaupt,  pastor.     German.     App.,  old, 

$110 ;  new,  $80. 
Napa,  Ccr^.— Rev.  F.  Fox,  pastor.   English  and  German.    App.  $440. 
Portland,    Oregon, — ^Rev.  J.  Gantenbein,   pastor.     German.     App. 

$600. 

The  following  new  missions,  all  very  hopeliil,  have  been  taken 
nnder  the  care  of  the  Board  daring  the  year. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. — Salem,  Rev.  C.  Koss,  pastor.    German.    App.  $300. 

TitmvUUf  Pa. — Rev.  I.  E.  Graeff,  pastor.  English  and  German. 
App.  $300.  (Circumstances  have  made  this  a  mission, 
and  it  is  hoped  bnt  for  a  very  short  time.) 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. — St.  Luke^s,  Rev.  P.  Schiilke,  pastor.  German.  App. 
$200. 

Washington,  D.  C. — Vacant.  English.  Appropriation  not  deter- 
mined on.  I 

The  German  Philadelphia  Classis,  active  in  this  work,  reports  the 
following  missions : 

Philadelphia. — EmanueTs,  Rev.  0.  Keller,  pastor.  App.  $1 50. 
Glassboro',  N.  J. — Rev.  Charles  Becker,  pastor.  App.  $150. 
Egg  Harbor,  N,  J. — Rev.  John  Bachman,  pastor.     App.  $300. 

As  will  thus  be  seen,  this  report  inclades  forty-one  missions.  The 
report  of  the  Treasurer  shows  a  total  income  of  Eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  thirty-Jive  cents,  as  follows : 

For  missions,  directly  under  the  care  of  the  Board,        $7,608  00 
"         "       in  Iowa,  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of 

Iowa  Classis,    ....         556  02 
<<        <<       in  German  Philadelphia  Classis,  816  33 

Old  missionary  debts  of  Classes,  hereinbefore  referred  to,  probably 
shortened  our  income  by  from  two  to  three  thousand  dollars.  Several 
hundred  dollars  paid,  came  also  too  late  for  the  Treasurer's  report 
this  year. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  We  suggest  the  holding  of  missionary  services  or  festivals,  at^least 
onee  a  year,  in  all  our  congregations ;  and  oflener,  where  possible. 
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2.  A  general  introdactioQ  of  missionary  services  and  collections, 
at  stated  times,  in  our  Sunday-schools. 

3.  The  amount  of  funds  needed  by  the  Board  for  the  coming  clas- 
sical year  is  estimated  at  fourteen  thousand  dollars  ($14,000).  Of 
this  sum,  we  submit  the  following  division : 

Synod,  U.  States $7,500  00 

Pittsburgh  Synod 3,200  00 

Potomac        "        3,300  00 

4.  The  manner  of  sending  money  to  the  General  Treasurer  is  at 
present,  in  many  cases,  cumbersome  and  slow.  Punctual,  quarterly 
remittances  to  him,  and  receipts  from  him  to  the  several  treasurers, 
would  be  simpler  and  preferable. 

In  conclusion,  we  submit  anew  the  sacred  cause  of  Missions  to 
your  fostering  care  and  wise  direction. 

Respectfully  submitted.  F.  K.  LEV  AN, 

Superintendent  of  Missions, 

treasurer's  report. 
To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

Having  been  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Joint  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  I  beg  leave,  very  respect- 
fully, to  submit  the  following  report: 

Received  from  January  Ist  to  October  13th,  1874  (both  inclusive), 
the  sum  of  Eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  ($8,164). 

Paid  out  upon  orders  of  the  Board  during  the  same  period,  the 
sum  of  Eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and 
seventy-three  cents  ($8,295  73). 

The  annexed  Statement  will  exhibit,  in  detail,  the  sources  of  the 
Contributions  of  the  different  Synods  and  Classes. 

William   H.  Seibert,   Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Board  of 

Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 

Receipts  from  January  1st  to  October  13th,  1874. 

SYNOD  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES* 

Charges.      S.  Schools,    TotaL 

Classis  of  Philadelphia,  from  Charges,  $778  72 

"  S.  Schools,  S22  34     $801  06 

*'      of  Goshenhoppen,  "  Charges,  692  68 

*'      of  E.  Penna,,                    "  913  11 

''  S.  Schools,  132  00     1,045  11 

"      of  Tohickon,          "  Charges,  495  50 

"    S.  Schools,  6  63        502  13 

"      of  Lebanon,            **  i  barges,  1,431  36 

"      of  Lancaster,          "          "  687  89 

"  S.  Schools,  51  64       789  53 

"      ofWestSusq.,       "  Charges,  273  11 

"  S  Schools,  10  00        283  11 

"      of  East  Susq.,        "  Charges,  216  25 

«      of  New  York,        '•          "  50  00 

Totals,  from  Synod  of  the  U.  States,    $3,148  33      $222  61  $5,661  28 


*'      of  Mercersburg,        "    Charges,         107  65 
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Clflssis  of  Zion,      *        From  Charges.      $623  48 

''    8.  Schools,  $25  00      $648  48 

•* «  of  Maryland,  "    Charges,         180  60 

"    S.  Schools,  122  99        303  59 

)harg( 
S.  Schools,  19  33        126  98 

"      of  Virginia,  "    Charges,  107  50 

Totals,  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,   $911  73      $167  32  $1,186  55 

SYNOD   OF   PITTSBURGH. 

From  the  Treasurer  of  Syned,  $578  50 

Clasais  of  Allegheny,       From  Charges  7  00 

"       of  Clarion,               "            *'           $484  07 

'*    S.  Schools,  $12  15        496  82 

"       of  St.  Paul,              "    Charges,  150  00 

Totals,  from  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,    ^84  67        $12  15  $1,232  32 
Received  from  the  late  Treasurer,  W.  A.  Wilt, -Esq.,  $83  90 

Totals,  from  all  sources;  .        .    $7,76192      $402,08  $8,164  00 

RECAPITULATION    BY   SYNODS. 

Synod  of  the  United  States,  $5,661  23 

H.  Schools,  $222  61 

"      Potomac  1,186  55 

S.  Schools,  167  32 

"  "      Pittsburgh,  1,232  32 

S.  Schools,  12  15 

402  08 
i  mount  received  from  late  Treasurer $83  90 

Total  amount  received $8,164  00 

•*        "        paid  out 8,295  73 

Balance  due  Treasurer. $131  73 

Note  1. — Of  the  total  amount  received  ($8,164  00),  Five  hundred  and 
fifty-six  Dollars  and  two  Cents  ($556  02),  was  designated  for  Missions 
in  Iowa,  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  English  Iowa  Classis. 

Note  2. — ^The  Missionary  Treasurer  of  the  German  Philadelphia 
Classis,  W.  D.  Gross,  Esq ,  reports  amount  received  for  Missions  from 
January,  1873,  to  September,  1874 $816  33 

Paid  out  by  him 908  34 

In  conclusion,  it  is  with  regret,  that  I  have  to  state,  that  the 
amount  contributed  for  Home  Missions  has  been  insufficient  to  pay 
the  salaries  of  the  missionaries  in  full.  The  large  sum  of  $4,000  is 
still  needed  to  pay  the  orders  issued  up  to  date. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  SEIBERT,  TVeasurer. 
HarrisbubO;  Oct.  13;  1874. 
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I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  audited  the  acoouQt  of  Wm.  H.  Seibert, 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missious  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  and  find  it  to  be  correct,  showing  a  balance  due  him 
of  $131.73.  W.  H.  H.  Snydto. 

Harrisburg,  Oct.  13,  1874. 


II.   REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON    MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  the  foregoing  Reports  had 
been  referred,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and  taken 
up  item  by  item,  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  on  Missions  would  respectfully  present  the  fol- 
lowing as  their  report : 

From  the  papers  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee,  we  learn, 
with  pleasure,  that  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church  has  been  car- 
ried forward  during  the  past  year  with  commendable  zeal,  and  with 
much  success.  We  have  cause,  therefore,  to  feel  thankful  to  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church  for  blessings  youchsafed  to  this  department  of 
the  labor  of  His  Church  in  the  upbuilding  of  His  kingdom  in  the 
world ;  and  the  wisdom  and  energy  hitherto  characterizing  the  efforts 
of  those  who  have  the  oversight  of  this  important  work,  should  inspire 
us  with  hope  as  to  the  future,  if  they  are  properly  sustained  by  the 
Church  at  large.  We  have  cause  to  regret,  however,  that  the  receipts 
during  the  past  year  have  fallen  far  short  of  the  demands  upon  the 
Board  of  Missions.  From  the  Treasurer's  Report  we  learn,  that 
$8,164  00  were  received  during  the  year,  of  which  only  $1,353  87 
were  received  from  this  Synod.  The  Treasurer  also  reports,  that 
$4,000  00  are  needed  to  pay  the  missionaries  for  their  labors  of  the 
past  year,  showing  that  special  efforts  should  be  put  forth  at  once  to 
meet  this  pressing  want. 

And,  therefore,  the  Board  of  Missions  has  sent  to  this  Synod  the 
following  recommendations,  which  your  Committee  deem  proper  and 
necessary  to  be  referred  to  the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod.  These 
recommendations  are  as  follows : 

1.  That  missionary  services,  or  festivals  be  held  at  least  once  in  a 
year  in  all  our  congregations  and  oftener  if  possible. 

2.  That  a  general  introduction  of  missionary  services  and  collec- 
tions at  stated  times  be  made  in  our  Sunday  Schools. 

3.  That  the  apportionment  for  this  Synod  of  $3,300  00  for  the 
coming  year  as  indicated  by  the  Board  of  Missions,  be  accepted. 

4.  The  manner  of  sending  money  to  the  general  Treasurer  is  at 
present  in  many  cases  cumbersome  and  slow.  It  is,  therefore,  recom- 
mended that  punctual  quarterly  remittances  be  made  to  him  and  re- 
ceipts sent  from  him  to  the  several  Treasurers,  as  more  simple  and 
preferable. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  C.  CREMER,  Chairman. 
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The  Board  of  Missions  for  the  present  year,  as  far  as  this  Synod 
is  represented,  consists  of  the  following  individuals,  to  wit :  Revs.  J. 
0.  Miller,  W.  K.  Zieber,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  and 
Elders  W.  A.  Wilt,  G.  S.  Griffith,  and  H.  Wirt. 


In  regard  to  the  request  from  the  Board  of  Missions,  as  communi- 
cated to  Synod  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  asking  Synod  to  take 
special  obligations  from  the  beneficiary  students  requiring  them  to 
labor  as  missionaries  for  a  limited  period.  Synod  respectfully  declined 
to  take  such  action,  and,  on  motion,  laid  the  item  on  the  table. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  Synod,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  informed  the  Synod  of  the  reception  of  a  letter  from  the 
Rev.  John  Gttntenbein,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  missionary  sent  there 
recently,  in  which  he  sends  his  greetings  to  Synod,  and  says  : ''  PUctse 
ieU  the  Synod,  that  toe  are  at  work  in  Oregon,  with  good  prospects  of 
tuceesM.** 


ARTICLE  XV. 
FINANCE. 

I.  treasurer's  report. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  submitted  his  Annual  Report,  which  was 
received,  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  audited.     The  Report  is  as  follows : 

LOUIS  MABKELL,  Trecuurer,  in   account  vnth  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

Hfformed  Church, 

DR. 

1873.  October.    To  balance,  cash  on  hand $214  00 

1874.  Feb.  27,   To  cash  received  from  Zion's  Classis,  being  amount 

assessed  at  organization 112  00 

May  6,                To  caf^  from  North  Carolina  Classis 30  00 

"   19,                    •*           "     Virginia                  "     36  00 

October  3,              "           "     Meroersbur^           "     112  00 

"        15,               "           "     Maryland                *' 112  00 

M^f                               ^lon  s                           .«•......•.•••••...••  ii«  uu 

Making $727  00 

CONTRA.    CR. 

1873.  October  36.    By  cash  paid  SUted  Clerk  for  Minute  Book $3  25 

1874.  January  24.  ''  Reformed    Church     Publication 

Board  for  printing  the  Minutes 155  50 

February  18.  By  cash  paid  Stated  Clerk  for  expenses,  pos- 
tage, etc 16  00 

March  23.        By  cash  paid  Rev.  J.  S.  Foulk,  expenses. 8  00 

July  17.                 "         "               "           "           *'         «  00 

October  3.              "         **     Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Salary..  75  00 

<*     22.       By  balance  on  hand 464  25 

Making $727  00 
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II.    REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Committee  of  Finance  submitted  their  report,  which  was 
received,  amended,  and  adopted  as  follows : 

Year  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully  report, 
That  but  one  document  was  referred  to  us,  namely,  the  Report  of 
the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  which  we  have  examined  and  find  correct, 
with  a  balance  on  hand  of  $464.25. 

Since  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  has  been  made.  Synod  has  or- 
dered the  disbursement  of  $234.10.  This  will  leave  only  $230  15  in 
the  Treasury  for  future  use. 

We  assume  that  $400.00,  together  with  the  amount  in  the  Trea- 
^  Bury,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  necessary  Sy nodical  expenses 
'  during  the  coming  year.     We  accordingly  recommend  the  apportion- 
ment of  that  sum  among  the  several  Classes,  as  follows : 

Zion's  Classis $112  00 

Mercersburg  Classis 112  00 

Maryland  " 100  bO 

Virginia  "     30  00 

North  Carolina    "     30  00 

German  Maryland  Classis 12  00 

Making $396  00 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

E.  R.  ESCHBACH,        ^ 

D.  Gans,  I 

W.  D.  Lefeyre,  y  Committee, 

J.  P.  Heed,  I 

J.  M.  Nicely,  J 


The  Committee  of  Conference,  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Cham- 
bersburg,  to  confer  with  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  with  instruc- 
tions to  request  that  Synod  to  liquidate  our  share  of  indebtedness  to 
the  former  Board  of  Education  by  our  proper  share  of  the  interests 
derived  from  the  old  Beneficiary  fund,  and  aldo  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  said  Synod  the  great  necessity  of  the  (wo  Synods  coming  to  a  clear 
and  fixed  understanding  of  the  relation  which  the  two  Synods  sustain 
to  these  funds,  which  were  held  by  the  Church  in  common  prior  to 
the  organization  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  reported,  that  for  cer- 
tain reasons  they  had  failed  to  discharge  this  duty. 

The  Committee,  which  consists  of  Bev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  F.  A.  Bupley, 
and  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith,  was  continued,  with  instructions  to  attend 
to  this  matter,  if  possible,  without  further  delay. 


The  Stated  Clerk,  who  had  been  instructed  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Classes  to  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  in  declin- 
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log  to  ezoDerate  the  Classes  of  this  Synod,  as  requested  by  the  Synod, 
from  the  payment  of  five- ninths  of  their  assessments  for  contingent 
purposes,  made  by  the  Synod  of  Martinsburg  in  1872,  reported,  that 
by  oversight  he  had  failed  to  furnish  written  notice  of  this  fact  to 
the  several  Classes,  but  from  a  letter  received  from  the  Treasurer  of 
that  Synod,  had  learned  that  Zion's,  Maryland,  and  Virginia  Classes 
had  paid  their  fxill  assessments. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  accordingly  instructed  to  notify  Mercersburg 
and  North  Carolina  Classes,  which  have  not  paid  their  quotas  in  full, 
of  the  refusal  of  said  Synod  to  exonerate  them  from  the  payment  of 
their  full  assessments. 


A  request,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  came  before 
Synod  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund,  Qeorge 
Gelbach,  in  reference  to  an  apportionment  made  by  the  General 
Synod  at  Cincinnati,  apportioning  {232.00  of  said  debt  to  the  Synod 
of  the  Potomac. 

In  reference  to  this  matter,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Rewolvedy  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  pay  said 
claim^  amounting  to  $232.00,  out  of  the  funds  now  in  his  hands. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported  an  appeal  of  Elder 
A.  T.  Rice  from  the  decision  of  the  Maryland  Classis,  in  which   the 
Classis  refused  to  sustain  the  appeal  of  said  Rice  against  the  action  of ' 
the  majority  of  the  consistory  of  the  Evangelical  Reformed  Church  of. 
Frederick,  Md.,  in  that  they  refused  to  nominate  Rev.  T.  J.  Bacher, 
for  the  pastorate  of  said  Church,  when  requested  to  do  so  by  a  peti- 
tion of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  congregation. 
I      This  item  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  composed  of  Rev.  A. 
Wanner,  M.  Kieffer,  C.  G.  Fisher,  and  Elders  D.  M.  Whitmore  and 
H.  Wirt,  to  examine  whether  the  appeal  be  in  order,  and,  if  found  in 
order,  to  report  the  manner  in  which  the  case  is  to  be  taken  up  and 
tried. 

This   committee  submitted     their    report,    which  was    received, 
amended  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

The  special  committee,  to  which  the  appeal  case  of  Elder  A.  T. 
Rice  was  referred,  report  that  they  have  examined  the  Minutes  of 
Maryland  Classis,  and  find  that  due  notice  W2S  given  to  the  Classis, 
that  an  appeal  would  be  taken  from  its  decision  to  this  Synod,  and 
having  in  possession  a  written  statement  from  the  President  of  said 
Classis,  that  the  reasons  for  said  appeal  were  duly  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  same,  according  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Constitution^  and 
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that  said  appeal  being  found  in  order,  your  committee,  therefore,  le- 
commend  the  following  order  to  be  observed  in  the  disposition  of  this 
appeal,  viz. : 

1.  That  the  trial  be  made  the  order  of  business  at  10  o'clock  of 
this  morning's  (Monday)  session. 

2.  That  all  the  papers  bearing  on  the  case  be  read. 

3.  That  the  appellant  or  hb  counsel  be  allowed  20  minutes  to  open 
the  case. 

4.  That  Maryland  Classis  or  its  attorney  be  allowed  25  minutes  in 
its  defence. 

5.  That  the  appellant  be  granted  15  minutes  to  reply. 

6.  That  the  Classis  be  granted  the  same  time  to  conclude  its  de- 
fence. 

7.  After  this,  each  member  of  Synod  shall  be  permitted  to  speak 
once  on  the  case,  and  not  over  10  minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  Wanner, 

M.  ElEFFER, 

0.  O.  Fisher,         }  Committee. 

Hy.  Wirt, 

D.  M.  Whitmore, 

The  appeal  was  taken  up  at  the  time  designated. 
The  following  papers  in  the  case  were  read  : — 

1.  The  Minutes  of  Maryland  Classis  bearing  on  the  subject. 

2.  The  Petition  of  members,  marked  *'  B." 

3.  The  Resolution  offered  by  Elder  A.  T.  Rice,  marked  ''  A." 

4.  The  Appeal  of  Elder  A.  T.  Rice,  from  the  action  of  the  Consis- 
tory of  the  Evangelical  Reformed  Church,  Oct.  6,  1873. 

5.  The  Appeal  from  the  special  meeting  of  Maryland  Classis  to  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley,  appeared  as  counsel  for  the  appellant  and  Rev. 
J'.  S.  Kieffer  for  the  appellee,  the  Classis.  Each  spoke  in  the  order 
and  for  the  length  of  time  specified.  Afterwards  a  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Synod  also  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  given, 
to  speak  on  the  subject.  The  Synod  then  proceeded  to  vote  on  the 
case  by  calling  the  Ayes  and  Nays,  and  the  appeal  was  not  sustained, 
there  being  16  Ayes  and  66  Nays,  as  follows: 

Ayes.-^MinUters,  A.  Wanner,  A.  Spangler,  F.  S.  Lindaman,  I.  S. 
Weisz,  G.  W.  Glessner,  J.  Sechlcr,  A.  G.  Dole,  H.  H.  Hibshman ; 
MderSf  S.  Swartz,  G.  L.  Ickes,  S.  R.  Weaver,  M.  Raffensperger,  A. 
Brilhart,  E.  Brandenberg,  J.  Zimmerman,  and  D.  Dunn. 

JVcy«. — Ministers,  J.  0.  Miller,  W.  K.  Zieber,  J.  D.  Zehring,  J. 
Ault,  J.  Crawford,  H.  Wissler,  M.  'Kieffer,  A.  J.  Heller,  0.  L. 
Ashenfelter,  D.  Gring,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  J.  W.  Santee,  W.  C. 
Cremer,  D.  Gans,  W.  M.  Dcatrick,  I.  G.  Brown,  N.  H.  Skyles,  E.  E. 
Higbee,  P.  S.  Davis,  D.  T.  Heisler,  W.  D.  Lefevre,  J.  A.  Peters,  A. 
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C.  Geary,  8.  K.  Kremer,  S.  B.  Scliafer,  W.  C.  Schaeffer,  H.  St.  J. 
RiDker,  S.  N.  Calleoder;  J.  T.  Bossiter,  C.  6.  Fisher,  H.  Tallhelm, 
G.  H.  Martio,  W.  C.  B.  Shulenberger  j  and  Elder$  W.  A.  Wilt,  H. 
Wirt,  M.  Harnish,  S.  Sipe,  J.  G.  Rose,  M.  Myers,  H.  M.  Cocklin,  J. 
Mackley,  W.  Lnpfer,  H.  S.  Hershey,  H.  Eeynolds,  W.  H.  Lakin,  J. 
Albaugh,  J.  Sellers,  G.  S.  Griffith,  W.  Earhart,  J.  P.  Reed,  J,  Raw- 
lings,  A.  R.  Schnehley,  B.  Isenberg,  J.  Rebuck,  J .  McKinney,  D. 
M.  Whitmore,  D.  B.  Russell,  I.  H.  Keefer,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  W.  H. 
Bargelt,  J.  W.  Wenner,  D.  A.  Flecker,  J.  Welshans,  J.  M.  Nicely, 
E.  WUl,  and  H.  J.  Seibert. 

Aon  liquet — Rev.  R.  R.  Smith. 

Excused  from  Fo^tn^— Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach. 

Prevented  from  voting  in  consequence  of  having  voted  in  the  lower 
court,  or  special  meeting  of  Classis — Ministers^  F.  A.  Rupley,  J.  S. 
Kieffer,  A.  R.  Kremer,  J.  M.  Souder,  H.  Bielfeld,  G.  L.  Staley,  S. 
S.  Miller,  W.  F.  CoUiflower,  and  Elders,  J.  Motter,  L.  Markell,  and 
G.  Harbaugh. 

Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley,  in  behalf  of  his  client,  Elder  A.  T.  Rice,  then 
^ve  immediate  notice  that  he  would  complain  to  the  next  General 
Syood  in  this  case. 

The  Synod  thereupon  appointed  the  President  of  Synod  and  Rev.  J. 
S.  Kieffer  to  defend  the  Synod  before  the  next  General  Synod, 
should  this  Complaint  be  prosecuted  before  that  judicatory. 


ARTICLE  XVn, 
COMPLAINTS. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  also  reported  a  complaint  of 
Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley  and  others,  against  the  action  of  Maryland  Classis 
in  confirming  a  call  to  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach  from  the  Evangelical 
Reformed  Church  of  Frederick,  Md. 

This  complaint  case  was  referred  Co  the  same  committee  to  which 
the  appeal  case  had  been  referred,  with  the  same  object  in  view. 

The  committee  reported  the  complaint  in  order,  and  recommended 
that  the  same  order  be  observed  in  this  case  as  in  the  appeal  case. 
The  complaint  case  to  be  taken  up  immediately  after  the  appeal  case 
has  been  disposed  of. 

This  case  was  accordingly  taken  up  in  the  order  recommended  by 
the  committee. 

The  papers  in  the  case  were  then  read,  as  follows : 

1.  The  minutes  of  Maryland  Classis  bearing  on  the  case. 

2.  The  reasons  assigned  by  the  complainant. 

3.  The  protest  of  Elders  John  W.  Birely,  A.  T.  Rice,  and  Isaac 
Cronise  against  the  confirmation  of  the  call  to  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach, 
read  at  Manchester,  Md.,  June  5th,  ld74. 

3 
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Rev.  F.  A.  Raplcy  conducted  the  case  for  himself,  and  Rev.  J.  S. 
Kieffer  acted  as  the  counsel  for  Maryland  Classis. 

The  Synod  then  voted  on  the  case,  and  the  complaint  was  not  sus- 
tained. 

Whereupon,  Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley  gave  notice^  that  he  would  com- 
plain in  the  name  of  Elders  Birely,  Rice,  and  Cronise  to  the  next 
General  Synod,  from  the  decision  of  the  Synod  just  rendered. 

The  Synod,  thereupon,  appointed  the  same  committee,  as  in  the 
other  case,  to  defend  its  action  before  the  next  General  Synod,  should 
this  case  be  carried  before  that  tribunal. 


ARTICLE  XVIir. 

Sunday-schools. 

The  Sunday-school  Board  submitted  its  first  annual  report,  which 
was  received,  amended,  and  adopted  as  follows : 
Reverend  Faihers  and  Brethren  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  Sunday-school  Board  appointed  at  your  last  annual  meeting 
begs  leave  to  represent  the  following  report: 

The  Board  met  twice  during  the  sessions  of  the  Synod  at  Cham-' 
bersburg,  and  has  held  one  meeting  during  the  sessions  of  the  pre- 
sent Synod.     The  specified  work  claiming  our  attention  was  consid- 
ered, and  the  wants  of  our  Sunday-schools  earnestly  discussed. 

Previous  to  the  last  annual  meetings  of  the  several  Classes  com- 
posing this  Synod,  the  Board  addressed  a  letter  to  each  Classis, 
requesting  them  to  devote  one  evening  during  their  sessions  to  the 
consideration  of  the  interests  of  the  Sunday-school  cause,  and  in 
connection  therewith  suggested  several  important  topics  for  discussion. 
The  Classes  of  Maryland  and  of  Zion  complied  with  our  request.  The 
Classis  of  Mercersburg  adopted  a  resolution  setting  apart  one  evening 
at  their  next  annual  meeting  for  the  discussion  of  this  subject.  We 
are  not  advised  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Classes  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  Virginia.  No  reference  to  such  meetings  appears  in  their 
published  minutes. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  adopted  by  Synod,  we  present 
the  following  programme  for  the  Synod ical  Sunday-school  meeting 
this  (Friday)  evening. 

1.  The  claims  of  Sunday-schools  upon  the  Church.  Revs.  M. 
Kieffer,  H.  H.  W.  Hibshman,  and  J.  S.  Kieffer. 

3.  The  Advantages  of  a  Uniform  Series  of  Lessons  in  the  Sunday- 
school.  How  can  we  secure  them?  Revs.  J.  Ault,  E.  £.  Higbee, 
D.  Gans,  and  J.  W.  Santee. 

It  is,  of  course,  not  the  intention  to  limit  the  number  of  speakers 
to  those,  who  have  bden  selected  to  discuss  these  subjects.  It  is  ear- 
nestly hoped,  that  all  the  Members  of  Synod  will  feel  free  to  enter 
upon  the  discussion. 
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It  affords  os  great  pleasure  to  iDform  you,  fbat  tbe  interest  io  this 
department  of  Church  work  is  greatly  on  the  increase  in  our  Church. 
The  Eastern  Synod  will  also  devote  one  session,  at  least,  at  its  present 
meeting  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  several  of  the  Classes 
are  taking  hold  of  it  with  great  earnestness.  The  Synodical  Sunday- 
school  meeting  inaugurated  by  this  Synod  will  be  the  first  ever  held 
by  any  Synod  in  the  Reformed  Church. 

The  Board  would  be  glad  to  ascertain  the  sentiment  and  wishes  of 
Synod  in  regard  to  its  Sunday-schools,  and  would  appreciate  any 
suggestions  and  consider  any  plans  which  might  be  proposed  by  the 
members  of  this  body. 

The  Board  would  respectfully  request  Synod  to  set  apart  Friday 
evening,  Oct.  ^2d,  1875,  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  a  Synodical  Sunday  school  meeting,  and  that  a  programme 
be  prepared  for  the  occasion. 

We  would  also  ask  Synod  to  recommend  to  the  several  Classes  in 
its  bounds  to  devote  one  evening  at  their  next  annual  meetings  to  tbe 
consideration  of  the  interests  of  our  Sunday- schools. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

James  Crawford, 
J.  W.  Santee, 
F.  M.  MgKeehan. 


Rev.  J.  A.  Peters  and  Elder  G.  8.  Griffith  were  elected  members 
of  the  Sunday-school  Board,  the  former  for  two  and  the  latter  for  five 
years. 

The  Sunday-school  Board  is  constituted  as  follows  :  Elder  G.  S. 
Griffith  for  five  years,  Rev.  J.  Crawford  for  four  years,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Santee  for  three  years.  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters  for  two  years,  and  Elder  F. 
M.  McKeehan  for  one  year. 


The  Sunday-school  meeting,   accordiog  to    programme,  was  held 
on  Friday  evening,  and  was  one  of  much  interest. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  subject  of  the  preparation  of  a  System  of  Les- 
sons for  Sunday-schools  be  committed  into  the  hands  of  the  Sunday- 
school  Board. 


ARTICLE    XIX. 

CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Organization  to  act  with 
similar  committees  from  the  other  two  Eastern  District  Synods  to 
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determine  the  Synodical  bouDdaries,  reported  progress.  The  com- 
mittee was  coDtinued  and  instructed  to  send  a  copy  of  their  report 
defining  the  boundary  lines  between  the  three  Eastern  District 
Synods,  when  ready  to  be  made,  to  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  as  well  as 
to  the  Synods  of  the  United  States  and  the  Potomac,  that  the  Synod 
of  Pittsburgh  may  adopt  or  reject  the  same,  as  it  may  deem  proper, 
said  Synod  naving  no  representatiyes  in  the  committee  as  it  is  now 
constituted. 


The  committee  appointed  at  the  first  annual  meeting,  to  confer  on 
the  matter  of  union  between  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  and 
the  Keformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  in  conjunction  with 
similar  committees  from  the  other  Dbtrict  Synods,  reported  progress, 
and  was  continued. 


The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  to  aid  in 
drafting  a  new  Constitution,  reported  as  follows,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  and  the  committee  was  continued,  viz.: 

Tour  committee  on  Constitution  respectfully  report,  that  they  have 
been  busy  in  consultation  and  in  gathering  material  for  the  important 
work  of  forming  a  new  Constitution  for  the  Church,  but*are  not  able 
to  report  anything  definitely  for  want  of  time. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  HiOBEE,   Chairman, 

The  following  resolution  was  reiterated : 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  be 
directed  to  see  to  it,  that  tbe  Charters  of  congregations  harmonize 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 


The  Maryland  Classis  heeded  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States  as  directed  by  this  Synod,  in  reference  to  certain  in- 
terests in  Church  property  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  appointed  a 
Committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  in  regard  to  statistics: 
Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Classes  of  this  Synod  be  called 
anew  to  the  importance  of  having  their  statistical  reports  full  and 
complete,  and  that  the  subject  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  all  our 
pastors  and  pastoral  charges. 

GERMAN   MARYLAND  GLA8BI8. 

On  motion,  the  organization  of  the  German  Maryland  Classis,  as 
Ascertained  irom  the  Minutes  of  the  Maryland  Classis  and  from  their 
•own  Minutes,  was  recognized. 
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BAN  FRANCISCO  CLA88IS. 

The  followiog  resoluiioQ  on  the  formation  of  the  San  Francisco 
Classis  was  adopted,  in  response  to  the  action  of  the  ministers  laboring 
on  the  Pacific  coast,  forming  themselves  into  the  San  Francisco  Classis : 

Resolved^  That  the  action  of  the  brethren  on  the  Pacific  Coast  or- 
ganiziog  themselyes  into  the  San  Francisco  Classis,  although  some- 
what irregolar,  be  and  hereby  is  sanctioned  and  confirmed ;  and  that 
the  names  of  those  brethren  be  hereafter  omitted  from  the  Minutes  of 
the  Classis  of  Zion. 


A  request  from  the  German  Maryland  Classis  to  be  dismissed  with 
the  view  of  being  formed  into  a  German  Synod,  together  with  the 
German  Philadelphia,  the  New  York,  and  the  West  New  York 
Classes,  was  laid  before  Synod. 

The  Overture  from  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  in  the  form  of  a  preamble 
and  resolution,  with  reference  to  the  same  subject,  and  which  had 
been  laid  upon  the  table,  was  taken  up. 

After  due  consideration  the  request  was  granted,  and  the  German* 
Maryland  Classis  was  accordingly  dismissed,  in  order  to  form  a  Ger- 
man Synod,  with  the  aforementioned  German  Classes. 


ARTICLE  XX. 
PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk,  in  regard 
to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  Organization  and  First  Annual 
Meeting,  and  adopted. 

The  undersigned,  as  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod,  would  respectfully 
report : 

That  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  Synod,  he  had  one  thousand 
copies  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  Synod  printed  by  the  Reformed 
Church  Publication  Board; — the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Organiza- 
tion in  their  running  order,  and  those  of  the  First  Annual  Meeting 
in  Lemmata  form. 

The  Minutes  as  thus  printed  form  a  neat  pamphlet  of  58  pages, 
and  present  a  fine  appearance.  Thorough  accuracy  in  the  publica- 
tion was  aimed  at,  and  secured,  it  is  believed,  to  an  unusual  degree. 
They  contain  fewer  typographical  errors  than  is  ordinarily  the  case. 
And  in  this  respect,  they  will  bear  favorable  comparison  with  the 
Minutes  of  other  Synods.  One  or  more  unimportant  typographical 
mistakes  occur  in  the  statistical  tables,  the  proof-reading  of  the  sheets 
of  which  did  not  pass  uoder  my  supervision. 

As  Synod  had  not  adopted  any  Lemmata  form  of  its  own,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  form  one  before  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of 
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the  Annual  Meeting  could  go  forward ;  that  of  the  mother  Synod  not 
answering  in  all  particulars.  Accordingly,  the  Lemmata,  found  on 
page  16  of  the  printed  Minutes,  was  formed,  being  suited,  it  is  b3- 
lieved,  to  the  condition  and  cir<sumstance8  of  the  Synod.  If  this 
should  not  prove  satisfactory,  it  can  easily  be  changed  by  the  Synod. 

The  publication  of  the  Minutes  having  progressed  thus  far,  another 
difficu,lty  arose,  and  in  this  instance  in  regard  to  their  proper  distri. 
bution.  Synod  having  adopted  no  rale  or  principle,  what  course  was 
to  be  adopted?  The  principle  of  distributing  the  Minutes  among 
the  Classes,  according  to  the  ratio  of  assessment  made  for  contingent 
purposes,  having  proven  satisfactory  with  the  old  Synod,  this  course 
was  accordingly  pursued.  But  the  Stated  Clerk  was  still  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  plan  to  adopt  or  follow  in  regard  to  furnishing  ministers 
belonging  to  other  Synods  with  a  copy  of  our  Minutes.  To  sen<l  a 
copy  to  all  such,  would  require  more  than  one-half  the  number 
printed,  so  that  there  would  be  less  than  five  hundred  copies  lefVfor 
the  Classes  constituting  the  Synod. 

The  following  plan  was  finally  adopted  in  the  distribution  of  the 
Minutes : 

Zion's  Classis  received 224  copies 

Maryland  Classis  received 224       *' 

Mercersburg  Classis  received 224       '^ 

Virginia  ''  ''       70       « 

North  Carolina    "  "       60       •* 

Making 802       " 

Thus  198  copies  were  left  for  general  distribution,  which  were 
mailed  to  such  ministers  of  the  Church  as  would  be  most  likely  to 
appreciate  the  favor. 

In  conclusion.  Synod  is  most  respectfully  asked  to  adopt  some  rule 
in  this  particular,  and  thus  relieve  the  Stated  Clerk  from  further  per- 
plexity in  this  feature  of  distributing  the  Minutes. 

The  expense  of  printing  the  Minutes  was  only  $155.50,  which  has 
been  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  M,  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk, 

The  report  was  referred  for  consideration  to  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  Kev.  J.  0.  Miller,  D.  Gans,  and  Elder  W.  H.  Lakin. 
During  the  last  session  of  Synod,  this  committee  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Stated 
Clerk,  offer  the  following  report,  concerning  the  publishing  and  dis- 
tributing of  the  Minutes  of  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  approve  of  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Stated  Clerk  in  forming  the  Lemmata  as  given,  and  accordingly 
publishing  the  Minutes  of  Synod. 
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Reiolvedj  fiirtber,  That  we  approve  of  the  disiribation  of  tbe 
Minutes  according  to  the  ratio  of  assessment  for  contingent  purposes, 
as  is  the  ease  with  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and  the  surplus 
copies  be  sent  as  far  as  possible  to  the  members  of  other  Synods. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
J.  O.  Miller, 

D.  6an8,  y  Committee. 

W.  H.  Lakin, 
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The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resohed,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  have  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  sessions  duly 
authenticated,  published^  and  distribute  them  among  those  entitled 
to  receive  them. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  a  communication  from  the 
Herald  Printing  Company  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  addressed  to  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  Synod,  asking  the  privilege  of  making  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  printing  of  Synod's  Minutes. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Cl'^rk  be  instructed  to  notify  the  Herald 
Printing  Company  of  Carlisle,  that  the  public  printing  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Potomac  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Publication  Board   of 
the  Reformed  Church  at  Philadelphia. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 
IkUSCEIJiANEOUS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  STNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

The  Board  of  'J'rustees  elected  by  the  last  Synod  met  on  the  22d 

of  October,  1874,  and  organized  by  electing  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.D., 

as  President,  and  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller  as  Vice  President  and  Secretary. 

They  also  cast  lots  for  the  several  terms  of  time,  each  was  to  servo 

as  members  of  said  Board,  which  resulted  as  follows,  viz.: 

Rev.   J.   0.   Miller's    term  expires   Jan.  1st,  1875. 
Lewis  H.  Steiner's  »'  "  1876. 

William  Heyser's  "  «  1877. 

Rev.  Saml.  N.  Callender's     "  "  1878. 

Louis  Markell's  "  «  1879. 

We  request  the  Synod  to  elect  one  member  whose  term  of  office 
will  begin  oo  January  Ist^  A.  D.  1875. 
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We  herewith  transmit  to  you  for  your  acceptaDce  or  rejection,  a 
copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation  which  was  approved  by  the  last 
Synod  in  its  general  character,  and  which  has  been  given  us  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  MiLL'ER,  Secretary. 

The  Board  laid  before  Synod  the  following  **  Act  of  Incorporation," 
to  wit: 

'^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac 
of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Wh£REAS,  The  Ministers  and  Elders  forming  the  Synod  of  tho 
Potomac  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  consistiog  of 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  of  others  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  have  represented  that  by  donations,  devises  and  bequests, 
or  otherwise,  of  charitably  disposed  persons,  they  expect  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  lands  and  moneys  for  benevolent  and  pious  purposes,  but 
from  the  scattered  situatiou  of  E^aid  Ministers  and  Elders,  and  other 
causes,  the  said  Ministers  and  Elders  will  find  it  very  difficult  to 
manage  the  said  lands  and  moneyi  in  the  way  best  calculated  to 
answer  the  intentions  of  the  donors ;  therefore — 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland^ 
That  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  Louis  Markell,  William  Heyser,  Jacob  O. 
Miller  and  Samuel  N.  Callender,  and  their  successors,  duly  elected 
and  appointed  in  manner  as  is  hereinafter  directed,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  made,  declared  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic 
and  corporate,  to  have  continuance  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
General  Assembly,  by  the  name  style  and  title  of  "  The  Trustees  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,''  and  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  hereafter  be 
persons  able  &nd  capable  in  law,  as  well  to  take,  receive  and  hold  such 
estate,  property  and  effects  as  may  be  acquired  by  gift,  purchase, 
devise  or  bequest  by  said  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons,  to  their  use  or  in  trust  for  them,  according  to  the 
original  use  and  intent  for  which  such  gifts,  purchases,  devises  or 
bequests  shall  be  respectively  made,  subject,  however,  in  the  case  of 
devises  and  bequests,  always  to  the  sanction  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland,  as  provided  in  the  Declaration  of  Rights. 

Section  2.  And  he  it  enacted^  That  no  misnomer  of  tho  said 
Corporation,  and  their  successors,  shall  defeat  or  annul  any  gift, 
grant,  devise  or  bequest,  to  or  from  the  said  Corporation;  'provided^ 
the  intent  of  the  party  or  parties  shall  sufficiently  appear  upon  the 
face  of  the  gift,  will,  grant  or  other  writing,  whereby  any  estate  or 
interest  was  intended  to  pass  to  or  from  the  said  corporation. 

Section  3.  And  it  he  enactedy  That  the  said  Corporation  and 
their  successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
and  use  one  common  seal,  with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they 
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sludl  see  fit  and  proper,  and  the  same  to  break;  alter  and  renew  at  their 
pleasure. 

Section  4.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  the  said  Corporation  and  their 
successors,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  be  able  and 
capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any 
Court,  or  before  any  Judge  or  Justice,  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits, 
complaints,  pleas,  matters  and  demands,  of  whatsoever  nature,  kind 
and  form  they  may  be,  and  all  and  every  matter  and  thing  to  do,  in 
as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies 
politic  and  corporate,  within  this  State,  can  or  may  do. 

Section  5.  And  he  it  enacted.  That  the  said  Corporation  and  their 
successors  shall  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  make, 
ordain  and  establish  by-laws  and  ordinances,  and  do  everything  inci- 
dent and  needful  for  the  support  and  due  government  of  the  said  cor- 
poratioD,  and  managing  the  funds  and  revenues  thereof;  provided, 
the  said  by-laws  and  regulations  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 
and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this 
State,  to  this  Act,  or  to  the  Constitution,  Laws  or  Eegulations  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Section  6.  And  he  it  enacted.  That  the  said  Corporation  shall 
consist  of  five  persons,  neither  more  nor  less,  who  shall  be  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  continue  to  be 
members  of  the  said  corporation  for  the  term  of  five  years  each,  the 
term  of  office  to  end  always  on  the  first  day  of  January,  and  the  said 
Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
shall  annually  change  one-fifth  of  the  said  board  or  corporation,  in 
such  manner  as  to  the  said  Synod  shall  seem  proper;  but  the  same 
person  may  not  be  re-elected  until  after  he  shall  have  ceased  to  be  a 
member  of  the  said  board  or  corporation  for  at  least  one  year ;  pro- 
tided,  however,  that  the  aforesaia  Trustees,  namely,  Lewis  H.  Steiner, 
Louis  Markell,  William  Heyser,  Jacob  0.  Miller  and  Samuel  N.  Cal- 
lender,  who  shall  continue  in  office  as  follows  :  one  of  them  until  the 
first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-five;  one  until  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six ;  one  until  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven ;  one  until 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  ;  and  one  until  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  ;  these  different  terms  of  office  to' be  dis- 
tributed by  lot  or  otherwise  by  the  said  corporation  among  themselves 
at  their  first  meeting ;  and  further,  if  the  place  of  any  member  of  the 
said  corporation  bo  made  vacant  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  remaining  members  of  the  said  corporation, 
at  the  first  meeting  held  at  which  such  vacancy  shall  become  known, 
to  elect  and  appoint  a  person  who  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  to  the  office  of  trustee  or  member  of  said  cor- 
poration, who  shall,  however,  hold  office  only  for  the  unexpired  term 
of  the  member  creating  such  vacancy,  and  the  person  thus  elected  by 
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the  said  corporation,  shall  not  be  re-eligible  by  the  Synod  aforesaid, 
until  after  he  has  ceased  to  be  a  trustee  for  the  period  of  at  least 
one  year ;  and  further^  if  the  Synod  aforesaid  fail  during  any  year 
to  change  one-fifth  of  the  members  of  this  board  or  corporation,  then 
the  vacancy  occurring  on  the  first  day  of  January,  according  to  the 
provisions  and  restrictions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  filled  by  the  said  cor- 
poration, and  the  person  thus  elected  and  appointed,  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  said  corporation  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

Section  7.  And  he  it  enacted^  That  the  Corporation  aforesaid 
shall  have  power  and  authority  to  manage  and  dispose  of  all  moneys, 
goods,  chattels,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  and  other  estate 
whatsoever  committed  to  their  care  and  trust  by  the  said  Synod  of 
the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  but  in 
cases  where  special  instructions  for  the  management  and  disposal 
thereof,  shall  be  given  by  the  said  Synod  in  writing,  under  the  hand 
of  their  Clerk,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Corporation  to  act  ac- 
cording to  such  instructions ;  provided,  the  said  instructions  shall  not 
be  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State,  or  to  the  provisions  and 
restrictions  in  this  Act  contained. 

Section  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Corporation 
shall  and  may  have  a  President,  a  Vice-President,  who  shall  also  be 
the  Secretary  or  Clerk,  and  a  Treasurer :  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  to  be  chosen  by  the  said  Corporation,  out  of  their  own  num- 
ber, as  often  as  they  may  see  proper,  and  according  to  the  rules  by 
them  to  be  prescribed,  but  the  Treasurer  to  be  elected  annually  by 
the  said  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  from  among  the  members  of  the  said  Corporation,  in  such 
manner  as  to  the  said  Synod  shall  seem  proper,  and  the  same  person 
shall  be  re-eligible  to  the  office  of  Treasurer  by  the  said  Synod  from 
year  to  year,  so  long  as  he  continues  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  Cor- 
poration, and  the  said  Corporation  shall  have  authority  to  appoint 
such  other  officers  and  servants  as  shall  by  them  the  said  Corporation, 
be  deemed  necessary,  to  all  of  which  officers,  the  said  Corporation 
may  assign  such  a  compensation  for  their  services  and  such  duties  to 
be  performed  by  them,  to  continue  in  office  for  such  time  and  to  be 
succeeded  by  others  in  such  way,  the  Treasurer  being  excepted  con- 
formabiy  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  as  the  said  Corporation  may 
direct. 

Section  9.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  three  members  of  this  board 
or  Corporation,  whereof  the  President,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Vice- 
President  shall  be  one,  shall  be  a  sufficient  number  to  transact  the 
business  thereof,  and  to  make  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations;  pro- 
vided, that  previous  to  any  meeting  of  the  board  or  Corporation  for 
such  purposes  not  appointed  by  adjournment,  ten  days  notice  shall  be 
previously  given  thereof;  by  a  circular  sent  by  mail  or  otherwise  to 
each  member  of  the  Corporation. 

Section  10.    And  he  it  ena^ted^  That  said  Corporation  shall  keep 
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regalar  and  fiiir  eQtries  of  their  proceedings,  and  a  just  accouDt  of 
their  receipts  and  disbursements,  in  a  book  or  books  to  be  provided 
for  that  purpose,  and  their  Treasurer  shall  once  in  every  year  exhibit 
to  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  an  exact  state  of  the  accounts  of  the  Corporation. 

Section  11.  And  he  it  enacted^  That  the  said  Corporation  may 
take,  receive,  purchase,  possess  and  enjoy  messuages,  houses,  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  annuities,  and  other  hereditaments,  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  of  any  amount  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars  yearly 
value,  but  the  said  limitations  are  not  to  be  considered  as  including 
the  annual  collections  and  voluntary  contributions  made  in  the 
churches  under  the  care  of  the  said  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Approved  April  6,  1874/' 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Stated,  ap- 
proved April  6,  1874,"  be  now  approved  by  the  Synod,  and  that  the 
same  is  hereby  accepted  on  the  part  of  this  Synod. 


Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, in  the  place  of  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller,  to  serve  from  January  Ist^ 
1875,  to  January  1st,  1880. 

Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted^  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows 
of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  be  anew  commended  to  the 
confidence  and  support  of  our  churches,  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  all  our  congregations  to  lift  one  collection  in  the  month  of  June 
next,  so  far  as  practicable,  in  aid  of  said  Society;  and  further,  that 
the  attention  of  the  several  Classes  be  directed  to  this  subject. 


An  assessment  of  twenty- five  cents  was  laid  upon  the  members  of 
Synod  for  the  benefit  of  the  sexton.  The  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  and  A. 
J.  Heller  were  appointed  to  collect  said  assessment.  The  committee 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  to  collect  the  assessment  for  the  sexton  report  that 
the  duty  has  been  attended  to,  and  that  $25.70  has  been  secured  and 
handed  over  to  the  sexton. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  S.  Davis,  Chairman. 
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Od  the  morniDg  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  presented  their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted. 
The  election  for  members  of  the  Boards  was  held  immediately  after 
adopting  the  report.  Rev.  H.  Wissler  and  S.  K.  Kremer  were 
appointed  tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  the  votes,  and 
iiirnishcd  the  President  with  the  result.  The  result  will  be  found 
elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  action  of  the  Synod  on  the  Reports 
of  the  several  Boards. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa., 
in  which  they  lay  before  the  Synod  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  that  institution,  as  well  as  of  its  general  management 
and  present  condition.  The  paper  was  read  and  approved  by  the 
Synod. 


An  item  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Overtures  was  the 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  at  Phila  lelphia.  The  report  was 
read;  and  then  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consbting  of  Rev. 
Drs.  Higbee,  Zieber,  Staley,  and  Elders  I.  H.  Keefer,  and  J.  Lantis. 

The  committee  reported  on  Saturday  afternoon  as  follows,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  item  by  item : 

The  Publication  Board  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  has  in 
charge  an  interest  which  is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  whole 
life  and  progress  of  our  Church,  and  of  such  vital  importance,  that 
any  calamity  befalling  it,  or  any  serious  crippling  of  its  energies,  can- 
not but  be  disastrous  in  consequences  not  only  to  arte  Synod  but  to 
the  entire  Church. 

Through  it  we  have  our  "  Review,"  our  "  Messenger,*'  our  Sunday- 
schools  paper,  our  '^  Guardian,"  and  in  fact  the  great  bulk  of  our 
denominational  literature.  Through  it  the  general  theological  thought 
of  our  eastern  Church  comes  practically  before  the  Church.  This 
interest,  therefore,  justly  demands  every  exertion  and  sacrifice,  which 
we,  as  Ministers  and  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Church,  can  possibly 
make.  We  cannot  allow  it  to  suffer — we  cannot  neglect  its  work, 
or  feel  no  responsibility  in  its  management  and  success. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  while  heartily  acquiescing  in  the  efforts 
made  by  the  Board  to  render  its  work  more  efficient,  and  make  its 
claims  more  extensively  felt  by  the  Church  at  large,  propose  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  for  the  consideration  and  action  of  this  Synod. 

Resolved,  I.  That  the  Synod  feels  that  the  Board  of  Publication 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  although 
not  officially  connected  with  it,  is  yet  most  intimately  related  to,  and 
absolutely  necessary  for  our  own  Synodical  mission  and  work. 

n.  That  the  Synod  endorses  the  general  feature  of  changes  pro- 
posed by  the  Board,  including  the  alternation  of  the  "  Messenger," 
by  reduction  of  size,  and  change  of  form,  and  decrease  of  subscrip- 
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tion  price,  and  establishment  of  a  oasb-in-advance  principle  of  pay- 
ment. 

III.  That  in  view  of  those  changes,  and  the  general  depression  of 
bnsiness,  this  Synod  urges  upon  each  minister  within  its  bounds,  to 
make  organized  exertion  to  increase  the  subscription  list  of  the 
''  Messenger/'  either  by  acting  as  direct  agent  in  his  charge  for  this 
end,  or  by  ur^ng  some  one  to  act  in  the  same  capacity. 

lY.  That  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  this  Synod  be,  and  hereby 
are  most  earnestly  urged  to  secure  contributions  from  those  who  are 
able  and  willing  to  help  a  cause  so  vital  to  the  welfare  of  the  Church ; 
which  contributions  shall  go  to  form  the  capital  required  for  the  eflBi- 
cient  operation  of  the  Board. 

y.  That  while  thus  earnest  to  help  the  Board  in  its  important  work, 
this  Synod  respectfully  makes  the  following  suggestions  in  reference 
to  its  general  management,  to  wit : 

1.  That  every  effort  be  made  to  reduce  the  expenditures  of  the 
establishment,  (which  are  felt  to  be  large  in  proportion  to  the  busi- 
ness annually  transacted),  either  by  decreasing  salaries,  or  by  lessen* 
ing  the  number  of  employees. 

2.  That  those  publications  which  prove  themselves  unable  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  their  publication,  and  are  not  strictly  necessary  for 
the  work  of  the  Church,  either  be  discontinued,  or  thrown  into  pri- 
vate hands — thus  releasing  the  Board  from  all  pecuniary  responsibility 
therefor. 

3.  That  the  Board  make  every  effort  to  overcome  all  dissatisfaction 
that  may  be  felt  and  expressed  in  reference  to  its  business  capacity  to 
supply  orders  from  the  Church  for  religious  literature,  and  books  in 
general,  by  securing  the  best  business  talent  of  the  Church  for  this 
purpose. 

4.  That  the  Synod  does  not,  in  any  of  the  suggestions  made  in 
reference  to  the  general  management  of  the  Board,  wish  for  a  single 
moment,  that  any  change  should  be  made,  which,  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
Board,  might  prove  at  all  perilous  to  its  continuance  and  work. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  HiQBEE;  Chairman. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whebeas,  The  Hymn  Book  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  appointed  by  that  Synod  before 
the  formation  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  has  finished  its  work  and 
reported  to  the  mother  Synod;  and,  Whereas,  The  selection  of 
Hymns  made  by  that  committee  is  now  in  print,  and  a  copy  is  before 
this  Synod ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  of  five  be  and  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed to  take  the  selection  of  Hymns,  and  upon  examination  report 
to  this  Synod  a  suitable  minute  in  reference  thereto. 
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The  oommittce  called  for  consisted  of  Key.  J.  A.  Peters,  E.  R. 
Eschbach,  E.  E.  Higbee,  and  Elders  A.  B.  Wingerd,  and  L.  Markell. 

This  committee,  at  a  sabsequent  sessioD  of  Synod,  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

Tour  committee,  into  whose  hands  was  placed  the  printed  Hymns 
reported  to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  preamble  and  resjlutions  for  adop- 
tion : 

Whereas^  The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  em- 
powered the  Synod  of  the  United  States  to  publish,  in  connec- 
tion with  its  Order  of  Worship,  a  suitable  appendix  of  Hymns; 
and,  Whereas^  when  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  appointed  a 
committee  to  form  such  a  collection  of  Hymns,  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac  was  not  organized,  but  in  reality  constituted  a  part  of  the 
Synod  to  which  the  privilege  was  granted,  and  which  appointed  the 
committee;  therefore. 

Resolved,  I.  That  this  Synod  regards  itself  as  properly  included 
within  the  original  privilege,  granted  by  the  General  Synod. 

II.  Tbat  the  Synod  most  heartily  adopts  the  collection  of  Hymns 
made  by  the  committee,  and  recommends  its  introduction  and  use  in 
our  congregations,  so  far  as  possible  and  expedient. 

III.  That  this  Synod  apppoint  the  following  persons,  to  wit :  Rev, 
E.  E.  Highee^  D.D.^  L.  II.  Steiner,  and  Rev.  J,  13.  Kerdmer^  as  a 
committee,  who  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  the  same  number 
from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  power  to  prepare 
and  publish  an  edition  of  the  collection  of  Hymns  with  music. 

IV.  That  such  conjoint  committee  of  six  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point an  additional  member  of  the  committee,  making  this  committee 
to  consist  of  seven. 

y.  That  this  Synod  is  willing  to  be  responsible  for  its  share  of  the 
expense  of  such  new  edition,  with  music;  the  ratio  of  its  share  being 
based  upon  the  number  of  communicant  members  respectively  of  the 
two  Synods. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
J.  A.  Peters, 

E.   R.  ESCHBACII, 
E.  E.  HlOBEE, 
A.  B.  WiNOERD, 

L.  Markell, 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  was  instructed  to  send  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  report  to  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  now  in  session  at 
Bethlehem,  Pa. 

An  item  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures  was  the 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lan- 
oaster,  accompanied  with  the  Treasurer's  Report. 


Committee. 
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These  fapers  were  read,  and,  od  motioo,  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Education. 


A  commaiiication,  in  r^ard  to  the  Semi-Centennial  Celebra- 
tion, or  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Founding  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  was  received  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  through  its  Corresponding  Secretary,  on  Monday 
evening,  near  the  hour  for  final  adjournment,  and  was  read.  Where- 
upon the  following  resolution  was  offered  and  adopted : 

Besoicedy  ThtA.  we  heartily  approve  of  the  St  mi- Centennial  Cele^ 
bration  contemplated  hy  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and  that  we 
will  do  all  in  our  power  to  further  it  and  give  it  success. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 
RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Hesolvedy  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  hereby 
tendered  to  the  Pastor  and  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  of 
Hanover,  Pa.,  for  the  very  liberal  hospitality  and  kind  entertainment 
extended  to  us,  during  our  present  annual  sessions  and  sojourn  among 
them. 

Resolved,  That  Pastor  Zieber  be  requested  to  read  the  foregoing 
resolution  of  thanks  from  his  pulpit. 

Resolved^  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  con- 
vey the  thanks  of  this  Synod  to  the  following  Railroad  Companies, 
for  passing  its  members  over  their  respective  roads  at  reduced  rates 
of  fare,  viz.:  Pennsylvania  Central,  Northern  Central,  Baltimore  and 
Ohio,  Cumberland  Valley,  Frederick  and  State  Line,  State  Line  and 
Hanover,  Hanover  Branch,  Western  Maryland,  and  Gettysburg 
Railroads. 

Resolved^  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish  a  copy  of 
the  foregoing  resolutions  to  each  of  the  four  newspapers  published  in 
the  plaoe. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  none  were  found  absent  without  permis- 
Bion. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
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ARTICLE  XXIII. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  in  convention 
— to  be  composed  of  all  the  ministers  within  the  bounds  of  Synod,  and 
one  elder  from  each  pastoral  charge. 

Resolvedy  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  annual  sessions  in  the 
Reformed  church  of  Winchester^  Va.,  on  Wednesday,  the  20th  of 
October,  A.D.,  1875,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.M. 

Adjourned  with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  the  singing 
of  the  Gloria  in  Excelsis,  praying  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  Apos- 
tolic Benediction  by  the  President. 

8.  N.  CALLENDER,  President. 
Attebt, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrigk,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ART.  I.  Opening  of  Synod. 

ART.  II.  Members  Present. 

ART.  III.  Election  of  Officers. 

ART.  IV.  Rules  of  Order. 

ART.  V.  Appointment  of  Standing  Committees. 

1.  On  Religious  Services. 

2.  On  Minutes  of  Synod, 

3.  On  Overtures, 

4.  On  Minutes  of  Classes, 

5.  On  Examination,  Licensure^  and  Ordinalion, 

6.  On  the  State  of  Beligion  and  Statistical  Reports, 

7.  On  Missions, 

8.  On  Finance, 

9.  On  Nominations, 
ART.  VI.  Communications. 
ART.  VII.  Religious  Services. 
ART.  VIII.  Minutes  of  Synod. 
ART.  IX.  Overtures. 

ART.  X.  Minutes  of  Glasses. 

ART.  XL  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 
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ART.  Xni.  Education. 

ART.  Xrv.  Missions. 
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ART.  XXII.  Resumption  and  Close. 

ART.  XXIII.  Adjournment. 


Third  Annual  Meeting. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Untied 
States,  at  its  Annual  Sessions^  convened  in  Convention  in  the  City  of 
Winchester,  Va.,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Seventy- Five.  The  Sessions  com- 
menced  on  the  evening  of  the  Twentieth,  and  continued  until  the  after- 
noon of  the  Twenty  ffih  day  of  the  month,  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Synod  met  in  Convention  on  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  20th, 
A.  D.,  1875,  at  7i  o'clock,  in  Centenary  Reformed  Church  of  the 
City  of  Winchester,  Frederick  county,  Virginia,  pursuant  to  appoint- 
ment of  last  Annual  Meeting,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious 
services.  The  President,  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.D.,  preached  the 
opening  sermon  from  John  xx.  22  :  ^''  And  when  He  h'vf  said  this, 
He  breathed  on  them,  and  saith  unto  them.  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost  ;*' 
and  1  Cor.  iv.  1  :  "  Let  a  man  so  account  of  us,  as  of  the  ministers  of 
Christ,  and  Stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God^ 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.   FROM   THE   0LAS8IS   OP   MARYLAND. 

Ministers, — Joseph  W.  Santee,  D.D.,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  Wil- 
liam Goodrich,  Simon  S.  Miller,  J.  Spangler  Kieflfer,  Abner  R.  Kre- 
mer,  William  C.  Cremer,  Daniel  Gans,  D.D.,  Mortimer  L.  Shuford, 
Orange  E.  Lake,  Joel  T.  Ross'ter,  Nehcmiah  H.  Skyles,  J.  3Iortinier 
Souder,  and  George  L.  Staley,  D  D. 
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Elders. — ^Henry  Reynolds,  Louis  Markell,  Joseph  Seibert,  Oeorge 
J.  Fouke,  William  A.  Hull,  Edward  D.  Zimmerman,  Jacob  H.  Bow- 
ers, Goldsboro  S.  Griffith,  James  E.  Dodrer,  and  Ezra  Williard. 

II.    FROM   THE    CLA8SIS   OF    MERGER8BURG. 

Ministers. — William  M.  Deatrick,  Adam  C.  Whitmer,  Peter  S.  Da- 
vis, D.D.,  John  A.  Peters,  William  0.  Schaeffer,  Henry  F.  Seiple> 
Samuel  R.  Bridenbaugh,  David  N.  Dittmar,  David  M.  Whitmore,  Kl- 
nathan  E.  Higbce,  D.D.,  John  H.  Sykes,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  Milton 
H.  Sangree,  Stephen  K.  Kremer,  Albert  G.  Dole,  Harrison  H.  W. 
Hibshman,  Solomon  B.  Schafer,  Ellis  N.  Kremer,  Prof.  Jacob  B. 
Kerschner,  Jacob  Hassler,  and  the  licentiate  John  C.  Bowman. 

Elders. — David  Diehl,  George  B.  Smith,  John  D.  Eckhard,  John 
Bowman,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  Jacob  F.  Hoover,  John  P.  Reed,  David 
Dunn,  Alvy  B.  Bowen,  and  Isaac  M.  Neff. 

III.     FROM   THE   CLAS8I8   OF   VIRGINIA. 

Ministers. — H.  St.  John  Rinker,  Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.D., 
Charles  G.  Fisher,  and  Henry  Tallhelm. 

Elders. — Moses  Fry,  William  W.  Wenner,  Joseph  Snapp,  William 
A.  Cushwa,  George  W.  Lantz,  Pet^r  J.  Roller,  John  H.  Bauserman, 
Stephen  Stalcy,  and  William  J.  S.  HenscU. 

lY.   FROM   THE   CLASSI8   OF   ZION. 

Ministers. — William  K.  Zieber,  D.D.,  William  R.  H.  Deatrich, 
Jacob  D.  Zehring,  Reinebart  R.  Smith,  Owen  L.  Ashenfelter,  Aaron 
Spangler,  Francis  S.  Lindaman,  Israel  S.  Weisz,  Reuben  Rauhauser, 
William  F.  CoUiflower,  and  Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.D. 

Elders. — George  Myers,  William  H.  Range,  Samuel  P.  Young, 
Henry  M.  Cocklin,  Henry  S.  Hershey,  Jeremiah  G.  Hildebrand,  Elias 
Heilman,  George  L.  Ickes,  Francis  M.  McKeehan,  Michael  B.  Emig, 
David  Wolf,  Israel  Laucks,  and  Samuel  Shumaker. 

V.    FROM   THE   CLA88IS   OF   NORTH    CAROLINA. 
4e  *  ^  ^  :|(4s  4e  9|e 

VI.    FROM   THE   CLA88I8   OF   8AN   FRANCI8C0. 


Note. — A  numher  of  memhers  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  Synod  after  the  first 
session,  and  hence  their  names  do  not  occur  in  the  order  in  which  they  would, 
had  they  heen  present  at  the  opening  session.  A  numher  of  members  also  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  from  day  to  day.  In  one  instance— from  Virginia  Clasiss 
— the  name  of  an  Eider  secundua  appears  in  the  foregoing  list  of  members  together 
with  his  primarius. 


ADVISORY   MEMBERS. 


From  the  Si/nod  of  the  United  States. — Revs.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.D., 
and  F.  K.  Levan. 

From  the  Classis  o/  Zion. — Elder  Henry  Wirt. 

From  the  Classis  o/  Virginia, — Eider  Richard  L.  Gray. 


MINISTERS  OF  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

Tho  presence  of  the  following  ministers  was  announced  at  intervals 
during  the  sessions  of  Synod  : 

Revs.  A.  M.  Courtney,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  8.  Bil- 
lings, of  the  Presbyterian  Church ;  D.  M.  Gilbert,  of  the  Lutheran 
Church;  E.J  Willis  and  E.  Lewis,  of  the  Baptist  Church;  and  H. 
Arbigast,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 


ARTICLE  m. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  P.  S.  Davis  was  chosen  President. 

Kev.  W.  M.  Deatrick  \i^  Stated  Clerk. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Santee  was  re-elected  Corresponding  Secretary, 

Elder  Jiouis  Markell  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 
RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  reading  of  the  Rules  of  Order  was  dispensed  with  for  the  pre- 
sent sessions  of  Synod. 

The  Synod  defined  the  bar  of  the  house,  as  required  by  the  Rules 
of  Order. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing  the 
present  sessions  of  Synod : 

The  Morning  Senions^  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  12  o*cl  ck. 

The  Afternoon  Sessionft,  to  open  at  2}  and  close  at  5  o'clock. 


ARTICLE    V. 

STANDING  COMMJTTEES. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent: 

hdijiohs  Services. — Kevs.  C.  G.  Fisher,  II.  St.  J.  I  inker,  W. 
Goodrich,  and  Elders  J.  Snapp.  and  D.  Diehl. 

Minutes  of  St/nod. — Kevs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  N.  H.  fikjles,  A.  G. 
Dole,  and  Elders  J.  Bowman,  and  W.  W.  Weoner. 

Minutes  of  General  Sywd. — KevH.  0.  L.  Ashenfeltpr,  I.  S.  Weisz, 
J.  D.  Zehring,  and  Elders  J.  H.  Bausermun,  and  E.  D.  Zimmerman. 

Overtures. — Revs  E.  R.  Esehlnch,  W.  K.  Zicber,  H.  Tallhelm, 
and  Elders  G.  J.  Fouke,  and  W.  H.  Baupe. 

Minutes  of  Classes. — Revs.  W.  F  Coliiflower,  W.  R.  II.  Deatrich, 
M.  H.  Sangree,  and  Elders  11.  Reynolds,  and  W.  A.  Cushwa. 

Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. — Revs.  D.  Gans,  W.  K. 
Zieber,  A.  C.  Whitmer,  and  Elders  II.  M.  Cncklin,and  G.  W.  Lantz. 

State  iif  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. — Revs.  J.  T.  Rossiter, 
W.  C.  Cremer,  J.  A.  Peters,  and  Elders  J.  P.  Reed,  and  F.  M. 
McKechan. 

Missions. — Revs.  S.  S.  Miller,  M.  L.  Shuford,  J.  M.  Sender,  and 
Elders  P.  S.  Roller,  and  J.  Seibert. 

Finance. — Revs.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  O  E.  Lake,  H.  II.  W.  Uibshman, 
and  Elders  VV.  A.  Hull,  and  G.  8.  Griffith. 

Nominations. — Revs.  E.  E.  Higbee,  S  N.  Callender,  W.  Goodrich, 
and  Elders  A.  B.  Wingerd,  and  L.  Markell. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Mercersburg,  Maryland,  Zion, 
Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Re- 
ligion and  Statistical  Reports,  which  were  referreJ  to  the  Committee 
on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read,  and  then  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

3.  The  Reports  of  the  President,  the  General  Superintendent,  and 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
three  District  Synods  of  the  United  States,  the  Potomac,  and  Pitts- 
burgh were  received,  beverally  read,  and  then  referred  to  tie  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

4.  Eleven  other  communications  were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  Reli- 
gious Services : 

1.  All  the  sessions  were  opened  and  closed  with  suitable  religious 
services. 

2.  The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing appointmens  for  religious  services  : 

SERVICES    IN   CONNECTION    WITH    THE    SYNOD. 

Hmriday  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Kieffer. 

/ridni/  evening. — Synodical  Sunday-school  Board's  services;  con- 
ducted by  Elder  Gr.  S   Griffith,  member  of  the  Sunday-school  Board. 

Satardot/  afternoon. — Services  preparatory  to  the  Holy  ('ommunion 
at  2 J  oMock.     Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Syke.-. 

iSundai/  morning. — Celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper;  sermon  by 
Rev.  J.  W.  Santee. 

Sunday  afternoon. — Sunday-school  services :  addresses  by  Revs. 
W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  J.  0.  Miller,  and  Elder  F.  M.  McKeehan. 

Swiday  evening.  — Sermon  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  President  of 
Mercersburg  College. 

Monday  evening. — Missionary  Meeting :  services  conducted  by  Rev. 
J.  O.  Miller,  President  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

All  these  services,  except  the  preparatory  services,  were  held  in 
the  Market  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  largest  church 
edifice  of  the  place,  which  had  been  kindly  offered  by  the  Pastor,  the 
Rev.  A.  M.  Courtney  and  his  membership,  for  the  use  of  Synod.  The 
Reformed  (church  being  smaller,  the  sessions  of  Synod  and  the  pre- 
paratwy  services  were  held  in  it. 

SERVICES   IN    OTHER   CHURCHES   OF    WINCHESTER. 

Kent  Street  Presbyterian  Church, — Sunday  morning.  Sermon  by 
Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer. 

Loudon  Street  Fresbyterian  Church. — Sunday  miming.  Sermon 
by  Rev.  0.  L.  Ashenfelter. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. — Sunday  morning.  Sermon 
by  Rev.  W.  C  Cremer.  Sunday  evening.  Sermon  by  Rev.  J. 
Hassler. 

Lutheran  Church, — Sunday  morning.  Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  T. 
Rossiter. 
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Baptist  Church, — Sunday  morning.     Sermon  by  Rev.  I.  8.  Weisz. 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. — Sunday  morning.    Sermon  by  Rev. 
P.  B.  Davis.     Sunday  evening.     Sermon  by  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach. 

COLORED   CHURCHES. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — Sunday  morning.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
W.  F.  Colliflower.  Sunday  evening.  Sermon  by  Rev.  H.  H.  W. 
Hibshman. 

Freewill  Baptist  Church. — Sermon  by  Rev.  F.  S.  Lindaman.  Sun- 
day evening.    Sermon  by  Rev.  H.  Tallhelm. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  G.  Fisher,  Chairman. 

The  religious  services,  as  appointed  by  the  committee,  were  severally 
observed. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

MINUTES  OF  SYNOD  AND  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  and  of  the 
General  Synod  of  Fort  Wayne  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  printed 
Minutes  of  last  annual  meeting  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report  the  items  of  uofiaished  business  claiming 
the  attention  of  this  meeting ;  and  those  of  the  General  Synod  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod. 

The  Committees  submitted  the  following  reports,  which  were  re- 
ceived and  disposed  of  item  by  item. 

I.  MINUTES  OP  the  SYNOD  OP  THE  POTOMAC. 

m 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod 
of  last  year  for  examination,  would  report  the  following  items  of  un- 
finished business,  as  claiming  the  attention  of  this  Synod,  viz. : 

Item  1,  page  13.  A  resolution  directing  the  North  Carolina,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Maryland  Classes  to  open  an  additional  column  in  their 
Statistical  tables  for  the  number  of  students  preparing  for  the  Holy 
Ministry,  as  requested  by  the  General  Synod  of  Cincinnati. 

Item  2,  page  28.  Recommendations  to  the  several  Classes  of  this 
8ynod  in  regard  to  missionary  festivals,  miss^ionary  services  and  col* 
lections  in  our  Sunday-schools,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  apportion- 
ment of  $3,300  upon  this  Synoi,  as  indicated  by  the  Board  of  Homo 
Missions. 
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Ttftn  3,  poge  30.  Assessments  upon  the  several  Classes  for  the 
Cootiogent  Fund  of  Synod. 

Item  4,  page  80.  The  continuance  of  the  Committee  of  Conference, 
with  instructions^  of  which  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler  is  chairman,  to  adjust 
certain  matters  in  reference  to  Beneficiary  Education,  etc.,  between 
this  Synod  and  the  Synod  of  the  ITnited  States. 

Item  5>  page  31.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  notify  the 
Classes  of  Mercersburg  and  North  Carolina  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States  to  exonerate  them  from  any  portion  of 
their  assessments  for  Contingent  Fund,  as  made  by  said  Synod  in 
1872. 

Item  Q,page  31.  The  Treasurer  is  instructed  to  pay  $232.00  to  the 
Trea'^urer  of  the  Board  of  I'hurch  Extension,  being  the  amount  as- 
sessed upon  this  Synod  to  liquidate  the  debt  resting  upon  said  Board. 

Item  7,  page  33.  Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley  gives  notice  of  Complaint  to 
the  General  Synod  in  the  Rice  Appeal  Case,  and  Revs.  S.  N.  Callen- 
der  and  J.  S.  Kieffer  were  appointed  to  defend  the  Synod  before  the 
General  Synod  of  Fort  Wayne,  held  la.st  May. 

Item  8,  page  34.  Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley  gives  notice  of  Complaint,  in 
the  Birely  Complaint  Case,  from  the  decision  of  Synod  to  the  Greneral 
Synod,  and  the  same  Committee,  as  in  the  Rice  Appeal  Case,  is  ap- 
pointed to  defend  the  action  of  Synod  before  the  General  Synod  of 
Fort  Wayne. 

Item  9,  page  35.  The  Fubject  of  the  preparation  of  a  sjstem  of 
Lessons  for  Sabbath-schools  is  committed  into  the  hands  of  the  Sunday* 
School  Board. 

Item  10,  page  36.  The  Committee  on  Synodical  Boundaries,  of 
which  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters  is  Chairman,  is  continued  with  instructions. 

Item  lly  page  36.  The  Committee  of  Conference  on  union  with  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  of  which  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller  is  Chair- 
man, is  continued. 

Item  12,  page  36.  The  Committee  appointed  to  aid  in  drafting  a 
new  Constitution,  of  which  Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee  is  Chairman,  is  con* 
tinned. 

Item  13,  page  36.  The  Classes  are  directed  to  see  that  the  Charters 
of  congregations  harmonize  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

Item  14,  page  36.  The  attention  of  the  several  Classes  is  called 
anew  to  the  importance  of  having  full  and  complete  statistical  re- 
ports, e^o. 

Item  16,  page  37.  The  German  Maryland  Classis  is  dismissed  for 
the  purpose  of  forming,  with  other  (}erman  Classes,  a  German  Synod 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Church. 

Item  I6jpage  39.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  have  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Sjnod  published, 
and  distributed  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 

Item  17 f  page  42.     The   Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and 
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Widows  of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  is 
anew  commended  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  our  churches,  etc. 
Item  18,  page  40.  Synod  adopts  the  Selection  of  Hymn^  and  re- 
commends its  introduction  and  use  in  our  congregations,  as  far  as 
possible  and  expedient,  and  also  appoints  Rev.  Dr.  Higbee,  Lewis  H. 
Steiner,  M.  D.,  and  Rev.  Prof.  J.  B.  Kcrschner  as  a  committee,  who, 
in  conjunction  with  a  similar  committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  power  to  prepare  and  publish  an  edition  of  the 
Collection  of  Hymns  with  music :  and  furthermore.  Synod  expresses 
a  williDgness  to  bear  a  certain  proportion  of  the  expenses  incurred  in 
doing  so.  Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Chairman. 


The  duty  in  item  1,  having  been  attended  to,  the  item  was  adopted. 
For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  2,  see  Article  X.,  Minutes  of  Classes; 
on  items  3,  4,  5  and  6,  see  Article  XV.,  Finance;  on  items  7  and  8, 
see  Article  XVII.,  Complaints;  on  item  9,  see  Article  XVIII., 
Sunday-schools;  on  items  10, 11, 12, 13,  14  and  15,  see  Article  XIX., 
Church  Government;  on  item  16,  see  Article  XX.,  Publication;  on 
items  17  and  18,  see  Article  XXI..  Miscellaneous. 


II.      MINUTES  OF  THE  GENERAL  SYNOD  OF  FORT  WAYNE. 

To  the  Potomac  Synod. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  reports  as 
follows : 

hem  1,  page  44.  A  resolution  referring  the  subject  of  Home  Mis- 
sions to  the  District  Synods'  Boards. 

Item  2,  page  47.  A  resolution  referring  the  Sunday-school  interest 
to  the  District  Synods. 

Item  3,  page  53.  A  recommendation  to  the  District  Sjnods  con- 
cerning delegates*  expenses  to  the  Synods  of  the  Church. 

Item  4,  page  66.  An  assessment  of  $166.00  upon  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac  for  Contingent  Fund. 

Item  5,  page  73.  The  General  Synod  will  hold  its  next  meeting  in 
the  First  Reformed  .Church  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  commencing  on  Wed- 
nesday Evening,  May  15th,  A.  D.,  1878,  at  8  o'clock. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

O.  L.  AsHENFELTER,  Chairman, 

Items  1,  2  and  5,  were  simply  adopted ;  for  the  action  of  Synod  on 
item  3,  see  Article  XIX.,  Church  Government ;  and  on  item  4,  see 
Article  XV.,  Finance. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 
OVERTURES. 

The  Committeo  on  Overtures  submitted  their  report,  which  was 
received  and  disposed  of  item  by  item^  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 
The  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

1.  A  request  from  the  German  Maryland  Classis,  asking  to  be 
released  from  the  payment  of  $12.00  asse.^'sed  upon  said  Classis  for 
Contingent  Fund  of  Synod. 

2.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  II.  Krueger  of  San  Franci'^co,  Cal.,  re- 
questing to  be  excused  from  attendance  upon  the  present  sessions  of 
this  Synod. 

3.  A  letter  from  Rev.  T.  L.  Poulson  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  asking  to 
be  excused  from  attendance  upon  the  present  sessions  of  Synod. 

4.  Repoit  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

5.  Report  from  the  Board  of  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Womels- 
dorf,  Pa.     . 

6.  A  complete  form  on  which  to  report  the  statistics  of  the  Classes, 
transoiitted  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  General  Synod  to  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  this  Synod. 

7.  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  ihe  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

8.  Transcript  of  certain  action  taken  by  the  Board  of  Publication 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  at  its  regular  meeting, 
held  on  the  13th  of  October,  1875,  accompanied  with  a  brief  statement 
of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Board. 

9.  A  letter  from  Rev.  F.  Fox  of  Napa  City,  Cal.,  requesting  to  be 
excused  for  his  non-attendance  upon  the  present  sessions  of  this  body, 
and  appealing  for  prompt  missionary  support. 

10.  A  request  in  behalf  of  the  Friends  of  the  Sabbath  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  asking  this  Synod  to  pass  some  resolutions  against  the 
opening  of  the  Centennial  grounds  on  the  Sabbath,  during  the  coming 
national  Celebration. 

11.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Mueilhaupt  of  Stockton,  Cal.,  in  which 
he  asks  to  be  excused  for  his  non-attendance  upon  the  present  sessions 
of  Synod. 

12.  A  communication  from  the  President  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board 
of  Home  Missions. 

13.  Reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Tri- 
Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

•     E,  R  EsCHBACH,  Cluj'rman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  XV.,  Finance;  on 
items  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10  and  11,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous ; 
and  CD  items  12  and  13,  see  Article  XIV.,  Missions. 
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ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  ComDiittee  on  Minutep  of  Classes  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  followd  : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report,  viz  : 

I.    IRREGULARITIES. 

1.  The  President  of  the  Virginia  Classis  submitted  to  date  the  cir- 
culars addressed  to  its  members  in  the  call  of  two  special  meetings. 

2.  The  same  Classis  neglected  to  record  the  names  of  the  officern 
in  the  organization  at  its  last  annual  meeting. 

8.  The  San  Francisco  Classis  failed  to  furnish  the  Synod  with  a 
copy  of  its  Proceedings. 

II.   REQUESTS  AND   RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  Maryland  Classis  adopted  the  following  resolution  in  regard  to 
the  present  ft)rm  of  the  Rp/ormed  Church  MestengeVy  etc.,  vii.: 

Resolved^  That  while  this  Classis  hopes  that  the  present  form  of  the 
Messenger  may  not  be  permanent,  we  acquiesce  in  its  present  neces- 
sity :  but  that  we  respectfully  ask  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  to  take 
such  measures,  in  respect  to  securing  a  combination  of  regular 
contributors  to  the  JUeasengery  as  may  give  a  higher  character  to  its 
contents. 

III.    APPEALS  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

None. 

IV.  SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO  CLASSES. 

1.  The  Zion's,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  and  Virginia  Classes  took 
favorable  action  upon  the  subjects  of  Missions,  Beneficiary  Education, 
Change  of  Charters,  Statistical  Reports,  Widows'  Fund  Society,  and 
the  circulation  of  the  periodicals  of  the  Church. 

2.  The  North  Carolina  CLssis  passed  over  the  subjects  of  Change 
of  Charters,  and  Widows'  Fund  Society,  "  as  needing  no  action.' 
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V.     LICENSED,  ORDAINED,  RECEIVED  AND  DISMISSED. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  received  the  Licentiate  James  I.  Good  from  the 
Lebanon  Classis,  and  ordained  him;  ordained  the  licentiate  William 
H.  Herbert;  licensed  George  C.  Hall;  received  the  Rev.  Wm.  P. 
CoUiflower  from  the  Maryland  Classis ;  dismissed  the  Rev.  Frederick 
Fox,  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt,  and  Rev.  Julius  H.  Krueger  to  the  Classis 
of  San  Francisco;  the  Rev.  Aaron  IL  Leiss  to  the  Lebanon  (Classis; 
the  Rev.  James  Crawford  to  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis ;  and  the 
Rev.  Henry  Wissler  to  the  Maryland  Classis. 
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2.  Maryland  Classis  received  the  Rev.  David  W.  Kelley  from 
tbe  East  SusquehaDDa  Classis;  the  Kev.  Joel  T.  Rossiter  from  the 
Virginia  Classis;  the  Rqv.  Nehemiah  H.  Skylea  from  the  Mercers- 
bnrg  Classis;  the  Rev.  Henry  Wissler  from  the  Zion*s  Classis  ;  dis- 
missed the  Rev.  Herman  Biclfeld  and  St.  John's  Church  of  Frederick 
City,  Md.,  a^id  Rev.  M.  Treiber  and  the  First  Reformed  Church  of 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  to  the  German  Maryland  Classis ;  the  Rev. 
Wm.  F.  Colliflower  to  the  Zion's  Classis;  and  erased  the  name  of 
Julius  G.  li^hard. 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis  received  the  licentiate  Henry  F.  Seiple 
from  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  and  ordained  him ;  licensed  and  or- 
dained David  M.  Whitmore,  David  N.  Dittmar,  and  Samuel  R. 
l^ridenbangh ;  licensed  John  C.  Bowman ;  and  dismissed  the  Rev.  N. 
H.  Skyles  to  the  Maryland  Classis. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  ordained  the  licentiate  A.  J.  Bowers ;  and  dis- 
missed the  Rev.  Joel  T.  Rossiter  to  the  Maryland  Classis. 

YI.     PLACE    AND    TIME   OF  THE   NEXT   ANNUAL    MEETINGS    OF    THE 

CLASSES. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Carlisle, 
Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  on  the  third  Friday  in  May,  the  19th,  1876, 
at  71  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  M.  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  President,  and  Rev.  W. 
R.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  Clerk. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  will  meet,  in  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church  of 
Westminster,  Carroll  County,  Md.,  on  Thursday  before  Ascension 
Day,  May  18th,  1876,  at  7}  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  Abner  R.  Kremer, 
President,  and  Rev.  8imon  S.  Miller,  Stated  Clerk. 

8.  Mercersburg  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Green- 
castle;  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday  evening.  May  17th, 
1876,  at  7  J  o'clock.  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  President,  and  Rev.  Wm. 
M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  Grace  Reformed  Church  of  She- 
nandoah County,  Va.,  on  Thursday,  before  the  third  Sunday  in  May, 
1876,  at  7}  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  G.  H.  Martin,  President,  and  Rev. 
Henry  St.  John  Rinker,  Stated  Clerk. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Brick  Church,  in  the 
Guilford  (-harge,  on  Thursday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  Day  in  May, 
1876,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  Rev.  J.  Ingold,  President,  and  Rev.  G. 
W.  Welker,  D.  D.,  Stated  Clerk. 

6.  San  Francisco  Classis  will  meet  'm  *  *  * 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  F.  COLLIFLOWER,  Chairman. 

The  items  were  severally  aiopted,  and  the  Report  was  then  adopted 
as  a  whole. 


14 

ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE,  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  mado 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz.  : 

Your  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  no  applications  having  been  made,  the  Committee 
have  had  nothing  to  do. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  Gans,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XII. 
STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORTS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz  : 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac : — 
Your  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing as  their  report: 

In  presenting  this  the  third  Annual  R'^port,  we  are  moved  by  the 
spirit  and  tenor  of  the  Classical  Reports  placed  in  our  hands,  to  render 
devout  thanksgiving  and  praise  unto  llim  the  once  crucified,  but 
now  exalted  Saviour,  who  yet  liveth  and  reignelh  in  His  body,  the 
Church,  with  the  Father,  who  has  delivered  us  from  the  power  of 
darkness  and  translated  us  into  the  kingdom  of  His  dear  Son  ;  and 
unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Enlightener  and  Comforter,  who  in  the 
Church  abiiles  with  us  forever,  and  carries  on  the  work  of  our  Re- 
demption— the  glorious  Trinity — for  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
mercies  aod  blessings  vouchsafed  unto  us  as  a  Synod  during  the  past 
year.  As  we  stand  to-day  on  this  eminence,  the  close  of  another  year 
of  grace,  and  look  back  over  the  incessant  and  weary  toils,  we  are 
made  to  rejoice  together  that  our  labor  has  not  been  in  vain  in  the 
Lord.  The  fruitage  of  the  year's  work,  so  rich  and  full,  which  the 
reports  note,  demands  an  everlasting  song  of  praise.  And  it  is  but 
meet,  right,  and  our  fitting  duty,  that  we  should  in  this  public  way, 
give  expression  of  our  heartfelt  gratitude  unto  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church  for  the  signal  manner  in  which  He  has  crowned  the  humble 
labors  of  His  servants. 

The  pleasant  intelligence  comes  to  us  that  under  the  blessing  of 
God,  the  ministry  generally  have  been  enabled  to  scatter  the  seeds  of 
divine  truth,  to  administer  the  Holy  Sacraments — to  nurture  the  bap- 
tized youth  in  the  Sunday-school  and  in  the  Catechetical  class— to 
\isit  the  sick  and  afflicted,  and  to  offer  a  proclamation  of  pardon  to 
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all  who  have  been  rebellioas  and  wicked,  io  the  words  of  tbe  Saviour, 
*'  Whosoever  will,  let  him  come."  And  the  blessed  results  of  this 
faithful  service  in  the  Lord's  vineyard  have  been  a  steady  increase  of 
attendance  upon  the  preaching  of  the  word,  in  the  number  of  Bap- 
tisms, Confirmations,  and  Communicants,  and  aL^o  in  an  increase  of 
the  spirit  of  benevolence  in  the  cause  of  missions — in  cheering  the 
hearts  of  fatherless  children — in  supporting  our  institutions  of  learn- 
ing— in  the  organization  of  new  charges,  and  in  the  erection  of  new 
and  churchly  edifices,  which  symbolize  that  ^'  beauty  of  holiness,"  in 
which  Christians  are  exhorted  to  worship  the  Lord.  These  evidences 
of  outward  growth,  with  many  others  of  a  similar  character,  are  to  the 
minds  of  your  Committee,  testimonials  of  corresponding  progress  in 
the  powers  of  the  inner  life.  And  these  indications  of  real  church 
prosperity,  are  not  marvelous  when  we  keep  in  mind  that  Christianity 
is  the  highest  order  of  life,  and  that  the  Holy  Ghost  has  but  used 
His  own  ordained  means  to  quicken  and  confirm  the  faith  of  the  Son 
of  God  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  not  some  spasmodic  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  ministry,  nor  temporary  excitement  of  religious  senti- 
ment, whose  cessation  is  sure  to  be  followed  by  a  state  of  coldness 
and  inactivity. 

But  while  in  these  particulars  we  have  pleasing  and  encouraging 
evidences  of  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Spirit  in  the  Church,  it 
cannot  be  concealed  that  there  are  many  things  which  call  for  hu- 
miliation on  our  part,  that  God  may  not  enter  into  judgment  with  us. 
The  spirit  and  practice  of  benevolence  though  increased,  notwith- 
standing thcf  financial  pressure  over  the  whole  country,  are  not  what 
they  should  be  to  meet  the  pressing  demands  made  upon  us  from 
different  quarters.  Our  missionaries  are  crying  for  money  wherewith 
to  buy  bread  for  their  families.  Contributions  for  the  support  of 
beneficiary  education  are  inadequate  to  enable  the  young  men  we  havA 
under  our  fostering  care,  to  continue  their  studies  uninterruptedly,  and 
pastoral  charges  are  vacant  in  many  instances  from  want  of  sufficient 
pastoral  support.  These,  together  with  a  l<ick  in  some  instances  of  that 
spirit  which  will  be  neither  ashamed  nor  afraid,  to  speak,  and  act  and 
live  for  the  Church  of  our  Fathers,  constitute  some  of  our  weaknesses 
and  shortcomings,  and  call  for  renewed  activity,  and  entire  personal 
consecration,  on  the  altar  of  the  gospel,  in  soul  and  body,  property 
and  life,  to  our  blessed  Muster's  service. 

The  Church  Year ,^  with  its  Advent  and  Epiphanies,  its  Lenten 
solemnity,  reaching  its  acme,  in  Good  Friday,  its  Resurrection  and 
mysterious  appearances  beyond  the  tomb,  its  Ascension  and  outpour- 
ing of  the  Holy  Ghost,  connected  with  the  founding  of  the  Church, 
and  its  development  in  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  the  practical  experi- 
ences and  the  great  duties  of  the  Christian  reaching  on  through  the 
Trinity  season,  until  with  grateful  hearts  Advent  is  again  hailed,  has 
been  generally  followed,  and  the  different  fasts  and  festivals  duly  ob- 
served. 
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The  Sunday-school  cause  has  received  during  the  past  year,  a 
larger  share  of  attention,  than  in  any  previous  year,  perhaps,  of  our 
Church  history.  Catechetical  instruction  is  becoming  more  and  more 
introduced  into  the  schools  of  the  Church  ;  and  more  earnest  efforts 
are  being  made,  to  make  the  whole  teaching  for  young  and  old  re- 
volve round  the  distinctive  confessional  basis  of  our  good  old  symbol, 
the  Heidelberg  Catechism.  The  Lesson  Papers  prepared  by  our 
Board  of  Publication  on  the  Church  Year,  have  been  pretty  generally 
adopted,  and  as  a  result  are  bringing  about  a  uniformiiy  of  instruction 
for  the  children  and  youth  throughout  the  domain  of  our  Synod,  a 
firmer  education  of  our  children  in  the  system  of  the  Church  Tear,  and 
an  increased  interest  in  the  Church  festivals.  This  increased  interest  for 
the  provision  of  the  lambs  of  the  flock,  members  of  God's  holy  family, 
through  the  sacrament  of  Baptism  marks  a  clearer  apprehension  oi 
the  true  relation,  nature  and  design  of  the  Sunday-school. 

Our  brethren  in  North  Carolina  and  California,  and  the  latter  in 
different  communications,  send  us  greetings,  and  express  their  regret, 
that  circumstances,  distance  and  want  of  pecuniary  means,  not  incli- 
nation, prevent  them  from  assembling  with  us  in  this  third  annual 
session.  We  as  a  Synod  should  in  a  special  manner  extend  our  cor- 
dial sympathy  to  our  brethren  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  offer  our 
prayers  for  their  welfare,  and  assure  them,  that  though  absent,  they 
shall  not  be  forgotten,  by  tangible  proofs  of  our  sympathy  and  love. 

In  conclusion  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  whilst  a  large  number 
of  standard-bearers  have  been  added  to  our  ranks  in  the  Church 
militant  during  the  past  year,  but  on^.  Rev.  Father  Bossier,  has  been 
taken  hence  to  the  Church  triumphant  in  the  world  beyond  the  grave. 
He  rests  from  his  labors,  but  his  works,  the  blessed  influence  of  his 
ministry  here,  like  the  circling  waves  which  eddy  around  the  stone 
dropped  in  mid  ocean,  will  continue  to  widen  and  expand  until  it  dies 
away  on  the  shores  of  eternity.  Death  to  him  was  only  birth,  to  a 
higher  and  more  glorious  destiny.  **  Write,  blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that 
they  may  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 

And  now,  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly,  above 
all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us, 
be  glory  in  the  Church  by  Christ  Jesus,  throughout  all  ages,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  T.  RoSSITER. 
(For  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix.) 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 
EDUCATION. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Educatioa  made  its  aoDual  report;  whicli  was  re- 
ceiyed  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Sjfnodo/the  Potomac: — 

The  Board  of  Education  met  in  Hanover,  Pa.,  on  the  26th  of  Oc- 
tober. 1874,  and  organised  by  the  re-election  of  the  officers  of  the 
previoas  year,  viz. :  Rev.  P.  8.  Davis,  President;  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown, 
Secretary,  and  Elder  David  C.  Hammond,  Treasurer. 

Daring  the  past  year  the  Board  has  had  under  its  care  the  follow- 
ing beneficiary  students,  to  whom  appropriations  have  been  made. 

Mercersburf/  CloMis^  John  C.  Bowman,  David  N.  Dittmar,  David 
M.  Whitmore,  William  I.  Stewart,  Anderson  J.  Whitmore,  Henry  S. 
Gtu'ner,  Isaac  N.  Peightel,  Samuel  C.  Lonp,  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg, 
Albert  A.  Black,  Daniel  H.  Leader  and  Oeorge  B.  Kesser. 

Zion's  Classis,  George  C.  Hall,  George  P.  Hartzel,  H.  G.  Comfort 
and  Conrad  H.  Nagle. 

Martfland  Classis^  Marion  L.  Firor  and  Lewis  Zinckham. 

Virginia  Clnssisy  Gkorge  A.  Whitmore  and  Samuel  L.  Whitmore. 

Of  these  John  C.  Bowman,  David  N.  Dittmar,  together  with  Samuel 
R.  Bridenbangh  who  had  completed  their  Theological  course  at  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  and  David  M.  Whitmore,  who  had  taken  the  Post  Graduate 
course  at  Mercersbnrg  College,  were  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by 
the  Mercersbnrg  Classis.  Messrs.  Bridenbaugh,  Whitmore,  and 
Dittmar  were  also  ordained  to  the  Gospel  Ministry  by  the  same 
Classis, ^and  are  now  settled  in  pastoral  charges. 

Zion's  Classis  licensed  one  of  its  beneficiary  students,  George  C. 
Hall,  and- erased  the  name  of  Conrad  H.  Nagle  from  its  list  of  benefi- 
ciary students. 

The  amounts  paid  for  Beneficiary  Education  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

Mercersbnrg  Classis, $1,324  30 

Zion's  Classis, 497  55 

Virginia  Classis, 276  83 

Maryland  Classis, 94  24 

Making,         ....         $2,192  92 

Besides  those  already  mentioned  as  receiving  beneficiary  assistance, 
the  following  students  have  been  pursuing  their  studies  under  the 
care  of  the  various  Classes  composing  the  Synod:  George  M.  Zacba- 
r^as,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  deriving  the  benefit  of  the  Smaltz  Fund.  At 
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Mercersburg,  George  F.  Mull,  Isaac  M.  Motter,  Bart.  R.  CarnabaD, 
John  M.  Schick,  W.  Wilberforce  Deatrick,  and  John  North. 

Very  little  money  passes  through  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board.  It  is  generally  paid  to  the  Treasurers  of  the  Claeses,  and  by 
them  directly  to  the  beneficiary  students. 

The  Bonds  required  from  the  beneficiary  students  are  also  usually 
given  to  the  various  Classes. 

It  will  be  necessary,  during  this  meeting,  to  elect  seven  persons  to 
constitute  your  Board  of  Education,  and  it  is  recommended  that  they 
be  continued  in  office  three  years. 

Your  Board  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  Synod,  attended  the 
examinations  of  the  students  pursuing  the  Post-Oraduate  course  of 
Mercersburg  College,  and  are  happy  to  say  that  they  proved  very  sat- 
isfactory. 

In  conclusion,  your  Board  feels  justified  in  calling  for  increased  and 
prompt  contributions  for  Beneficiary  Education.  The  want  of  the 
Church,  just  now,  is  earnest,  well-educated  men.  Truly  the  harvest 
is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  S.  DA  V  IS,  President  of  Board. 


On  the  last  day  of  the  sessions  an  election  was  held,  agreeably  to 
the  foregoing  recommendation,  for  seven  members  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  to  serve  for  three  years,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
Revs.  P.  S.  Davis,  VV.  M.  Deatrick,  J.  S.  Kieffer,  S.  N.  Callender,  J. 
W.  Santee,  J.  A.  Peters,  and  Elder  Jacob  Heyser. 

The  new  Board  of  Education  immediately  organized  by  electing 
the  following  officers : 

Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  President, 
**     J.  W.  Santee,  of  Cavetown,  Md.,  Secretary, 
**     W.  M.  Deatrick,  of  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions  submitted  their  Annual 
Report  to  Synod,  together  with  the  Reports  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Missions  and  the  Treasurer  of  said  Board,  which  were  severally  read, 
and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  These  reports  are 
as  follows,  viz. : 
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I.    REPORT   OF   THE  BOARD  OF   MISSIONS. 

To  the  Reverend  Syiwd  of  the  Potomac. 

Fathers  and  Brethren: — The  Board  of  Home  Missions,  con- 
stituted of  the  three  English  Synods  in  the  East,  would  respectfully 
call  the  attention  of  your  Reverend  Body  to  the  pressing  wants  of 
your  Board  in  carrying  on  its  work.  At  the  close  of  this  year  it  was 
found,  that  we  are  indebted  to  our  missionaries  up  to  that  date,  Octo- 
ber 1st,  for  one-half  year's  salary — about  six  thousand  dollars.  And 
that  during  the  coming  year  we  shall  need  nine  thousand  dollars  ad- 
ditional to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Board. 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  has  reduced  its  expenses  as  much 
as  possible, — at  least  three  thousand  dollars. 

Heretofore  ycur  Board  has  borrowed  money  at  different  times  to 
meet  the  pressing  wants  of  its  missionaries.  But  we  find  this  not  good 
policy,  and  hence  have  concluded  henceforward  to  borrow  no  more 
money,  but  ask  the  Church  to  do  its  duty. 

We  DOW  ask  your  earnest  consideration  of  this  general  subject  of 
missions,  and  pray  that  you  will  come  to  our  aid,  and  provide  for  the 
pressing  wants  of  our  missionaries,  who  are  crying  for  bread. 

liespeotfully  submitted. 

J .  0.  MILLER;  PtesUhnt  of  Board. 


II.   REPORT   OF  superintendent   OF   HOME   MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S.,  the  Synod  of  the 

Potomac  J  and  the  St/nod  of  Pittsburgh. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — The  following  missions  have 
been  under  the  care  of  your  Board  of  Home  Missions  during  the  Sy- 
nodioal  year  just  closed : 

•  1.  synod  of  the  united  states. 

Caiasattqua,  Pa. — Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin,  pastor.  Has  a  very  valuable 
property,  and  is  making  progress  both  internally  and  ex- 
ternally. Its  debt,  however,  weighs  upon  it.  Unless 
East  Penna.  Classis  can  either  largely  relieve  this  or 
strengthen  the  charge  by  the  addition  of  a  good  congre- 
gation, the  present  appropriation  of  the  Board  will  have 
to  be  reduced  at  a  very  slow  rate.  Prospects  otherwise 
good,  and  the  pastor's  labors  successful.  Appropriation 
$700;  till  January  1st.  Undetermined  beyond  that  time. 
German  and  English. 
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Reading^  Pa. — (JhrUt  Church.  Served  by  Rev.  J.  FuendeliDg  for  ten 
months  of  the  year.  Since  then  by  Rev.  R.  Knoz.  For 
several  months  during  the  summer  the  affairs  of  this  con- 
gregation were  unsettled ;  in  good  condition  now.  By 
having  the  parochial  school  cease,  and  a  small  family  on 
the  part  of  the  new  pastor,  we  have  been  enabled  to  re- 
duce the  appropriation  from  $700  to  $350;  for  the  year. 
Prospects  promising.     German. 

8u  John's.  Became  vacant  last  March.  Supplied  during 
the  summer.  October  first  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmets  takes 
charge.  App.  for  the  fir&t  year  8400.  Expected  to  be, 
shortly,  self  supporting.  German  and  English. 
Philadelphia^  Pa. — St.  Stephen's,  Rev.  A.  Romich,  pastor.  An  old 
mission  About  maintains  its  own  from  year  to  year.  The 
dear  brother  who  serves  it  as  pastor  has  of  late  been  much 
afflicted,  having  been  laid  low  with  fever  hini^lf,  and 
having  buried  a  child.  App.,  old,  $22  5 ;  new,  $200. 
This  latter  for  six  months. 

St.  JohnSj  Rev.  J.  G.  Noss,  pastor.  Growing.  Our  only 
English  congregation  in  West  Philadelphia  with  a  popu- 
lation of  70,000.  Good  property,  small  debt.  App. 
$400.  Continued. 
Wyoming,  Del. — Supplied  part  of  the  year.  Since  August  under  tho 
pastoral  care  of  Rev.  W.  F.  Lichliter,  This  mission  is 
central  for  our  future  efforts  to  build  up  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  whither  many  of  our 
people  are  moving.  A  very  substantial  beginning  has 
here  been  made.  App.,  $300.  English. 
Harrxshurg^  Pa. — Second  Church,  Rev.  G.  W.  Snyder,  pastor.  This 
mission  has  gone  forward  without  very  material  change. 
It  has  lost  some  good  members  by  removal,  owing  to  hard 
times,  and  it  has  gained  others  by  its  inner  activity  and 
growth.  It  has  built  an  addition  to  its  Church  for  Sun- 
day-school purposes,  and  has  a  flourishing  school.  App., 
$300,  cootinued.     English. 

Zwingli^   Rev.    M.  Noll,  pastor.     Maintains  its  own,  and 

would  grow  in  better  times.     Its  inner  condition  seems  to 

be  gaining  in  permanent  character.    App.  $300,  old )  new, 

$225.     German. 

Columhia,  Pa. — Rev.  C.  Clever,  pastor.     Prosperous.     App.,  old, 

$200  ;  new,  $150.  English. 
Hazleton,  Pa. — EmanueVs.  Rev.  I.  E.  Graeff,  pastor.  Part  of  the 
year  vacant.  Latterly  served  by  Rev.  I.  E.  Graeff  as  pas- 
tor. Has  been  changed  from  German  to  German  and 
English,  as  our  First  Church  in  the  town  is  entirely  Ger- 
man. Many  East  Penna.  people  live  here,  who  need  ser- 
vice in  both  languages.     App.  $100. 
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Overtnrij  Pa. — Rev.  J.  H.  Scblappig,  pastor.  Reports  progress.  A 
Northern  frontier  misdion  of  our  Church.  App.  $75; 
continued.     English  and  German. 

Liverpool,  Pa, — Rev.  W.  Donat,  pastor.  Improvins: ;  so  that  the  ap- 
propriation could  he  reduced  since  July  Ist,  from  $150 
to  $80.     English  and  German. 

LyhtMy  Pa. — Rev.  J.  Kretsing,  pastor.  Since  July  a  self-supporting 
charge  hy  its  connection  with  two  other  congregations. 
The  late  appropriation  was  $350.     English  and  German. 

SotUh  Bethlehem,  Pa. — Rev.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  pastor.  Will  be  a  self- 
supporting  charge,  in  connection  with  other  congregations 
from  October  1st.  Prosperous.  Late  App.  $200.  Eng- 
lish and  German. 

2.    PITTSBUBQH   SYNOD. 

Kittanmng^  Pa. — Rev.  D.  S.  Dieffenbacher,  pastor.    Quite  prosperous. 

Will  soon  be  self-supporting       App.  $300  until  June, 

1875  ;  since  then  $225.     English. 
MeadvilUj  Pa, — Rev.  D.  D.  Leberman,  pastor.     Two  congregations  ; 

one  in  town,  and  one  in  the  country.     Doing  well.     An 

old  mission.     App.  $150 ;  now  discontinued.     English 

and  German. 
TUuiviUe,  Pa. — The  late  pastor,  owing  to  well-known  difficulties  of 

the  congregation,  left  with  the  close  of  last  December. 

Vacant  since.     Should  form  a  charge  in  connection  with 

Corry  and  Union  City.     In  its  present  condition  it  is  next 

to  impossible  to  run  it  as  a  mission.     The  late  App.  was 

$300.     German  and  English. 
Ouniberlandf  Md, — ^Rev.  F.  R.  Schwedes,  pastor.     Doing  well.     A 

number  of  serious  obstacles  have  been  removed  or  relieved 

during  the  year.     Church  building  improved  aod  painted. 

A  new  point  begun  in  connection  with  it  at  Keyser  City. 

App.  $400  ;  continued.     German. 
PUuhurgh^  Pa. — St.  PavTSf  Rev.  J.  W.  Ebbinghuus,  pastor.    Grow- 

ingy  though   plowly.     Labors   under   considerable   debt. 

Building  re-painted.     Pastor  hopeful  in  his  work.     App., 

old,  $300 ;  new,  $200.     German. 
St.  James',  Rev.  C.  Boerchers,  pastor.     Gaining  every  way 

in  solid  character.     Located  amidst  a  large  German  pop- 
ulation.    App.,  old,  $225 ;  new,  $200.     German. 
St.  Ltike*Sj  Rev.  P.  F.  Schulke,  pastor.   New  mission  ;  hard 

work.     Pastor  moderately  successful ;  labored  earnestly. 

Now  vacant.     App.  $200.     German. 
Trinity^  Rev.  T    F.  Stauffer;  pastor.     Has  been  from  the 

first  a  flourishing  mission.     App.,  old,  $-400 ;  new,  $300; 

conditional.     Englbh. 
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EXPENSES. 


It  is  iDteresting  to  Btady  the  expenditure  required  duriug  the  past 
two  years,  to  do  the  work  of  missions  in  these  three  Synods,  and  the 
prospective  cost  for  the  next  year  on  the  basis  of  our  present  general 
plan.  It  must  be  distinctly  borne  in  mind  that  during  the  year  be- 
fore the  present  our  Board  received  simply  the  mission  work  as  the 
several  Synods  and  Classes  had  shaped  it  during  preceding  years.  It 
took  and  carried  forward  what  was  ^iven  it  ready  to  hand  and  on  the 
list.  It  is  true,  it  declined  a  few  old  missions,  and  carried  a  number 
of  the  rest  only  from  four  to  six  or  nine  months ;  and  thus,  of  course, 
had  its  expenses  under  the  figure  of  actual  cost  of  all  during  the  whole 
year.  Yet  the  expense  account  of  our  Treasurer  last  October,  1874^ 
stood : 

Cash  paid  out $8,295.00 

Orders  unpaid 4,000.00 

Total  cost  of  Missions  to  the  Board $12,295.00 


During  the  second  year,  now  closing,  the  Board  had  its  own  way 
to  a  large  extent.  It  had  itself  relieved  of  some  of  the  old  missions, 
changed  the  appropriations  of  a  few,  and  carried  for  part  of  the  year 
the  new  missions,  Salem's,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.^  and  that  at  Lock  Haven, 
and  during  the  whole  year  St.  Luke's,  Pittsburgh.  Now  the  total  ex- 
penses of  the  Board  amount  to  $11,000,  which  b  $1,300  less  than  the 
year  before.  The  cost  of  carrying  forward  our  mission  work  for  the 
incoming  year  is  estimated,  as  will  be  seen  below,  at  $9,500,  including 
new  missions,  to  the  extent  that  they  will  affect  us  during  the  course 
of  the  year.  This  will  be  $1,500  less  than  our  expenses  during  the 
past  year,  and  near  $3,000  less  than  when  we  got  the  missions. 

For  a  statement  of  our  income  this  year,  and  our  actual  indebted- 
ness, we  refer  to  the  Treasurer's  report. 

We  congratulate  the  Synods  and  the  Church  on  the  following  points 
apparently  secured  in  the  way  of  positive,  permanent  progress  : 

1.  The  Board  has  come  to  have  something  like  the  proper  control 
over  all  the  missions  under  its  care ;  and  in  the  organization  of  new 
missions  it  is  consulted,  and  in  the  general  cause  it  is  allowed  conside- 
ration. 

2.  Missions  can  now  be  retired  and  old  appropriations  reduced  to 
some  effect;  and  this  without  injuring  any  one,  while  saving  a  large 
sum  to  the  Treasury.  Time  and  labor  and  system  have  brought  thb 
about. 

3.  We  are  rapidly  coming  to  have  a  fair  proportion  of  new  missions, 
mainly  in  large  towns  and  cities,  and  calculated  to  inspire  enlarged 
zeal  and  interest  in  the  Church  at  large. 

4.  Nearly  all  the  Classes  in  the  three  Synods  are  now  actively  co- 
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operating  with  the  Board,  aod  apportionments  are  oheerfuUj  and  liberally 
made  for  the  cause.  The  meetings  of  the  several  Classes  last  Spring 
showed  a  marked  improvement  in  this  respect  over  those  of  the  Spring 
before. 

5.  Taken  as  a  whole  our  Synods,  Classes,  congregations,  and  Sun- 
day-schools are  in  better,  harmonious,  felt  co-operation  in  carrying 

'forward  this  good  work  than  they  have  ever  been  heretofore. 

6.  That  while  the  Board  had  transferred  to  itself  by  the  Synods 
and  Classes,  two  years  ago,  mit>sions  costing  full  $4,000  abovn  the  then 
current  income,  we  will  henceforth  be  in  shape  to  pay  by  steps  the 
debt  accumulated  in  consequence. 

As  last  Spring's  apportionments  by  the  several  Classes  have  not  yet 
been  met  in  proportion  to  the  time  elapsed  since,  by  the  majority  of 
Classes,  the  following  statement  will  give  a  near  estimate  of  the  finan- 
cial wants  of  the  cause  of  Missions  for  the  coming  classical  year. 

Probable  actual  expenses  for  that  year $9,500.00 

'  Amt.  needed  to  pay  deficit  past  and  present 5,500.00 

Total $15,000.00 

Of  this  amount  we  suggest  the  following  sub-division : 

Synod  in  the  U.  S $8,500 

Pittsburgh  Synod 3,200 

Synod  of  the  Potomac 3,300 

Total $15,000 

In  all  we  have  had  /orfy-itoo  missions  under  our  care.  Owing  to 
the  pressure  of  the  times  the  work  had  to  be  carried  forward  with 
unusual  care  and  effort.  Special  thanks  are  due  our  Missionaries  for 
their  steady  labors  amid  severe  self-denial.  The  Lord  will  reward 
them.  May  He  also  direct  the  Synods  to  devise  and  do  as  may  best 
answer  the  high  interests  of  the  Missionary  cause  as  it  confronts  us  as 
a  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Respectfully  submitted.  F.  E.  LEVAN, 

Superintendent  o/  Missions, 

tbsasubeb's  report. 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

I  beg  leave  very  respectfully  to  submit  my  Second  Annual  Report, 
exhibiting  the  reoeipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Board  for  the  year 
ending  Oct.  5th,  1875. 
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RECEIPTS. 


SYNOD   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Classis  of  Philadelphia $250  53 

(S.  Schools,  $40  75) 

Classis  of  Groshenhoppen 1,054  46 

Classis  of  East  Penna 712  93 

(S.  Schools,  162  16) 

Classis  of  Tohickon 551  06 

Classis  of  Lebanon 2,120  75 

(8.  Schools.  $100  00) 
Classis  of  Lancaster 501  42 

(S.  Schools,     $6  00) 
Classis  of  West  Susq 420  45 

(S.  Schools,   $40  00) 
Classis  of  Ea.st  Susq 615  73 

(8.  Schools,   $12  34) 

($261  25) 
Total  from  Synod  U.  S.  (including  S.  S.) $6,227  33 


SYNOD   OP  THE   POTOMAC. 

Classis  of  Zion $832  63 

(S.  Schools,  t^  16) 
Classis  of  Maryland 529  74 

(S.  Schools,  $152  51) 
Classis  of  Mercersburg 50  00 

(S.  Schools,   $10  00) 

Classis  of  Virginia ...       100  00 

($218  67) 
Total  from  Synod  of  Potomac  (including  S.  S.) 1,512  87 


SYNOD   OP  PITTSBURGH. 

Classis  of  Allegheny $375  00 

Classis  of  Clarion 679  12 

(8.  Schools,    $12  65) 

Classis  of  St.  Paul 163  46 

Classis  of  Somerset 301  43 

(S.  Schools,    $5  50) 

From  Treasurer  of  Synod ...  406  28 

($18  15) 
Total  from  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  (including  S.  S.) 1,925  29 


"        "    the  three  Synods $9,664  99 

From  Loans 5,511  07 

"    Miscellaneous  sources 166  67 


Total  from  all  sources $15,342  73 
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DIBBUBSBMENTS. 

By  Balance  dae  Treasurer,  as  per  last  account,  rendered  Oct.  13, 

1874 $131  73 

"    Orders  of  the  Board  paid  during  the  year 10,706  10 

"    Amount  paid  Treasurer  of  Iowa  Classis 267  50 

'*         "           *•     Loans  to  Bank 4,005  33 

"    Balance  due  the  Board 232  07 


$15,342  73 


It  will  be  observed  tbat,  altboagh  the  total  coDtributions  from  the 
different  Synods  are  about  $1,500  in  excess  of  last  year,  yet,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  large  appropriations  needed  to  support  our  devoted 
niissiooaries,  heavy  loans  were  necessitated,  of  which  $500  remain 
unpaid;  and  orders  amounting  to  $4,500  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  for  the  payment  of  which  no  provision  could  be  made. 
The  large  sum  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  ($5,000)  is  therefore  needed, 
and  should  be  provided  at  once  by  the  Church,  to  liquidate  the  claims 
of  her  missionaries. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  SEIBERT,   Treasurer. 

Habrisburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  6,  1875. 


I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  audited  the  account  of  Wm.  H. 
Seibert  by  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  correct,  showing  a  balance  in 
the  Treasury  of  $282.07.  W.  H.  H.  SNYDER. 


IV.     REPORT   OP   COMMITTEE   ON   MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  the  foregoing  Reports  had 
been  referred,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and  taken 
up  item  by  item,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Missions  would  respectfully  report  that  four 
documents  were  placed  into  our  hands,  to  wit : 

1.  The  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Tri-Synodio  Board  of  Home 
Missions. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Home  Missions. 

3.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodio  Board  of  Home 
Missions. 

4.  A  letter  from  Rev.  F.  Fox,  Missionary  at  Napa,  California. 

It  is  with  devout  gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  that 
we  learn  from  the  first  three  mentioned  documents,  that  the  arduous 
work  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  has  been  carried  forward  with 
great  energy  and  zeal,  and  with  encouraging  success.  We  also  have 
in  these  reports  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  the  contributions  from 
the  different  Synods  this  year  are  about  $1500.00  in  excess  of  last 
year;  and  that  this  is  an  evidence  that  the  great  work  of  missions  is 
receiving  more  of  the  attention  of  the  pastors  and  their  congregations, 
and  also  that  there  is  being  awakened  in  the  Church  a  deeper  interest 
in  this  blessed  cause. 
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Id  view  of  tbe  large  and  extending  field,  the  earnest  cries  for  help 
coming  up  from  all  directions,  and  the  self-denjing  devotion  of  the 
missionaries  themselves, — it  behooves  this  Synod  to  give  this  cause 
greater  attention — that  her  pastors  and  congregations  may  be  incited 
to  a  greater  activity,  and  a  more  earnest  co-operation  with  the  Board, 
and   a  more  prayerful  interest  in  her  blessed  Ood-appointed  work. 

That  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  may  be  carried  for- 
ward efficiently,  there  will  be  needed  for  the  current  year  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars.  Of  this  amount  fifty-five  hundred  dollars  are  now  due 
our  faithful  missionaries,  and  should  be  provided  for  at  once. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts  your  Committee  suggest  the  following 
action : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  assume  Thirty- three  Hundred  Dollars  as 
her  portion  of  the  Fifteen  Thousand  Dollars. 

Resolved,  /vrther,  That  this  amount  be  apportioned  to  the  different 
Classes  on  the  basis  of  membership,  due  account  being  given  to  funds 
raised  for  Beneficiary  Education,  as  follows : 

Maryland  Classis $1,300  00 

Zion's  Classis 1,100  00 

Mercersburg  Classis 650  00 

Virginia  Classis 250  00 

North  Carolina  Classis 100  00 

Making $3,800  00 

From  the  fourth  document  we  learn  that  the  mission  at  Napa, 
California,  under  the  care  of  Rev.  F.  Fox,  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

S.  S.  MILLER,  Chairman, 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  appoint  a  Committee  of  three,  consisting 
of  Revs.  J.  0.  Miller,  M.  H.  Sangree,  and  Elder  I.  Laucks,  to  pre- 
pare a  paper  expressing  the  sense  of  high  appreciation  with  which 
this  Synod  regards  the  labors  in  which  the  Brethren  on  the  Pacifio 
Coast  are  engaged,  and  thus  convey  to  them  the  cordial  greetings, 
sympathy,  and  love  of  this  Synod  in  their  work,  and  assure  them  also 
of  our  fervent  prayers  to  God  for  them  and  their  labor  of  love. 


Terms  of  Office  of  Members  of  the  Synod's  Board  of  Missions. 

The  Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions  offered  the  following  report, 
designating  tlie  terms  of  office  of  its  members,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  viz. : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Synod  of  the 
PotomaC;  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  report  the  following  action 
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of  the  Board  determinhig  the  terms  of  office  of  ibe  several  members 
of  tbe  Board.     Tbe  time  of  eacb  member  expires  as  follows,  viz. : 

Elder  Henry  Wirt, 
Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber, 

<'     E.  R.  Escbbach, 

'«     W.  R.  H.  Deatrich, 
Elder  O.  S.  Griffitb, 

"      W.  A.  Wilt, 
Rev.  J.  0.  Miller, 

This  SjDod  bas,  tberefore,  to  elect  one  member  in  tbe  stead  of 
Elder  Henry  Wirt,  wbose  term  bas  expired. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
E.  R.  ESCHBACH,  Secretary  of  Board. 

Elder  Henry  Wirt  was  re-elected  a  member  of  tbe  Synodic  Board 
of  Home  Missions  for  tbe  term  of  four  years,  or  until  October  1st, 
1879. 


October 

1st, 

1875. 

(( 

1876. 

u 

1876. 

1877. 

u 

1877. 

a 

1878. 

u 

1878. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

I.  treasurer's  report. 

Tbe  Treasurer  of  Synod  submitted  bis  Annual  Report,  wbicb  was 
received,  and  tben  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  being  audited.     Tbe  Report  is  as  follows  : 

LOUIS   MAREELL,   Trea^urer^  in  account  vnth  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

Reformed  Church, 

DR. 

October  22,  1874.  To  balance,  cash  on  hand $464  25 

June  4,          1875.   To  cash  from  North  Carolina  Classis 30  00 

8eptember6,    "               "             Mercersburg        "        112  00 

October  6,        "               "             Maryland             *'        100  00 

"    21,        "              "             Virginia               "        30  00 

"    22,        "               "             Zion'8  Claasis,  in  part 50  00 

Making $786  25 

CONTRA,  CR. 

October  24. 1874.  Bj  cash  paid  for  Minute  Book  for  Board  of  Educa- 
tion         $2  10 

NoTember  6,  "        By  cash  paid  George  Gelbach,  Treasurer  of  the 

Church  Extension  Fund 232  00 
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January  25,  1875.    By  cash  paid  Keformed  Church  Publicatiou  Board 

for  printine  Minutes 185  00 

"      "       By  cash  paid  Stated  Clerk  for  freight  and  postage 

on  Minutes,  trayeling  expenses,  <&c 19   00 

September  6,  "       By  cash  paid  Stated  Clerk  for  freight  and  expenses 

on  Minutes  of  General  Synod 4  00 

"         "      "       By  cash   paid  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Salary  a 

Stated  Clerk 76  00 

October  21,    "       By  cash  paid  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  expenses  of  Com- 
mittee on  boundaries  of  Synods 6  00 

"       22,    "       By  balance,  cash  on  hand 263  15 

Making $786  2i> 

Due  from  Zion's  Classis,  assessment  in  part,  $62.00. 


II.    REPORT   OP   THE   COMMITTEE   ON   FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  their  report^  as  follows^ 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully  offer  the  following 
report : 

They  have  examined  the  Treasurer's  Beport,  with  its  aocompanj- 
ing  vouchers,  and  find  it  to  be  correct.  A  balance  of  $263.15  re- 
mains in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  $62.00  are  still  due  the 
Synod  from  Zion's  Classis,  on  assessment  of  last  annual  meeting. 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  $166.00  due  from  this 
Synod  to  the  General  Synod  for  contingent  purposes,  the  Committee 
deem  it  necessary  to  raise  by  assessment  the  sum  of  $250.00,  in  addi- 
tion to  that  remaining  in  the  Treasury.  This  sum  the  Commit  tee 
have  apportioned  among  the  several  Classes,  as  folio  ws  : 

Zion's  Classis $75  00 

Mercersburg  Classis 75  00 

Maryland             '*     70  00 

Virginia              •'     20  00 

North  Carolina   "     20  00 

Making $260  00 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  S.  KiEFFEB,  Chairman, 


The  Treasurer  was  instructed  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  $166.00^  being  the  sum  assessed  upon  this  Synod  for  the 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  General  Synod. 


The  Treasurer,  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  his  report,  paid 
George  Gelbach,  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund,  the  full 
amount  assessed  upon  this  Synod,  toward  liquidating  the  debt  resting 
upon  said  Board. 
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The  Committee  of  Conference,  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Cham- 
bershurg,  to  confer  with  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  with  instrac- 
tions  to  request  that  Synod  to  liquidate*our  share  of  indebtedness  to  the 
former  Board  of  Education  by  our  proper  share  of  the  interests  de- 
rived from  the  old  Beneficiary  Fund,  and  also  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  said  Synod  the  great  necessity  of  the  two  Synods  coming  to  a  clear 
and  fixed  understanding  of  the  relation  which  the  two  Synods  sustain 
to  these  funds,  which  were  held  by  the  Church  in  common,  prior  to 
the  organization  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  which  was  contin- 
ued last  year,  with  instructions  to  attend  to  this  matter,  if  possible, 
without  further  delay,  failed  to  report,  and  was  discharged. 


The  Stated  Clerk,  who  had  been  instructed  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  Synod,  to  notify  the  Mercersburg  and  North  Carolina 
Classes,  which  had  not  paid  their  full  quotas  of  the  assessments  made 
by  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  at  Martinsburg,  West  Virginia, 
in  1872,  for  contingent  purposes,  that  said  Synod  refuses  to  exone- 
rate them  from  the  payments  of  their  full  assessments,  ofiered  the 
following  report;  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports,  That  he  attended  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  Synod  thus  given,  in  due  time  and  form. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 


From  the  Treasurer's  Report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Classes  all 
paid  their  assessments  for  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod,  except  Zion's 
Classis,  which  still  owes  $62.00. 


A  letter  was  received  from  the  German  Maryland  Classis,  asking 
to  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the  assessment  upon  it  for 
contingent  purposes,  made  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod. 
The  letter  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  the  German  Maryland  Classis 
was  released  iVom  the  payment  of  $12.00,  the  sum  as-sessed  upon  it 
last  year  for  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 
APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 
Nothing  occurred  under  this  head. 
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^ARTICLE  XVII. 
COMPLAINTS. 

The  Committee  on  MiDutes  of  Syood,  under  items  7  and  8.  reported 
the  appointment  of  Revs.  S.  N.  Callender  and  J.  S.  Kiefier  as  a  com- 
mittee to  defend  this  Synod  before  the  General  Synod  of  Fort  Wajne 
in  the  Rice  Appeal  and  Birely  Complaint  cases. 

The  Committee  offered  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted: 

Having  been  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  at  its  sessions 
at  Hanover,  Pa.,  together  with  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  to  defend  be- 
fore the  General  Synod  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  the  action  of  the  Poto- 
mac Synod  in  two  cases  of  Complaint  relating  to  the  Evangelical 
Reformed  Church  of  Frederick,  Md.,  the  undersigned  would  report 
that  in  the  absence  of  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  he  was  present  at  said 
General  Synod  to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  them ;  but  that,  the 
Complaints  having  been  withdrawn  by  those  who  had  charge  of  them, 
no  defence  of  the  Synod's  action  was  necessary. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  Spangler  Eieffer. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-school  Board  presented  its  Second  Annual  Report, 
which  was  received,  amended  and  adopted  as  follows : 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod,  the  subject  of  preparing  "  Les- 
son Papers"  was  entrusted  to  this  Board;  which,  however,  shortly 
after  the  adjournment  of  Synod,  was  taken  up  by  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States,  and  arrangements  were  made,  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  civil  year,  the  Church  was  favored  with  "  Papers  "  for 
the  Sunday-school,  constructed  on  the  Gospel  Lessons  for  the  Church 
Year,  and  since  then  regularly  issued  every  month.  That  was  an  era 
in  the  history  of  our  Church  in  relation  to  our  Sunday  school  ^rk. 
These  papers  should  commend  themselves  to  all  our  Reformed  Sun- 
day schools  from  the  fact  that  they  are  in  full  accord  with  the  spirit 
of  our  Church,  enabling  the  schools  to  bring  before  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  both  teachers  and  scholars  the  great  facts  in  the  life  of  the 
blessed  Redeemer.  In  the  judgment  of  your  Board  these  papers  are 
well  adapted  for  the  more  advanced  scholars,  but  not  for  those  younger, 
and  there  is  a  want  here  which  should  be  met.  It  would  be  well  for 
the  Church  to  have  prepared  a  paper  on  the  same  subject  for  each 
Lord's  day,  so  as  to  preserve  uniformity,  which  should  be  specially 
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deeigned  for  the  smaller  children,  and  then  with  these  papers  for  the 
several  Classes  and  some  smaller  Catechisms,  Ruch  as  Strasshurger's,  in 
connection  with  the  authorized  Catechisms  of  the  Church,  jour  Synod, 
and  indeed  the  Church,  would  have  a  complete  system  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  young. 

Besides  the  foregoing  the  Board  has  nothing  of  interest  to  report. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  your  Board  would  suggest  to  Synod  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  Lesson  Papers  published  by  the  Eeformed 
Church  Publication  Board  be  commended  to  the  Pastors  and  Sunday- 
schools  under  the  care  of  this  Synod,  and  that  they  be  introduced 
into  our  Sunday-schools  so  far  as  it  may  be  practicable  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  different  pastors. 

Resolvedy  further,  That  Synod  set  apart  an  evening  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  for  the  discussion  of  topics  connected  with  the  Sun- 
day school  cause. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  Santee, 

Gr    S    GrRIFFITH  f 

J.*  A*.  Peters,  '        >  Smulaj^-school  Board. 
F.  M.  McKbehan, 


Rev.  Wm.  K.  Zieber  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Sunday-school 
Board  for  the  term  of  five  years ;  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer  for  three 
years^  the  unexpired  term  of  Rev.  J.  Crawford,  who  has  removed 
beyond  the  limits  of  this  Synod. 


The  Sunday-school  meeting  was   held,   according  to  programme, 
on  Friday  evening,  and  was  one  of  very  oonsiderable  interest. 


A  paper  by  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  on  the  subject :  *'  What  shall 
be  the  topics /or  our  Sunday -school  Lessons?**  was  laid  before  Synod 
and  read.  The  subject  was  discussed  at  oonsiderable  length,  and  the 
document  was  then  referred  to  a  special  committee  for  consideration, 
composed  of  Revs.  J.  O.  Miller,  J.  W.  Santee,  S.  N.  Callender,  W. 
K.  Zieber,  and  Elder  L.  Markell. 

This  Committee,  at  a  subsequent  session  of  the  Synod,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac:: 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  submitted  the  paper  of  Dr.  L.  H. 
Steiner,  read  in  your  hearing,  on  the  subject :  '^  What  shall  be  the 
topics  for  our  Sunday-school  Lessons  V  report, 

That  they  have  carefully  considered  said  paper,  and  find  that  it 
expresses  clearly  a  want  that  is  deeply  felt  throughout  our  entire 
Church,  not  only  by  the  Sunday-school  teachers,  but  by  the  ministry 
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thempclves.  To  teach  the  Holj  Scriptures,  this  inexhaustible  trea- 
sury of  divine  knowledge  successfully,  after  the  manner  of  the  fathers 
we  must  in  our  Sunday-schools,  as  well  as  pulpits,  conform  to  the 
spirit  of  the  lessons  contained  in  the  Church  Year.  And  what  is 
needed,  therefore,  in  our  Sunday-school  work,  is  a  manual  which 
shall  furnish  a  clear  and  intelligible  series  of  topics  on  this  general 
subject,  which  in  the  end  should  have  the  endorsement  of  the  Synod 
as  a  book  suitable  and  proper  to  be  used  in  our  schools. 

We  propose,  therefore,  the  following  action  : 

Resolved^  1.  That  the  Sunday-school  Board  be,  and  hereby  are, 
instructed  either  to  prepare,  or  have  prepared,  a  manual,  giving  a 
concise,  practical  and  popular  account  of  the  general  idea  and  scheme 
of  rhe  Church  Year,  with  specific,  detailed  statements  of  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  separate  days  and  seasons,  and  the  logical  order  ot 
thought  contained  in  them. 

2.  That  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 
and  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  be  respectfully  requested  to  co-operate  in 
this  movement,  embraced  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

3.  That  the  Correspond  in  a;  Secretary  be  directed  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  this  action  to  the  officers  of  these  respective  Synods. 

4.  That  this  paper  of  Dr.  Steiner  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
S'^nday-school  Board  of  this  Synod  for  their  use. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  O,  Miller,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE   XIX. 
CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Organization  to  act  with 
similar  Committees  from  the  District  Synods  of  the  United  States 
and  Pittsburgh,  to  determine  the  Synodical  Boundaries,  presented 
the  following  final  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  in  the  United  States  and 
the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  to  determine  more  definitely  the  boundaries 
of  the  Eastern  District  Synods  (the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  included, 
although  it  did  nut  appoint  a  committee  to  co-operate  with  the  other 
committees),  held  a  joint  meeting  in  the  study  of  Rev.  Dr.  A.  H. 
Kremer  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  May  13th,  1874,  at  which  were  present 
four  members,  viz.,  three  of  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  in  the 
United  States,  and  one  of  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
mac.    At  this  meeting  no  definite  action  was  taken. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  1875,  another  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Lecture  Room  of  the  First  Reformed  Church,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  at 
which  time  only  three  members  of  the  Committees  were  present,  viz., 
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tbe  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  in  the  United  States, 
and  two  of  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potonuic. 

The  following  report  was  agreed  upon,  and  afterwards  adopted  by 
the  two  Committees,  which  we  herewith  lay  before  you  for  your  con- 
side  ration  : 

The  Synod  in  the  United  States  shall  comprise  all  the  territory 
embraced  by  the  New  England  States,  New  Jersey  and  Delaware; 
all  the  territ^iry  of  Pennsylvania  east  of  the  Susquehanna  Iliver,  as 
far  north  as  the  mouth  of  the  Juniata  Iliver,  north  of  the  Juniata 
River  westward  as  far  as  the  Huntingdon  County  line  and  east  of  the 
eastern  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Huntingdon,  Clearfield,  Came- 
ron and  McKean;  all  the  territory  of  the  State  of  New  York  east  of 
the  eastern  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Chemung,  Schuyler,  Seneca 
and  Wayne  to  Lake  Ontario. 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  shall  comprise  all  the  territory  of  Penn- 
sylvania west  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  and  south  of  the  Juniata 
River  westward  as  far  as  the  Huntingdon  County  line,  with  tbe 
Counties  of  Huntingdon,  Blair  and  Bedford  on  the  west;  all  the  ter- 
ritory of  Maryland  east  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  Allegheny  Coifnty ; 
all  the  territory  embraced  by  the  States  of  Virginia,  West  Virginia 
east  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  North 
Carolina,  with  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  California  and  Oregon  as  mis- 
sionary ground. 

We  have  complied  with  the  instructions  of  Synod  as  given  at  the 
last  annual  meeting,  by  transmitting  a  copy  of  this  report  to  the 
Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  which  convened  at  Kittanning,  Pa.,  on  the  14th 
instant. 

The  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  incurred  $6.00  ex- 
penses. Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  H.  Leinbach,  of  the  Synod  in  V.  S.,  Chairman. 

j]  p.'  h!IsSb,  }  ^"'«'»'"««  "/  -S^^'""^  "/  ^o'* 
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On  motion,  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay  the  bill 
of  expenses  incurred  by  the  Committee  of  Synod. 


The  Committee  appointed  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  Synod  to 
confer  on  the  matter  of  union  between  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  and  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  in  conjunction 
with  similar  committees  from  the  other  District  Synods,  presented  the 
following  final  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  this  Synod  at  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  to 
confer,  in  connection  with  similar  committees  appointed  by  the  other 
Synods  of  our  Church  in  this  country,  with  a  Committee  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  America,  on  the  subject  of  a  closer  union  between 
that  Church  and  ours,  would  respectfully  report, 
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That  they  met  agreeahlj  to  appointment  with  the  different  Com- 
mittees in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  Tuesday,  November  17th,  1874,  in 
the  Kace  Street  Church.  The  conference  lasted  for  two  days,  but 
only  reached  the  result,  that  we  were  not  prepared  for  any  closer 
union  at  this  time.  The  full  report  of  said  joint  conference  watf  made 
to  the  G  eneral  Synod  at  Fort  Wayne, .  Indiana,  in  May  last,  and  is 
found  on  pages  25-29  of  its  published  Minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  O.  Miller,  Chairman, 


The  Committee  appointed  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  Synod  to 
aid  in  drafting  a  new  Constitution  presented  the  following*  final  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution,  in  conjunction  with  similar  Com- 
mittees from  the  other  District  Synods,  reported  to  the  General 
Synod  their  views,  and  the  General  Synod,  upon  the  adoption  of  this 
report,  appointed  a  Committee  to  draft  a  Constitution,  taking  into 
view  the  suggestions  of  the  various  C(Anmittees  of  the  District  Sy- 
nods.    Your  Committee,  therefore,  request  to  be  discharged. 

Kespeotfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  HiQBEB,  Chairman, 


The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported,  that  the  several 
Classes  took  favorable  action  on  the  subject  of  harmonizing  the  char- 
ters of  congregations  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States. 


The  Statistical  Tables  appended  to  the  Minutes  of  this  meeting 
will  show  how  far  the  request  of  the  last,  as  well  as  of  the  first, 
annual  meeting  of  Synod,  has  been  heeded  by  the  several  Classes,  to 
have  full  and  complete  statistical  reports. 


The  German  Synod  in  the  East  having  been  organized  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  year,  the  German  Maryland  Classis  forms  a  con- 
stituent part  of  said  Synod,  and  consequently  is  no  longer  an  integral 
part  of  this  Synod,  agreeably  to  the  action  of  Synod  last  year,  dis- 
missing said  Classis. 

The  recommendation  to  the  District  Synod,  as  reported  in  item  33 
of  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  concerning  the  expenses 
of  delegates  to  the  Synods  of  the  Church,  was,  on  motion,  referred  to 
the  General  Synod's  Committee  on  new  Constitution. 
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ARTICLE  XX. 
PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk  in  regard 
to  the  pablication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of 
Sjnod^  and  was  adopted. 

The  undersigned,  as  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod,  would  respectfully 
report : 

That  he  had  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Acts  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Synod  published, 
agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  Synod,  and  distributed  them  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  Synod.  About  four  hundred  copies  were  sent 
to  ministers  of  the  other  Synods  of  the  Church,  at  an  expense  of 
about  nine  dollars  for  postage  and  wrappers. 

The  Minutes  were  published  by  the  Reformed  Church  Publication 
Board  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  ordered,  and  at  a  cost  of  $185.00, 
which  has  been  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerk. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resohedy  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  have  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fifty  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  sessions,  duly 
authenticated,  published,  and  distributed  among  those  entitled  to 
receive  them. 


ARTICLE  XXL 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

REPORT  OP  THE  BOARD  OP  TRUSTEES  OP  SYNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  presented  their  annual  report  to 
Synod,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  no  special  business  has  commanded  their  attention  during  the 
past  year.  Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Charter,  the  term  of 
service  of  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  will  expire  on  the  first  of  January, 
1876,  whose  place  will  have  to  be  provided  for  at  this  meeting  of 
Synod.  Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  N.  CALLENDER, 
E.  R.  ESCHBACH, 
LOUIS  MARKELL. 
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Rev.  J.  0.  Miller  was  elected  a  member  of  tbe  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Synod,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner,  to  serve  from  January 
let,  1876,  to  January  1st,  1881. 


Societf/  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  i^eported,  in  reference  to  tbe 
Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers,  that  the 
several  Classes  took  favorable  action  with  respect  to  this  Society, 
agreeably  to  the  recommendations  of  Synod  last  year,  on  this  subject. 


An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  was  laid  upon  tbe  members  of 
Synod  to  meet  incidental  expenses.  The  Revs.  S.  S.  Miller  and  A.. 
G.  Dole  were  appointed  to  collect  said  assessment. 

This  Committee  subsequently  reported,  as  follows,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  collect  an  assessment  of  twenty-five 
cents  from  each  member  to  compensate  the  sexton  of  the  church,  and 
pay  for  printing  the  tickets,  respectfully  report : 

That  the  Committee  have  called  upon  every  member  of  Synod,  and 
have  received  the  aggregate  amount  of  twenty-two  dollars,  which  has 
been  handed  to  the  Piistor. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  S.  MILLER,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  5,  reported  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  at 
Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  in  which  they  lay  before  the  Synod  a  sUitement  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  that  institution,  and.  appeal  to 
Synod  for  material  aid  and  sympathy.  The  communication  was  read, 
and  the  subject  then  referred  to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  W.  C.  Schaeffer,  D.  N.  Dittmar,  and  Elder  L  Laucks,  to  pre- 
pare a  suitable  minute  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

This  Committee,  at  a  subsequent  session  of  Synod,  presented  their 
report,  which  was  received,  amended,  and  adopted,  as  follows,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  on  the  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf, 
Pa.,  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  preamble  and  resolution 
for  adoption : 

Whereas,  An  earnest  appeal  has  been  made  to  this  Synod  by  tbe 
Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf  in 
behalf  of  said  Home,  in  order  to  give  them  the  needed  funds  to  pro- 
vide a  home  for  the  fatherless ;  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  anew  commends  said  Home  to  the  con- 
fidence of  our  people,  and  that  all  the  congregations  within  the 
bounds  of  this  Synod  be  earnestly  requested  to  take  up  a  collection^ 
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or  send  other  aid,  during  the  year,  for  the  benefit  of  said  Home,  and 
that  the  interests  of  the  Home  be  specially  commended  to  the 
attention  of  our  Sunday-schools. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

W.  0.  SCHAEFFEll",  Chairman. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  8,  reported  a  transcript 
of  certain  action  taken  by  the  Board  of  Publication  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  at  its  regular  lueetinj:  held  on  the  13th 
of  October,  1875,  accompanied  with  a  brief  statement  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Board. 

This  paper  was  read,  and  then  referred  ti  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  Revs.  E.  E.  Higbee,  D.  Gans,  and  Elder  J.  P.  Heed. 

This  Committee  reported  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the 
sessions,  which  was  received,  considered  item  by  item,  and  adopted 
as  follows,  viz. : 

To  the  Revirend  Si/ nod  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  document  referred  to  your  Committee,  from  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Overtures,  has  been  carefully  considered,  and  the 
general  object  aimed  to  be  reached  through  the  request  of  the  Board 
of  Publication  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  viz. :  to  unite  the 
three  District  Syno  is  upon  one  paper, — to  enlarge  the  present  Board 
of  Publication,  and  have  the  members  thereof  elected  by  the  three 
District  Synods  respectively, — and  to  secure  an  editor  in  chief  to  be 
elected  by  the  three  Synods  in  conjunction,  and  also  three  editorial 
aids  selected  one  from  each  Synod, — Your  Committee  most  heartily 
approve;  and  to  facilitate  the  speedy  accomplishment  of  all  this,  re- 
spectfully suggest  the  following  resolutions  to  be  adopted  by  this 
Synod  : 

Resolved,  1st,  That  this  Synod  appoint  at  once  a  Committee  of 
seven,  consisting  of  four  ministers  and  three  elders,  which  Committee 
shall  have  full  power  to  represent  the  Potomac  Synod  in  balloting  for 
an  Editor  in  chief,  whenever  by  the  final  action  of  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States  a  convention  shall  be  called  for  such  end. 

Resolved,  2d,  That  this  Synod  elect  by  ballot,  at  this  present  session 
an  editorial  assistant,  who  >hall  enter  upon  his  duties,  as  soon  as  the 
arrangements,  now  proposed,  are  consummated. 

Resolved,  3d,  That  this  Synod  elect  by  ballot  at  this  present 
session  two  menjbers  of  the  proposed  enlarged  Board  of  Publication, 
who  shall  enter  upon  their  offi  ;e  as  soon  as  the  way  is  opened  by  the 
change  of  the  Charter  of  the  Board  of  Publicat  on,  as  now  consti- 
tuted. 

Resoloed  4th,  That  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  be  and  hereby 
is  respectfully  overtured  upon  notification  of  the  action  of  this  Synod, 
to  inform  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Seven  from  this  Synod 
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of  its  action  io  the  premises,  and  the  time  and  place  of  the  proposed 
convention  of  the  three  Synods  for  the  election  of  an  Editor  in  chief. 
Resolved^  5th,  That  dl  this  action  is  conditional  upon  the  acqui- 
escence of  the  two  other  Synods  in  the  general  plan,  and  without  this 
is  null  and  void. 

Respectfully  Bubmitted. 

E.  E.  HIGBEE,  Chairman. 

A  special  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Revs.  E.  R. 
Eschbach,  J.  0.  Miller,  and  Elder  A.  B.  Wingerd,  to  nomiuate  a 
double  nuiHber  of  names  for  the  Committee  of  Seven  to  elect  the 
Editor  in  Chief,  six  names  for  the  Editorial  Assistant,  and  a  double 
set  of  names  for  members  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Kesolvedy  That  a  majority  vot3  of  the  whole  be  required  to  elect 
the  Committee  of  Seven  to  choose  the  Editor  in  Chief,  to  elect  the 
Editorial  A.88istant,  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

The  special  Committee  on  special  nominations  presented  their  re- 
port, on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions,  which  was 
received,  amended,  and  adopted. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Nominations  made  their  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  hundred  tickets  of 
these  nominations  printed  for  the  u^e  of  Synod,  and  the  election  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  morning's  session. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  election  was  held.  Revs.  Wm.  F.  Col- 
liflowcr,  Wm.  Goodrich,  and  Elders  Wm.  II.  Bange  and  Wm.  J. 
Hensell  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  the 
votes,  and  furnished  the  President  with  the  result.  This  result,  so 
far  as  the  several  Boards  are  concerned,  will  be  found  elsewhere,  in 
connection  with  the  action  of  the  Synod  on  the  Reports  of  those 
Boards. 

The  result  in  regard  to  Editorial  Assistant,  Committee  of  Seven  to 
choose  Editor  in  Chief,  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Publication;  is 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

Editorial  Assistant, 
Rev.  E.  E.  HiGBEB,  D.  D. 

Committee  of  Seven  to  choose  Editor  in  Chief. 

Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  D.  D.,  Elder  Henry  Wirt, 

J.  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  »^     Adam  B.  Wingerd, 
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J.  W.  Santee,  D.  D.,  "     John  P.  Reed. 

S.  N.  Cullender,  D.  D. 
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Members  of  Publication  Board. 


Elder  Adam  B.  Wingerd. 
"     Goldsboro  S.  GriflBth. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolations  for  the  Relief  of  the  Publi- 
licatioD  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  were  offered  on  the  last  day 
of  the  sessions.     They  were  carefully  discussed,  and  then  adopted : 

Whereas,  In  initiating  the  new  order  of  combining  the  three 
Synods  in  the  publication  interests  of  the  Church,  it  is  necessary  in 
order  to  give  to  it  proper  efficiency  and  success,  to  secure  some  ready 
money  as  capital  with  which  to  start ;  and,  whereas,  This  Synod,  at 
its  sessions  at  Hanover,  even  when  not  officially  related  to  the  Board 
of  Publication,  as  now  contemplated,  resolved  to  use  all  proper  exer- 
tion to  aid  in  this  very  important  work,  therefore  be  it — 

Resolvedy  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Synod  be,  and  hereby 
are,  authorized  to  effect  a  loan  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  be  delivered 
to  the  new  Board  as  soon  as  constitated. 

Resolved,  further,  That  this  Synod  put  Rev.  M.  H.  Sangree  as 
agent  into  the  field  of  this  Synod,  upon  terms  which  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  in  their  judgment,  may  approve,  who  shall  collect  funds  and 
pay  over  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Synod  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  loan,  which  said  Board  may  make. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Krueger  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Rev.  T.  L.  Poulson  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  Rev.  F.  Fox  of  Napa,  Cal.,  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt  of 
Stockton,  Cal.,  and  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler  of  Mont  Alto,  Pa.,  addressed 
letters  to  Synod,  requesting  to  be  excused  for  their  non-attendance 
upon  the  present  sessions  of  Synod.  These  were  read,  and  they  were 
severally  excused.  

A  Report  fVom  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  was  received,  as  item 
4  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  and  read,  and  the 
Report  accepted  as  an  explanation.  - 


A  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  was  received  and  read, 
as  item  7  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  and  the  item 
adopted.  

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  on  item  6  of  Report  of  Committee 
on  Overtures,  which  was  a  complete  form  on  which  to  report  the  sta- 
tistics of  pastoral  charges  to  the  Classis,  and  which  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
General  Synod.  

The  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  10,  reported  a  request  in 
behalf  of  the  friends  of  the  Sabbath  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  asking  this 
Synod  to  pass  some  resolutions  against  the  opening  of  the  Centennial 
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grounds  and  buildings  on  the  Sabbath,  during  the  coming  National 
Celebration. 

The  communication  was  read,  and  the  matter  was  thereupon  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  W.  K.  Zieber,  S.  B.  Scha- 
fer,  and  Elder  W.  H.  Bange,  to  prepare  a  suitable  response. 

This  Committee  subsequently  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted,  to  wit: 

The  document  placed  in  our  hands  is  a  ODmmunication  from  a  com- 
mittee appointed  at  a  meeting  of  ministers  and  lajmen,  held  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa;,  requesting  this  Synod  to  take  action  bearing  upon  open- 
ing on  the  Lord's  day  the  Centennial  grounds  and  buildings  during 
the  approaching  National  Exposition. 

We  are  not  aware  of  any  official  action  contemplating  the  opening 
of  said  grounds  and  buildings  on  the  Lord'^  Day.  Nevertheless,  we 
deem  it  proper  for  this  Synod  to  unite  in  all  earnebt  efforts  to  prevent 
the  desecration  of  the  Christian  Sabbath.  Therefore,  we  offer  for 
adoption  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod  the  opening  of  the 
Centennial  grounds  and  buildings  on  the  Lord's  Day  for  any  secular 
purpose  would  be  a  sin  against  God  and  an  offence  to  the  Christian 
people  of  this  land. 

Resolved  further.  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  action  to  the  above-mentioned  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  K.  Zieber,  Chairman, 


The  Oommittco  appointed  at  last  annual  meeeting,  who,  in  con- 
junction with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  Synod  in  the  United 
States,  was  empowered  to  prepare  and  publish  an  edition  of  *'  Hymns 
for  the  Reformed  Church  "  with  music,  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  Committee  was  conti- 
nued, viz. : 

W  Your  Committee  on  Music  for  -Ilymn  Book  met  in  conjunction  with 
the  Committee  of  the  mother  Synod,  and  both  Committees  are  now 
busily  engaged  in  the  work,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  submit  a  report  in 
full  by  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E  E.  HiGBEE,  Chairman. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  accept  the  invitation  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  to  be  present  at  the  Semi- 
centennial Celebration  to  bo  held  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  November 
oth,  A.  D.  1875,  and  that  we  advise  as  many  of  our  members  as  pos- 
sible to  be  present  at  said  celebration  in  the  name  of  this  Synod,  and 
participate  m  those  services  which  commemorate   the  Founding   of 
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that  School  of  the  Prophets,  in  which  we  have  a  coinmon  inheritance, 
and  which  still  commands  our  confidence. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted : 
Whereas,  There  are  great  differences  in  the  various  District  Sy- 
nods in  point  of  number  of  ministers ;  and  whereas,  A  uniform 
method  of  representation  from  the  Classes  composing  the  different 
Synods,  makes  it  impossible  almost  for  some  District  Synods  to  meet 
in  any  other  form  than  in  conv.ntion,  therefore, 

Resolved,  This  Synod  do  hereby  respectfully  request  the  next  Ge- 
neral Synod  to  take  immediate  notion  so  to  change  the  present  law  of 
representation,  that  each  District  Synod  may  have  power  to  fix  its 
method  of  representation  within  itself,  while  a  uniform  method  of 
representation,  so  far  as  the  Geoeral  Synod  is  concerned,  be  maiu- 
tained. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 
RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  to  wit : 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  hereby  expresses  its  hearty  appreciation 
of  the  kindness  of  the  Pastor  and  Congregation  of  Centenary  Kcformed 
Church  of  the  City  of  Winchester,  during  its  present  ^essions,  and 
also  its  gratitude  to  the  other  families  of  Winchester,  whose  generous 
hospitahty  has  rendered  our  stay  so  pleasant  and  comfortable  among 
them. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  hereby  returned  to 
the  pastor  and  members  of  Market  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  the  use  of  their  church  building,  in  which  to  hold  the  religious 
services  of  the  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  pastors  of  the  before-mentioned  congregations 
be  requested  to  read  the  foregoing  resolutions  from  their  respective 
pulpits. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  expressed  to  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio,  Cumberland  Valley,  Pennsylvania  (Frederick  Divi- 
sion), Western  Maryland,  and  Hanover  Branch  Railroad  Companies, 
for  passing  the  members  of  Synod  over  their  respective  roads  at  re- 
duced rates  of  fare. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  com- 
municate this  action  to  the  officers  of  the  different  Railroad  Compa- 
nies just  mentioned. 


The  Synodical  Roll  was  then  called,  and  none  were  found  absent 
without  permission. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
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ARTICLE  XXIIL 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  he  in  Convention 
— to  he  composed  of  all  the  ministers  within  the  hounds  of  Synod^ 
and  one  elder  from  each  pastoral  charge. 

Resolved,  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  annual  sessions  in  Tri- 
nity Reformed  Church  of  York,  York  County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday, 
the  18th  of  October,  A.  D.  1876,  at  7}  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Adjourned  with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  prayer,  the 
dozoloecy,  and  the  Apostolic  Benediction  by  the  President. 

P.  S.  DAVIS,  President, 
Attest,     Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  Copy  from  the  Original  Minutes. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  CUrk. 
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4.  On  Minutei  of  Classes, 

5.  On  Hxaminaiion,  Licensure,  and  Ordination, 
Q,  On  the  State  of  Religion  and  StoHstical  Beports. 

7.  On  MienoM. 

8.  On  linanee. 

9.  On  Nominationt. 
AET.  VL  Communications. 
AET.  VII.  Eeligious  Services. 
AET.  vni.  Minutes  op  Synod. 
AET.  IX.  Overtures. 

AET.  X.  Minutes  of  Classes. 

AET.  XI.  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 

AET.  XII.  State  op  Eeligion  and  Statistical  Eeports. 

AET.  XIII.  Education. 

AET.  XIV.  Missions. 

AET.  XV.  Finance. 

AET.  XVI.  Appeals  and  Eeferences. 

AET.  XVn.  Complaints. 

ART.  XVIII.  Sunday-schools. 

ART.  XIX.  Church  Government. 

ART.  XX.  Publication. 

ART.  XXI.  Miscellaneous. 

ART.  XXn.  Resumption  and  Close. 

ART.  XXIIL  Adjournment. 


FOURTH  ANNXJAIi  MEETING. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Sj/nod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  tn  the  United 
States,  at  its  Annual  Sessions  convened  in  Convention^  in  York,  Pa., 
in  the  month  of  OctoheVy  in  the  year  of  »ur  Lordj  One  Thousand 
Eight  Hundred  and  Seventy-Six.  The  Sessions  commenced  on  the 
evening  of  the  Eighteenth,  and  continued  until  the  evening  of  the 
Twenty-third  day  of  the  month,  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 
OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  SjDod  met  in  Conyention  on  Wednesday  evening,  October 
18th,  A.  D.,  1876,  at  7J  o'clock,  in  Trinity  Reformed  Church  of 
York,  York  County,  Pa.,  pursaant  to  appointment  of  last  Annual 
Meeting,  and  was  opened  with  tho  usual  religious  services.  The 
President  of  the  previous  year,  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  D.  D.,  preached 
the  opening  sermon  from  Luke  xvi.  25 :    ^'  Son,  remember." 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.   FROM  THE   CLASSIS  OF  ZION. 

Ministers. — Jacob  Sechler,  Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  William  K. 
p  Zieber,  D.  D.,  Jacob  D.  Zehring,  Moses  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  Rinehart 
b  R.  Smith,  Oliver  L.  Ashenfelter,  Aaron  Wanner,  Aaron  Spangler, 
Iq  Eeuben  Rauhauser,  William  H.  Herbert,  George  W.  Glesaner, 
^  James  I.  Good,  William  F.  Colliflower,  John  Kretzing,  Daniel  Gring, 
^  Israel  S.  Weisz,  D.  D.,  William  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Francis  S.  Lindeman, 
S  Uriah  H.  Heilman  Frederick  W.  Yandersloot,  and  Andrew  J.  Heller. 
Q  Elders. — Adam  Hamm,  Charles  A.  Shultz,  Jacob  Ditzler,  Jacob 

>  Hartman,  Henry  M.  Cocklin,  Daniel  Hamm,  Emanuel  Crone, 
)  Augustus  Waltman,  Simon  Kell,  Henry  Spangler,  Abraham  Tawney. 
*        Peter  Aulabaugh,  Samuel  R.  Weaver,  Henry  L.  Smith,  Peter  Stam- 

baugh,  Joseph  Rebert^  John  W.  Smithy  John  Hefflefinger,  and  John 

Roth. 


/ 


n.  FROM  THS  CLA88I8  OF   Mjlax^ 

Ministers. — Edmund  E..  Eschbach,  William  Goodrich,  Simon  S. 
Miller,  Abner  R.  Kremer,  Daniel  Gans,  D.  D ,  Orange  E.  Lake, 
David  W.  Kelley,  Joel  T.  Kossiter.  Nebemiah  H.  8kyles,  T.  Frank- 
lin  Hoffmeier,  Henry  Wissler,  J.  Mortimer  Bonder,  and  P.  AUiaon 
Long. 

Elders. — Louis  Markell,  Joeeph  Seibert,  Hon.  William  H.  Knode, 
Joseph  Middlekaufif,  J.  Taylor  M otter,  Jacob  Sellers,  Eura  Williard, 
Jacob  Hinea,  Isaac  Brilhart,  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith.  Joslah  Thomas, 
Philip  Coblentz,  David  S.  Firor,  and  D.  B.  Flegeal,  M.  D. 

III.  FROM  THE  0LAS8IS  OF   MERGERSBURQ. 

Ministers, — William  M.  Deatrick,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Harrison  H.  W. 
Hibshmao,  Albert  G.  Dole,  Jeriah  S.  Shade,  William  D.  Lefevre, 
John  A.  Peters,  Ambrose  0.  G^ary,  Milton  H.  Sangree,  Henry  F. 
Seiple,  David  N.  Dittmar,  David  M.  Whitmore,  William  I.  Stewart, 
John  M.  Schick,  Isaac  M.  Motter,  Elias  D.  Shoemaker,  and  Elnathan 
E.  Higbee,  D.  D. 

Elders, — Herman  Hause,  Samtrel  B.  Snively,  Barton  R.  Camahan, 
Joseph  iFenberg,  Philip  Snyder,  Jacob  Law,  Joseph  H.  Griffith, 
William  Bossert,  James  Smith,  Jacob  B.  Reiser,  Benj.  Franklin 
Divhl,  Jacob  Heyser,  and  Robert  Tussey. 

ly.  FROM   THE  CLAS8IS  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Ministers. — Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Henry 
Talhelm,  John  A.  Hoffheins,  and  John  C.  Bowman. 

Elders. — John  F.  Crawn,  Heniy  J.  Seibert,  John  M.  Nicely,  and 
William  H.  Bargelt. 

y.   FROM  THE  0LA88I8   OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 


yi.   FROM  THE  0LAS8IS  OF  SAN  FRAN0I8C0. 


Note. — A  number  of  members  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  Synod  alter  the 
first  and  second  sessions,  and  hence  their  names  do  not  occur  in  the  order  in 
which  they  would,  had  they  been  present  at  the  formation  of  the  roU  on  the 
morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions.  A  number  of  members  also  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  from  day  to  day.  In  one  instance — from  Zion's'Claasis 
— the  name  of  an  Elder  secwndw  appears  in  the  foregoing  list  of  Elders 
together  with  his  prtmariiM. 


ADYISORT   MEMBERS. 

From  the  Sjt/nod  of  the  United  States. — Reva.  J.  W.  Ncvin,  D.D., 
P.  S,  Dafis,  i).  D  ,  Theodore  Appel,  D.  D.,  F.  K.  Levan,  Prof.  W. 
E.  KrebSy  and  C.  Clever. 

From  the  Pittsburgh  S,ynod, — ^Kevs.  J.  McCoanell  and  J.  F.  TViant. 

From  the  Ohio  Synod. — Revs.  C.  Cort  and  J.  B.  Shontz. 

From  Classis  of  Zion. — Elders  Wm.  A.  Wilt,  Israel  Laucks,  John 
J.  Yandersloot,  Samuel  K.  Myers,  F.  C.  Polack,  John  Scbaeffer, 
Conrad  Weaver^  George  Myers,  and  Charles  Young. 

MINISTERS   OF  OTHER  CHURCHES 

The  presence  of  the  followinci:  ministers  was  announced  from  day 
to  day,  during  the  sessions  of  Synod. 

Revs.  Dr.  Lochman,  P.  Anstadt,  and  Messrs.  Alleman  and  Got- 
wait  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  Rev.  H.  R.  Bender  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 


ARTICLE  m. 

ELECTION  OP  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  D.  Gtins  was  chosen  President. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick  is  Stated  Clerk. 

Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach  was  chosen  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Elder  Louis  Markell  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OP  ORDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order,  as  adopted  at  the  First  Annual  Meeting,  were 
read  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  Synod  then  defined  the  bar  of  the 
house,  as  required  by  the  Rules  of  Order. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing  the 
present  sessions  of  Synod,  viz. : 

TheM^rrning  Sessions  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  11}  o'clock. 

The  Afternoon  S^'ssions  to  open  at  2  and  close  at  4}  o'clock. 
An  evening  session  was  held  on  the  last  day  of  the  session.o. 


ARTICLE  V. 
STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident : 

Religious  Services. — ^Revs.  J.  0.  Miller,  A.  Spangler,  "W.  D.  Lefovre, 
and  Elders  C  A.  Shulrz,  and  J.  Seibert. 


Minutes  of  Synod, — Revs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  S.  S.  Miller,  W.  K. 
Zieber,  and  Elders  S.  B.  Snively,  and  J.  Ditzler. 

Overtures. — Eevs.  J.  A.  Hoffheins^  J.  Sechler,  I.  6.  Brown,  and 
Elders  J.  Sellers  and  H.  Hau^e. 

Minutes  of  Classes. — ^Revs.  J.  T.  B^ssiter,  J.  D.  Zehring^  H.  H. 
W.  Hibsbman.  and  Elders  G-.  S.  Griffith  and  J.  B.  Resser. 

Eramindtion,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. — Revs.  M.  Eieffer,  W. 
Goodrich,  G.  W.  Glesner,  and  Elders  L.  Markell,  and  W.  H  Knode. 

State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. — Revs.  N.  H.  Skjles,  A. 
C.  Geary,  A.  G*.  Bole,  and  Elders  E.  Williard  and  W.  Bossert. 

J/wsion*.— Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  W.  F.  Colliflower,  C.  G.  Fisher, 
and  Elders  P.  Coblentz  and  A.  Tawney. 

Finance. — Revs.  S.  N.  Callender,  A.  Wanner,  0.  E.  Lake,  and 
Elders  J.  T.  Motter  and  H.  M.  Cocklin. 

Nominations. — Revs.  A.  R.  Kremer,  J.  A.  Peters,  J.  S.  Shade, 
and  Elders  J.  Middlekauff  and  J.  F.  Crawn. 


ARTICLE  YL 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minntes  of  the  Classes  of  Mercersburg,  Maryland,  Zion, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  San  Francisco  were  received,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on 
the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read,  and  then  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  purpose  of  being  audited. 

3.  The  Reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  and  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodio  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  three 
District  Synods  of  the  United  States,  the  Potomac,  and  Pittsburgh 
were  received,  severally  read^  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

4.  Eight  other  communications  were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  Yll. 

RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  Re- 
ligious Services : 

1.  All  the  sessions  were  opened  and  closed  with  suitable  religions 
services. 

2.  The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  their  report^ 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  as  follows,  viz.  : 


The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  beg  leave  to  report  the  follow- 
ing appointments  for  religions  services : 

SJERYIOES    IN    CONNECTION   WITH  THE    8TN0D,  IN  TRINITY  CHUBCH. 

Thwr$day  Evening, — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters. 

IVidixy  Evening, — Sjnodioal  Sunday-school  Board's  services  ;  con- 
ducted by  Elder  Q,  S.  Griffith,  member  of  the  Sunday-school  Board. 
Addresses  by  Revs.  Dr.  Eaeffer  and  0.  L.  Ai^henfelter,  on  the  Sun- 
day-school in  its  relation  to  the  family ;  Revs.  Dr.  Gans  and  I.  G. 
Brown,  on  the  Relation  of  our  Sunday-school  work  to  the  Conversion 
of  our  children ;  and  Revs.  A.  Wanner  and  Dr.  Callender,  on  the 
True  Idea  of  a  Sunday-school  Literature. 

Saturday  Evening,--^^TY\Qe8  preparatory  to  the  Holy  Communion. 
Address  by  Rev.  Dr.  Nevin,  and  Liturgical  services  by  Rev,  O.  L. 
Ashenfelter. 

Sunday  Morning, — Celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Sermon  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Gans^  President  of  Synod.  Liturgical  services  by  Revs.  cf. 
A.  Hoffheins,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  W.  M.  Deatrick,  and  Pastor,  Rev.  Dr. 
Miller. 

Sunday  AfUmoon, — Sunday-school  services.  Addresses  by  Revs. 
J.  B.  Shontz,  D.  N.  Dittmar,  J.  F.  Wiant,  and  Dr.  Kieffer. 

Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman. 

Monday  Evening. — Missionary  Meeting.  Services  conducted  by 
Rev.  £.  K.  Eschbach.  Addresses  by  Superintendent  Levan,  Revs.  C. 
Cort,  A.  R.  Kremer,  T.  F.  Hofifmeier,  and  J.  A.  Hoffheins. 

SEKVICEB  IN  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

Zion'g  Reformed  Church. — Saturday  Afternoon.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
A.  "Wanner.     Sunday  Morning.     Sermon  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Glessner. 

Heidelberg  Reformed  Church, — Sunday  Morning.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
H.  H.  W.  Qibshman.  Sunday  Evening.  Sermon  by  Rev.  A.  G. 
Dole. 

St.  PauVs  Lutheran  Church. — Sunday  Morning.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Kieffer.     Sunday  Evening.     Sermon  by  Rev.  Prof.  Krebs. 

ZioWs  LtUheran  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Sermon  by  Rev.  0. 
L.  Ashenfelter.     Sunday  Evening,     Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  T.  Rossiter. 

Union  Lutheran  Church. — Sunday  Morning.  Sermon  by  Rev.  A. 
Wanner.     Sunday  Evening.     Sermon  by  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher. 

Rev.  Dr.  Lochman*8  Lutheran  Church — Sunday  Morning.  Ser- 
mon by  Rev.  J.  S.  Shade.  Sunday  Evening,  Sermon  by  Rev.  W. 
Goodrich. 

Presbyterian  Church. — Sunday  Morning.  Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  A. 
Peters.    %unday  Evening.     Sermon  by  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach. 

Beaver  Street  Methodist  Church. — Sunday  Morning.  Sermon  by 
Rev.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier.  /Sunday  Evening,  Sermon  by  Rev,  N.  H. 
Skylcs. 
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DvJce^  Street  Methodist  Church, — Sunday  Morning,  Sermon  by 
Be?.  J.  B.  ShoDtz.  Sunday  Evening.  Sermon  by  Key.  J.  Kreti- 
ing. 

Baptist  Church, — Sermon  by  Rev.  0.  E.  Lake. 

United  Brethren  Church, — Sermon  by  Rev.  A.  C.  Geary. 

African  Methodist  Church, — Sermon  by  Rev.  P.  A.  Long. 

Dallastoicn  Reformed  Church. — Sermon  by  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deat- 
rich. 

Quickle^s  Reformed  Church. — Sermon  by  Rev.  L  G.  Brown. 

Hoover's  Reformed  Church, — Sermon  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Herbert, 

Hanover  Reformed  Church. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Callender. 

Etnigsvtlle  Chapel, — Sermoos  by  Revs.  W.  I.  Stewart  and  J.  M. 
Sender. 

Salem's  Church. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Schick. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  MiLLVB,  Chairman, 

The  religious  services,  as  appointed  by  the  committee,  were  several- 
ly observed. 


ARTICLE  vnr. 

MINUTES  OP  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  was  dis- 
pensed with,  and  the  printed  Minutes  of  last  annual  meeting  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report  the  items  of 
unfioished  business  claiming  the  attention  of  this  meeting. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  amended,  and 
adopted,  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  Minutes  of  Synod  were  referred,  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  items  of  unfinished  business  claiming  the 
attention  of  the  present  meeting  of  Synod,  viz. : 

Item  1,  page  28.  An  apportionment  upon  the  several  Classes  for 
Home  Missions. 

Jtem  2fpage  28.  The  appointment  of  a  Committee,  of  which  Rev. 
J.  0.  Miller  is  Chairman,  to  prepare  a  paper  expressing  the  high  ap- 
preciation with  which  the  Synod  regards  the  Missionary  labors  of  the 
brethren  laboring  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  send  them  therewith  the 
cordial  meetings,  sympathy,  and  love  of  the  Synod. 

Jtem  3,  page  29.  The  terms  of  office  of  the  following  members  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  expired  on  the  first  instant,  vis. :  ^Revs.  W. 
K.  Zieber  and  E.  R.  Eschbach.  • 

Jtem  4,  page  33.  The  present  Synod  is  to  set  apart  an  evening, 
during  the  present  sessions,  for  the  discussion  of  topics  connected  with 
the  Sunday-school  cause. 
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Item  5,  page  33.  The  '"term  of  office  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  as  a 
member  of  the  Sanday-school  Board,  expires  with  the  present  meeting 
of  Synod. 

Item  6,  pag6  34.  Certain  resolutions  instructinc;  the  Sunday- 
sohool  Board  either  to  prepare,  or  have  prepared,  a  Manual,  giving  a 
concise,  practical,  and  popular  account  of  the  general  scheme  and  idea 
of  the  Church  Year,  &c. 

Item  7,  page  37.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  have  twelve 
hundred  and  fiflty  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  sessions  of 
Synod  published,  and  to  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  re- 
ceive them. 

Item  Sfpage  37.  The  term  of  office  of  William  Heyser  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  will  expire  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1877. 

Item  9,  page  40.  The  election  of  a  committee  of  seven,  of  whom 
Rev.  Dr.  Higbee  b  Chairman,  to  choose  the  Editor-in-Chief  to  edit 
HJie  Messenger. 

Item  10,  page  41.  The  Synod's  Board  of  Trustees  is  authorized  to 
effect  a  loan  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  be  delivered  to  the  new  Board 
of  Publication  as  soon  as  constituted. 

Jtem  11,  page  41.  Rev.  M.  H.  Sangree  is  appointed  the  agent  to 
collect  funds  and  pay  them  over  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  to  meet  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  loan,  which  the  Board  may  make. 

Jtem  12,  page  42.  The  Committee,  which  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  publish,  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  Committee  from  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States,  an  edition  toUh  music  of  *'  Hymns  for  the 
Reformed  Church/'  was  continued,  of  which  Rev.  Dr.  Iligbee  is 
Chairman.  Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  M.  Djsatrick, 
Simon  S.  Miller, 
Jacob  Ditzleb. 

Item  1,  see  Report  of  Treasurer  of  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions; 
action  on  items  2  and  3,  see  Article  XIY.,  Missions ;  on  items  4,  5, 
and  6,  see  Article  XYIII.,  Sunday-schools;  on  item  7,  see  Article 
XX.,  Publictttion  ;  on  items  8, 10  and  11, see  Article  XY.,  Finance; 
and  on  items  9  and  12,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous. 


ARTICLE  IX. 
OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  their  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
documents : 
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Item  1.  A  letter  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  German  Maryland  Class- 
is,  containing  a  resolution  expressive  of  gratitude,  that  Sjnod  released 
said  Classis  from  the  payment  of  $12.00,  assessed  upon  it  for  Contin- 
gent Fund  of  Synod,  two  years  ago. 

Item  2.  Th>B  Keport«>  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board  of  Visi- 
tors of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  together  with  a 
synopsis  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Item  3.  The  Annual  Statement  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Beth- 
any Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  as  presented  hy  the  Presi- 
dent of  said  Board  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution. 

Item  4.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication 
Board,  together  with  the  Annual  Statement  of  tbe  Superintendent  of 
the  same,  and  also  the  new  form  of  Charter  adopted  by  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted.  * 

J.  A.  HOFFHEINS, 

H.  Hause, 
Jacob  Sellebs. 

Item  1  was  adopted.  For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  2,'  see  Arti- 
cle XIII.,  Education ;  on  item  3,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous; 
and  on  item  4,  see  Article  XX.,  Publication. 


ARTICLE  X. 

mNUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  respectfully  offer  the  fol- 
lowing as  their  report,  viz. : 

I.   IRREGULARITIES. 

1.  The  Classis  of  San  Francisco  appointed  Rev.  L.  C.  Edmonds  as 
a  member  of  Standing  Committees  before  his  reception  as  a  member  of 
Classis. 

2.  North  Carolina  Classis  passed  certain  resolutions  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  form  a  hymn-book  of  their  own. 

3.  Virginia  Classis  reports  as  having  received  the  Licentiate  John 
C.  Bowman  from  the  Lancaster  Classis,  Synod  of  the  United  States, 
instead  of  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis. 

II.   REQUESTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  San  Francisco  Classis  requests  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  in 
behalf  of  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  San  Francisco,  to  loan  them 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  relieve  their  church  property,  on 
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the  following  conditions,  vis. :  1st,  That  they  shall  havo  it  without 
interost ;  and  2d,  That  they  shall  he  free  from  refunding  any  of  the 
money  for  a  period  of  five  years  ;  then  and  thereafter  to  pay  annually 
the  sum  of  $100,  until  the  whole  amount  be  paid. 

III.  APPEALS  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

None. 

lY.  SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO  CLASSES. 

Zion's,  Maryland,  Merccrshurg,  and  Virginia  Classis  took  favorable 
action  on  the  following  subjects,  viz. :  Home  Missions,  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, Beneficiary  Education,  Increase  of  the  Circulation  of  The  Mes- 
nenffp'j  Orphans'  Home,  and  Statistical  Reports. 

y.  LICENSED,  ODAINED;  RECEIVED,  AND  DISMISSED. 

1.  Zion*s  Classis  licensed  George  P.  Hartzell  and  dismissed  him  to 
the  West  Susquehanna  Classis;  received  Rev.  John  Kretsing from  the 
East  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  Rev.  Uriah  H.  Heilman  from  the  West 
Susquebanna  Classis  ;  and  dismissed  the  licentiate  George  0.  Hall  to* 
the  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  licensed  Isaac  M.  Motter  and  dismissed  him  to 
the  Mercersburg  Classis ',  received  Rev.  T.  Franklin  Hoffmeier  from 
the  East  Susquehana  Classis,  and  the  licentiate  Charles  II.  Coon  fvom 
the  Philadelphia  Classis ;  dismissed  Rev.  Charles  Cast  and  the  Fourth 
Reformed  (St.  John's)  Church  of  Baltimore  to  tho  German  Maryland 
Classis,  and  Revs.  Frederick  A.  Rupley,  Wm.  Aug.  Gring,  and  Wm. 
C.  Cremer  to  the  Mercersburg  Classis. 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis  licensed  George  F.  Mull  and  William  I. 
Stewart;  ordained  the  licentiates  William  I.  Stewart,  John  M. 
Schick,  and  Isaac  M.  Motter ;  received  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Rupley 
and  the  licentiate  Isaac  M.  Motter  from  the  Maryland  Classis,  the 
licentiate  John  M.  Schick  from  the  Allegheny  Classis,  Rev.  Carl 
Gundlach  from  the  Erie  Classis,  and  the  licentiate  David  W.  Ebbert 
from  the  Philadelphia  Classis ;  and  dismissed  Rot.  Peter  S.  Davis, 
D.D.,  to  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  the  licentiate  John  C.  Bowman  to 
the  Virginia  Classis,  Revs.  Daniel  Y.  Heisler  and  Wm.  C.  Schaeffer 
to  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Rev.  Henry  Hanhart  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Classis,  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Geary  to  the  Maryland  Classis. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  licensed  Anderson  J.  Whitmore;  4'eceived  Rev. 
John  A.  Boffheins  from  the  Allegheny  Classis,  and  the  licentiate 
John  C.  Bowman  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis;  ordained  the  licen- 
tiates John  C.  Bowman  and  Anderson  J.  Whitmore ;  and  dismissed 
Rev.  William  C.  B.  Shulenberger  to  the  Westmoreland  Classis. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis:  No  change. 

6.  San  Francisco  Classis  received  Rev.  Lewis  C.  Edmonds  from  the. 
West  Susquehanna  Classis. 
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YI.   PLACE  AND    TIME  OF    THS     NEXT    ANNUAL    MEETINGS   OF  THE 

CLASSES. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  will  meet  in  Gettysburg,  Adams  Conntj,  Pa.,  on 
Friday,  May  2oth,  1877,  at  7J  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller, 
D.  D.,  President^  and  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  Clerk. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  will  meet  in  Emmittsbur^,  Frederick  Goonty. 
Md.,  on  Thursday,  May  3d,  1877,  at  7i  o'clock,  F.  M.  Rev.  M.  L. 
Sbuford,  President,  and  Rev.  Simon  S.  Miller,  Stated  Clerk, 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis  will  meet  at  Marklesbnrg,  Huntingdon 
County,  Pa.,  on  Wedoesday,  May  23d,  1877,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Rev.  A.  G.  Dole,  President,  and  Re?.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  CUrk^ 

4.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  at  Lovettsvillo,  Loudon  County,  Va., 
on  Thursday,  May  17th,  1877,  at  7J  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  C.  G. 
Fisher,  President^  and  Rev.  Henry  St.  John  Rinker,  Stated  Clerk, 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  Newton,  Catawba  County, 
N.  C,  on  Thursday,  May  24th,  1877,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  Rev. 
J.  A.  Foil,  President,  and  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  D.  D.,   Stated  Clerk. 

6.  San  Francisco  Clasi^is  will  meet  in  Stockton,  California,  on  Fri- 
day, June  Ist,  1877,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  J.  H.  Krueger,  Presi- 
dent, and  Rev.  F.  Fox,  Stated  Clerk, 


Respectfully  pubmit*ed. 


J.  T.  ROSSITER, 

H.  H.  W.  HiBSHMAN, 

J.  D.  Zehrino,  V  Committee. 

G.  S.  Griffith, 
J.  B.  Resser, 
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The  items  were  severally  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  item  2 
under  Irregularities,  for  Synod's  action  on  which  see  Article  XIX., 
Church  Government;  and  item  under  Requests  and  Recommendations, 
for  the  action  on  which  see  Article  XIV.,  Missions, 


ARTICLE  XI. 
EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE,  AND  ORDINATION, 

The  Comn)ittee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  oiFered 
the  followiog  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz.  : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  report,  that  no  applicaots  for  licensure  have  been 
referred  to  them  ;  consequently,  the  Committee  had  nothing  to  do. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  KiEFFER,  Chairman. 
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AKTICLB  Xir. 

STATE  OP  KBLIGION  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORTS. 

The  ComiDittee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows,  vis. : 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren: — It  is  very  meet,  right,  and  our 
bounden  daty  that  we  should  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  give 
thanks  nnto  Thee,  Lord  God  Almighty,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 

The  reports  on  the  State  of  Religion,  from  the  several  Classes  com- 
posing this  Synod,  come  to  us,  expressing:,  first  of  all,  hearty  thanks 
to  God  for  health  and  strength  vouchsafed  to  His  servants  during  the 
year,  and  state  that  the  work  of  the  pastors,  within  our  bounds,  has 
been  permitted  to  go  forward  without  serious  interruption,  for  which 
it  is  meet  and  right  to  praise  the  Lord. 

A  marked  and  pleasing  feature  of  these  Classical  Reports,  is  the 
unanimity  in  whioh  they  express  themselves,  as  to  the  growing  appre- 
ciation, on  the  part  of  the  members  of  our  Communion,  of  the  Church 
and  all  her  means  of  grace,  as  a  divine  institution. 

It  certainly  indicates  progress  in  the  right  direction,  when  the  mem- 
bers give  evidence  of  the  fact,  that  they  more  and  more  clearly  realize 
that  the  Church,  which  is  the  mother  of  us  all,  is  not  the  project  of 
man,  and  thus  of  the  world,  but  she  is  that  divine  economy  of  grace, 
which  comes  to  us  from  the  heavenly  world. 

Our  Divine  Lord  and  Master  gathers  the  fallen  world  into  the 
Church,  which  is  Uis  mystical  body,  and  by  and  through  her  divinely 
appointed  means  breathes  into  all  His  owo  glorious  and  undying  life. 

Our  Christian  life  properly  begins  when  our  relation  to  the  old 
Adaai  is  broken  off,  and  we  are  livingly  joined  to  the  new  Adam; 
when  we  are  taken  out  of  the  dark  world  of  sin,  and  are  transplanted 
into  the  kingdom  of  light,  which  is  the  kingdom  of  God's  own  dear 
Son. 

This  is  the  first  step  toward  our  salvation,  and  which  we  may  appro- 
priately call  the^planting  season.  In  the  natural  world  we  sow,  we 
reap,  we  gather  into  baros.  We  must  sow  before  we  can  reap.  So  it  is 
in  the  spiritual  world  or  kingdom  of  grace.  There  is  a  planting  season, 
a  nurturing  and  growing  season,  and  an  ingathering  season.  The 
planting  takes  place  in  our  infancy,  at  the  Baptismal  Font.  We  are 
said  to  bo  baptized  into  Christ.  As  the  seed  must  be  buried  in  the  soil, 
before  it  can  sprout  and  grow,  so  we  must  be  buried  with  Christ  in 
baptism.  This  being  the  fact,  it  is  encouraging  to  learn  from  the 
several  Classical  Reports  that  the  parents  within  our  Communion  are 
coming  to  a  clearer  consciousness,  in  regard  to  this  cardinal  truth,  and 
hence  come  promptly  with  their  tender  offspring  and  dedicate  them  to 
the  service  of  the  Triune  God.  During  the  Synodical  year  just  closed, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  have  been  brought  into  the 
Church — planted  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  dedicated  to  the  ser- 
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vice  and  work  of  tbe'great  Master.  We  recognize  (hem  as  members 
of  the  Oharch — Iambs  of  Christ's  flock — no  longer  belonging  to  the 
kingdom  of  this  world,  but  to  the  kingdom  of  Christy  and  therefore 
the  special  objects  of  His  love  and  favor. 

After  the  planting  comes  the  nurutring  and  training  ieaaan.  When 
the  corn  which  the  farmer  planted  in  the  ground  is  up,  he  most 
then  industriously  use  the  plough  and  harrow  to  kill  the  weeds,  which 
are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  or  tftiej  will  grow  up  and  destroy  the  pros- 
pects for  a  harvest.  So  in  the  spiritual  world,  the  little  ones,  planted 
in  the  vfbeyard  of  the  Lord,  must  be  nurtured  and  properly  trained. 
Much  depends  upon  the  faithfulness  with  which  the  Church  dis- 
charges her  duty  to  the  lambs  of  the  flock.  The  Church  has  to  do, 
not  only  with  adult  life,  but  also  with  child  life.  We  do  not,  we  daro 
not,  ignore  the  infant  membership  of  the  Church, 

And  we  are  glad  to  report  that,  within  our  Communion,  increased 
care  and  attention  is  being  manifested  in  the  moral  and  religious 
training  of  the  young.  This  is  seen,  first,  in  the  regular  and  faithful 
catechizing  of  the  children  of  the  Church  by  the  pastors.  This  cus- 
tom of  sending  the  Iambs  of  Christ's  flock  to  the  minister  at  the  proper 
age,  to  be  instructed  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  our  holy  religion, 
is  not  new,  but  old ;  it  comes  down  to  us  hoary  with  age.  It  is  old, 
true^  and  tried.  Our  people  show  that  they  have  full  faith  in  this 
time-honored  and  well-tried  custom. 

To  be  sure,  it  is  not  so  quick  in  its  work,  as  some  of  the  modem 
schemes  and  appliances.  It  is  nut  accomplished  in  a  day,  nor  a  week; 
but  if  it  is  slow  in  its  working,  it  is  sure  in  its  results.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  learn  that  the  catechetical  instruction  has  received  more  than 
usual  attention  during  the  past  year.  And  as  the  result  we  have  a 
large  increase  in  the  confirmed  membership.  As  compared  with  the 
confirmations  of  last  year,  there  is  an  excess  of  four  hundred  and 
three.  Another  evidence  that  the  educational  system  is  gaining  in 
strength  among  our  people,  is  the  increased  attention  given  to  the 
Sunday-school  cause.  There  was  a  time  when  this  good  work  received 
little  or  no  attention  in  our  annual  Synodical  and  Classical  meetings; 
but  now  this  important  auxiliary  of  the  Church  comes  in  for  a  good 
share  of  the  time  and  attention  of  our  meetings.  The  earnest  discus- 
sions, had  in  our  annual  sessions,  on  the  various  topics  relating  to  the 
Sunday-school  work,  show  that  we  are  coming  to  a  consciousness  of 
our  duty  in  this  direction.  This  is  a  favorable  sign  of  a  true  and  gro«r. 
ing  prosperity.  We  have  now  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  207 
Sunday-schools,  and  13,680  scholars.  A  number  of  these  schools  are 
— as  in  fact  all  should  be — under  the  care  and  supervision  of  the  con- 
sistories of  the  congregations.  The  result  of  the  educational  policy  of 
our  Church  is  the  admission  to  full  membership  in  the  Church  of  per- 
sons who  are  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  Apostolic  faith — of  persons 
who  are  settled  and  established — not  to  be  turned  from  their  proper 
moorings  by  every  passing  wind  and  wave  of  popular  movements. 

It  is  refreshing  to  hear  these  Classical  reports  speak  in  this  wise  : 
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**  The  Holy  CommanioD  has  perhaps  never  been  more  highly  appre* 
ciated,  or  more  largely  attended  within  our  bounds,  than  it  was  during 
the  past  year."  It  is  no  uncertain  sign,  when  our  people  manifest  a 
growing  appreciation  of  this  most  central  service  of  our  whole  Chris- 
tian worship.  As  a  result  we  may  look  for  growth  in  spiritual 
strength — in  faith,  hope,  love,  and  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit.  In 
this  central  service  we  have  communicated  unto  us  the  crucified  Body 
and  shed  Blood  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  true  meat  and  drink 
of  our  souls.  "  He  that  eateth  Me,  even  He  shall  live  by  Me."  Cor- 
responding to  this  growth  of  the  inner  life,  we  may,  reasonably,  look 
for  increased  faithfulness  and  zeal  in  general  Church  work,  in  the  sup- 
port of  our  institutions  of  learning,  and  in  enlarged  contributions  for 
the  cause  of  missions  and  all  the  various  benevolent  objects  of  our 
Church.  There  is,  indeed,  much  room  for  improvement  among  our 
people  in  the  way  of  devising  liberal  things  for  the  Lord.  The  amount 
contributed  annually  for  benevolent  purposes  is  certainly  not  commen- 
surate with  our  numbers  and  ability. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  people  will  soon  realize  the  importance  of 
consecrating  unto  the  Lord,  not  only  their  bodies  and  souls,  but  also  a 
du€  portian  of  iheiT  po8S€S8ioii8.  Following  the  nurturing  and  train- 
ing season,  which  continues  through  the  whole  period  of  Christian  life 
and  Christian  activity,  and  as  the  crowning  work  of  the  whole,  we 
liave  the  inaaihering  season.  After  the  planting  and  maturing  in  the 
natural  world,  comes  the  reaping  and  gathering  into  barns.  Bo  in  the 
spiritual  world,  after  the  season  of  earnest  toiling  and  severe  conflict, 
comes  the  season  of  quiet  and  repose,  when  all  labor  is  at  an  end,  and 
the  good  Master  says,  <*It  is  enough;  come  up  higher." 

According  to  the  statistical  table,  under  the  column  of  deaths,  665 
liave  departed  this  life — 665  have  been  gathered  into  the  garner  of 
eternal  rest.  The  messenger  sent  to  do  this  work  comes  alike  to 
joang  and  old — to  pastors,  elders,  deacons,  and  people.  But  our  faith 
is,  that  we  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  the  life  of  the 
world  to  come. 

Three  from  the  ranks  of  the  ministry,  belonging  to  this  Synod,  de- 
parted this  life  during  the  past  year. 

Rev.  Heni;^  Heckerman,  of  Bedford,  Pa.,  fell  peacefully  asleep  in 
Jesus,  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  18^76.  He  served  his  Church  long 
and  well.  His  labors  in  the  ministry  did  not  cease  until  he  had  borne 
the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day. 

Rev.  Daniel  Ziegler,  D.  D.,  departed  this  life  on  the  23d  day  of 
May,  1876.  This  aged  and  much  respected  father  labored  success- 
fully for  almost  half  a  century  in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  He  has 
gone  to  his  reward. 

Rev.  Stephen  K.  Kremer,  died  on  the  16th  day  of  August,  1876. 
He  fell  at  his  post,  in  the  morning  of  life,  much  beloved  by  his  peo- 
ple, and  in  the  midst  of  increasing  usefulness. 

These  brethren  were  greatly  esteemed  and  highly  respected  for 
their  piety,  their  talents,  their   earnest  zeal  and  efficient  work  in  the 
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ministry.    They  now  refit  from  tbeir  labors,  and  their  works  Jo  follow 
them. 

**  So  Jesas  slept ;  Crod's  dying  Son' 
PasBCKi  through  the  grave, and hlea^d  the  bed" 

Olory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost :  as 
it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall  be^  world  without  end* 
Amen. 

Respeotfully  submitted. 

N.  H.  Sktlss,  Chairman. 
(For  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix.) 


ARTICLE  XIII. 
EDUCATION. 

BEPOBT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  made  its  annual  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac : — 

The  Board  of  Education,  elected  by  the  Synod  of  Winchester, 
October  25th,  1875,  organized  the  same  day,  by  electing  Rev.  P.  S. 
Davis,  President ;  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee,  Secretary  ;  and  Rev.  Wm.  M. 
Deatrick,  Treasurer, 

Rev.  Dr.  Davis  having  been  called  by  the  united  action  of  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States,  Pittbburgh,  and  the  Potomac,  to  the 
Editorship-in-Chief  of  The  Messenger  shortly  aflber  the  last  annual 
meeting,  and  having  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Synod,  the 
duty  of  preparing  this  Report  was,  upon  consultation,  entrusted  to  the* 
Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  unfortunately  failed  to  hold  a  meeting  at  Mercersburg, 
Pa.,  at  the  close  of  the  Post  Graduate  year  in  Mercersburg  College, 
May  16th,  1876,  for  the  lack  of  a  quorum.  This  is  to  be  regretted. 
The  meeting  was  duly  called,  several  weeks  before  that  \ime,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board,  through  the  medium  of  The  Messenger}  but 
when  the  time  came,  only  two  members  were  to  be  found  in  the  town 
of  Mercersburg.  Consequently  the  instructions  of  the  Synod  to  the 
Board  to  attend  the  examinations  of  the  students  receiving  Theologi- 
cal instruction  at  Mercersburg  College  has  not  been  obeyed,  for  the 
past  Synodioal  year,  as  designed  by  the  Sjnod,  except  in  so  far  as  one 
member  of  the  Board  was  present  at  said  examinations.  This  failure 
of  duty,  owing  to  peculiar  circumstances,  is  regretted  by  your  Board. 
It  is  believed ,  however,  that  a  like  occurrence,  in  the  future,  can  be 
easily  avoided,  by  the  Board  appointing  an  Executive  Committee, 
composed  of  those  members  of  the  Board  who  reside  at  or  most  oon- 
venient  to  Mercersburg,  who  shall  not  only  discharge  the  du^  en- 
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joiDed  by  tbe  Synod  to  attend  the  examinations  of  snob  students  as 
may  reoeive  theological  instrnction  at  Mercersbarg  College,  bnt  like- 
wise tbe  public  examinations  also  of  all  the  BeDeficiary  Students  under 
tbe  care  of  tbe  Board,  who  receive  literary  and  moral  training  at  said 
Oolle^ ;  and,  in  this  manner,  bring  the  beneficiaries  into  closer  rela- 
tionship with  the  Synod,  and  extend  over  them  our  sheltering  segis. 

Mercersburg  Classis,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  formally  placed  all 
its  beneficiary  students  under  the  direction  and  care  of  the  Synod's 
Board  of  Education. 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  has  had  under  its  immediate  care 
tbe  following  bcDeficiaries,  to  whom  appropriations  have  been  made  by 
tbe  respective  Classes  to  which  they  beloDg,  viz. : 

Mercerihurg  Classis :  William  I.  Stewart,  Anderson  J.  Whitmore, 
Henry  S.  Garner,  Isaac  N.  Peightel,  Samuel  C.  Long,  W.  Wilber- 
force  Deatrick,  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg,  Albert  A.  Blacky  Daniel  H. 
Leader,  George  B.  Resser,  and  Jonathan  W.  Miller. 

Maryland  Ctassis :  Marion  L.  Firor,  and  Louis  F.  Zinkhan. 

Virginia  Classis :  George  A.  Whitmore  and  Samuel  L.  Whitmore. 

Besides  those  whose  names  have  just  been  mentioned,  as  receiving 
beneficiary  assistance,  tbe  following  students  have  been  pursuing  their 
theological  studies  under  the  care  and  direction  of  tbe  several  Classes, 
comprising  the  Synod:  George  M.  2iacharias,  George  P.  Hartze?l, 
and  Henry  E.  Cook,  at  Lancaster,  Pa. ;  and  George  F.  Mull,  Isaac  M. 
Motter,  and  John  North,  at  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

■'  Zion's  and  North  Carolina  Classes  have  neither  operated  through 
your  Board,  nor  reported  to  it,  and  hence  we  cannot  state  what 
amount  of  funds  has  been  contributed  by  them  for  this  worthy  cause, 
or  what  number  of  beneficiary  students  they  may  support. 

Messrs.  G.  F.  Mull,  W.  I.  Stewart,  I.  M.  Motter,  J.  M.  Schick 
and  A.  J.  Whitmore,  having  completed  the  f\ill  three  years'  Course 
of  theological  instruction  in  tbe  Post-Graduate  Department  of  Mer- 
cersburg College,  were  severally  licensed,  last  May,  to  preach  tbe 
Gospel :  Messrs.  Mull  and  Stewart  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  Mr. 
Motter  by  the  Maryland  Classis,  Mr.  Whitmore  by  tbe  Virginia 
Classis,  and  Mr.  Schick  by  the  Allegheny  Classis.  All  these  young 
brethren,  exoeptiDg  Mr.  Mull  who  is  in  Germany  engaged  in  still 
further  prosecuting  his  studies,  have  been  ordained  to  tbe  Gospel 
Ministry,  and  are  actively  engaged  in  the  pastoral  work  within  tbe 
bounds  of  this  Synod. 

At  tbie  present  time,  G.  M.  Zacharias,  L.  F.  Zinkhan,  H.  S. 
Garner,  and  H.  £.  Cook  are  pursuing  their  theological  studies  in 
connection  with  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Messrs. 
B.  R.  Camahan,  J..  North,  S.  T.  Wagner,  I.  N.  Peightel,  G.  A. 
Whitmore,  S.  C.  Long,  W.  W.  Deatrick,  8  H.  Eisenberg,  M.  L. 
Firor,  and  D.  H.  Leader  are  now  receiving  theological  instruction  in 
the  Post-Graduate  Course,  connected  with  Mercersburg  College, 
agreeably  to  the  action  of  the  Synod  at  Chambersburg. 

Tbe  Treasurer  acknowledges  tbe  receipt  of  tbe  following  sum8| 
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during  tlie  past  Synodical  year,  which  have  heen  duly  paid  to  the 
beneficiaries  entitled  to  receive  aid,  the  vouchers  for  which  he  holds, 
leaving  a  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of  $15.03. 

The  different  pastoral  charges  are  herein  credited  with  the  amounts 
contributed  for  Beneficiarv  Education,  the  aggregate  paid  by  each 
separate  charge,  during  the  year,  being  given,  omitting  items  and 
dates  of  payments,  viz. : 

Mercersburg  Classis. 

Bedford        Charge $125.00 

Waterstreet      "      120.59 

Chambersburg "      115.00 

Mercersburg     "      110.00 

Greencastle      *'      90.00 

Everett             "      75.00 

Altoona            "      , 75.00 

St  Clairsville  '*      71.90 

Greenfield        **      71.84 

Mont  Alto        "      64.46 

Friend's  Cove  "      61.95 

College  Church 40.00 

Woodcock  Valley  Charge 35.70 

Woodbury                "      27.55 

London  &  St.  Thomas  Charge 22.60 

Martinsbun;        Charge 20.25 

Grindstonehill         "      15  00 

St.  John's  Church  of  Chambersburg 10.00 

McConnellsbur^  Charge 8.40 

Orbisonia  Mission 8.00 

Middleburg  Church 5.48 

Sulphur  Springs  Charge 2.15 

Amount. $1,175.87 

Maryland  Clatris, 

Evangelical  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick $85.80 

BoonsDoro  Charge 80.00 

Third  Reformed  Church  of  Baltimore 27.23 

Cavetown  Charge 22.40 

First  Reformed  Church  of  Baltimore 22.00 

Westminster  Charge 22.00 

Glade  Charge 22.00 

Emmettsburg  Charge 20.00 

Jefferson             "      18.00 

Manchester         "      15.00 

Clear  Spring       "      13.75 

Hagerstown        *'      13.00 

Burkittaville        «'      12.00 

Mount  Pleasant"      11.50 

Mount  Moriah     '*      10.00 

St.  Stephen's  Church 3.20 

Amount $S47.88 
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Virginia  Ckutit, 

Cash  per  Treagurer $342.23. 

Recapitulation. 

liercciBburg  ClaasiB $1175.87 

Maryland  '*      347.88 

Virginia  "      342.23 

Mrs.  M.  R  S.  Hood,  Frederick,  Md 200.00 

Total $2065.98 

We  certify  that  we  have  audited  the  account  of  Rev.  Wm.  M. 
Peatrick,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potonoiac,  by  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  correct,  showing  a  balance 
due  him  at  this  time  of  $15.03.  J.  Hassleb, 

M.  H.  Banqree. 
JHercerslmrg,  Pa.,  October  17, 1876. 

The  Board  gratefully  acknowledges  the  liberal  and  generous  dona- 
tion, '*  for  needy  students  at  Mercersburg  College/'  of  Two  Hundred 
Dollars,  by  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  S.  Hood,  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Keformed  Church  of  Frederick  City,  Md.  May  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church  graciously  reward  her  for  her  yery  opportune  gift,  and 
raise  up  many  to  imitate  her  worthy  example,  who  may  devise  liberal 
things  for  Christian  Education  within  our  Sy nodical  jurisdiction. 

It  will  be  necessary,  during  the  present  sessions  of  Synod,  to  elect 
a  member  of  the  Board  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Rev.  Dr.  Davis. 
The  Board  suggests  the  election  of  a  person  resident  in  Mercersburg. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

The  Board  or  Eduoation. 

Appendix. 

On  motion,  the  following  paper  was  permitted  to  be  appended  to 
the  foregoing  Report,  viz. : 

The  Officers  of  the  Classes  of  Zion  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing statement  before  Synod  in  reference  to  its  educational  work. 
Two  beneficiaries  Were  under  its  oare,  during  the  first  half  of  the 
Synodical  year,  now  ending ;  the  one  in  Mercersburg  College,  and  the 
other  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Mr.  Horatio  G.  Comfort,  who  was  in  Mercersburg  College,  was 
oompelled  to  abandon  his  studies  in  May  last,  for  reasons  over  which 
be  had  no  control.  It  b  his  intention,  however,  to  resume  his  stu- 
dies again  as  soon  as  the  causes  are  removed,  which  compelled  him 
to  abandon  them. 

Mr.  George  P.  Hartzell  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  of  Classis,  and  is  now  in  the  active  duties  of  his 
calling. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  Classis^  held  in  this  Chapel  yesterday, 
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Mr,  H.  A,  Trosile  was  taken  under  the  oare  of  this  Glassis  as  a  Bene- 
fioiary  Stadent|  pro^idin;];  he  can  comply  with  the  rules  of  GlasaiB  in 
regard  to  the  execution  of  the  Bond. 

During  the  year  the  Claisis  raised  for  the  work  of  Education  the 
sum  of  Four  Hundred  Dollars. 

Eespectfully  aubmitted. 

J.  0.  Miller,  Prendmt^ 

TV .  R.  H.  Deatbioh,  Suued  Clerk. 


At  the  election  for  members  of  tho  different  Boards,  held  during 
Saturday  Afternoon's  Session,  Eev.  I.  Ot.  Brown 'of  Meroersburg  was 
duly  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  two  yean,— 
the  unexpired  term  of  Rev.  Dr.  Davis. 


The  reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board  of  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  together  with  a  synopsis  of 
the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  Seminary,  as  reported  under  item 
2  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  was  referred  to  a 
special  Committee,  consistinj^  of  Revs.  S.  N.  Callonder,  A.  Wanneri 
and  Elder  L.  Markell.  This  Committee  subsequently  reported  as 
follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

Tour  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Reports  from  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  beg  leave  to  report. 

Your  Committee  find  the  documents  placed  in  their  hands  to  con- 
sist of  abstracts  of  the  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the 
Board  of  Visitors  together  with  a  synopsis  of  the  Report  of  the  Treasu- 
rer of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster.  The  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  sets  forth  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
current  year  as  follows,  to  wit 

Receipts $4166.20 

Expenditures 5508.70 

leaving  a  deficiency  of  $1342.40,  to  cover  which  collectable  interest 
to  the  amount  of  about  $1350.00  fell  due  the  1st  of  October. 
The  general  finances  of  the  Institution  are  as  follows : 

Endowment  Fund $64,277.42 

Building           "       11,480.40 

Pittsburgh  Synod  Professorship  Fund 1,501.59 

Library  Fund 1,862.50 

Smaltz       " 5,000.00 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  sets  forth  that  there  were  in 
attendance  upon  the  Seminary,  during  the  past  year,  thirty-two  stu- 
dents— 11  in  the  Junior  Class,  10  in  the  Middle  Class,  and  11  in  the 
Senior  Class.  The  Senior  Class,  having  completed  their  studies  and 
sustained  a  satisfactory  examination,  were  dismissed  with  the  usual 
recommendation  for  licensure. 
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The  year  was  one  of  peace  and  prosperity  in  the  Seminary,  and  of 
enconn^ng  diligence  and  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  the  students. 
The  Professors,  rendering  full  satisfaction  to  the  church  in  their  faith- 
fnl  lahors,  contrihute  thus  most  efficiently  to  the  meeting  of  the  press- 
ing want  for  a  continuous  increase  to  the  ranks  of  the  ministry. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  refers  to  the  attention  of  the  several  Synods, 
the  question  which  has  been  raised  in  different  quarters,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  having  the  several  Professors  in  the  Seminary  hold  their 
ecclesiastical  connection  with  the  different  Synods  represented  in  the 
Board  of  Visitors,  instead  of  all  belonging  to  the  same  Classis  and 
Synod,  as  they  now  do. 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  inasmuch  as  all  precedent 
legislation  touching  this  general  question  is  adverse  to  such  an  ar- 
rangement^ and  inasmuch  further  as  a  disturbance  of  this  precedent 
would  open  the  door  to  great  irregularity,  and  impair  the  jurisdictions 
of  the  several  Classes  and  Synods,  it  would  be  best  for  them  to  re- 
main in  connection  with  the  Classis  and  Synod  within  the  bounds  of 
which  their  office  places  them. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  N.  Callendxb,  1 

A.  Wanner,  v  Committee. 

Louis  Marksll,  J 


AETICLB  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  and  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions,  were  laid 
before  Synod  and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions.   These  reports  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

I.  BXPOBT  OF  THE  SUPSBINTENDENT  07  HOME  MISSIONS. 

Ta  the  Sjynod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U,  S.,  The  Pittsburgh 

^fnod^  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren: — The  articles  of  agreement 
between  the  three  Synods,  combining  to  form  ''an  organic  union  in 
the  work  of  Missions,"  say : ''  The  Superintendent  shall  present  an  annu- 
al report  to  each  of  the  District  Synods.''  In  accordance  with  this  pro- 
vision I  herewith  offer  my  official  Report  for  the  Synodioal  year  end- 
ing October  1st,  1876.  And  in  the  first  place  let  me  call  your  attention 
to  our  different  missions  and  their  respective  condition. 
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SYNOD  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  the  Board  has  had' seventeen  mis- 
sioDS  under  its  care  during  the  year. 

Catasauqua,  Fa. — Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin,  pastor.  East  Pennsylvania 
Classis  has  assumed  to  pay  the  one-half  of  the  debt  rest- 
ing on  the  property  of  this  mission,  which  is  a  step  for- 
ward in  its  interest.  It  is  steadily  growing  in  member- 
ship. Yet  it  is  felt  by  both  the  pastor  and  the  Classis, 
as  well  as  by  myself,  that  coDuection  with  some  other 
congregation  must  be  made,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  become 
self-supporting  at  an  early  day.  It  is  hoped  this  may  be 
done.  App.  $700,  till  July  1st,  shice  then  9600.  Ger- 
man and  English. 

AUentatonj  Fa. — Salem,  Eev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  pastor.  This  Mission 
has  been  very  vigorously  pushed  forward  by  its  original 
projectors.  During  the  year  the  present  pastor  was  in- 
duced to  take  charge  of  it,  and  that  fact  at  once  insured 
its  success.  The  membership  has  grown  rapidly ;  a  large 
now  church  is  almost  completed ;  and  a  wide  door  is  open 
for  f\iture  usefulness  in  the  Christian  work.  From  the 
first,  the  congregation  became  self-supporting.  It  de- 
serves praise  ^r  the  noble,  self-reliant  stand  it  has  taken. 
German  and  English. 

AUentwm^Fa. —  Christ  Churchy  Rev.  J.  Fritzinger,  pastor.  Organ- 
ized last  July.  Began  with  fifty-seven  confirmed  members, 
and  a  large  Sunday-school.  Its  location  in  East  Allen- 
town,  is  in  the  midst  of  a  large  population,  not  near  any 
of  our  other  churches.  So  far,  its  progress  and  prospects 
have  been  very  encouraging.  Appropriadon  from  July 
Ist,  $300.     German. 

Easton,  Fa, — Grace,  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  pastor.  This  has  been 
quite  a  flourishing  mission  from  the  beginning.  It  was 
pushed  forward  for  about  one  year  by  the  pastors  in  the 
place,  and  myself.  Last  June,  the  present  pastor  was  set- 
tled there,  lie  reports  favorably.  The  people  are  liberal 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  a  membership  of  forty, 
paying  a  salary  of  $600.  Appropriation  $200.  English 
and  German. 

Reading^  Fa. — St.  John's,  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  pastor.  Growing 
rapidly  in  numbers  and  influence.  The  congregation  is 
building  a  large  church  and  parsonage.  Appropriation 
old,  $400 ;  new,  8300.     German  and  Eoglish. 

Reading,  Fa. — Christ  Church,  Vacant  since  last  November.  Its 
future  uncertain.     German. 
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Shenandoah  Cfify,  JVi. — Rev.  E.  D.  Miller,  pastor.  Doing  well, 
thoagb  affected  by  the  difficulties  peculiar  to  the  coal 
regions.  Scarcity  of  funds  has  retarded  the  completion 
of  the  new  church.  The  pastor  is  in  good  hopes,  how- 
ever.   Appropriation  $200.     German  and  English. 

Pkiladefphiay  Pa. — St.  John's,  Rev.  J.  G.  Noss,  pastor.  Has  been 
holding  its  own  as  to  membership ;  possibly  gained  some- 
what ;  and  has  considerably  improved  its  property.  Its 
field  is  large,  but  rather  difficult  to  utilize.  The  member- 
ship is  earnest  and  united.  Appropriation  old,  $400  ;  new, 
$300.    English. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — St.  Stephen's,  Eev.  A.  Romich,  pastor.  From 
October  to  April,  the  appropriation  was  at  the  rate  of 
$200  a  y^r.  At  that  time  the  congregation  passed  over 
to  the  German  Phikdelphia  Classis;  and  at  the  same 
time  off  our  Board. 

Wyoming,  Del, — St,  John's,  Rev.  W.  F.  Lichliter,  pastor,  until 
Sept.  Ist  Vacant  since,  though  about  obtaining  a  pastor 
again.  Progress  has  been  made  during  the  year.  The 
membership  numbers  fifty-seven ;  a  goodly  gain  over  last 
year's  report.  The  location  of  this  mission  gives  it  special 
importance  for  the  future  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
State  of  Dekware.     App.  $300.     English. 

Harfiabvrgh,  Pa, — Second  church,  Rev.  G.  W.  Snyder,  pastor.  A 
long  step  forward  has  been  taken  by  this  congregation. 
It  has  parchased  a  large  new  church-building  in  an  ex- 
cellent location.  By  the  sale  of  the  old  property  it  ex- 
pects to  meet  the  cost  of  the  new.  The  congregation  and 
Sunday-school  are  in  good  condition.  App.  $300.  English. 

Barrislmrg,' Pa. — Zwingli,  Rev.  M.  Noll,  pastor.  This  congregation 
has  been  engaged,  during  the  summer,  in  finishing  the 
upper  or  main  audience  room  of  its  church.  It  haa  just 
been  dedicated.  The  interest  does  not  seem  to  have  ma- 
terial at  hand  to  grow  fast,  but  it  has  nevertheless,  had 
a  quiet,  healthy  progress.     App.  $225.     German. 

Columbia,  Pa. — ^Rev.  Conrad  Clever,  pastor.  I  repeat  simply  what  I 
said  a  year  ago :  This  mission  is  '*  prosperous."  App. 
old,  $150 ;  new,  $100.  English. 

Hazleton  Pa. — EmanueTs,  Lately  served  by  the  Rev.  I.  E.  Graeff. 
Now  vacant.  The  debt  on  this  interest,  seems  to  be  the 
sole  obstacle  in  the  way  of  its  becoming  self  supporting  at 
once.  The  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  a  Committee  of 
Classis.     App.  $100.     German  and  English. 

Overton^  Pa, — Served  by  Rev .  J.  H.  Sehlappig,  until  August.  Va- 
cant since.  At  my  suggestion  a  committee  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  East  Susquehanna  Classis  with  power  to  con- 
nect other  congregations  with  this  charge,  and  so  make  it 
self-sustaining.  What  can  be  done  is  not  clear  yet.  Ap|b 
$75.     German  and  English. 
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Liverpool^  Pa, — Key.  W.  Donat,  paator.  By  reouest  of  West  8iu- 
auehanna  Classis,  the  appropriation  nas  been  continued 
for  another  year,  from  Jane,  1876,  when  the  field  is  to  be 
dechured  self-sustaining.  App.  $80.  German  and  English. 

Loch  Haveuy  Pa. —  Church  of  the  Remrrection,  Rev.  F.  F.  Chris- 
tine, pastor.  This  congregation  was  served  for  one  year 
by  Bev.  J.  W.  Pontius.  In  that  time  much  work  was 
done.  The  communicant  membership  was  increased  from 
twenty  to  forty-three.  A  flourishing  Sunday-school  was 
eBtablished ;  and  fall  forty  of  its  children  are  bapliied 
members  of  the  Church.  Ill  health  led  the  pastor  to  re- 
sign in  June.  Since  July  1st,  the  congregation  has  been 
in  charge  of  Bev.  F.  F.  Christine,  who  was  lately  or- 
dained and  installed  by  the  Classis.  He  reports  favorably. 
App.  old,  $500 ;  since  July  $400.    English. 

2.  PITTSBUBOH  SYNOD. 

Within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod^  the  Board  has  had  twdve  mis- 
sions, for  the  whole  or  part  of  the  year,  under  its  care. 
KUtanning,  Pa. — Bev.  D.  S.  Dieffenbacher,  pastor.  Has  continued, 
as  before,  prosperous.  Presumably  will  be  self-supporting 
within  the  coming  year.  App.,  old,  $225 ;  since  June, 
1876,  only  $165.  English. 
TUutviUe,  Pa, — The  fortunes  of  this  congresation  have  been  various ; 
so  much  BO  as  to  make  it  difficult  for  the  Board  to  know 
what  to  do  in  its  case.  For  some  time  past,  it  has  been 
supplied  under  the  supervision  of  a  Committee  of  St 
Paul's  Classis.  The  Executive  Council  has  passed  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  said  Classis  to  pay  the  supply,  Bev. 
G.  A.  Limberg,  at  the  rate  of  $150  a  year,  and  deduct  the 
same  from  its  apportionment  for  missions.  With  better 
times  in  the  oil  regions,  it  is  hoped  this  congregation  will 
become  permanently  established,  and  save  for  itself  its 
beautiful  and  valuable  property.  German. 
Meadvilie,  Pa. — Elev.  D.  D.  Lebermaui  pastor.  Prosperous.  Became 
self-supporting  in  the  spring.  Former  app.  $150.  Ger- 
man and  English. 
Oumberland,  Md. — Bev.  F.  B.  Schwedes,  pastor.  This  interest  has 
come  to  a  healthy  and  steady  growth.  The  pastor  serves 
also  in  connection  with  it  a  congregation,  established  by 
him  in  Keyser  City.  It  has  cost  much  labor  and  means 
to  bring  the  Beformed  Church  to  a  solid  basis  in  Cumber- 
land, but  our  perseverance  is  beginning  to  bring  its  re- 
ward. »Our  people  there  propose  to  purchase  a  suitable 
burying-ground,  a  matter  of  special  importance,  as  ex- 
perience shows,  to  a  German  congregation.  App ,  old, 
$100 ;  new,  $350.    German. 


Seotidakf  Pa. — ^UDtil  September,  under  tbe  pastoral  oare  of  Bey.  W. 
C.  B.  ShnleDDergar.  Vaoant  siDce,  bat  expecting  to  have 
tbe  services  of  a  pastor  sbortly  again  in  the  person  of  Kev. 
8.  Z.  Beam,  of  Michigan.     Has  fifly-one  confirmed  mem- 
bers ;  one  hundred  Sanday-scbool  scholars.     Has  as  yet 
more  debt  on  its  property  than  is  desirable.  This  interest 
has  been  growing  fit>m  the  start.    App.  $300  until  Sep- 
tember ;  since  then  $250.    £nglish. 
FUttburgh,  Pd.— Trinity,  Bev.  T.   F.  Stauffer,  pastor.      Growing, 
though  slowly  during  the  year.     Much  affected  by  the 
hard  times.  It  has  much  in  its  favor  for  the  future.  Con- 
firmed members  seventy;  unconfirmed  sixty-two;   Sun- 
day-school scholars  eighty-five.    App.  old,  $300;  new, 
$250.    English. 
Zion*8y  Rev.    H.     D.   Darbaker,  pastor.     This    brother 
became  the  successor  of  Bev.  Dr.  Bussell,  last  January. 
He  has  labored  with  reasonable  success  so  far.  The  mem- 
bership is  small,  thirty-four ;  but  has  zeal,  a  good,  well 
located  property,  and  no  heavy  debt.    App.  old,  $400 ; 
new,  $300.     English. 
I  may  here  remark,  that  the  movement  spoken  of  last  year,  to  unite 
Trini^  and  Z  en's  under  one  pastor,  was  not  found  feasible.   Unfore- 
seen difficulties  obstructed  the  effort 

St.    PauTs,    Bev.     J.    W.     Ebbinghaus,    pastor.      The 
report  from  this  congregation  speaks  of  progress  upon  the 
whole.    The  membership  has  grown,    its  financial  affairs 
are,  however,  not  all  that  could  be  desired.     App.  $220. 
Grerman. 
St'  Jamesj  Bev.  C.  Boerchers,  pastor.    This  congregation 
has  improved  very  much  in  Christian  life  and  spirit.     Its 
membership  has  risen   to   eighty-nine  confirmed,    and 
fifty-eight  unconfirmed.    App.  $200.     German. 
St.  Luke\  Vacant,  but  supplied  during  the  year  by  Bev.  J. 
W.  Ebbinghaus  of  St.  Paul's  Church.     German. 
Triaddphia,  W.  Fa.— 5lev.  Louis  Miiller,  pastor.     Owing  to  the  or- 
ganization of  a  congregation  in  Wheeling,  last  autumn, 
by  its  pastor,  there  has  not  been  any  appropriation  ex- 
tended since  October,  1875.     Brother  Miiller  has  done  a 
good  work,  especiallv  in  Wheeling.     German. 
HdvetiOf  W.  Va. — Formerly  under  the  pastonu  care  of  Bev.  A.  Kern. 
Supported,  by  agreement,  during  the  past  year  by  the 
St.  John's  Classis,  Ohio  Synod,  from  the  bounds  of  which 
many  of  the  members  bad  come.     German. 
The  congregations  of  the  five  last  named  missions,  viz. :  St.  Paul's, 
St.  James'  and  St    Luke's,  Pittsburgh,  and  Triadelphia  ^and  Helve- 
ta,  W.  Virginia,  belong  to  the  German  Classis  of  West  Pcnnsylvmia 
and  hence,  by  reouest,  are  to  be  transferred  to  the  Board  of  1 
of  the  German  Eastern  Synod,  to  whose  jurisdiction   eaid 
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now  belongs.    Oar  Executive  Council  has  consented  to,  and  authorised 
this  transfer,  to  take  effect  October  the  Ist^  1876. 


fiTNOD  OF  THE  POTOMAC 

Within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  there  are  eight  Missions  under 

the  care  of  our  Board. 

Duncannony  Pa. — ^Vacant  for  a  whole  year.  Since  September,  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  U.  H.  Heilman.  While  vacant 
the  Mission  was  supplied  with  service,  mainly  by  students 
from  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster.  The  new 
pastor  finds  the  people  active,  and  feels  greatly  en- 
couraged.   App.  $300.     English  and  German 

Winchester,  Fa.— Rev.  C  G.  Fisher,  pastor.  This  charge  is  still 
making  progress.  Its  most  immediate  need  would  seem 
to  be  a  parsonage.  That  is  of  first  account,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  give  it  an  established  character.  App., 
old,  $350 ;  new,  $300.     English. 

Orhisonia,  Pa  — Rev.  J.  M.  Schick,  paster.  A  mission  along  the  eastern 
branch  of  the  Broad  Top  Rail-road,  in  Huntingdon 
County.  The  pastor,  who  took  charge  July  1st,  reports 
it  as  promising  well.  It  includes  several  towns.  App. 
$200.     English  and  German. 

Chamber sburg^  Pa. — St,  John's,  Rev.  Carl  Gundlach,  pastor.  This 
congregation  was  for  years  under  the  care  of  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  Schneck.  It  has  not*  much  material  to  hand  out 
of  which  to  grow.     App.  $100.     German. 


PACIFIC  00A8T  MISSIONS. 

_  • 

San  Francisco^  Cal. — Rev.  J.  H.  Krueger,  pastor.  I  may  here  re- 
peat my  language  of  last  year  :  <^  No  particular  change 
during  the  year.  Holds  fairly  its  own."  San  Francisco 
is  a  difficult  field  for  church  work,  requiring  ability,  skill 
and  patience,  along  with  great  devotion  on  the  part  of  a 
pastor,  if  he  would  succeed.  The  brother  in  charge 
seems  to  labor  hard.     App.  $300.     German. 

Napa^  Cai. — Rev.  F.  Fox,  pastor.  What  has  been  said  of  San  Fran- 
cisco holds  equally  true  of  Napa.  Our  Missionary  there 
has  been  a  skillful  pioneer.  He  continues  to  look  to  the 
extension  of  our  work  in  the  Golden  State.  App.  $440. 
English  and  German. 

Portland,  Oregon. — Rev.  J.  Gktntenbein,  pastor.  This  Mission  is 
getting  to  have  a  fixed  character,  and  a  well-understood 
position  in  the  community.  Its  greatest  want  is  a  chapel 
of  its  own,  for  obtaining  which  uiere  seems  to  be  g<H)d 
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prospect.    The  pastor  has  also  yisited  other  placen  in 
Oregon  with  the  view  of  opening  the  way  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  Reformed  congregations.     App.|  old,  $600 ; 
new^  S500      German. 
Salem,  Oregon, — Rev.  J.  Muellhanpt,  pastor.    The  Missionary  has 
just  begnn  his  work  in  this  place,  the  capital  of  the  State, 
and  there  is  nothing  very  definite  as  yet  to  report.     He 
also  preaches  in  Albany  occasionally,  and  may  visit  settle- 
ments in  the  country.   He  is  a  wise,  persevering  Mission- 
ary, and  is  like  to  do  good  service.     German. 
Besides  these  congregations,  there  is  one  at  Stockton,  Cal.,  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  L.  C.  Edmonds,  which,  however,  supports 
its  own  minister,  and  is  not  a  mission.  It  will  thns  be  seen  that  the 
Reformed  Church  has  laid  a  fair  foundation  along  the  Pacific  Coast. 


OTHER  MISSIONS. 

A  number  of  Missions  have  all  along  been,  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
time,  under  the  care  of  the  Superintendent,  and  a  Committee  of  the 
Classes  in  which  thev  severally  are  located,  before  they  came  under 
the  full  control  of  the  Board  by  the  appointment  of  a  Missionary. 
We  have  been  steadily  saving  money  in  this  way.  Of  such  missions 
the  following  are  on  hand  at  the  present  time ;  and  others  could  be 
started  at  once,  if  the  right  conception  of  our  work  could  be  carried 
out. 

Lafudalej  Fa, — A  congregation  has  formally  been  organized  here 
with  thirty  odd  confirmed  members.  A  large,  well-lo- 
cated lot  has  been  purchased,  and  a  brick  church-build- 
ing is  in  course  of  erection.  No  appropriation  has  been 
asked  for.  The  services  are  mainly  held  in  English. 
Wathtrifftanf  D.  C — It  gives  me  unfeigned  pleasure,  to  be  able  to  say 
that  the  outlook  for  an  English  congregation  in  this  city  * 
has  become  very  good.  Long  neglect,  all  sorts  of  difficul- 
ties, doubt  and  irresolution  stood  in  the  way.  Yet  a  sub- 
stantial triumph  has  been  won.  We  have  now  at  least 
for^  names  of  persons  likely  to  identify  themselves  with 
an  English  Reformed  congregation,  and  at  our  first  ser- 
vice we  had  an  attendance  of  twenty  in  the  morning,  and 
thirty-five  in  the  evening,  almost  every  one  of  whom  in- 
tending to  go  with  the  interest.  At  our  next  service  we 
shall  toke  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  at  once  or- 
ganizing. Spme  delay  was  deemed  best  in  order  to  give 
all  our  people  in  Washington,  an  opportunity  to  attend, 
before  it  shoud  take  place.  The  Committee  of  Maryland 
Chssis  has  given  me  efficient  aid.  We  ask  the  hearty 
interest  of  the  whole  Church  in  this  enterprise. 
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Wilkesharrey  Pa. — ^At  my  last  yisit  to  tbis  place,  it  was  agreed  tbat 
an  organization  should  be  deferred  until  winter  or  the 
late  autumn,  owing  to  the  evil  times^  from  which  our 
members  there  were  especially  suffering.  This  was  the 
request  of  the  people  themselves.  I  take  it  that  now  we 
would  better  go  forward  with  an  organisation  at  an  early 
day.  Doubtless,  in  this  the  Mission  Committee  of  East 
Susquehanna  Classis,  will  co-operate  with  me  very  cheer- 
fully. An  appropriation  of  $400  has  been  made  for  this 
plaoe^  to  take  effect  whenever  a  Missionary  is  put  in 
charge.     English. 

SUMMARY. 

Mission  in  Synod  in  the  U.  S 17 

*'        "  Pittsburgh   Synod 12 

'*         •'  Synod  of  the  Potomac 8 

under  special  care  of  Superintendent 8 

Total 40 


a 


MuswM  Pamng  off  the  Board. 

Meadville,  Pa.,  Self-supporting,  June,  1876. 

Triadelphia,  W.  Va,,      "  October,  1876. 

AllentowD,  Pa.  Salem,  Self-supporting  from  beginning. 
Philadelphia,  St.  Stephen's,  Self-supporting,  April,  1876. 

Pittsburgh,  St.  Paul's,  Transferred  to  Ger.  East.  Syn.,  October,  1876. 

«         St.  James',  "  "  «  "        1876. 

"         St.  Luke's,  "  «  "  "        1876. 

Helvetia,  W.  Va.,  Transferred  to  St.  John's  Classis,  0.  Syn.,«        1875. 


FINANCES. 

Our  Board  felt  itself  much  hampered  during  the  year,  by  the  debt 
which  came  over  from  former  years.  Happily  this  is  diraiuishing. 
Our  estimated  expense  for  the  year  was  $9,500.  Oar  actual  expense 
has  been  $500  less.  The  following  table  will  explain  the  particulars, 
as  near  as  I  can  get  at  them  : 

Actual  cost  of  Missions  in  Synod  in  the  U.  S $3,520  00 

"  "  *'      "  Pittsburg  Synod 2,210  00 

"  «  **      "  Synod  of  the  Potomac 1,770  00 

Salary  of  Superintendent 1,200  00 

Traveling  expenses  of  Supt ,  Members  of  Board  and  Ex- 
Council,  and  salary  of  Stated  Clerk 300  06 

Total $9,000  00 
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Over  against  tbis  we  hare  had  an  inoome  of  fall  eleven  thousand 
doUari,  as  will  be  seen  in  tbe  report  of  the  Treasurer,  to  which  I  refer 
the  Synods.  I  think  I  do  not  assume  too  much,  when  I  say  at  thia 
point,. that  the  Church  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  this  result.  Per- 
sonally I  feel  greatly  pleased  with  it,  especially  when  the  times,  and 
the  divisions  and  obstructions  within  ourselves  are  considered. 

IOWA  MISSIONS. 

The  Church  is  well  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  Missions  in 
Iowa  Classis,  Ohio  Synod.  They  have  looked  to  tbe  East  for  support, 
and  have  received  it  to  a  considerable  extenti  yet  in  a  way  that  was 
likely  at  any  time,  to  produce  irritation.  With  the  view  of  relieving 
this  abnormal  state  of  things  I  entered  some  time  ago,  into  correspon- 
dence with  Rev.  Dr.  Williard,  President  of  the  Ohio  Synod's  Board 
of  Missions,  suggesting  a  transfer  by  said  Board  of  the  Missions  in 
Iowa  Ckssis,  with  their  own  consent,  to  our  Board,  and  so  opening  up 
a  normal  way  for  help,  from  our  Synods.  The  Ohio  Synod's  Board 
took  favorable  action,  and  passed  the  following  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  was  also  approved,  at  its  late  meeting,  by  our  executive 
council. 

"  Resolved^  That  this  Board  gives  its  consent  that  any  or  all  of  the 
Missions  now  in  Iowa,  (the  English  Iowa  Classis)  be  formally  trans- 
ferred to  the  Tri-Synodical  Board  of  Missions,  provided  that  said  Mis- 
sionaries or  the  Iowa  Board  of  Missions  make  such  request ;  in  which 
case  the  officers  of  this  Board  are  authorised  to  make  the  official 
transfer.'' 

SUOQESTIONS. 

1.  To  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  coming  year,  and  to  pay  off 
the  balance  of  our  debt  we  shall  need  an  apportionment  equal  to  that 
of  last  year.  To  the  extent  that  charges  pay  up  back  apportionments 
we  will  be  enabled  to  enlarge  our  work.  The  Classes  will  look  after 
this  matter.  Last  year's  apportionment  was  $15,000,  as  suggested; 
but  the  Pittsburgh  S^nod  felt  able  to  assume  only  $2500  instead  of 
$3200.     On  this  basis  I  would  recommend  the  following  division. 

Synod  in  U.  S $9,000 

Pittsburgh  Synod 2,500 

Synod  of  the  Potomac 3,500 

Total $15,000 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  out  of  this  sum,  provision  will  have 
to  be  made  for  work  in  the  Iowa  Classis,  and  that  the  separate  drain 
upon  our  congregations  for  that  interest  will  probably  cease  by  next 
spring. 
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2.  Tbe  Synods  will  otherwise  learn  that  the  Exeoative  Goonoil  at 
its  late  meeting  passed  a  resolation  by  a  majority  vote,  limiting,  firom 
December  1st,  tbe  time  and  salary  of  the  Saperintendent  to  aacb  aa 
extent  as  to  meet  tbe  demands  of  the  office  in  connection  with  his 
duties  to  a  regular  charge,  should  he  enter  tbe  pastorate.  PeraonaUy 
I  can  only  view  such  a  step  as  relieving  me  from  a  great  bordeoy 
borne  for  three  years  simply  in  devotion  to  a  great  and  good  caaw, 
with  which  my  active  life  has  been  mainly  identified.  I  have  nothing 
to  regret  in  this  direction,  and  much  to  rejoice  at.  And  yet  I 
o^^posed  the  act>on  of  the  Council,  and  shall  give  it  no  more  than  a 
negative  assent,  unless  the  Synods  make  it  their  own.  In  that  case  I 
shall  still  have  doubts  as  to  its  wisdom,  but  shall  give  my  hearty  sup- 
port to  legitimate  authority.  My  objections,  among  others,  are  these. 
1)  Tbe  Synods  alone  have  the  right  to  take  absolute  action  in  this 
case.  The  Superintendcncy  holds  from  the  Synods,  which  also  elect 
the  person  filling  it ;  not  from  the  Executive  Council  or  even  the 
Board.  If  tbe  Executive  Council  can  do  this,  it  can,  by  logical  se- 
quence, change  the  intent  of  any  other  fundamental  article  of  the 
original  agreement  between  the  Synods ;  which  means,  again,  that  a 
combination  of  two  or  three  men  may  modify  essentially  the  most 
positive  compacts.  I  can  be  no  party  to  this.  2)  My  second  objeo- 
tion  is  this.  Tbe  step  proposed  is  one  backward,  not  forward.  It  is 
one  likely  to  be  retraced  again,  one  of  these  days.  Time  will 
tell.    Dixi, 

In  closing  I  repeat  the  language  of  my  last  report.  *^  Spe<»al 
thanks  are  due  our  Missionaries  for  their  steady  labors  amid  severe 
self-denial.     The  Lord  will  reward  them." 

KespectfuUy  submitted. 

F.  K.  Levan, 
Superintendent  of  Missions. 

U.  BSPORT  OF  TRXA8UBSB. 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Board  during  the  year  ending 
October  7th,  1876. 

RECEIPTS. 

SYNOD  OF  THE    UNITED   STATES. 

Classis  of  Philadelphia $264  11 

(S.  Schools,  $9  74) 

Classis  of  Goshenhoppen 1,114  12 

Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania 812  93 
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(S.  Schools,  $4  81) 

Classis  of  Tohickon 539  57 

Glassis  of  Lebanon 1,495  33 

(S.  Schools,  $150.00) 
Glassis  of  Lancaster 795  37 

(3.  Schools,  $67  47) 

Classis  of  West  Snsquehanna 551  19 

Glassis  of  Eiist  Snsquehanna 418  91 

Total  from  Synod  of  the  U.  S.  (including  8. 

Schools  $232  02) $5,991  63 

SYNOD  or  THX  POTOMAC. 

Glassis  of  Zion $745  96 

S.  Schools,  ($13  39) 
Glassis  of  Maryland 977  54 

(8.  Schools,  ($6  18) 
Glassis  of  Mercersburg 148  14 

(S.  Schools,  (30  26) 
Oassis  of  Virginia 192  39 

Total  firom  Synod  of  Potomac  (including  S, 

Schools  $49  83) $2,064  03 

SYNOD    or    PITTSBURG. 

ClMtii  of  AHegheny.. $221  25 

OlASsiiof  Clarion « 290  21 

CImbU  of  Someraet —........ 805  07 

From  TroMnrer  of  Synod.^ 1,090  24 

Total  from  Synod  of  PitUbnrg $1,967  87 

Total  from  the  three  Synodf  (inolnding  Sunday- sohoela) 10,022  93 

From  HiMellaneona  sonroes  (includ'  $38  05  from  Cal.  Miaaiona).  800  80 

Balanoe  dne  the  Board  at  date  of  laat  Report 282  07 

Total  from  all  lonreea $10,555  80 

DI8BUR8BMBNT8. 

Paid  orden  of  the  Board  during  the  year  amounting  to $9,045  05 

Paid  Treaanrer  of  Iowa  Claaaia 277  03     $9,922  08 

Balanoe  doe  the  Board $638  72 

Reapeotfnlly  tubmitted. 

WM.  H.  SBIBBRT,  Treasurer, 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  audited  the  account  of  Wm.  H.  Sei- 
bert  .by  vouchers  and  find  the  saine  to  be  correct,  and  a  balance  of 
six  hundred  and  thirtv-three  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents  in  the 
Treasury.    $633.72,  October  17th,  1876. 

W.  H.  H.  SNYDEE. 
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m.   REPORT  or  OOMMITTBB  ON    MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  the  foregoing  Reports  had 
been  referred,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and  taken 
up  item  by  item,  amended,  and  adopted/ and  b  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  Missions  would  respectfully  report  that  tbe  fol- 
lowing documents  were  placed  in  our  hands,  as  follows : 

1.  The  Report  of  the  Buperintendent  of  Home  Missions. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodio  Board  of  Home 
Missions. 

3.  An  Overture  from  Rev.  J.  B.  Shontz,  }n  which  he  tenders  his 
services  to  the  Synod,  and  volunteers  to  take  charge  of  our  missionary 
interests  in  Washington  City,  provided  the  Board  of  Missions  com- 
mission him  to  that  important  field,  and  appropriate  a  sum  to  his  sup- 
port, sufficient  only  to  pay  the  most  necessary  expenses  of  living. 

4.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt,  Missionary  at  Salem,  Oregon. 

From  the  documents  on  Missions  in  our  hands,  we  learn  that  not- 
withstanding the  pressure  of  the  times,  the  work  has  gone  forward 
successfully.  There  have  been  forty  missions  under  the  care  of  the 
Tri-Synodio  Board,  eight  of  which  only  are  within  the  bounds  of  this 
Synod.  The  whole  amount  received  for  missions  during  the  year  is 
$10)555.80.  a  sum  less  than  the  actual  demands  of  the  work  recmires, 
and  much  beneath  the  ability  of  the  Synods  to  contribute,  jf  och 
remains  undone  for  lack  of  funds.  We  believe  that  our  people  need 
only  to  have  the  claims  of  this  work  properly  presented,  to  insure  an 
increased  liberality.  Hard-earned  wages  are  now  due  our  Missiona- 
ries, who  are  living  upon  very  small  salaries.   This  ought  not  so  to  be. 

There  will  be  needed  for  the  current  year,  the  sum  of  at  least 
$15,000,00.     We  recommend  the  following  action  : 

Resolvedy  That  this  Synod  assume  $3,500,00  of  this  amount. 

Resolvedy  further,  That  this  amount  be  apportioned  to  the  different 
Classes  as  follows : 

Maryland  Classis $1,300  00 

Zion's 1,150  00 

Mercersburg 700  00 

Virginia 250  00 

North  Carolina 100  00 

Making $3,  500  00 

Revived,  still  further.  That  this  Synod  do  hereby  instruct  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  three  Synods,  to  appropriate  five  hundred 
dollars  of  the  $3,500.00  assumed  by  this  Synod,  to  the  Missionary 
Board  of  the  Iowa  Classis,  through  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  General  Synod  ;  and  also,  that  this  Synod  do  hereby 
instruct  the  'J'ri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions  to  appropriate  five  hun- 
dred dollars  of  the  $3,500.00  assumed  by  this  Synod  to  the  mission- 
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ary  work  ia  Yirginia  ClaasiB,  this  sum  to  inolude   what  is  already  ap- 
propriated to  the  Mission  at  Winchester. 

From  the  report  of  the  Superintendent,  we  learn  that  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  Tri-Svnodio  Board,  at  its  late  meeting,  de- 
termined to  reduce  tho  salary  and  time  of  the  Superintendent's 
services  two-thirds  for  the  coming  year,  and  that  he  be  allowed  to 
serve  a  pastorate,  in  addition  to  his  Supei  intendency.  We  recom- 
mend the  following  action  : 

Besolvedj  That  this  Synod  regard  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  in  determining  to  ab- 
breviate the  services  of  the  superintendent  as  inexpedient,  even  if 
they  had  the  authority  to  do  so,  before  the  expiration  of  the  four  years 
for  which  he  was  elected,  and  cannot  therefore  endorse  that  action. 

Touching  the  overture  from  Rev.  J.  B.  Shontz,  we  would  recom- 
mend the  following. 

This  Synod  fully  recognizes  the  importance  of  speedily  establishing 
an  English  Mission  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  therefore  learns  with 
pleasure  from  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  that  he 
in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  the  Maryland  Classis  has  the 
missionary  interests  of  Washington  under  their  special  control,  and 
are  about  effecting  an  organization  there.     Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  proposition  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Shontz  be  referred  to 
the  authorities  about  to  organize  the  mission. 

The  letter  of  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt  asks  that  he  be  excused  for  non- 
attendance  upon  the  present  sessions  of  Synod.     We  recommend  that, 
he  be  excused. 

Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt  was  the  late  pastor  of  the  Stockton  charge,  and 
has  removed  to  Salem,  Oregon,  where  he  has  taken  charge  of  a  new 
mission  field,  and  asks  our  prayers  and  material  help.  He  with  our 
other  missionaries  on  the  Pacific  Coast  have  shown  themselves  earnest 
and  self-denying  laborers,  who  are  deserving  the  confidence  and  sup- 
port of  this  Synod.     Therefore, 

Resolved  That  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt  and  his  new  field  be  referred 
to  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  set  apart  this  (Monday)  evening  for  a 
missionary  meeting. 

Re§olved,  further,  That  the  arrangements  for  this  missionary  meet- 
ing be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Religious  Services. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


e.  r.  eschbach, 
w.  f.  colliflowbr, 
Chas.  O.  Fisher, 
Abraham  Tawnbt, 
Philip  Coblentz, 


CommxUee, 


The  missionary  meeting  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  as  proposed, 
and  a  collection  lifted  for  the  cause  of  missions.    This  collection  was 
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ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  and  by  him  remitted  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions.  R^v.  B.  K. 
Eschbach  presided  at  the  missionary  meeting,  and  addresses  were 
made  by  Keys.  F.  K.  Levan,  C.  Cort,  A.  R.  Kremer^  J.  A.  Hoffheios 
and  T.  F.  Hoffmeier. 


Revs.  J.  A.  Peters  and  E.  R.  Eschbach  were  elected  members  of 
the  Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions  for  the  term  of  four  yean,  or 
until  October  1st,  1880. 


The  Committee,  appointed  at  last  annual  meeting  of  Synod  to  pre- 
pare a  paper  expressing  the  sense  of  high  appreciation  with  which  this 
Synod  regards  the  labors  in  which  the  Brethren  on  the  Pacific  Coast  are 
engaged,  and  thus  convey  to  them  the  cordial  greetings,  sympathy,  and 
love  of  this  Synod  in  their  work,  and  assure  them  also  of -our  fervent 
prayers  to  God  for  them  and  their  labor  of  love,  reported  as  follows^ 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  sending  a  letter 
of  greeting  to  the  brethren  on  the  Pacific  Coast^  would  bog  leave  to 
report. 

That  they  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  Miller,  Chaimum. 


The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  from  the  San 
Francisco   Classis   for   a  loan   of   $1000.00  in  behalf  of  the  Sa 
Francisco  Church,  offered  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  viz. : 

The  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  request  of  the  Classis  of 
San  Francisco,  for  a  loan  of  81,000.00  from  this  Synod,  upon  certain 
conditions,  offer  the  following  report. 

That  under  existing  circumstances,  this  Synod  deems  it  inexpedient 
to  comply  with  said  request 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  H.  Sanqreb, 
H.  F.  Seiple, 

D.   N.  DiTMAR, 

Samuel  B.  Snively. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

L  treasurer's  report. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  submitted  his  Annual  Report,  which  was 
received,  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  being  audited.     The  Report  is  as  follows : 
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LOUIS  MABK£LL|  Treasurer ,  in  aamtnt  with  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac.. 

DR. 

October  22, 1875.    To  balance,  cash  on  hand |263  15 

Sept.  19,      1876.    To  ca«h  received  of  Merceraburg  Claasis 75  00 

October  13,     **               "                      Maryland  Claflsis.... 70  00 

October  16,     "               '*                      North  CaroUna  Classis «  20  00 

October  20,     *'               "                      Zion's  Claflais 137  00 

Making $565  15 


CONTRA,  CR. 

December  18, 1875.    Br  cash  paid  for  Minute  Book  for  Trustees  of 

Synod $3  00 

January  15,  1876.    By  cash  paid  to  Stated  Clerk  for  freight  and 

postage  on  Minutes,  traveling  expenses,  and 
postage 14  00 

January  24, 1876.    By  cash  paid  to  Reformed  Church  Publication 

Board  for  Printing  Minutes  of  Synod 152  00 

September  19,  *'       By  cash  paid  to  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  salary 

as  Stated  Clerk 76  00 

October  20,      **       By  balance,  cash  on  hand 321  15 

Making |565  15 

Dae  from  Virginia  Classifl,  $20.00. 


n.   BEPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINAKCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  their  report,  as  follows,  which 
was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  shows  the  receipts  during  the  last  year,  to- 
gether with  the  balance  remaining  over  from  the  year  before,  to  be 
W65.15. 

Besides  this  there  is  remaining  due  from  Virginia  Classis,  $20.00. 

The  expenditures  were  $244.00. 

Your  Committee  examined  the  Keport  of  the  '.Treasurer,  and 
although  some  of  the  vouchers  were  forgotten  by  the  Treasurer,  hav- 
ing been  left  at  home,  nevertheless  the  Committee  are  satisfied  that 
the  Keport  is  correct. 

Adding  the  assessment  of  $166.00  by  the  General  Synod  upon  this 
Synod,  and  which  the  Treasurer  neglected  to  pay  through  a  misappre- 
hension, the  expenditures  would  be  $410.00,  leaving  an  unappropri- 
ated balance  in  the  treasury  of  only  $155.15. 

The  following  assessments  are  made  to  meet  the  expenses  for  the 
ourrent  year,  tIx.  : 
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Mercersbarg  Classis $65  00 

Zion's  ClassiB 65  00 

Maryland  Classis 60  00 

Virginia  Classis 10  00 

North  Carolina  Classis 10  00 

Making $210  00 

HespectfuUy  submitted. 

S.  N.  Callender,  Chairman, 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  presented  their  annual  report  to 
Synod,  which  was  received  and  adopted;  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Reverevd  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

Your  Board  of  Trustees  beg  leave  to  report,  That  they  held  two 
meetings  during  the  Synodical  year.  The  first  at  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sions of  Synod  at  Winchester  for  organization  for  the  current  year. 
The  organization  was  effected  by  electing  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  Presi- 
dent, Key.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  Secretary,  and  Elder  Louis  Markell,  Trea- 
surer, 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  Synod  at  Winchester,  your 
Board  effected  a  loan  of  Two  Thousand  Dollars,  which  was  duly  paid 
oyer  to  the  Reformed  Church  l^ublication  Board  in  Philadelphia. 

Your  Agent,  Rey.  M.  H.  Sangree,  went  forth  in  obedience  to 
Synod's  direction  and  canyassed  most  of  the  field  of  this  Synod  to 
raise  funds  for  the  payment  of  this  loan,  and  at  the  Board's  second 
meeting  for  the  year,  during  the  sessions  of  the  present  Synod,  sub- 
mitting his  report  in  part^  relating  to  the  results  which  have  attended 
his  labors. 

His  report  sets  forth  that  he  succeeded  in  securing  in  individual  3ub- 
scriptions,  some  ....  S1700  00 

In  pledges  from  Charges,  .  .  .  .  60Q  00 

Of  these  he  has  collected  about  $1,200.00,  of  which  he  has 

paid  into  tbe  hands  of  the  Treasurer,     .  .  1003  00 

Some  two  or  three  hundred  dollars  will  yet  be  needed  to  cover  the 
gross  amount  of  loan,  interest,  and  cost  of  collection.  This  sum  your 
Agent  proposes  to  go  forward  to  secure, — as  also  to  superintend  the 
collection  of  the  sums  yet  due  on  subscriptions  and  pledges. 

Your  Board,  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  this  Synod,  arranged 
with  the  Agent  the  compensation  to  be  rendered  him  for  his  labors, 
which  they  have  fixed  at  12  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount  raised,  to- 
gether with  his  necessary  expenses. 

Your  Board  would  congratulate  Synod  upon  the  success  which  has 
attended  the  efforts  of  the  Agent,  in  securing  so  nearly  the  whole 
amount  needed,  and  the  certain  prospect  of  speedily  securing  the  de- 
ficit. Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  N.  Callender, 
President  of  Board  of  Trustees. 
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Hon.  Lewis  H.  Stoiner,  M:D.,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Tmstees  of  Synod,  in  the  place  of  William  Hejser,  whose  term  is 
about  expiring,  to  serve  from  January  1st,  1877,  to  January  1st,  1882. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 
APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 
Nothing  occurred  under  this  head. 


ARTICLE  XVIL 
COMPLAINTS.. 
Nothing  took  place  under  this  head. 


ARTICLE  XVm. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-school  Board  presented  its  third  Annual  Report,  which 
was  received,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Sunday-school  work  is  one  which,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  is 
confined  to  individual  congregations,  and  must  be  left  principally  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Consistories  and  Pastors,  and  in  view  of  our  de- 
pendence on  other  denominations  for  a  Sunday-school  literature,  owing 
mainly  to  the  want  of  means,  the  Sunday-school  Board  has  little  to 
report.  At  the  meeting  of  Synod  at  Winchester,  Ya.,  the  Synod  in- 
structed the  Board  '^  to  prepare,  or  have  prepared,  a  manual,  giving  a 
concise,  practical,  and  popular  account  or  the  general  idea  or  scheme 
of  the  Church  Year,  with  specific,  detailed  statements  of  the  significance 
of  the  separate  days  and  seasons,  and  the  logical  order  of  thought  con- 
tained in  them."  It  was  felt  by  the  Board,  at  the  time,  that  such  a 
manual,  much  as  it  is  to  be  desired,  would  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
Board,  and  efforts,  in  a  private  way,  were  made  to  have  the  articles 
on  the  *'  Perioopcs,*'  published  in  the  Mercersbura  Review,  continued, 
and  in  that  way  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Synod.  This  was  done  as  time 
and  opportunity  offered.  The  subject  is  one  of  vast  significance,  and 
it  would  be  well  to  keep  it  before  the  mind  of  the  Church,  and  pa- 
tiently and  earnestly  studied,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  fruit  in  the 
production  of  the  work  now  felt  to  be  needed. 
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As  far  as  the  Board  \a  aware^  the  Lesson  Papers  are  well  received 
and  supply  a  want. 

The  Board  would  recommend  the  following  topics  for  discussion, 
with  the  Dames  of  brethren  to  dbcuss  the  same,  as  the  order  of  the 
special  service  ordered  by  the  last  Synod  to  take  place  during  the 
present  session s,  to  wit : 

1.  The  SuDday-school  in  its  relation  to  the  family. — Revs.  Dr. 
Kieffer  and  0.  L.  Ashcnfelier. 

2.  The  relation  of  our  Sunday-school  work  to  the  conversion  of  our 
children. — Revs.  Dr.  Gans  and  I.  G.  Brown. 

3.  The  true  idea  of  a  Sunday-school  literature. — Revs.  A.  Wanner 
and  Dr.  Callender. 

We  would  further  recommend  that  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith  conduct 
this  Synodical  Sunday-school  service ;  that  the  speakers  be  each  lim- 
ited in  his  remarks  to  ten  minute^);  and  that  a  collection  be  lifted, 
the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Sunday- 
school  Board,  to  be  used  as  in  its  judgment  it  may  determine. 

'  Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  Santeb, 
J.  A.  Peters, 
6.  S.  Griffith, 

W.  E.  ZlEBER. 


The  Sunday-school  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  evening  of  the  Ses- 
sions of  the  Synod,  the  services  took  place  according  to  the  foregoing 
programme  and  elicited  marked  attention,  being  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary interest. 


Rev.  A.  R.  Kremer  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Sunday-school 
Board  for  the  term  of  five  years. 


The  action  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  making  it  the  duty  of  the 
Sunday-school  Board  either  to  prepare,  or  have  prepared,  a  manual, 
giving  a  concise,  practical  and  popular  account  of  the  general  idea 
and  scheme  of  the  Church  Year,  with  specific,  detailed  statements  of 
the  significance  of  the  separate  days  and  seasons,  and  the  logical  order 
of  thought  contained  in  them,  was  reiterated. 


On  motion,  Friday  evening,  October  19th,  1877,  of  the  next  Synod, 
was  set  apart  for  the  specific  purpose  of  considering  the  work  and 
interests  of  the  Sunday-school  cause. 
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ARTICLE  XrX. 

CHURCH  GOVERNMENT, 

Item  2,  under  the  headiDg  Irregularities,  in  the  report  of  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classis  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  composed  of  Revs.  J.  A.  Hoffeins,  S.  N.  Callender,  I.  S. 
Weisz,  and  hlders  H.  Hause  and  J.  T.  Motter. 

This  Committee  subsequently  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted,  to  wit : 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  Item  2,  under  Irregularities ,  in 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classis  was  referred, 
offer  the  following  for  adoption : 

In  this  item,  covering  a  certain  preamble  and  resolutions,  this  Synod 
is  confronted  with  the  fact  that  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina  hjs  un- 
dertaken to  prepare  .for  its  use  a  new  Hymn  Book. 

It  is  the  unanimous  judgment  of  your  Committee,  that  such  action 
is  not  only  highly  disrespectful  to  the  General  Synod,  in  view  of  its 
deliverance,  at  its  last  meeting,  in  answer  to  the  request  of  said  Classis 
on  this  subject,  allowing  its  congregations  the  use  of  any  collection  of 
hymns  published  by  a  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States.  But  further,  That  it  is  in  direct  conflict  with  and  violation  of 
Article  80  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Classis  be  and  hereby  is  commanded  and 
enjoined  to  desist  from  any  further  prosecution  of  a  work  such  as  is 
proposed  in  their  action,  or  in  the  use  of  any  other  Hymn  Book  by 
her  congregations  than  those  already  allowed,  until  the  General 
Synod  grants  such  permission. 

Besoivedy  further,  That  the  Stated  Clerk. of  Synod  be  instructed  to 
communicate  this  action  to  the  President  of  North  Carolina  Classis  at 
once. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.   A.   HOFFHEINS, 

S.  N.  Callendeb, 

I.  S.  Weisz,  ^Gommittee. 

H.  Hause, 

J.  Tayloe  Motter. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk  in  regard 
to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of 
Synod,  and  was  adopted. 

The  undersigned,  as  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod,  would  respectfully 
report: 


i 
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That  he  had  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Acts  and  Pro- 
ceedings cf  the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Synod,  published  agree- 
ably to  the  instructions  of  Synod,  and  distributed  them  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  Synod.  The  members  of  the  Synods  of  the 
United  States,  Ohio  and  Pittsburgh  were  generally  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  Minutes.  Only  a  few  copies  were  sent  to  minisiers  of  the 
German  Synods,  as  those  Synods  decline  exchanging  Minutes  with  the 
English  Synods. 

The  Minutes  were  printed  by  the  Reformed  Church  PublieatioD 
Board  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  directed,  and  at  a  cost  of  $152.00, 
which  has  been  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  M.  Dbatrigk, 

Stated  Clerk. 


The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  twelve  hundred  and  fifly 
copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  session,  duly  authenticated,  pub- 
lished, and  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 


Item  4  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  consisting  of 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board,  the 
Annual  Statement  of  the  Superintendent  thereof,  and  also  the  new 
form  of  Charter  adopted  by  the  Board,  was  referred  for  consideration 
to  a  special  committee,  composed  of  Revs.  W.  K.  Zieber,  E.  R.  Esch- 
bach,  and  Elder  Judge  Knode. 

REPORT   OP  SPECIAL   COMMITTEE   ON   PUBLICATION   BOARD. 

The  Committee  offered  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  submit  the  following  report : 

The  documents  placed  in  our  hands  are : 

1st.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication 
Board. 

2d.  The  Annual  Statement  of  the  Financial  Condition  of  said 
Board. 

8d.  A  copy  of  the  new  Charter  for  said  Board. 

The  items  in  these  documents  requiring  action  on  the  part  of  this 
Synod  are  as  follows  : 

Item  1.  The  plan  of  operation  agreed  upon  between  this  Synod  and 
the  Synods  of  the  United  States  and  of  Pittsburgh  have  gone  into 
effect.  The  new  Charter,  which  has  been  carefully  prepared,  has  not 
yet  received  the  approval  of  the  Courts.  For  this  reason  the  Board 
requests  that  those  of  its  members  representing  this   Synod  be  conti- 
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Dued  for  another  year.    Your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Elders  Adam  B.  Wingerd  and  Goldsboro  S.  Grif- 
fith be  continued  as  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication 
Board  until  the  next  meeting  of  Synod. 

Item  2.  The  enlarging  of  27ie  Messenger,  and  the  increase  of  the 
editorial  force,  have  augmented  the  expenses  of  publication,  which  have 
not  been  covered  by  the  amount  realized  from  the  enlarged  subscrip- 
tion list.  Your  Committee  believe,  that  our  Church  paper  is  deserv- 
ing of  a  much  wider  circulation,  and  therefore  proposes  the  following 
action : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  rejoices  in  the  improvements  manifested 
in  The  Messenger,  and  earnestly  recommends  the  Classes  to  make  re- 
newed efforts  to  increase  its  circulation. 

Item  8.  From  the  Financial  Statement  your  Committee  cannot  learn 
what  has  been  the  profit  or  loss  resulting  from  the  Board's  manage- 
ment, during  the  past  year.     We  suggest  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board  be  re- 
quested so  to  prepare  its  future  financial  statements  as  to  ehow  clearly 
the  actual  loss  or  gain  during  each  current  year. 

We  recommend  that  the  annual  report  and  the  copy  of  the  Charter 
be  recorded  in  the  minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.   K.   ZlEBERy 

Wm.  H.  Knode,   5-  Committee. 

E.   R.   ESCHBAGH. 

York,  Pa.,  Oct.  21, 1876. 

The  following  resolution  was  also  adopted :    * 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  will  heartily  co-operate 
with  any  agent  the  Reformed  Church  Board  of  Publication  may  see  fit 
to  put  into  the  field  to  further  its  work. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT   OF   THE   BOARD   OT  PUBLICATION. 

To  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Potomac,  the 
Board  of  Publication  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
respectfully  submits  the  following  annual  report : 

The  Board  held  one  special  session  soon  .after  the  last  annual  meet- 
ings of  the  several  Synods,  and  four  regular  quarterly  meetings,  at 
each  of  which  the  three  Synods  were  represcnied,  and  earnest  atten- 
tion was  given  to  matters  relating  to  the  interests  of  the  Board. 

The  operations  of  the  year  have  been  carried  forward  under  the 
disadvantages  incident  to  all  business  enterprises  in  the  midst  of  the 
continued  financial  pressure  of  the  times^  and  though  the  results  are 
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not  a^  favorable  as  was  to  have  been  desired  yet  they  aro  not  without 
their  encouraging  aspects. 

From  the  Annual  Statement  of  the  Superintendent  submitted  at  the 
last  quarterly  meeting,  which  is  full  as  to  particulars,  the  foUowinic 
summary  is  gathered,  as  indicating  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Board : 

Receipts  of  the  year $39,391  83 

DlBbursementa 37,479  86 

Excess  of  receipts ^ Z  1|911  47 

Liabilities  reported  October  1,  1875 ~ $29,212  28 

Liabilities  reported  October  1,  1876 ^ 27^11  44 

Decrease $  2.200  84 

General  Assets  Oct.  1/75..  $54,991  16      Greneral  Assets $54,811  81 

General  Assets  Oct.  1,  '76..     54,811  31      Add  Beal  Estate. 35,000  00 

Decrease $     179  85  $89,811  31 

General  Liabilities......  $27,011  44 

Add  Mortgage 20,000  00        47,011  44 

Excess  of  Assets $42,799  87 

Advances  of  Treasurer,  1875 $14,268  87 

Advances  of  Treasurer,  1876 12,357  40 

Decrease  in  Advances $1,911  47 


The  agents  of  the  Board  have  labored  earnestly  to  collect  outstand- 
ing dues  of  the  past,  and  to  enforce  cash  in  advance  payments  both 
on  periodicals  and  books  in  the  future.  They  have,  however,  met 
with  only  partial  success.  These  efforts  are  to  be  continued,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that,  with  the  active  cooperation  of  the  friends  of  the 
publication  enterprise  of  the  Church,  they  will  be  attended  with 
greater  success. 

The  funds  proposed  to  be  furnished  by  the  Synods  of  the  Potomac 
and  of  the  United  States,  were  received,  and  are  included  in  the  gen- 
eral receipts  of  the  Board 

Immediately  at  the  first  meeting  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Synods,  the  Board  took  measures  to  have  its  charter  changed  so  as  to 
conform  to  the  arrangements  entered  into  by  the  three  Synods  in 
regard  to  the  publication  interests  represented  in  the  Board.  They 
have  had  to  contend  with  the  delays  only  too  oflen  incident  to  move- 
ments of  this  kind ;  but  have  still  succeeded  in  getting  the  new  Charter 
drawn  up  in  form^  and  having  it  acknowledged  before  the  Beoorder 
of  Deeds^  so  that  it  may  be  expected  soon  to  receive  the  approval  of 
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the  Conrts,  and  go  into  full  legal  effect.  A  copy  of  the  Charter  ac- 
oompaDies  this  report.  In  view  of  the  fact,  that  the  new  Charter  has 
not  jet  obtained  full  legal  sanction,  the  Board  recommends  to  the 
Synods  that  they  continue  their  present  representatives  in  the  Board 
for  another  year. 

The  wishes  expressed  by  the  three  Synods  in  regard  to  the  publica- 
tion of  Th^  Messenger  have  received  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
Board.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Peter  S.  Davis,  who  had  been  chosen  Editor- 
in-chief,  with  his  assistants  appointed  by  the  three  Synods  respectively, 
entered  upon  their  duties  with  the  opening  of  the  present  year.  The 
paper  has  appeared  in  an  enlarged  and  much-improved  form,  and  has,  as 
far  as  is  known,  given  general  satisfaction.  To  accommodate  a  certain 
class  of  subscribers,  the  paper  is  issued  in  two  editions,  the  one  being 
a  double,  and  the  other  a  single  sheet.  A  respectable  addition  has 
been  made  to  the  subscription  list;  but  it  must  be  still  further  in- 
creased before  a  sufficient  amount  can  be  realized  from  receipts  for 
subscription  to  cover  the  increased  expenses  of  publication.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  active  measures  will  be  taken  by  the  respective  Synods 
to  aid  the  Board  in  their  efforts  to  place  The  Messenger  on  a  paying 
basis,  by  greatly  extending  its  circulation. 

Agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States, 
the  Board  resumed  the  publication  of  the  Mercershurg  Review.  An 
edition  of  five  hundred  copies  has  been  issued.  The  subscription  list 
has  been  slightly  increased ;  but  still  not  to  an  extent  to  make  its 
receipts  cover  the  expenses.  It  greatly  needs  increased  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  its  friends. 

The  Lammerhirte  was  transferred  to  the  German  Publishing  House 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  with  the  opening  of  the  year.  The  other  periodi- 
cals of  the  Church,  the  Guardian^  Lesson  Papersj  and  Child's  Trea^ 
sury^  meet  with  continued  favor,  and  are  acoomplishing  their  pur- 
posed work  in  their  respective  bpheres. 

A  change  has  taken  place  in  the  Business  Agent  of  the  Book 
Department.  At  the  first  quarterly  meeting,  J.  David  Miller,  who 
has  occupied  this  position  for  a  number  of  years,  tendered  his  resig- 
nation, which  went  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  April  last.  Charles  H. 
Taylor  was  secured  as  his  successor,  who  entered  upon  his  duties  on 
the  I5th  of  May.  He  is  well  qualified  for  the  position,  and  is  prose- 
cuting his  duties  with  energy  and  efficiency.  With  a  proper  co-ope- 
ration on  the  part  of  the  Church,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
he  will  be  able  to  make  this  department  of  our  publication  operations 
a  decided  success. 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States  instructed  the  Board  to  appoint  an 
agent  to  collect  the  monies  to  replace  the  amount  borrowed  by  it  for 
the  use  of  the  Board,  as  well  as  to  work  for  the  general  interests  of  the 
establishment.  The  Board  secured  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  F. 
Wiant  for  this  purpose,  who  entered  upon  his  duties  in  February  last. 
He  has  met  with  some  success,  especially  as  relates  to  advancing  the 
general  interests  of  the  Board,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  his  continued  ser- 
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vices  may  be  secured.  As  his  operations  concern  more  especially  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States,  a  separate  report  of  them  from  him  will 
be  submitted  to  it. 

With  the  above  statement,  the  Board  earnestly  commends  the  pub- 
lication interests  of  the  Church,  as  entrusted  to  it,  to  the  hearty  and 
prayerful  consideration  of  the  respective  Synods,  and  solicits  their 
ardent  prayers  and  continued  active  co-operation  in  ita  bthaif. 

KespectfuUy  submitted. 

D.  W.  Gross,  Pretidtnt 
.    Sam'l  R.  Fisheb,  Secretary, 

FORM  OF  CHARTER. 

Section  I.  The  name  and  title  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  ^'  The 
Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States." 

Section  II.  Its  object  shall  be  the  publication  and  sale  of  such 
works,  permanent  and  periodical,  as  are  adapted  to  promote  soand 
learning  and  true  religion. 

Section  III.  This  Corporation  shall  be  constituted  of  a  Board  of 
Trustees  consisting  at  present  of  Daniel  W.  Gross,  George  Gelbaoh, 
George  W.  Hensel,  John  W.  Love,  Barnard  Wolff,  Adam  B.  Win- 
gerd,  and  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith,  who  shall  hold  their  office  until  suc- 
cessors are  duly  qualified  to  take  their  places,  to  be  chosen  by  (he 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  the  Pittsburgh 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  the  Synod 
of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  and 
such  other  Synod  or  Synods  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  as  the  Synods  represented  in  the  Corporation  may  see  fit,  by  unani- 
mous consent  among  themselves,  to  associate  with  them  in  the  work  of 
Publication,  at  such  time  and  in  such  order,  number,  and  manner,  as 
shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  aforesaid  Synods :  Provided, 
that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  removed  in  any 
one  year,  and  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  Trustees  shall  at  all  times 
be  citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  vacancies,  however,  occur- 
ring by  death,  resignation,  or  disqualification  under  the  By-Laws  of 
this  Corporation  may  be  filled  by  the  Corporation  itself,  until  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  the  Synods  when  it  shall  be  competent  for  them  to 
fill  such  vacancies  in  such  manner  as  may  have  been  provided  for 
among  themselves. 

Section  IV.  The  Trustees  hereby  incorporated  and  their  succes- 
sors shall,  subject  to  the  supervision  and  direction  of  a  majority  of 
the  Synods  referred  to  in  the  previous  Section,  have  full  power  to  hold 
and  manage  the  funds  and  property  entrusted  to  them,  and  to  conduct 
the  particular  business  assigned  to  them  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
deemed  most  advantageous  and  not  contrary  to  law.  Provided  always, 
the  clear  yearly  income  above  expenses  from  the  real  and  personal 
estate  held  by  said  Corporation  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars ;  and,  Provided  also,  they  shall  not  dispose 
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of  or  encamber  any  of  said  real  estate  without  first  having  obtained 
the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  Synods  controlling  the  Corporation. 
Section  Y.  This  Corporation  shall  have  power,  from  time  to  time, 
to  adopt  such  By-Laws  as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  its  government; 
and  also  to  alter  and  amend  the  same  as  it  may  see  fit,  Provided  they 
do  not  conflict  with  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
this  Charter,  and  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Eeformed  Church 
in  the  United  States. 


ARTICLE  XXL 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers. 

The  Society  for  the  relief  of  disabled  ministers  and  the  widows  of 
deceased  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  sub- 
mitted the  following  statement  to  the  Synod,  which  was  received  and 
ordered  to  be  incorporated  in  thn  Minutes,  viz. : 

The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Af  inisters  and  the  Widows  of 
Deceased  Ministers,  would  respectfully  present  to  the  Synod  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  its  condition  and  operations,  with  the  request  that 
it  be  placed  on  the  Minutes : 

Amount  invested 812,750  00 

Amount  in  the  Treasury 1,322  02 

Whole  amount $14,072  02 

Amount  appropriated  for  the  support  of  its  beneficiaries  during  the 
present  year $700  00 

The  Society  has  under  its  care  two  disabled  ministers,  eleven 
widows,  and  two  aged  unmarried  females,  daughters  of  a  deceased 
minister,  who  was  a  member  of  the  old  Society. 

The  Society  adopted  the  following  resolution  at  its  late  meeting, 
▼iz. : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  be  petitioned  to  request 
that  collections  be  taken  up  in  the  congregations  within  its  bounds  on 
or  about  the  third  Sunday  in  June  next,  in  aid  of  this  Society. 

Respectfully  submitted.  W.  F.  Collifloweb,  Secretary, 

The  congregations  belonging  to  Synod  were,  on  motion,  requested 
to  lift  collections  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  at  the  time 
designated. 

• 

The  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  3,  reported  a  communica- 
tion, in  the  form  of  an  annual  statement  from  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.     This  paper  was  re- 
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fcrred  to  a  epecial  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  A.  B.  Ejremer,  A. 
G.  Dole  and  Elder  D.  S.  Firor. 

This  Committee  reported  during  Friday  afternoon's  session,  as  fol- 
lows, which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  ''  Annual  Statement  of 
Bethany  Orphans*  Home,  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,"  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  this  Synod  has  heard  with  great  pleasure,  and  with  gratitude 
to  the  Good  Shepherd  of  the  lambs,  of  the  prosperity  and  continued 
usefulness  of  the  Bethany  Orphans'  Home ;  that  all  its  inmates  bave 
been  favored  with  good  bodily  health,  and,  above  all,  with  the  bless- 
irgs  of  divine  grace  through  the  ministrations  of  the  Church,  a  very 
encouraging,  number  of  orphans  having  been  admitted  to  full  com- 
munion by  lonfirmation.    Therefore, 

Resolvedj  That  this  institution  be  commended  to  the  favorable  con* 
sideration,  to  the  prayers  and  liberality  of  all  the  membership  of  th» 
Beformed  Church  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod« 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

A.  B.  Kbemeb  '\ 

A.  G.  Dole,  v  Oommifteem 

David  S.  Firor.       j 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of  the  session,  the  Committee 
on  Nominations  presented  their  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  hundred  tickets 
of  these  nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Synod,  and  the  elec- 
tion was  made  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  opening  of  Saturday  af- 
ternoon's session. 

At  the  appointed  time,  the  election  was  held.  Bevs.  J.  T.  Bossiter 
and  P.  A.  Long  and  Elders  J.  Heyser  and  B.  B.  Carnahan  were  ap- 
pointed tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  the  votes,  and  fur- 
nished the  President  with  the  result  of  the  election.  This  result  will 
be  found  elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  action  of  the  Synod  on  the 
Beports  of  the  Boards  of  Education,  Trustees  of  Synod,  Missions  and 
Sunday-School,  respectively. 

During  Friday  afternoon's  session,  Bev.  Dr.  J.  W.  Nevin,  who  was 
present  as  an  advisory  member,  was  requested  to  address  the  Synod, 
and  Saturday  morning's  session,  at  10  o  clock,  was  fixed  upon  as  the 
time  for  this  address.  At  the  specified  hour,  Bev.  Dr.  Nevin  pro- 
ceeded to  address  the  Synod,  speaking  for  upward  of  an  hour,  and  was 
listened  to  most  attentively. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address  the  following  resolution  was  moved 
and  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  heartily  appreciates  the  service  which 
the  Bev.  Dr.  Nevin  has  hitherto  rendered  to  the  Church  ;  that  we 
tender  him  our  warmest  thanks  for  the  instructive  address  with  which 
he  has  at  this  time  favored  us ;  and,  further,  that  a  copy  of  the  same 
be  requested  for  publication  in  the  Mercenbur^  Review. 
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Daring  the  session  of  Monday  morning,  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Glessner, 
who  has  spent  aboat  forty-four  years  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and 
who  has  been  perhaps,  with  one  exception,  the  longest  in  the  ministe- 
rial ranks  of  any  connected  with  the  Synod,  was  invited  to  address  the 
Synod.  The  time  chosen  for  the  delivery  of  this  address  was  at  the 
opening  of  Monday  aflernoon*8  session.  At  the  appointed  hour,  this 
venerable  father  addressed  the  Synod  in  solemn  words,  at  considerable 
length,  and  was  listened  to  very  attentively  by  the  members  of  Synod 
and  visitors  who  were  present.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  returned  to 
Father  Glessner  for  hb  earnest  and  excellent  address. 

The  special  addresses  of  these  two  venerable  men  were  a  new  feature 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod,  but  one  i^hoso  effect  was  happy  in- 
deed;  and  their  influence,  it  is  believed,  will  have  excellent  results. 

An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  was  laid  upon  the  members  of 
Synod,  to  meet  incidental  expenses.  The  Revs.  J.  M.  Souder,  W. 
R.  H.  Deatrich,  D.  M.  Whitmore  and  D.  W.  Kelly  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  said  assessment. 

At  a  subsequent  session,  the  Committee  reported  as  follows,  which 
was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

To  the  Reverend  Si/nod  of  the  Potomac : — 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  collect  an  assessment  of  twenty-five 
cents  from  each  member  of  Synod  to  compensate  the  sexton  of  the 
church,  and  pay  incidental  expenses,  respectfully  report,  that  the 
Committee  have  called  upon  the  members  of  Synod  present,  and  have 
received  the  sum  of  twenty-one  dollars  and  ten  cents,  which  has  been 
handed  over  to  the  pastor  of  the  church. 

Respectfull/  submitted. 

J.  M.  SoTJDEB,  Chairman, 

The  Committee,  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Hanover,  which,  in 
conjunction  with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  Sjnod  of  the  United 
States,  was  empowered  to  prepare  and  publish  an  edition  of  "  Hymns 
for  the  Reformed  Church  "  with  music,  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

To  the  Reverend  8i/nod  of  the  Potomac  : — 

Your  Committee,  appointed  to  prepare  an  edition  of  the  Hymn 
Book  accompanied  with  music,  respectfully  report,  that  they  have 
held  a  joint  session  with  the  committee  appointed  for  the  same  end  by 
the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and  that  at  this  session  work  was  ap- 
portioned out  to  the  members  of  the  Committees;  and  that  much 
preparatory  labor  has  been  accomplished.  Soon  another  general 
meetins^  of  the  Committees  will  be  held  and  the  work  thus  far  done 
carefully  examined  and  passed  upon.  The  task  is  too  great  to  be 
harried,  and  your  Committee  can  do  no  more  than  in  this  way  report 
progress,  and  ask  to  be  continued. 

E.  £.  HiQBEE,  Chairman 
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The  Committeo  appointed,  in  conjanction  with  similar  committees 
from  the  Synods  of  the  United  States  and  Pittshurf2;h,  to  elect  an 
Editor  in  chief  to  edit  The  Messenger^  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  .— 

Tour  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  joint  committee  of  the 
Synods  of  the  United  States  and  of  Pittsburgh  with  power  to  confirm 
and  carry  out  the  new  arrangement  proposed  in  reference  to  the  Board 
of  Publication,  respectfully  report,  that  they  met,  in  joint  Conference 
with  the  Committees  above  mentioned,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  during  the 
regular  sessions  of  the  Eastern  Synod;  and  after  consultation  and 
with  great  unanimity  acquiesced  in  the  new  arrangement  ratified  by 
the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an 
editor  in  chief.  The  choice  fell  upon  Rev.  Dr.  P.  S.  Davis,  who  was 
duly  notified,  and  subsequently  gave  notice  of  his  acceptance,  and  has 
entered  upon  the  work. 

E.  E.  HiGBEE,  Chairman. 


Revs.  F.  Fox,  J.  Ziegler,  J.  C.  Hensell,  G.  H.  Martin,  J.  S.  Kief- 
fer,  A.  J.  Whitmore,  Wm.  C.  Schaeffer,  Wm.  A.  Gring,  E.  N. 
Eremer,  and  M.  L.  Shuford  were  severally  excused  for  their  non- 
attendance  upon  the  present  meeting  of  Synod. 


On  Friday  afternoon,  Revs.  J.  0.  Miller,  I.  G.  Brown,  and  0.  E. 
Lake  were  appointed  a  Committee,  through  which  all  applications  for 
leave  of  absence  were  to  be  made,  and  the.r  report,  submitted  shortly 
before  final  adjournment,  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  following  members  of  Sjnod  obtained  leave  of  absence  and 
left  before  the  sessions  closed,  viz.  Revs.  U.  H.  Heilman,  H.  Wissler, 
H.  Talhelm,  W.  Goodrich,  W.  D.  Lefevre,  W.  H.  Herbert,  H.  H.  W. 
Hibihhman,  J.  Sechler,  A.  G.  Dole,  G.  W.  Glessner,  F.  W.  Vander- 
sloot,  L  M.  Motter,  P.  A.  Long,  I.  G.  Brown,  E.  E.  Higbee,  and  A. 
Spangler,  and  Elders  J.  HefiBefinger,  J.  Ditzler,  E.  Williard,  J.  Mid- 
dlekauff,  J.  F.  Crawn,  J.  Hartman,  W.  H.  Bargelt,  J.  Seibert,  P. 
Aulabaugh,  P.  Stambaugh,  S.  B.  Snively,  W.  Bosscrt,  D.  S.  Firor, 
J.  Heyser,  J.  Roth,  and  W.  H.  Enode. 


A  point  of  order  was  raised  in  regard  to  the  custom  of  requiring 
members  of  the  Synod,  who  may  fail  to  appear  at  the  opening 
session  of  the  Synod,  to  render  an  excuse  for  tardiness  when  they  ap- 
pear upon  the  floor  of  Synod  at  a  subsequent  session,  and  it  was  de- 
cided that  hereafter  such  practice  be  omitted,  and  that  such  persons, 
be  regarded  as  amenable  to  their  respective  Classes  in  the  case  of 
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ministers,  and  to  tlieir  proper  pastoral  charges  in  the  case  of  delegated 
elders. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

EESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  moved  and  adopted,  viz. : 

Hesolvedy  That  the  most  hearty  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  hereby 
tendered  to  the  Pastor,  Consistory,  and  members  of  Trinity  Reformel 
Gharch  of  York,  Pa.,  and  also  to  the  members  of  the  other  Reformed 
congregations  and  other  citizens  of  the  place,  for  their  kind  enter- 
tainment and  liberal  hospitality  extended  to  U3,  during  our  present 
sessions  in  their  midst. 

Besolved,  That  the  Pastor  of  Trinity  Church  be  directed  to  read 
the  foregoing  resolution  from  his  pulpit,  and  have  it  published  in  the 
daily  papers  of  York. 

ResttlveJy  further,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed 
to  return  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  to  the  Officers  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Central,  the  Northern  Central,  the  Western  Maryland,  the 
Cumberland  Valley,  the  Hanover  Branchy  the  Gettysburg,  and  the 
Broad. Top  Railroad  Companies  for  their  kindness  in  making  pro- 
vision to  pass  the  members  of  Synod  over  their  respective  roads  at 
reduced  rates  of  fare. 


The  Synodical  Roll  was  then  called  final ly,  acd  the  following  mem- 
bers were  found  absent  without  permission,  viz. 

Rev.  A.  Wanner,  and  Elders  lianiel  Hamm,  Augustus  Waltman, 
Josiah  Thomas,  and  Jacob  Law. 

The  Minutes  were  then  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Re$o1vedj  I'hat  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  in  Convention. 

Besolved,  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  annual  Sessions  in  the 
First  Reformed  Church  of  Baltimore,  Sid.,  on  Wednesday,  the  17th 
day  of  October,  A.  D.  1877,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Adjourned  with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  prayer,  the 
doxology,  and  the  Apostolic  Benediction  by  the  President. 

D.  Oans,  Prmdent. 

Official  Copy  from  the  Original  Minutes. 

Attest,    Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk.   . 
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ART.  I.  Opening  of  Synod. 

ART.  II.  Members  Present. 

ART.  III.  Election  of  Officers. 

ART.  IV.  Rules  of  Order. 

ART.  V.  Appointment  of  Standing  Committees. 

1.  On  Religious  Services. 

2.  On  Minutes  of  Synod, 
8.  On  Overtures. 

4.  On  Minutes  of  Classes.  j 

5.  On  Exatnination,  lAcensure^  and  Ordination. 
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ART.  XXI.  Miscellaneous. 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


<•» 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

^f  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 

StiteSy  cU  its  Annual  Sessions  y  convened  in  Convention,  in  Ba'ti- 

more  J  Afd. ,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 

One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Seventy-seven. 

The  Sessions  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the  Set*- 

enteenth,  and  continued  until  the  night  of 

the  Twenty-third  day  of  the  month, 

inclusive,  at  eleven  o'clock. 


ARTICLE  I. 


OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Synod  convened  m  Convention,  on  Wednesday  evening,  October 
17th,  A.  D.  1877,  at  7i  o'clock,  in  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  the 
Oity  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  pursuant  to  appointment  of  last  annual  meet- 
ing, and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious  services.  The  President 
of  the  previous  year,  Rev.  Daniel  Gans,  D.  D.,  preached  the  opening 
sermon  from  1  John  5:12 — "i/c  that  hath  tJie  Son,  hath  life;  he  that 
hath  not  the  Son  of  God,  hath  not  life.'' 


ARTICLE  IL 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.    PROM   THE   CLA88I8   OP   ZION. 

Ministers. — Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  John  Ault,  Jacob  D.  Zehring, 
Bhinehart  R.  Smith,  Aaron  Wanner,  Aaron  Spangler,  Francis  S.  Linda- 
man,  Reuben  Rauhauser,  Israel  S.  Weisz,  D.  D.,  William  H.  Herbert, 
Andrew  J.  Heller,  George  W.  Glessner,  D  D.,  John  Kretzing,  J.  Mar- 
ion Mickley,  E.  Garver  Williams,  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  William 
F.  Colliflower,  and  William  R.  H.  Deatrich. 

Elders. — Charles  A.  Shultz.  Solomon  Schwartz,  Emanuel  Krone, 
JTaoob  March,  Charles  Young,  George  W.  Hench,  John  Wehler,  John 
Hager,  Heniy  Hartzel,  Michael  McSherry,  Jacob  Miller,  Alfred  H. 
Addams,  Samuel  R. Weaver,  Henry  M.  Cockliu,  and  John  Hefflefinger. 


II.   FROM   THE   GLASSIS   OF   MARYLAND. 

.  Ministers. — Joseph  W.  Santee,  D.  D.,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  Wil- 
liam Goodricli,  Simon  S.  Miller,  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  Daniel  Ghuis,  D» 
D.,  Mortimore  L.  Shuford,  P.  Allison  Long,  Orange  E.  Lake,  Joel  T. 
Rossiter,  Nehemiah  H.  Skyles,  Henry  Wissler,  T.  Franklin  Hoffineier^ 
Charles  H.  Coon,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  John  G.  Noes,  Anthony  Shalen- 
berger,  Jonas  B.  Shoutz,  George  L.  Staley,  D.  D.,  Abner  R.  Kremery 
and  licentiate  George  M.  Zach  arias. 

m 

Elders. — Andrew  Weagly,  Louis  Markell,  John  Shifler,  Darid  Zel- 
ler,  George  Frank,  Jacob  H.  Hinea,  Groldsboro  8.  Griffith,  David  8. 
Firor,  Hanson  T.  Rudy,  Christian  M.  Keedy,  Peter  B.  Mikesell,  Josh- 
ua Albaugh,  Joseph  Seibert,  and  J.  Taylor  Motter. 

III.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   MERCERSBURO. 

Ministers. — William  M.  Deatrick,  Isaac  ,G.  Brown,  A.  Carl  Whit- 
mer,  John  H.  Sykes,  William  D.  Lefevre,  John  A.  Peters,  Ellis  N^ 
Kremer,  David  N.  Dittmar,  John  M.  Schick,  William  I.  Stewart, 
Isaac  M.  Motter,  William  C.  Cremer,  Milton  H.  Sangi^e,  Albert  G. 
Dole,  Henry  I.  Comfort,  David  W.  Ebbert,  Jacob  Hassler,  Elnathan 
E.  Higbee,  D.  D.,  and  David  M.  Whitmore. 

Eiders. — Isaac  H.  Keefer,  John  P.  Reed,  William  Neff,  Joseph 
Stickle,  Josiah  P.  Diehl,  George  W.  Betz,  Jacob  B.  Rcsser,  Andrew 
R.  Sohnebly,  David  Dunn,  George  Koons,  and  J.  Rhawm  Pague. 

IV.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   VIRGINIA. 

Ministers. — Henry  St  John  Rinker,  Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D., 
Charles  G.  Fisher,  Henry  Tallhelm,  John  C.  Bowman,  Anderson  J. 
Whitmore,  Barton  R.  Carnahan,  George  H.  Martin,  D.  D.,  John  A. 
Hoffheins,  and  Joseph  S.  Loose. 

Eiders. — John  H.  Bauserman,  William  A.  Mohler,  Henry  W.  Rol- 
ler, Charlea  P.  Matthaei,  Richard  L.  Gray,  Emanuel^taley,  and  Wil- 
liam W.  Wenner. 

V.    FROM    THE   CLASSIS   OF    NORTH    CAROLINA. 


VI.   FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF   SAN    FRANCISCO. 


Note.— A  number  of  members  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  Synod  after  the  first 
session,  and  hence  their  names  do  not  occur  in  the  order  in  which  uey  would  hame  ap- 
peared, had  thev  been  present  at  the  formation  of  the  Roll  at  the  opening  i 
number  of  memoen  alw)  were  granted  leave  of  absence  from  day  to  day. 


ADVISORY   MEMBERS. 

From  tJie  Synod  of  the  United  States. — Revs.  W.  E  Krebs,  C.  S. 
Oerhard,  G.  H.  Johnston,  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  J.  S.  Vandersloot,  and 
licentiate  F.  J.  Sauerbier. 

IVom  the  St/nod  of  Plttfiburgh. — Revs.  H.  W.  Hoffmeier,  and  J. 
JilcConnell. 

From  the  Synod  of  Ohio, — Rev.  H.  F.  Long. 

FSrom  the  German  Synod  nf  the  East. — Revs.  C.  Cast,  J.  C.  Hauser, 
M.  Bachman,  J.  W.  Ebbinghaus,  and  G.  Facins. 

From  Mercershurg  Classis. — Elders  J.  Heyser,  and  A.  B.  Wingerd. 

Fr^  Maryland  Classis. — Elder  Wm.  A.  Rodenmayer. 

MINISTERS   OP   OTHER   CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  ministers,  residents  of  Baltimore,  was 
-announced  from  time  to  time,  during  the  sessions  of  Synod,  viz. : 

Revs.  A.  M.  Courtney,  L.  M.  Gardner,  F.  L.  Bishop,  and  T.  L. 
Poulson  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  Rev.  Dr  Murkland,  Rev. 
Dr.  Lefevre,  and  Rev.  R.  L.  McMurran  of  the  Presbyterian  Church ; 
Hev.  J.  C.  Bark  Walter  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church ;  and 
Kev.  B.  W.  Bond  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 


ARTICLE  IIL 


ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  John  A.  Peters  was  chosen  President. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick  is  Stated  Clerk. 

Rev.  J.  S.  Kieffer  was  elected  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Elder  Louis  MarkcU  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  reading  of  the  Rules  of  Order  was  dispensed  with  for  the  prea- 
«nt  annual  meeting.  .  The  Synod  then  defined  the  Bar  of  the  House, 
in  accordance  with  the  Rules  of  Order. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  the  opening  and  closing  of 
the  current  sessions  of  Synod,  viz. : 

The  daily  session  to  open  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  close  at  1}  o'clock, 
P.  M.  No  afternoon  sessions  were  held.  Evening  sessions  were  held 
on  Saturday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday  evenings. 


4 


ARTICLE  V. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees,  viz. : 

Religious  Services. — Revs  J.  T.  Rossiter,  D.  Gans,  J.  Kreteing^ 
and  Elders  C.  A.  Shultz,  and  W.  Neff. 

Minutes  of  Synod. — Revs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  W.  Goodrich,  A.  Wan- 
ner, and  Elders  D.  Zeller,  and  S.  Schwartz. 

Overtures. — Revs  H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  A.  C.  Geary,  S.  S.  Miller,  and 
Elders  J.  Shifler,  and  E.  Krone. 

Minutes  of  Class  is. — Revs.  W.  C.  Cremer,  N.  H.  Skyles,  C.  G* 
Fisher,  and  Elders  G.  S.  Griffith,  and  J.  P.  Reed. 

Examination,  Licensure,  ami  Ordination. — Revs.  G.  W.  Glees- 
ner,  J.  W.  Santee,  I.  S.  Weisz,  and  Elders  I.  H.  Keefer,  and  P.  B» 
Mikesell. 

State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. — ^Revs^  J.  S.  Kieflfer,  J» 
Ault,  E.  N.  Kremcr,  and  Elders  L.  Markell,  and  J.  6.  Resser. 

Missions.^— ReY9.  J.  0.  Miller,  J.  H..  Sykes,  M.  L.  Snuford,  and 
Elders  H.  Hartzel,  and  C.  M.  Keedy. 

finance. — Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  A.  J.  Heller,  H.  Tallhelm,  and 
Elders  C.  Young,  and  D.  S.  Firor. 

Nominations. — Revs.  S.  N.  Callender,  A.  C.  Whitmer,  H.  Wisslery 
and  Elders  J.  Hager,  and  G.  Frank. 


ARTICLE  VI. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutt»s  of  the  Classes  of  Mercersburg,  Zion,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ]VIinut«s  ©r 
Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  SUte  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Re- 
ports, which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  read,  and  then 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  purpose  of  being  audited. 

3.  The  Annual  Reporte  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Superin* 
tendent  of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of 
Home  Missions  of  the  three  District  Synods  of  the  United  States,  Pitts- 
burgh, and  Put^>mac,  wore  received,  severally  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

4.  Eight  other  Communications  were  received,  and  referred  to  the- 
Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

RELIGIOUS^ERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  ita  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  Re- 
ligions Services,  viz. : 

1.  AU  the  sessions  were  opened  and  closed  ^with  suitable  religious 
services. 

2.  The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  reported,  as  follows,  which 
was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submit  the  following  as  their 
report,  viz. : 

SERVICES   IN  CONNECTION  WITH   THE   SYNOD,  IN   FIRST  REFORMED 

CHURCH. 

Thursday  Evening, — Sermon  by  Rev.  G.  H.  Johnston. 

Friday  j&t«?nV^.— -Synodical  Sunday-school  Board's  services,  con- 
ducted by  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith,  member  of  the  Sunday-school  Board. 
Addresses  by  Revs.  I.  S.  Weisz  and  A.  J.  Heller,  on  the  Necessary 
Qualifications'of  the  Sunday-school  Superintendent  and  Teaoher ;  Revs. 
J.  W.  Santee  and  J.  fl.  Sykes,  on  the  Missionary  Aspect  of  the  Sun- 
day-school Work  ;  and  Revs.  A.  C.  Whitmer  and  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  on 
the  Relation  of  the  Sunday-school  to  the  Catechetical  Class. 

Saturday  Afternoon. — Services  preparatory  to  the  Holy  Communi- 
on :  sermon  by  Rev.  S.  N.  Callander,  assisted  by  Revs.  J.  S.  Kieffer 
and  T.  F.  Hoffmeier. 

Sunday  Morning. — Celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper:  sermon  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Higbee,  assisted  by  Revs.  J.  A.JPeters,  S.  S.  Miller,  W.  M. 
Deatrick,  and  C.  G.  Fisher. 

Sunday  Afternoon, — Sunday-school  services.  Addresses  by  Revs. 
A.  C.  Whitmer,  and  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich. 

Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach. 

Services  in  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Mission  on  Thursday  Evening, — 
Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller. 

Sunday  Forenoom — Sunday-school  addresses  by  Revs.  J.  W.  Santee, 
and  J.  A.  Hofflieinff. 

SERVICES   IN   OTHER   CHURCHES. 

Third  Reformed  Church. — Friday  Evening  Preparatory  services : 
sermon  by  Rev.  J.  Ault.  Suiulay  Morning :  Sunday-school  addresses 
to  Sunday-school  by  Revs.  J.  C.  Bowman,  T.  S.  Weisz,  A.  C.  Geary, 
and  W.  E.  Krebs.  Sunday  Morning^  Holy  Communion :  sermon  by 
Bev.  Dr.  Kremer. 

Fourth  Reformed  Church  (German). — Sunday  Morning :  sermon 
by  Rev.  J.  D.  Zehring. 

Fifth  Reformed  Church  (German). — Sunday  Moi'ning:  sermon  by 
Bev.  A.  Wanner.     Sunday  Eoeni"g :  sermon  by  Rev.  A.  Spangler. 
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Sixth  Reformed  Church  (German). — Sunday  Evening :  sermon  bj 
Rev.  R.  R.  Smith. 

High  Street  M,  E.  Church. — Sunday  Evening:  sennon  by  Rev.  I. 
S.  Weisz. 

Eastern  Avenue  M.  E.  Church. — Sunday  Evening :  sennon  bj 
Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher. 

Greenmount  Avenue  M,  E.  Church. — Sunday  Morning :  sermon  bj 
Rev.  W.  I.  Stewarf . 

Holland  Street  M.  E.  Church  South, — Sunday  Morning :  sermon 
by  Rev.  J.  Kretzing.     Sunday  Evening :  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Schick. 

Third  Lutheran  Church. — Sunday  Morning :  sermon  by  Rev.  D.  N. 
Dittmar. 

City  /ail. — Sunday  Afttmoon  :  sermon  by  Rev.  M.  H.  Sangree. 

Maryland  Penitentiary. — Sunday  Afternoon :  addresses  by  Revs.  C. 
S.  Gerhard,  S.  N.  Callender,  and  W.  Goodrich. 

St.  Stephen*  s  Reformed  Church  of  Washington  City. — Services  by 
Revs.  J.  S.  Kieffer  and  G.  L.  Staley. 

Respcetfrilly  submitted, 

J.  T.  RossiTER,  Chairman. 

The  religious  services,  as  appointed  by  the  Committee,  were  several- 
ly observed. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 


MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  publicly  by 
Synod  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  printed  Minutes  of  last  year  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report  the  items  of 
unfinished  business  claiming  the  attention  of  this  meeting. 

Subsequently,  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  received,  considered  item  by  item,  adopted 
as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Minutes  of  Synod  for 
last  year,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  items  of  unfinished  business 
requiring  the  attention  of  the  present  sessions  of  Synod,  to  wit : 

Item  1,  'page  32.  An  apportionment  for  Home  Missions  is  made 
upon  the  respective  Classes  of  Synod. 

Item  2,  page  32.  An  ai)propriation  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  is  made 
to  the  Missionary  Board  of  Iowa  Classis  fur  missions  within  its  limits, 
and  also  a  like  sum  to  the  missionary  work  in  the  bounds  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Classis. 

Item  3,  page  34.  The  terms  of  office  of  Rev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatricb 
and  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions  expired 
October  1st,  1877.  It  will  bo  necessary  for  this  Synod  to  elect  two 
members  to  fill  their  places  in  the  Board. 


Item  4 J  page  36.  An  assessment  for  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod  is 
made  upon  the  several  Classes. 

Item  5,  page  36.  A  deficit  in  the  amount  needed  to  refund  the  Two 
Thousand  Dollars  borrowed  for  the  immediate  Helief  of  the  Reformed 
Church  Publicati'm  Board,  as  authorized  by  the  Synod  of  Winchester, 
is  reported. 

Item  6,  page  37.  The  term  of  office  of  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  will  expire  January  Ist,  1878.  Syn- 
od is  required  to  elect  a  member  to  take  his  place  in  said  Board. 

Jtem  7,  page  38.  The  term  of  service  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee  as  a 
member  of  the  Sunday-school  Board  ends  at  this  meeting  of  Synod. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  Synod  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Jtem  8,  page  38.  The  action  of  the  Synod  of  Winchester,  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  Sunday-school  Board  either  to  prepare,  or  have  pre- 
pared, a  Manual,  givinir  a  concise,  practical,  and  popular  account  of  the 
general  idea  and  scheme  of  the  Church  Year,  with  specific  detailed  state- 
ments of  the  significance  of  the  separate  days  and  seasons,  and  the  log- 
ical order  of  thought  contained  in  them,  is  re-iterated. 

Item  9,  page  38.  Friday  Evening  of  the  present  sassions  of  Synod 
is  set  apart  for  the  specific  purpose  of  considering  the  work  and  inter- 
ests of  the  Sunday-school  cause. 

Item  10,  page  39.  The  Classis  of  North  Carolina  is  commanded  and 
enjoined  to  desist  from  the  use  of  any  other  Hymn  Book  by  her  con- 
gregations than  those  already  allowed,  until  the  General  Synod  grants 
such  permission. 

Item  11^  page  39.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  communicate 
the  foregoing  action  of  Synod  forthwith  to  the  President  of  said  Classis. 

Item  12,  page  40.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  have  Twelve 
Hundred  and  Fifty  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  sessions 
published,  and  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 

Item  IS,  page  41.  The  Synod  earnestly  recommends  the  Classes  to 
make  renewed  efforts  to  increase  the  circulation  of  The  Messenger. 

Item  14,  page  41.  The  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board  is  re- 
quested so  to  prepare  its  financial  statements  as  to  show  clearly  the  ac- 
tual loss  or  gain,  during  each  current  year. 

Item  15,  page  47.  The  Special  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Synod 
of  Hanover,  to  prepare  and  publish,  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  Com- 
mittee frf»m  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  an  edition  of  '*  Hymns  for 
the  Reformed  Church"  with  wimsic,  is  continued. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 

Wm.   (xOODRICH, 

A.  Wanner, 
D.  Zeller. 
Solomon  Schwartz, 

Committee. 
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For  the  action  of  Synod  on  items  1,  2,  and  3,  see  Article  XI V.^ 
Missions ;  on  iten  s  4,  5,  and  6,  see  Article  XV.,  Finance ;  on  items- 
7,  8,  and  9,  see  Article  XVIII.,  Sunday-schools;  on  10  and  11,  see 
Article  XIX..  Church  Government;  and  on  items  12,  13, 14, and  15^ 
see  Article  XX.,  Publication. 


ARTICLE  IX. 


OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  their  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived, acted  on  item  by  item,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows,  vis. : 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  begs  leave  to^  present  the  following 
report: 

Iteni  1.  The  Report  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board, 
for  the  year  ending  Octf»ber  Iht,  1877,  accompanied  by  an  itemized  and 
summarized  statement  of  its  financial  condition. 

Item  2.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  which  the  Board,  through  its  officers, 
makes  sundr}'  suggestions  to  this  Synod,  for  its  consideration  :  and  ac- 
companying this  Report  is  the  Treasurer's  account,  exhibiting  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Institution. 

Item  3.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

TUm  4.  A  communication  from  Rev.  F.  Fox,  Secretary  of  the 
Classis  of  San  Francisco,  notifying  the  Synod  of  the  fact,  that  said 
Classis  had  failed  to  hold  any.  meeting  during  the  last  Synodical  year, 
in  conse<juence  of  Rev.  L.  C.  Edmonds  being  in  the  east  at  the  time 
appointed  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Classis,  together  with  the 
heavy  expenses  that  would  necesijarily  have  to  be  incurred  by  those 
members  living  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  in  order  to  go  to  Stockton, 
California,  the  place  of  meeting. 

Item  5.     A  letter  from  Rev    J.   Gantenbein  of  Portland,  Oregon  ; 
1st,  asking  to  bo  excused  for  non-attendance  upon  the  present  meeting 
of  Synod ;  2nd,  pleading  most  earnestly  and  piteously  for  payment  of 
what  is  due  him,  for  past  services,  by  our  Missionary  Board. 

Item  6.  A  paper  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States,  directing  the  attention  of  the  Synod  to  the  subject  of  its  ratio 
of  representation  in  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Lanca,ster,  Pa. 

Item  7.  An  appeal,  from  the  Second  Reformed  Church  of  Hagers- 
town,  Md.,  for  aid  in  support  of  its  pastor. 

Item  8.     A  communication  from  a   Committee  of  the  Maryland 
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Classis,  requesting  the  aid  of  this  and  the  two  other  Eastern  Sjnod9  in 
f^e  establishing  of  an  English  Reformed  Church  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. Respectfully  submitted, 

Hy.  St.  J.  RiNKER, 
Simon  S.  Miller, 
John  Shifler, 
Emanuel  Krone, 

Committee. 

Per  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  XX.,  Publication  ; 
2^  items  2,  3,  and  6,  see  Article  XIII.,  Education ;  and  on  items  4, 
^>  T,  and  8,  see  Article  XIV.,  Missions. 


ARTICLE  X. 


MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  presented  their  report,  which 
^as  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  amended,  then  adopted  as  a 
'Whole,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Classes  submit  the  following  as 
their  report : 

I.  irreqularities. 

1.  North  Carolina  Classis  failed  to  furnish  the  Synod  with  a  copy  of 
its  Minutes  for  the  past  Synodieal  year. 

2.  San  Francisco  Classis  failed  in  the  same  particular. 

II.  requests  and  recommendations. 

None. 

HI.  appeals  and  complaints. 

1.  Rev.  A.  Spangler  complains  to  Synod  of  the  action  of  Zion's 
Classis,  in  regard  to  the  restoration  of  F.  E.  Vandersloot  to  the  Holy 
Ministry. 

2.  Elder  A.  H.  Addams  complains  to  Synod  of  the  action  of  Zion's 
Classis  in  r^ard  to  the  deposition  from  the  Holy  Ministry  of  0.  L. 
Ashenfelter,  and  his  expulsion  from  the  Communion  of  the  Church. 

IV.  subjects  referred  to  classes. 

Zion*s,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  and  Virginia  (Masses  have  taken 
&vorable  action  upon  the  following  subjects :  Home  Missions,  increased 
circulation  of  The  Messenger^  Orphan's  Home,  and  Society  for  the  Re- 
lief of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers. 
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y.    LICENSED,  ORDAINED,  RECEIVED,  AND  DISMISSED. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  received  licentiate  E.  Garrer  Williams  from  the 
Philadelphia  Classis,  and  ordained  him ;  receive(i  Rev.  Solomon  B. 
Schafer  from  the  Merceraburg  Classis,  Rev.  J.  Marion  Mickley  from 
the  Tuscarawas  Classis,  and  Rev.  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  from  the 
Lancaster  Classis,  Synod  of  the  United  States ;  dismissed  Rev.  James 
I.  Good  to  the  Philadelphia  Classis;  restored  F.  E.  Vandersloot  to  the 
Holy  Ministry  ;  and  deposed  0.  L.  Ashenfelter  from  the  Christian 
Ministry,  and  expelled  him  from  the  Communion  of  the  Church. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  licensed  George  M.  Zacharias ;  ordained  the  li- 
centiate Charles  II.  Coon  ;  received  Rev.  Ambrose  C.  Geary  from  the 
Mercersburg  Classis,  Rev.  Anthony  Shulenberger  from  the  Iowa  Clas- 
sis, Rev.  John  G.  Noss  from  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  Rev.  William 
Rupp  from  the  Somerset  Classis,  and  Rev.  Jonas  6.  Shontz  from  the 
East  Susquehanna  Classis  ;  and  dismissed  Rev.  John  M.  Souder  tothe 
Allegheny  Classis. 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis  licensed  Henry  S.  Gamer  ^nd  John  M. 
North  ;  ordained  the  licentiate  David  W.  Ebbert ;  received  Rev.  Wil- 
liam A.  Gring  from  the  Maryland  Classis  ;  dismissed  Rev.  Solomon  B. 
Schafer  to  the  Zion's  Classis,  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Bridenbaugh  to  the  Som- 
erset Classis,  and  Rev.  Harrison  H.  W.  Hibshman  to  the  East  Penn- 
sylvania Classis. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  licensed  and  ordained  Barton  R.  Camahan. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis 


6.  San  Francisco  Classis:  No  change. 

VI.    PLACE  AND  TIME  OF  THE  NEXT  ANNUAL  MEETINGS  OP  THl 

CLASSES. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  will  meet  at  Blain,  Perry  County,  Pa ,  on  Satur- 
day, June  1st,  1878,  at  8  o'clock,  A.  M.  Rev.  I.  S.  Weisz,  D.  D., 
Pretident,  and  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  Clerk. 

2.  Maryland  Clas«is  will  meet  at  Mechauicstown,  Frederick  County, 
Md.,  on  Friday,  May  31st,  1878,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  E.  R. 
Eschbach,  Pres'dentj  and  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  Stated  Clerk, 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis  will  meet  at  Bedford,  Bedford  County,  Pa , 
on  Thursday,  April  25th,  1878,  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  J.  Hassler, 
President,  and  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Michael's  Church,  Rockingham 
County,  Va.,  on  Friday,  May  31st,  1878,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev. 
J.  S.  Loose,  President,  and  Rev.  H.  St.  John  Rinker,  Stated  Cltrk- 
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5.  North  CaroliDa  Classis  will  meet  in  Mount  Zion  Church,  Rowan 
County,  N.  C,  on  Thursday,  May  23rd,  1878,  at  o'clock 

lev. ,  Pretident,  and  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  D.  D.,  Stated 

Clerk. 

6.  San  Francisco  Classis  will  meet  in  Stockton,  California,  on  Sat> 
urday,  June  1st,  1878,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  J.  H.  Krueger^ 
President,  and  Rev.  F.  Fox,  Stated  Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  Cremer, 
N.  H.  Skyles, 
Charles  G.  Fisher, 
Jno.  p.  Reed, 

(hmmittee. 

The  items  were  severally  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  those  under 
the  heading  of  Appeals  and  Complaints;  for  Synod's  action  on  which,, 
•ee  Article  XVII.,  Complaints. 


ARTICLE  XI. 


EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  and  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  offered 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  would 
respectfully  report,  that  no  applicants  for  licensure  came  hefore  the  Com> 
mittee  for  examination.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Santee, 
I.  S.  Weisz, 
Peter  B.  Mikesell, 
I.  H.  Keeper, 

Committee. 


ARTICLE  XIL 


STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL 

REPORTS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports 
made  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals  would  respectfully 
present  to  this  Synod  the  following  report.  They  have  received  and  care- 
jully  considered  the  reports  on  the  state  of  religion  laid  before  this  Synod 
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by  the  several  Classes  belonging  to  it,  and  have  taken  into  consideration 
also,  whatever  lacts  they  were  able  to  observe  that  might  directly  or  indi- 
rectly assist  them  in  accomplishing  their  object ;  notwithstanding  which, 
they  feel  very  great  diffidence  in  pronouncing  judgment  upon  so  grave  a 
subject. 

The  reports  that  have  come  before  us  from  the  Classes  are,  in  the  main, 
of  an  encouraging  nature.  From  them  we  learn  that  the  work  of  the  Gos- 
pel has,  during  the  past  vear,  been  carried  regularly  and  faithfully  forward 
in  the  congregations  un^or  the  care  of  this  Synod  ;  that  there  has  been,  for 
the  most  part,  a  diligent  and  faithful  use  of  the  means  of  grace  by  the 
members  of  the  Church  ;  that  children  and  youth  have,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  Church,  been  carefully  instructed  in  the  doctrines  and  duties 
of  our  holy  religion  ;  that  the  increase  of  the  membership  of  the  Church, 
while  by  no  means  exceptionally  large,  manifests  a  reasonable  degree  of 
healthy  growth  and  progress  ;  that,  in  general,  the  people  have  walked 
worthy  of  their  vocation  as  Christians  ;  that  there  has  b«.*en  increased  in- 
terest and  activity  in  the  Sunday  School  work ;  that  dissension  has  been 
well-nigh  unknown  within  our  bounds,  and  such  a  degree  of  peace  and 
harmony  has  prevailed  as  ought  to  be  favorable  in  the  highest  degree  to 
spiritual  growth. 

It  is,  without  doubt,  exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  Synod,  to  receive 
these  accounts  of  the  spiritual  growth  and  prosperity  of  its  congregations. 
Respecting  the  points  upon  which  these  reports  chiefly  dwell,  we  are  con- 
vinced that  there  has  been  no  overstatement.  We  are  satisfied  that,  in 
general,  the  state  of  religion,  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  has  been 
good  ;  that  there  has  been  a  vast  amount  of  earnest,  humble  and  i^elf-de- 
nying  labor,  for  Christ's  sake,  on  the  part  of  Pastors,  Sldeis  and  Deacons, 
as  also  of  the  Professors  in  our  institutions  of  learning ;  and  that  this  ac- 
tivity has  been  blessed  by  God  to  the  spiritual  good  of  the  thousands  of 
Christian  people  under  our  care. 

Partly,  however,  from  the  reports  themselves,  and  partly  from  such  a 
general  survey  of  the  state  of  religion  in  the  Synod,  as  various  circum- 
stances have  enabled  us  to  take,  the  Committee  have  received  impressions, 
which  it  would  be  unfair  not  to  set  forth  side  by  side  with  those  already 
presented.  It  will  hardly  be  questioned  by  any  one  at  all  familiar  with 
the  affairs  of  this  Synod,  that,  while  there  is  much  to  be  thankful  for,  there 
is  much,  also,  that  ought  to  awaken  our  very  serious  anxiety  and  concern. 
It  is  possible,  to  some  extent,  to  infer  the  state  of  religion  in  the  Synod 
from  the  condition  of  the  manifold  works  which  it  is  carrying  forward  for 
the  advancement  of  Christ's  kingdom.  A  sound  and  vigorous  piety  will 
naturally  reveal  itself  in  the  earnestness  and  vigor  with  which  such  works 
are  prosecuted  ;  while  any  languishing  in  this  respect  would  seem  to  in- 
dicate a  corresponding  weakness  in  the  religious  life  of  which  these  move- 
ments are  the  utterance.  Judging  in  this  way,  we  are  of  the  opinion  and 
must  in  this  report  express  the  opinion,  that  the  state  of  religion  in  our 
midst  is  far  less  prosperous  than  we  ought  to  expect.  The  sacred  work 
of  missions  languishes ;  the  cause  of  Christian  education  is  more  Oi*  less 
neglected  ;  our  institutions  of  learning,  so  worthy  of  our  confidence  and 
support,  are  but  poorly  supported  ;  of  scarcely  any  work  in  which  this 
Synod  is  engagcu  can  it  be  said  that  it  is  vigorously  and  successfully 
carried  forward  No  one,  we  suppose,  would  claim  that  the  present  con- 
dition of  Christian  work  in  this  Synod  corresponds,  in  any  high  degree, 
to  the  bright  anticipations  and  hopes  which  \U  founders  and  friends 
cherished  for  it  at  the  time  of  its  organization.  On  the  contrary,  there 
seems  to  be  a  pause  in  its  onward  march ;  a  languor  in  the  religious 
life  of  the  congregations ;  a  dearth  of  those  noble  deeds  of  Christian  ser- 
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vice,  those  noble  acts  of  Christian  liberality,  which  are  scarcely  ever  alto- 
gether wanting  where  piety  is  in  a  thriving  condition.  This  state  of  af- 
fairs is,  without  doubt,  due,  in  large  part,  to  causes  of  such  a  nature  that 
it  would  be  great  injustice  to  regard  it  as  a  necessary  indication  of  a  lack  of 
true  religion.  But,  making  all  due  allowance  for  this,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  does,  to  some  extent,  indicate  a  low  degree  of  piet}'  and  devotion. 
If  this  be  so,  we  ought  to  have  the  candor  to  acknowledge  it;  we  need  to 
humble  ourselves  for  it;  and,  as  we  may  sing  a  hymn  of  thanksgiving 
over  what  God  has  done  for  us,  and  what  He  has  enabled  us  to  do  fur  Him, 
we  must  chant  a  sorrowful  psalm  of  penitence,  also,  over  our  want  of. 
Christian  love,  and  our  lack  of  earnestness  in  Christian  work. 

The  best  remedy  for  this  evil,  so  far  as  the  evil  exists,  we  believe  to  be, 
not  so  much  in  directly  endeavoring  to  correct  it  at  this  point  or  that,  a.s, 
indirectly,  in  laboring  with  all   the  energy  we  possess,  and  praying  with 
■all  the  faith  we  can  summon,  for  the  dcv(*lopment,  in  ourselves  and  in  our 
people,  of  a  larger  and  nobler  type  of  Christian  character.     The  greatest 
aanger  to  which  we  are  now  exposed  we  believe  to  be  that  of  coldness  and 
apathy  with  respect  to  this  most  important  practical  matter.     And  this 
danger  is,  in  our  opinion,  an  indirect  and  incidental  result  of  a  movement 
which  has  itself  been  an   inestimable  blessing  to  the  Church.     We  have 
passed  through  a  stage  in  our  history  as  a  Church,  which  has  been  chiefly 
<jharacterizea  by  a  profound  interest  in  Christian  doctrine,  by  earnest  doc- 
trinal investigation  and  discussion,  and.  to  a  large  extent,  by  theological 
controversy.      This  movement  resulted   in  giving  us  such  a  superior  the- 
ology, such  a  noble  view  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  carries  in  itself, 
we  oelieve,  the  power  of  untold  blessing  for  the  Church.     It  was  accom- 
panied, however,  by  the  subtle  danger  of  begetting,  throughout  the  Church, 
a  vicious  appetite  for  discussion,  a  depraved  thirst  for  controversy,  an 
interest  in  doctrine,  simply  as  doctrine,  without  sufficient  reference  to  the 
supreme  necessity  of  carrying  forward  to  its  proper  results  in  the  sphere 
of  the  practical  Christian  life  whatever  may  have  been   gained  in  the 
sphere  of  doctrinal  truth.     This  by  no  means  uncommon  danger,  of  being 
interested  and  active  in  respect  of  doctrine,  cold,  indifferent  and  slow  in 
the  work  of  moulding  the  religious  life  in  accordance  with  the  doctrine, 
our  beloved  Church  has  not  altogether  escaped.     We  need  to  remember 
that,  whilst  we  have  come,  as  it  would  seem,  to  the  end  of  one  important 
stage  in  our  history,  we  have  just  come  to  the  beginning  of  another  equal- 
ly important.     It  would  be  fatal  to  us  to  suppose  (as  we  fear  the  Church 
has  been   in  danger  of  supposing)  that  we  have  in  any  sense  already  at- 
tained, or  may  in  any  sense  come  to  a  pause  in  our  work.     On  the  contrary, 
our  noble  theology  is  but  now  fairly  put  upon  its  trial ;  and,  little  will  it 
be  worth  to  us,  nay,  for  our  own  greater  condemnation  will  the  possession 
of  it  be,  unless,  in  our  hands,  it  prove  to  develope  actually,  as  we  believe 
it  to  have  the  capability  of  developing,  a  nobler  type  of  Christian  man- 
hood and  a  more  earnest  and  vigorous  Christian  activity.      To  see  this 
danger,  which  we  are  convinced  is  no  imaginary  one,  but  one  that  has 
been  very  real  and  very  near  to  us,  and  to  put  ourselves  on  our  guard 
against  it  will  be  one  of  the  first  necessary  steps,  and  will  of  itself  go  far  ' 
towards  bringing  about  a  more  healthy  and  prosperous  condition  of  re- 
ligion in  our  midst. 

In  concluding  this  report,  your  Committee  would  mention  the  fact  that, 
within  the  past  Synodical  year,  two  of  our  brethren  have  fallen  asleep  : 
the  Rev.  David  W.  Kelley  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Benjamin  Schneider.  Both 
were  faithful  ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Dr.  Schneider  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  useful  and  honored  life  as  a  missionary  in  foreign  lands. 
We  mention  the  names  of  these  brethren  reverently  and  affectionately  here ; 
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and  we  know  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Synod  that  we  should  express  here  its^ 
grateful  sense  of  appreciation  of  their  lahors  and  services  as  ministers  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

May  God  help  us  all  I     May  He  make  us  more  faithful  shepherds  of  the- 
people,  and  build  up  us,  and  the  people  under  our  care,  in  the  faith  and 
nope  of  the  Gospel,  unto  everlasting  life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  liord. 

J.  Spanolkr  Kikffes, 
John  Ault, 
Ellis  N.  Kbembr, 

J.    B.    RiSSER, 

Chmmittee. 

(For  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix.) 


ARTICLE  XIII. 


EDUCATION. 

REPORT  or  THE  BOARD  OP  EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  presented  its  annual  report,  which  was  re- 
ccivcdt  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac : — 

Your  Board,  at  its  meeting  in  York,  Pa.,  at  the  close  of  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  Synod,  elected  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  President^  and  Rev.  I.  Q-. 
Brown,  Secretary.     Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deutrick  was  continued  Th'easurer, 

The  Board  held  a  meeting  in  Mercersburg,  last  May,  at  the  close  of  the 
session  in  the  fost  Graduate  Department  of  Mercersburg  College,  and  at- 
tended the  examination  of  those  students  receiving  theological  instruction. 
The  examinations,  for  the  most  part,  proved  very  satisfactory  to  the  Board. 
The  Board  also  appointed  its  resident  members  a  committee  to  attend  the 
examinations  of  such  beneficiary  students,  as  are  connected  with  the  Ck)l- 
legiate  and  Preparatory  Departments  of  the  College.  Those  examinations 
took  place  in  June,  and  ineveryinsttmce  displayed  commendable  pro^re38 
on  the  part  of  our  beneficiary  students  in  College.  They  stand  well  in 
their  respective  classes. 

The  Board  regrets,  that  owing  to  the  protracted  illness  of  Rev.  Prof.  J. 
B  Kerschncr,  no  instruction  could  be  given  in  Hebrew,  during  the  past 
scholastic  year,  to  such  students  as  were  studying  theology.  This  want 
does  not  now  exist,  in-as-much  as  Prof.  Kerschner,  in  the  good  providence 
of  God,  has  been  enabled  to  resume  his  duties,  and  is  at  present  imparting 
instruction  in  the  Hebrew  language  and  Old  Testament  exegesis. 

The  Board,  for  its  guidance,  has  adopted  the  following  resolutions,  viz.: 

Resolved^  That  this  Board  will  not  receive  under  its  care  and  supervision 
any  student  as  a  beneficiary,  whose  scholarship-ffrade,  after  a  isXt  trial, 
does  not,  according  to  the  system  of  grading  scholarship  in  Marcersburg 
College,  exceed  that  styled  No.  3,  or  "Pas.sable ;''  and,  if  at  any  time,  the 
scholarship  of  a  beneficiary  student  should  fall  to  or  below  the  aforemen- 
tioned grade,  he  shall  be  discontinued  as  such. 

Resolved  J  further,  That  whenever  the  average  grade  of  scholarship  of  a 
beneficiary  student  does  not  at  least  equal  the  average  class-grade  of  his 
particular  class,  he  shall  be  solemnly  admonished  by  the  omeers  of  the 
Board  to  increased  diligence  and  faithfulness  in  his  studies. 
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Revived,  still  further,  That  whenever  a  beneficiary  student,  under  the 
<^are  of  this  Board,  shall  absent  himself  from  his  studies  for  more  than  one 
"^eek,  during  the  scholastic!  terms  of  the  College,  the  Treahurer  be  in- 
structed to  deduct,  in  paying  his  stii)end,  a  proportionate  amount  of  his 
^^nual  appropriation. 

When  the  present  Board  was  elected  by  the  Synod  of  Winchester,  it  was 
'or  the  term  of  three  years.  It  is  believed  that  this  Synod  ought  to  elect 
^Vo  additional  members  of  the  Board,  thus  making  it  to  consist  of  nine 
^^lembers,  instead  of  seven.  The  Synod  should  then  order,  thai  three  of 
^Viese  should  serve  for  one  vcur,  three  for  two  vears,  and  three  for  three 
^^ears,  and  also  instruct  the  members  of  the  Board,  so  augmented,  to  deter- 
*^"iine  among  themselves  their  respective  terms  of  service.  In  this  way, 
"^lie  terms  of  office  <'f  three  members  would  expire  annuuUy,  and  there 
'^^ould  alwwys  remain  in  the  Board  at  least  a  majority  of  those,  who  had 
^->iie  or  more  year's  ac(juaintance  with  its  workings. 

During  the  last  Synodical  year,  the  Board  had  under  its  immediate  car® 
^.nd  supervision  the  following  beneficiary  students,  to  who*  \  appropriations 
^ave  been  made  by  the  respective  Classes,  to  which  they  belong,  to  wit  : 

Mercersburfjf  Clasais : — Henry  S.  Garner,  Isaac  N.  Pei/^htel,  S.imuel  C. 
^Xl.ong,  W.  Wilberforce  Deatrick,  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg,  Albert  A.  Black, 
Daniel  H.  Leader,  George  B.  Resst'r,  and  Jonathan  W.  Miller, 

Mairyland  Class  is : — Louis  F.  Zinkhan,  and  Marion  L.  Firor. 

Virginia  Ctassis : — George  A.  Whitmore,  and  Samuel  L.  Whitmo'  ■. 

The  Board  has  taken  under  its  care,  during  the  past  year.  Christian  W. 
Summey  of  Virginia,  and  Charles  Irving  Baker  of  Maryland.  The  Mary- 
land Classis  has  promised  the  necessary  funds  to  meet  Mr.  Baker's  anpro- 
priation.  And  tne  pastoral  charges  of  Kevs.  Dr.  Miller  and  Dr.  Ziem  -of 
Zion's  Classis  stand  pledged  for  Mr.  Summey's  support  for  one  yen. ;  af.er 
which  the  Virginia  Classis  is  expected  to  support  him. 

In  addition  to  those  whose  names  have  already  been  mentioned,  t  le  fol- 
lowing theological  students  have  been  pursuing  their  studies  unuer  the 
care  and  direction  of  the  several  Classes  of  this  Bynod,  viz.  :  Goorge  M. 
Zacharias,  and  Henry  E.  Cook  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  Barton  R.  Ca-nr- 
han,  John  M.  North,  and  Samuel  T.  Wagner  at  Mercersburg,  Pa 

Messrs.  Carnahan  and  North,  having  completed  the  full  three  ^  a/s* 
course  of  theological  instruction  in  the  Post  ftraduate  Departmei  t  •  f 
Mercersburg  College,  were  licensed  to  preach  ♦'•e  Gospel,  lust  May,- -th  > 
former  by  tne  Virginia  Classis,  and  the  latter    j  ihe  Mercersburg  Clc^sis. 

Messrs.  Zacharias,  Zinkhan,  and  Garner  having  finished  the  full  S. mi- 
nary  Course  at  Lancaster,  have  also  been  licensed.  Mr.  Garnei  wus 
licensed  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  Mr.  Zinkhan  by  the  Lancaster  C  xssis, 
and  Mr.  Zacharias  by  the  Maryland  Classis. 

At  the  present  time,  S.  T.  Wagner,  I.  N.  Peight*  1,  G.  A.  W^hitmure,  S. 
C.  Long,  M.  L.  Firor,  W.  W.  Deatrick,  S.  H.  Eisenberg,  D.  H.  Leader, 
F.  W.  Brown,  L.  M.  Hensell,  and  C.  Gumbert  are  receiving  theological 
instruction  in  the  Post  Graduate  Department  connected  with  Merce.'sburg 
College,  and  H.  E.  Cook  in  the  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

The  Treasurer  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  f  »r  Ben- 
eficiary Education,  during  the  past  Synodical  year.  The  different  ]  i.»Jtoral 
charges  are  herein  credited  with  the  amounts  contributed  by  them  r*'  )ect- 
ively  ;  the  aggregate  paid  by  each,  during  the  year  being  given,  om  ting 
the  items  ^nd  dates  of  payment,  viz. : 
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SYNOPSIS   OP  treasurer's   REPORT. 

Mercerahurg  ClassiH, 

Oroonoastlo      Charge, 1(188.00 

WaterPtreel          " 109.44 

Beaford                 "        100.68 

Chambersburg      "        100.00 

Mercersburg         **        100.00 

Friend's  Cove       "        84.00 

Altoona                 "        8:^.00 

St.  Clairsville       "        73.00 

Mont  Alto            "        ^ 71.75 

Everett                  *'        60.00 

St.  Thomas           "        68.60 

College  Church    "        40.00 

Greenfield             *'        24.94 

Woodcock  Valley'*        14.26 

Orbisonia              *«        24.00 

Grindstonehill      "        13.00 

Woodbury             "        12.60 

McConnellsburg  '«        11.10 

Sulphur  Spring    "        4.62 

Middleburg           "        8.32 


Amount $1,121.01 

Maryland  Class  is. 

Evangelical  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick $117.00 

Hagerstown  Charge .• 80.30 

Emmittaburg     "      28.54 

First  Reformed  Church  of  Baltimore 26.00 

Glade                    Charge 24.00 

Jefferson                    "     22.40 

Westminster              "      22.00 

Mechaniostown         **      20.50 

Middletown               "      20.00 

Clear  Spring             "      16.00 

Cavctown                   •'      15.00 

Mount  Moriah           "      14.25 

Burkittj«villc              "      12.50 

Boon.sboro                  "      11.02 

Mount  .Plea.sant        "      G.25 

St.  Stephen's  Church, 3.20 


Amount $888.96 

Virginia  Classis. 
Cash  per  Treasurer $281.00 

Zum's  Class! s. 

Trinity  Church  of  York, $26.00 

Hanover  Charge 26.00 


Amount $60.00 

A  Friend  to  the  cause,  Frederick,  Md $100.00 


Total .$1,940.97 
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^  Contra.     Cr, 

l^y  balance  due  the  Treasurer,  Oct.  17,  187G $     16.08 

^J  cash  paid  Beneficiaries  of  Mercersburg  Classis 1,105.(0 

«*            "                            Maryland            "      815.00 

"             *'                            Virginia              '*      331.00 

By  cash  paid  interest  on  borrowed  money 2.60 

^y  postage,  envelopes,  revenue  stamps,  and  discount.  3.00 

By  balance  in  Treasury, 169.44 

Total $1,940.97 

We  hereby  certify,  that  we  have  audited  the  account  of  Rev.  Wm.  M. 
X>€atrick,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
xiaac,  by  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct.  The  foregoing  synop- 
sis is  a  faithful  statement  of  the  same.  There  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury 
of  $169.44,  at  this  time. 

J.    HAS8LBR, 

Mercersburg,  Pa.,  October  16,  1877.  I.  G.  Brown. 

Prum  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  small  debt  due  the  Treasur- 
er, a  year  ago,  has  been  liquidated,  the  stipends  of  the  beneficiary  students 
paid,  and  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  left  in  the  Treasury.  To 
i^od's  name  be  the  praise. 

The  Board  of  Education. 


The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  considered  during  the 
sessions  of  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  was  approved,  except  in  the  fol- 
lowing particulars.  The  Synod,  in  its  judgment,  adopted  grade  No 
2i,  instead  of  grade  No.  3.  styled  '^Passable,"  and  midway  between  the 
kst  named  grade  and  No.  2,  which  signifies  "Poor/'  as  the  desired 
class-grade  to  guide  the  Board  in  its  action,  as  contemplated  in  the  first 
resolution  of  their  Report.  The  Synod  also  disapproved  of  the  deduc- 
tion in  the  payment  of  the  appropriations  of  the  beneficiary  students, 
■afi  ordered  in  the  third  resolution  of  said  Report,  in  case  of  absence. 


The  Synod  ordered  the  Committee  on  Nominations  to  present  a  suf- 
^cient  number  of  nominees  to  make  the  Board  of  Education  consist  of 
nine  members  instead  of  seven,  which  the  Committee  accordingly  did. 
And  at  the  election  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  held  during 
Tuesday  morning's  session.  Revs.  Wm.  C.  Cremer  and  Wm.  Groodrich 
were  accordingly  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Education.  Sub- 
sequently the  Board  met  and  determined  the  respective  terms  of  service, 

follows,  viz. : 

Bev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 8  years 

"     J.  S.  KieflTer, 3     "     

"     J.  W.  Santee, 8     "     

"     J.  A.  Peters, 2     "     , 

««      Wm.*  Groodrich, 2     "     

:Elder  J.  Hevser, 2     "     

Jlev.  I.  G.  Brown, 1  year, * 

«»     Wm.  C.  Cremer, 1     "     

*'    S.  N.  Callender, 1     "     


October, 

1880. 

n 

ll 

1879. 

(< 

(( 

1878. 

(( 

li 
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The  AnDual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  the  Treasurer,  and 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa., 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  were  severally  read,  and  then 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  W.  Goodrich,  J. 
A.  Hoffheins,  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  and  Elders  L.  Markell,  and  J.  Stickle. 
The  committee  report-ed  durir»g  Monday's  session  ;  their  report  was  re- 
ceived, amended,  and  then  adopted.     These  Reports  are  as  follows : 

I.  REPORT  OP  TUK  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S. 

Brkthren  : — The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  beg 
leave  to  submit  their  annual  report  to  your  Reverend  Body,  and  ask  for 
the  suggestions  herein  contained  your  earnest  consideration. 

We  regard  ourselves  as  especially  charged  with  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  Institution  and  hence  our  attention  is  mainly.directed  towards  obtain- 
ing the  means  for  its  support.  For  a  few  years  past  by  a  judicious  use  of 
the  funds,  we  have  been  enabled  to  realize  from  an  interest  bearing  in- 
vestment of  say  $60,000,  an  income  of  about  $4,200,  but  for  the  past  year 
this  has  been  impossible,  and  will  be  impossible  for  years  to  come.  Our 
income  cannot  exceed,  say  $3,600,  while  the  salaries  and  incidental  expenses 
aggregate  about  $4,300.  To  meet  this  deficiency  it  is  the  judgment  of  your 
Board,  that  it  would  be  well  for  vour  Reverend  Body  to  authorize  lis  to 
use  the  income  derived  from  the  Building  Fund.  This  sum,  about  $700, 
will  enable  us  to  go  forward  without  involving  the  Institution  in  debt; 
for  it  is  our  duty  to  state,  that  unless  this  is  done,  or  some  actual  provis- 
ion is  made  to  increase  its  regular  income,  the  Seminary  will  become  in- 
volved to  the  amount  of  say  $700  annually. 

For  the  information  of  Synod  we  may  state,  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  fund  now  known  and  carried  along  as  Building  Fund  was  originally 
subscribed  for  "Endowment  or  Removal."  J^ut  while  this  would  jrive  us 
a  clear  right  to  pass  the  aggregate  of  such  notes  to  the  endowment  fund, 
vet,  in  our  judgment  it  is  not  best  to  pursue  this  course.  We  prefer  to 
hold  this  fund  intact  and  rcconiniond,  as  already  stated,  that  the  interest 
only  be  used  for  the  support  of  the  Institution. 

During  the  current  year  the  Seminary  has  received  but  little  towards  its 
permanent  endowment.  More  has  been  given  for  beneficiary  education  ; 
and  while  we  know  that  the  members  of  the  Church  are  free  to  give  their 
money  as  they  please,  we  think  that  they  can  be  largely  intiuenced  by  ju- 
dicious counsel  from  the  jiulpit  and  by  the  utterances  ot^  Synod.  We  sug- 
gest, therefore,  that  the  Pastors  be  requested  to  preach  at  lejist  one  sermon 
annually  on  the  necessity  for  an  educated  ministry  and  for  the  support  of 
the  Seminary,  and  also  to  use  their  personal  infiuence  with  those  oi  their 
members  who  intend  leaving  legacies  for  benevolent  purposes,  to  induce 
them  to  aid  the  endowment  fund  of  the  Seminary.  We  believe  some  good 
would  be  accomf)lished  in  this  direction,  if  Synod  would  pass  a  minute  on 
the  subject,  and  direct  its  publication  in  the  papers  of  the  Church. 

The  Treasurer's  report,  herewith   submitted,  will  explain  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Seminary  and  of  the  various  funds  in  our  hands  as  a  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.   W.  Gaoss,  President. 
Edward  J.  Zahm,  Secretary, 
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ir.    REPORT  OP  TREASURER. 

-John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer  of  Theological  Skmin'ary,  in  Account 

WITH  Smaltz  Fund. 

DR. 

Principal  of  Fund  is f  6,000.00 

Oct.  1,  1877,  for  interest  received  to  date $260  00 

Por  balance  due  per  RejK>rt  of  Oct.  17,  1876 54.39 

$314.30 
CR. 

•Oct.  1,  1877,  by  sundry  payments  to  date,  per  voucher..  $325.00 

"     1,  1877,  balance  due  Treasurer $10.61 

Building  Fund  of  Theological  Seminary, 

Oct.  17,  1876,  for  amount  of  Fund  reported  to  Board $11,480.60 

"       1,1877,  "    interest  received  to  date 1 542.25 

"       1,1877,  "    Ist  agency  notes  paid 127.79 

"       1,  1877,  "    2nd     '*  *'        ''    70.75 

740.79 

Oct.  1,  1877,  total  Fund $12,221.29 

Pittsburgh  Syn(Hl  Professor  Fund, 

Oct.  17,  1876,  for  amount  of  Fund  reported  to  Board $  1,501.69 

"     18,  1876,  "        "        "  Rev.  Abner  Dale's  bequest 100.00 

Feb.  8,1877,  "        "        *'  A.  Stewart's  note  paid 26.62 

Oct.    1,1877,"        "        "  interest  received  to  date 90.09 

$1,718.30 

Library  Fund  of  Theological  Seminary, 

Oct.  17,  1876,  for  amount  of  Fund $  1,862.50 

"       1,1877,     "  sundry  interests  received  to  date 119  66 

**  "  balance  due  j)er  report  to  Board 31.45 

151.10 

CR. 
Oct.  1,  1877,  by  sundry  bills  paid  per  vouchers 47.20 

Oct.  1,  1877,  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $103.90 

Endowment  Fund  Account, 

Oct.  17,  1876,  for  amount  of  Fund  reported  to  Board $64,277.41 

"     1«,  1876,  "         "         *'    Rev.  M    A  Smith 17.00 

Nov.  25, 1876,  "         "         "     "      Geo.  P.  Hartziill 15.15 

Dec.    8.  1876,  *'         "        **     "      D.  B.  Ladv 50.00 

'*     27,  1876,  "         "         '»     "      Geo.  P.  Hartzcll 3.25 

JTan.    3,1877,"         "         '*     "      N.  S.  Strasburger 100  00 

May  29,  1877,  "        "        "     "      G.'o.  W.  Snyder 25.00 

210.40 

Oct.  1,  1877,  total  of  Fund $64,487.81 

Of  this  Fund  only  about  $60,000  is  interest  bearing. 
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Current  expense  account  of  Theological  Seminary  iVom  October  17, 1876^ 
to  October  1,  1877. 

DR. 

Oct.  1,  1877,  for  amount  of  interest  received  on  sundry  invest- 

mcnts  is $  8,997.56^^ 

CK. 

Oct.  1 ,  1877,  by  sundry  payments  made  per  vouchers  presented    $  5,780.82 

♦'     1,     "      balance  due  Treasurer $  1,782. 76'' 

"     1,     "      collectable  interests  due  to  date $  1,360.71 

October  2,  1877,  the  foregoing  account  was  carefully  audited  and  found 
to  be  correct. 

I).  W.  Gross,  President 

III.   REPORT  OF  BOARD  OP  VISITORS. 

To  the  Si/nod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  t/^e  United  Siaies, 

RS8PECTED  Brethren.' — During  the  year  that  closed  in  May  last  the- 
operations  of  the  Seminary  were  carried  forward,  as  in  previous  jean^ 
peacefully  and  successfully.  No  interruption  occurred  m  the  regalar 
course  of  study.  Both  professors  and  students  were  permitted  to  attend  to 
their  respective  duties  w^ith  comfort  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the 
year.  There  was  no  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  discipline,  and,  so  far  as 
the  faculty  were  able  to  judge,  no  exception  could  be  taken  to  the  moral 
or  Christian  deportment  of  the  students.  Thev  report  that  they  made 
commendable  progress  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies,  and  that  the 
prevalent  tone  of  pietv  and  religious  earnestness  had  been  as  good  as  that  of 
the  previous  year,     'fhe  members  of  the  Board,  nearly  all  of  whom  were 

S resent  at  the  annual  meeting,  were  satisfied  with  the  examination  of  the 
ifferent  classes,  as  showing  diligence  and  nrt>gre»s  on  the  part  of  the 
students.  Whilst  mt»st  of  them  had  enjoyed  tne  benefit  of  a  previous  class- 
ical culture,  it  was  ;jjratifying  to  the  Board  to  learn  that  tliose  who  had 
not  been  favored  with  such  advantages,  had  manifested  all  proper  dili- 
gence to  make  up  for  such  advantages  by  applying  themselves  tne  more 
earnestly  to  their  studies.  Some  of  the  latter  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunities  otfered  to  them  in  tho  college  and  attended  the  lectures  of 
tne  college  professors  in  order  to  make  up  for  defects  in  their  previous 
training. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  a  standing  rule  wjis  adopt'»d,  according  to 
which  the  members  of  the  Senior  class  will  be  required  hereafter  to  pre- 
pare written  Theses  on  some  tonic  included  in  their  theological  course,  and 
to  hand  them  over  to  the  Board  of  Visitors  for  examination  and  criticism 
some  time  previous  to  their  final  examination.  It  is  believed  that  this 
arrangement  will  l)e  useful  in  assisting  the  Board  to  form  a  correct  esti- 
mate of  the  general  culture  of  the  student*,  whilst  it  will  be  of  some  ad- 
vantage to  them  also  in  their  studies. 

The  number  of  student.**  on  the  roll  of  the  Seminary  was  thirty-three, 
thirteen  in  the  Senior,  eleven  in  the  Middle  and  nine  in  the  Junior  class. 

The  following  new  students  entered  the  institution  during  the  year  and 
formed  the  Junior  clti^js :  John  N.  A])pel,  Kobert  C.  Bowling,  Maurice 
Bowman,  S.  P.  Ponrose  Brown,  Calvin  K.  Christman,  M.  D.,  Thomas  J. 
Hacker,  Thomas  S.  Land,  Silas  F.  Laury,  and  M  Dumstrey  V.  Rheins- 
berg.  With  one  exception  they  all  entered  at  the  opening  of  the  Semi- 
nary year.     Four  are  graduates  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  one  of 
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a  German  Gymnasium,  one  of  a  Medical  school  in  Philadel^ihia,  and  the 
other  three  pursued  the  special  course  provided  for  non-classical  students. 

The  Senior  class,  havini^  completed  their  studies  and  sustained  a  satisfac- 
tory examination  before  tne  Board,  received  the  usual  certificate  of  Dis- 
mission and  Recommendation  for  Licensure,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
who  not  intending  to  api>ly  for  license  in  our  Church,  received  a  certifi- 
cate of  honorable  dismission.  Their  names  are  the  following:  A.  Reval- 
lin  Bartholomew,  Tilghman  R.  Dietz,  Nevin  A.  Fisher,  Henry  S.  Garner, 
Henry  Keller,  Calvin  Leinbach,  Bl<»eadu8  8.  Metzger,  J.  Alvin  Reber, 
Chas.'W.  E.  Siegel,  Isaac  S.  Stahr,  George  M.  Zachiirias,  Monroe  P.  Zel- 
ler  and  Louis  ¥.  Zinkhan. 

Most  of  the  members  of  this  class  have  received  calls  to  j)ast<)ral  charges 
and  are  now  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  tho  ministry.  Some  however 
are  still  awaiting  the  call  to  enter  their  future  sphere  of  labor.  It  is  a 
fignificant  fact  that  owing  tr)  the  regular  increase  in  the  ministrv  from 
the  different  institutions  of  the  Chi>rch  during  the  past  few  years,  the  sup- 
ply of  ministers  at  the  ])resent  time  is  in  excess  of  the  demand.  This  has 
never  been  the  case  to  the  same  extent  before  this,  we  presume,  since  tho 
organization  of  our  Church  as  a  denomination  in  this  country.  It  is 
therefore  a  matter  for  gratitude  and  sincere  conj'ratulation,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  God  has  heard  the  prayers  of  his  peojMe  and  sent  forth  laborers 
into  his  vineyard.  It  shows  that  the  eftbrts  of  the  Church  in  years  gone 
by  to  supply  our  congregations  with  a  suitable  ministry  have  not  been  in 
vain  in  the  Lord.  But  whilst  we  should  be  thankful,  we  ought  to  be  on 
our  guard  now  lest  we  slacken  our  efiorts  to  j)r<»vid<'  for  our  spiritual  des- 
titutions. Our  improved  condition  in  this  r<*spe('t  j)laces  us  as  a  Church 
on  vantage-ground  and  puts  us  in  a  j)osition  to  ne  more  iiggressive  than  we 
have  been  enabled  to  be  hitherto.  It  should  therefore  be  regarded  as  a 
special  call  from  on  high  to  redouble  our  (exertions  to  enlarge  our  borders, 
to  lengthen  our  cords  jmd  to  strengthen  our  stakes.  There  is  much  land 
for  us  yet  to  possess  ;  the  destitutions  still  are  great  and  we  are  debtors 
both  to  the  Jew  and  to  the  Gentile.  Instead  of  allowing  our  zeal  to  pro- 
vide laborers  for  the  great  harvest  to  abate,  wf*  shotild  sook  rather  to  re- 
fresh and  strengthen  it.  Tin*  L<»rd  hims<'lf  will  supplv  place^  within  our 
bounds  for  all  whom  he  calls  to  labor  in  his  harvest  fields. 

It  becomes  our  melancholy  duty  to  report  the  <h'ath  of  brother,  Dr.  Jolm 
Beck,  a  valuable  member  of  our  Board  for  many  years,  who  fell  asleep 
last  Ai>ril.  The  Board  made  a  proper  note  of  thin  -ad  event  by  jilacing  a 
laitable  minute  of  it  on  the  records  of  it>  pr^M'eedings. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

TlIKODORK    ArPKL, 

Stfttffi  Clerk. 

IV.    REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  TUEOLOOICAL  SEMINARY.  AT 

LANCASTER,  PA. 

Tour  C<»mmittee  to  wIimih  was  referr»*d  the  Reports  <.»f  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Theologiral  Seminary  and  Trea'-urer,  and  of  Board  of  Vi-- 
itors  of  the  Theological  .S«.*njinary,  would  re.-pectfully  recnniinend  the  fol- 
lowing for  adoption  : 

1.  licftolredj  That  whih- wedo  not  know  to  what  extent  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  Board  would  in  thi^  ca.-e  involve  a  diverwion  of  tho 
funds  referred  to,  that  it  i-  our  -en-e  that  no  fund- raised  for  buildiog pur- 
poses, either  principal  or  intere-t.  -hould  be  u-ed  for  endowmMlt  or  Pro- 
fessors' salaries,  or  otherwise,  nor  ou«rht  funds  raided  for  aido<||||||g|$ IM 
used  for  any  other  purjio^en. 
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2.  Resolved,  That  the  suggestion  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  for  each  pastor  to  preach  on  the  necessity  of  an  educated 
ministry,  once  a  year,  and  that  ministers  and  elders  use  their  influence  to 
awaken  a  deeper  interest  in  the  Seminary  and  if  possible  to  procure  lega- 
cies and  funds  for  the  Endowment  Fund,  be  earnestly  commended  to  the 
attention  of  the  members  of  this  Synod. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  representing  it  as  in  a  prosperous  condition,  is  highly  encour- 
aging and  a  cause  of  devout  gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of- the  Church,  on 
the  part  of  this  Synod. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.    GOODBICH, 

Jno.  a.  H0FFHBIK8, 

T.    F.    HOFFMEIER, 

Louis  Markkll, 

Comtnittee. 


At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod, 
Messrs.  W.  A.  Wilt,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  L.  MarkcU,  H.  Wirt,  I.  H. 
Keefer,  and  H.  M.  Cocklin  were  nominated  for  election  by  the  Synod 
of  the  United  States  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  The- 
ological Seminary  at  Lancajster,  Pa.,  to  represent  the  interests  of  this 
Synod  in  said  Board. 

Revs.  A.  H.  Kremer,  J.  0.  Miller,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  W.  R.  H. 
Deatrich  were  nominated  for  election  by  the  same  Synod,  as  members 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors  from  this  Synod. 


MERCERSBURG  COLLEGE. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Mercersburg  College,  located  at  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  is 
within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  ;  therefore  be  it, 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  extend  its  sympathy  to  the  brethre  n  in 
their  good  work,  and  commend  the  Ins'itution  to  the  favorable  regard 
of  her  membership. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 


MISSIONS. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodie  Board  of  Home 
Missions  were  laid  before  Synod,  road,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions.  The  letters  of  Revs.  F.  Fox  and  J.  Gantenbein  of  the  San 
Francisco  Classis,  so  far  as  they  refer  to  missionary  matters,  were  also 
referred  to  the  same  Committee.  The  Committee  reported  at  Monday 
Evening's  Session,  and  their  report  w*is  received  and  adopted.  These 
Reports  are  as  follows : 
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I.   REPORT  OF  BOARD  OP  HOME  MISSIONS. 

^  the  Syno  I  of  the  Potomac^ 

Rev.  ^Fathers  and  Brkthren:— The  Superintendent  of  Mi>*sions  will 
furnish  you  with  a  detailed  account  of  our  united  work  for  the  Synodioal 
year  that  has  just  closed.  We  as  a  Board  desire  to  make  the  following 
additional  statements  of  results,  at  the  close  of  the  first  period  of  our  joint 
work.  And  whilst  we  cannot  present  so  flattering  a  statement  of  results  as 
we  desire  to  do,  yot  we  feel  »gKured  that  8utfici«'nt  has  been  accomplished 
by  this  united  working  of  .Missions,  })y  the  three  Synods,  as  to  encourage 
us  to  continue  the  plan,  with  the  hope  of  something  better  in  th(»  future. 
And  with  this  conviction,  at  our  last  annual  meeting,  October  Ist,  1877,we 
adopted  the  following  resolution,  namely : 

^^Resolved^  That  this  Board  recommends  to  the  several  Synods  which 
created  the  Board,  that  the  present  Tri-Synodic  union  plan  of  missionary 
operations  be  continued." 

When  we  began  this  united  work,  or  rather  by  the  time  we  got  into 
working  order,  the  plan  by  which  we  proposed  to  do  the  work,  the  three 
Synods  had  assigned  us,  almost  six  months  of  the  first  year  had  elapsed. 
We  started  with  an  empty  Treasury  and  had  thirty-six  missions  placed 
under  our  care,  located  at  difi'erent  places  across  the  entire  continent,  some 
of  which  missions,  owing  to  peculiar  circumstances,  we  have  found  difficult 
to  manage  to  this  day.  And,  by  the  time  we  had  gotten  into  full  opera- 
tion, from  four  to  five  thousand  dollars  was  due  our  Missionaries,  above 
the  amount  that  had  come  into  our  Treasury  from  voluntary  offerings, 
whilst  the  amount  needed  to  cover  the  current  expenses  of  the  first  vear 
was  nearly  $13,000. 

Besides  this,  it  will  be  remembered  that  up  to  the  time  we  began  this 
united  work,  the  Synods  in  the  several  sections  of  the  Church  had  their 
Boards,  and  many  of  the  Classes  had  the  same  ;  all  of  which  was  calculated 
to  Create  confusion  in  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church.  Consequently 
there  were  many  i)rivate  claims  first  to  be  s«-ttled,and  arrangements  made 
before  all  could  heartily  enter  into  this  work,  whilst  the  unsettled  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  country  and  the  panic  which  soon  followed  increased 
our  embamissment. 

•  These  Synodical,  Classical  and  local  hindrances  have,  in  a  large  meas- 
ure, passed  away  by  time  and  mutual  forbearance,  even  if  the  financial 
condition  of  tin*  country  has  not  improved.  And  there  is  but  one  Classis 
in  our  three  Synod?  now  that  does  not  co-operate  with  us.  Another  of  the 
Classes  of  late  has  resolved  to  pay  appropriations  to  the  missi<maries  in  her 
bounds  /rVs^  and  then  send  us  her  surplus  funds.  Yet  these  brethren,  we 
feel  assured,  will  se<*,  ere  long,  the  wisdom  of  co-operating  with  the  rest  of 
the  Church  in  this  blessed  work. 

During  these  four  years  we  have  had  forty-six  missions  under  our  care 
— .some  of  them,  however,  for  only  a  part  of  the  time.  Of  these  four  have 
become  self-supporting;  nine,  a  year  ago,  were  transferred  to  the  Board 
of  the  German  Synod,  and  three  have  been  discontinued.  We  have  re- 
ceived under  our  care  during  this  time  eleven  new  missions  ;  so  that  now, 
after  these  transfers  and  discontinuances,  we  have  still  thirty  missions  re- 
maining under  the  care  of  our  Board. 

We  hnve  reduced  the  exj)enses  of  the  Board  for  the  current  year  from 
that  of  $13,000  for  the  first  year,  to  $9,3^0.  And,  although  we  have  not 
so  large  a  number,  still  we  have  as  manv  promising  missions  as  before. 
But  for  the  financial  embarrassment  of  the  country,  that  interrupted  our 
plans,  we  should  not  only  be  out  of  debt,  but  have  occupied  more  territory. 
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that  said  "come  over  and  help  us."  And  yet  we  feet  thankful  to  a  kind 
iirovidrncc,  that  wo  liuvo  been  able  to  do  what  we  did,  in  the  face  of  the 
hindrances  we  had  to  onc»'unter  from  within  and  without.  We  mayour- 
jielves  have. boon  to  blame  for  .some  of  these  hindrances,  but  we  are  con- 
scious at  the  same  time  that  we  have  acted  to  the  be.st  of  our  judgment. 

Much  of  the  apportionments  made  by  the  Synods  up<m  the  Classes  for 
missions,  during  these  four  years,  remains  unpaid ;  this  nefflect  on  the 
part  of  the  Church,  leaves  us  indebted  to  our  missionaries  about  $7,000. 
To  this  defit'it  we  call  your  serious  attention,  and  that  of  each  of  theSyn<>ds 
represented  in  this  Board.  And  we  earnestly  entreat  you  to  take  meas- 
ures at  (mce  to  have  this  deficit  C(»llected,  and  paid  as  speedily  as  possible 
into  the  Trea^^ury,  in  order  that  we  may  pay  these  servants  of  the  Church 
their  just  dues,  some  of  whom  are  suffering,  and,  in  many  instances,  they 
need  it  for  bread  for  their  families. 

We  shall  need  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  oUr  mission  work,  for  the 
coming  year,  exclusive  of  the  present  indebtedness,  $!),880.  And  in  order 
to  meet  this  indebtedness,  together  with  current  expenses,  wo  shall  need 
$16,880.  If  the  full  aj»portionment  of  last  year  only  had  been  paid  we 
should  now  be  free  of  debt,  and  all  our  missionaries  paid — and  if  the  deficit 
on  the  aj>proj)riations,  which  the  Synods  made  in  1874-5,  were  now  paid 
into  the  Treasury  we  could  continue  all  our  missions  for  this  year  and  not 
ask  the  Church  for  one  dollar.  The  Synods  n>ay  ask  us  to  explain  how  came- 
this  debt,  and  how  it  continues  to  increase?  Figures  from  the  Treasur- 
er's print'Hi  reports,  and  his  present  one,  will  reply  for  us.  At  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Synods  in  1878, when  these  plans  of  operations  were  adopted,  no- 
apportionment  was  made.  At  the  end  of  that  year  the  Treasurer  reported 
$8,164  received  from  the  three  Synods,  and  that  $4,0<0  was  still  wanting  to 
pay  the  dues  of  the  year  then  closed.  In  1874  the  Synods  apportioned  among 
themselves  $14,000,  of  which  they  paid,  says  the  report,  $9,664,  in  which 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States  fell  short $1,273 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburg  "       '*      1,275 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  "       "      1,788 

Total , ^,336 

In  187o  the  Synods  apportioned  $lo,000,  of  which  they  paid  to  meet  debt 
and  expens<'S  $10,^  22,— tleflcit  $4,070,  in  which 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States  fell  short $2,o09- 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburg  '<■       "     1,233 

The  Synod  of  the  Potoinac  *'       '*     1,286 

In  1876  the  Synods  again  apportioned  $li>,000,  butof  which  to  this  date 
only  S7, 097.57  has  been  i»aid— leaving  a  deficit  of  $7,002.48. 

Should  the  Synods  secure  the  jiayment  only  of  the  a])portionment  of  last 
year,  the  debt  would  be  paid,  and  you  woulcf  only  have  to  i)rovide  for  the 
$0,880  for  the  current  year.     In  the  two  years  of  1876-6 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States  fell  back $8,782- 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburg  '*       *'    2,508 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  ''       "    8,024 

Total $9,314 

Add  to  that  S7,002.48,  deficit  of  this  year,  and  you  have  $16,326.  This 
would  j>ay  all  indebtedness  and  support  the  missions  for  the  coming  year. 
If  you  will  firuvide  for  this   by  another  apportionment,  then  we  suggest 
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that  the  Synod  of  the  ynited  States  assumes  t9,000,  Pittsburg  $2,880,  Po- 
tomac $4,500. 

If  only  one  half  of  our  communicant  memhership  now  in  these  threo 
Synods,  81 ,809,  would  give  at  an  average  of  50  conts  each  this  year  for 
missions,  we  should  have  over  §20,000  fin-  this  cause. 

The  term  for  which  the  Superintendent  was  elected  is  about  to  expire.  The 
Synods  have  made  it  our  duty  to  nominate  a  successor.  We  have  agreed 
unanimously  to  suggest  to  you  the  name  of  the  Key.  Dr.  The()dore  Appel 
of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  to  fill  that  office  for  the  coming  term. 

And  whilst  we  unite  with  all  Christians  in  the  prayer,  "Lord,  send  more 
laborers  into  thy  vineyard,"  we  can  not  but  add  to  our  praj^er  *Hhat  our 
people  may  properly  understand  what  is  their  duty,  in  regard  to  the  mis- 
sionary wort  of  the  Church,  and  have  grace  io  give  more  liberally  of  their 
means,  as  God  has  prospered  them.  And  unto  His  name  be  all  tlie  glory, 
in  the  Church,  world  without  end.     Amen." 

J.  O.  MiLLKR,  President. 

W.  H.  H.  SNYDER,  Secretary. 

II.   REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OP  HOME  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States^  the  Pittsburgh 
Synod,  and  the  Synod  of  tfir  Potomac, 

Reverend  AND  Dear  Bkkthrkn: — At  the  close  of  another  year  of 
missionary  work  by  our  Synods,  I  hereby  submit  for  your  consideration 
a  general  statement  in  the  wa}-  of  report  respecting  the  same. 

SYNOD  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Though  this  is  the  oldest  Synod,  the  fruitful  mother  of  the  others,  the 
home  of  the  earliest  and  largest  Reformed  settlements  in  the  land,  yet  it 
ha^  now,  and  owing  to  its  including  so  many  large  towns  and  cities  within 
its  territory,  will  likely  continue  to  have  a  goodly  proportion  of  the  whole 
number  of  our  missions  within  its  bounds.  During  the  year  there  were 
fifteen,  all  of  them,  with  two  exceptions,  in  cities  or  thriving  towns. 

Catasauqua,  Pa. — John  J.  Christ,  pastor.  The  late  pastor  of  this  mission 
Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin  after  a  number  of  years  spent  in  hard  and  successful 
labor,  accepted  a  call  from  the  Hellertown  charge.  His  succes.sor  finds, 
however,  still  much  to  do ;  has  so  far  found  favor  with  his  people  and  the 
community.    English  and  German.    Appropriation,  old,  $G00 ;  new,  $350» 

AUentoum,  Pa. — Christ  Church,  Jarcd  Fritzinger,  pastor.  This  mission 
is  but  little  more  than  a  year  old.  It  has  been  in  large  part  a  labor  of 
love  with  its  pastor.  Its  members  have  suffered  from  lack  of  work,  and 
as  times  brighten,  its  prospects  will  doubtless  brighten.  Has  a  good  Sun- 
day school.     German.     Appropriation  $800. 

Easton,  Pa. — Grace  Church,  Daniel  Y.  Heisler,  pastor.  Growing  in 
membership,  consistence,  and  self-consciousness.  English.  Appropria- 
tion $200. 

Reading,  Pa. — St.  John^s,  John  W.  Steinmetz,  jiastor.     This  congrega- 
tion has  its  large  church   and   parsonage  about  com[)leted.     It  is  well-lq-' 
cated,  the  only  drawback  to  which  is  a  hoavy  debt.     Has  been  highly  pros- 
perous, and  looks  toward   a  useful  and  influential  future.     English  and 
German.     Appropriation  $400. 

Shenandoah  City,  Pa. — Vacant.  For  several  years  nast  this  mission  waft 
served  by  the  Rev.  E.  D.  Miller  with  great  self-denial  and  a  good  degree 
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of  success.     The  con^rej^ation  is  now  supplied  by  a  committee  of  Lebanon 
Olassis.     German  and  English.     Appropriation  $800. 

Philadelphia^  Pa. — St.  John\'i,  J.  Samuel  Vandersloot,  pastor.  Steady, 
wisely  directed  work  always  been  necessary  in  this  mission.  It  labors 
under  peculiar  difficulties ;  and  yet  it  has  many  valuable  elements  of 
strenfijth  in  it,  and  undoubted  opportunities  of  growth  before  it,  if  they  can 
only  be  utilized.  The  present  pastor  has  taken  charge  within  the  year, 
.and  it  cannot  yet  bo  seen  to  what  extent  blessings  will  attend  his  labors. 
English.     Appropriation  $300. 

Wyoming^  Del. — E.  H.  Dieffcnbacker.  pastor.  The  membership  of  this 
mission  is  growing.  A  visit  to  Caroline  County,  Md.,  has  shown  that 
most  likely  a  congregation  can  be  organized  in  that  section,  which  might 
for  some  time,  at  least,  be  served  by  the  pftstor  at  Wyoming.  For  many 
reasons  we  believe  that  before  long  a  separate  charge  may  be  formed  on 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  as  many  of  our  people  are  buying  land  in 
Kent,  Queen  Anne,  Talbot  and  Caroline  Counties.  English.  Appropri- 
ation $800. 

Harrisburf/hy  Pa. — Second  Church j  George  W.  Snyder,  pastor.  Nothing 
marked  occurred  in  this  mission  during  the  year.  It  has  a  good  location, 
A  fine  building,  and  an  inviting  future.     English.     Appropriation  $300. 

Harrisburghj  Pa. — Zwingli,  Wm.  T.  Gerhard,  pastor.  The  late  pastor, 
Rev.  Moritz  Noll,  followed  a  call  to  Ohio  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
Then  came  a  long  vacancy.  The  veteran  Father  Gerhara  has  now  taken 
charge,  and,  judging  from  his  success  at  Lanca-ster  in  a  similar  work,  we 
may  predict  prosperity  for  this  congregation.  German.  Appropriation 
$260. 

Columbia^  Pa. — Conrad  Clever,  pastor.  Congregation  doing  well. 
Growing  internally  in  character  and  externally  in  membership.  Appro- 
priation, old,  $100;  new,  $50. 

Overton^  Pa. — Vacant.  German  and  English.  Appropriation  $75.  It 
should  be  supplied  soon,  or  it  will  greatly  sutler. 

Wilkesharre^  Pa. — Vacant.  The  English  mission  in  this  place  was  or- 
ganized under  the  name  of  Trinitv  last  January.  For  a  short  time  pre- 
vious Rev.  J.  B.  Shontz  hud  boon  laboring  here,  and  getting  things  ready 
for  this  event.  lie  was  liked  by  his  people,  and  gathered  a  menibership 
of  some  forty  by  spring,  when,  with  the  consent  of  the  Executive  Council 
he  retired  from  the  mission.     The  appropriation  was  at  the  rate  of  $600. 

Liverpool^  Pa. — Willonghly  Donat,  pastor.  This  brother  has  done  well. 
The  field  is  now  self-sustaining  since  June  last. 

Jjock  Ifavetij  Pa. — Church  of  ihc  Resurrection,  Isaac  S.  Stahr,  pastor. — 
Vacant  from  May  to  October.  A  German  congregation,  heretofore  inde- 
pendent, located  four  miles  from  Lock  llavon,  has  been  received  by  West 
Susquehanna  Classis,  and  connected  with  this  mission.  This  necessitated 
the  calling  of  a  i)astor  who  could  use  readily- the  English  and  the  German 
language.  Appropriation,  old,  §?4(K);  new,  $3' 0.  As  Superintendent  I 
feel  constrained  to  oxpro.-^s  my  full  convictiiUi  that  the  sum  of  $800,  appro- 
priation to  this  mission,  is  entirely  inadequate,  and  should  be  raised  to 
$400,  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Lansdalc,  Pa. — Sup[>lied  by  a  committee  of  Tohickon  Classis  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Suporintendont  of  mission.-?.  The  main  ])art  of  the  minis- 
terial lab*)r  has  hitherto  boon  <lono  bv  the  Kev.  Jacob  Kehrm.  The  new 
church,  a  gom  in  its  way,  is  tinishcd.  There  has  been  a  good  work  done 
here  in  unfavorable  times. 
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Of  these  missions  in  the  Eastern  Synod  one, — the  Liverpool — has  ])ocorn& 
•elf-sustaining  during  the  year.  Several  of  the  others  are  alni<»st  at  that 
■point,  while  others  again  will  need  help  for  several  years  to  emne,  and 
y/eW  deserve  that  help.  Lansdale  has  not  cost  us  any  ai)propriaii<>^,  and 
"will  doubtless  be  connected  with  a  ueighbi»ring  charge. 

PITT.SIJUROH  SYNOD. 

By  the  organization  of  the  German  West  Pennsylvania  (-lassi*  out  of 
the  membership  of  this  Synod,  and  the  transfer  of  missions  in  the  East- 
ern German  Synod,  the  number  of  missions  to  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  has 
been  largely  decreased.  There  are  now  set'en ;  though,  in  addition  to 
these,  two  of  the  Classes  support  each  one  or  two  weak  charges  with  the 
missionary  aid  on  their  own  rcjsponsibiliiy. 

Kittanninq,  Per.— D.  S.  Dieti'cnbacher,  jjastor.  Self-supporting  since 
last  June.     Has  been  very  prosperous.     English. 

Titusvillej  Pa. — J.  Ileberle,  pastor.  New  life  and  cnorgv  s<'cm  to  have 
come  to  this  congregation.  The  pastor  has  a  large  field  of  uscfuln*  s.>, 
both  in  Titusville  and  in  surrounding  towns.  German.  Apj)ropriation 
$160. 

Cumberland  J  Md. — F.  R.  Schwedcs,  pastor.  This  has  come  to  be  a  solid 
interest.  Besides  the  main  congregation  in  Cumberland  there  is  a  branch 
congregation  in  Keyser  city.  German.  Apj>ropriation,  old,  $350;  new, 
1300. 

Scottdale,  Pa. — Samuel  Z.  Beam,  pastor.  Mission  in  this  place  has  been 
doing  well.  Ought,  however,  to  be  connected  with  some  neii^hboring  con- 
gregations to  make  it  eelf-supporting  within  a  n-asonable  time.  English. 
Appropriation,  old,  $250;  new,  $200. 

Allegheny,  Pa. — First  Churchy  Wm.  F.  Lichliter,  pastor.  This  crmgre- 
gation  has  not  always  run  a  smooth  crMirsc.  It  has  had  to  contend  with 
serious  internal  and  external  difficulties.  These  anteri(;r  to  the  coning  of 
the  present  pastor.  If  this  congregation,  always  self-supporting  with  the 
exception  of  a  short  period,  is  to  be  saved  to  tie  Reformed  (^'hurcli',  all  who 
are  concerned  with  it,  will  have  to  act  discreetly,  energetically  and  with  a 
liberal  hand.     English.     Appropriation  $-l(K). 

Pittshurghj  Pa. — Trinity,  J.  M.  Souder,  pastor.  Suffered  from  hard 
times,  like  many  other  missions.  The  pastor  is  liked  by  his  ]tcople  and 
looks  hopefully  to  the  future.     English.     Appropriation  $250,  c  ntinuM. 

Pitisburahj  Pa. — Ziori'»,  H.  D.  Darbaker,  pastor.  Thenum*^  of  mem- 
bers has  been  increared  during  the  year.  General  harm<  j  prevails. 
English.     Appropriation  $300,  continued. 

Of  the  missions  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod,  here  enumerated,  one— that  iu 
Kittanning — has  become  self-fiupj>orting  during  the  y<'ar  The  otberj*  will 
need  more  or  less  continuous  help  for  several  years  to  come.  The^  are  all 
located  in  prominent  places. 

SYNOD  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

The  missions  of  this  Synod  are  ten  in  number.  Generally  speaking  they 
have  done  well. 

Duncannon,  Pa. — U.  H.  Heilman,  pastor.      This  charge  has  made  pro- 
ess  during  the  year.     The  f/eople  of  the  congregations  have  commenda- 
ly  gone  to  work  and  aided  the  pastor,  which  fact  bai>  greatlj  cneounig^d 
him.     English  and  German.     Appropriation,  old,  $300;  neWf  *"** 
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WinrhesteTj  Va. — Charlee  C  Fisher,  pastor.  A  material  improvement 
in  this  charge  has  been  the  purchase,  on  favorable  terms,  of  a  suitable  par- 
sonage. The  mission  has  also  otherwise  made  progress.  English.  Ap- 
propriation, old,  $850;  new,  $250. 

Orbisoniay  Pa. — John  M.  Schick,  pastor.  In  this  mission,  consisting  of 
several  small  congregations,  one  new  Church  is  building,  and  one  old  one 
purchasf^d  is  undergoing  repairs.  Solid  work  has  been  done  here.  Eng- 
lish.    Appropriation,  old,  $200;  new,  $150. 

Chamhershurg^  Pa. — St  John^Sy  Carl  Gundlach,  pastor.  A  small  con- 
gregation to  which  a  number  of  members  have  been  added  during  the 
jear.     German.     Appropriation,  old,  $100;  new,  $76. 

Sulphur  Spring^  Pa. — W.  Augustus  Gring,  pastor.  The  brother  labor- 
ing in  this  fleld  is  greatly  encouraged.  Future  hopefUl.  English.  Ap- 
propriation $200,  continued. 

Washington^  X>.  C. — St.  Stephen^a.  Supplied  by  the  Superintendent  of 
missions  lor  near  two  years,  aided  by  a  committee  appointed  by  Maryland 
■Classis.  For  more  than  a  year  past  regular  services  every  two  weeks  aa 
a  rule,  except  during  the  hot  season.  Organization  made,  amid  mach 
good  feeling,  on  Sunday,  October  7  ;  one  person  confirmed,  one  received 
on  profession  of  faith  ;  and  the  Holy  Communion,  with  goodly  attendance, 
celebrated  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  The  Board  has  resolved  that 
the  appropriation  be  $1000  ;  and  that  a  missionary  shall  be  commissioned 
AS  soon  as  a  suitable  man  can  be  procured. 

PACIFIC  COAST  MISSIONS. 

San  Francisco y  Cat. — John  H.  Krueger,  pastor.  There  are  evident  sieni 
of  life  in  the  mission  here.  The  people  are  subscribing  for  the  relief  of 
their  church  debt  with  the  expectation  of  help  from  the  East.  Some  mem- 
bers have  also  been  added.  Sunday-school  m  good  condition.  German, 
Appropriation,  old,  $300;  new,  $225. 

Napa^  Cat. — Frederick  Fox^pastor.  Not  much  change  in  this  mission. 
The  pastor  has  been  heavily  afflicted  by  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  deserves 
kindest  remembrance  in  this  connection,  inasmuch  as  she  led  a  life  of 
^reat  usefulness  to  the  mission  itself.  German  and  English.  Appropria- 
tion, old,  $440;  new,  $310. 

Portlnndy  Oregon. — John  Gantenbein,  pastor.  Suitable  lots  for  church 
and  parsonage  have  been  bought,  and  acnapel  is  in  course  of  erection.  It 
is  expected  that  very  little  debt  will  remain  after  the  chapel  is  completed. 
Thus  the  mission  will  get  a  prominent  character.  It  is  centrally  located, 
also,  for  exerting  an  influence  over  other  communities  in  the  State.  Ger- 
man.    Appropriation,  old,  $500;  new,  $400. 

Salern,  Oregon. — J.  Muellhaupt,  pastor.  The  effort  in  this  field  has  been 
to  organize  one  or  two  congregations,  toward  which  end  fair  progress  hat 
been  made.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  are,  however,  also  numerous — a 
fact  not  to  be  overlooked.  The  pastor  has  to  undergo  many  privations. 
Oerman.     Appropriation  $300,  continued. 

SUMMARY. 

Missions  in  Synod  of  the  United  States 15 

♦•        •'  Pittsburgh  Synod 7 

*'        "  Synod  of  the*^Potomac 10 

Total 82 


Jotrn  Miiauinii. — Therp  arc  nevorftl  missinns  in  Inviii  Clas*U,  nmiiitftinpil 
In  p«rt  by  fundii  crniinK  from  theep  Synixis.  A«  llipy  arc  in  ni>  way  iindiT 
one  control,  we  have  no  report  frmn  tliirin. 

MitaUm  Terrilojy.~l  ennnot  li-t  X\\U  opporhinily  jiaM  without  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Synodx  to  the  promising;;  tcrri  lory  for  folindili<;  iiii>u>ion 
■conEre^ationH,  whieh  is  more  and  more  openinc  to  the  Kefornied  Churdi. 
Thiladelphia,  New  York,  Boston,  Dultimore  and  PittolnirKh  havp  an  op«.-n 
door  for  iiH  to  enter.      In  rnph  one,  or  it|  imniMliatc  inburbe,  a  new  nm- 

SegatioD  could  be  orgnnixod  Ht  any  time  u-e  choxo  to  do  it.  DeUwHrf, 
islern  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  nrc  receiving  a  large  influx  of  Keformed 
ammigration  from  the  older  i>eltlement?.  Thif  lanie  is  measurably  true  of 
Tennessee  ;  end  very  largely  true  of  Texas,  whither  whole  eolonies  from 
last  Pennevlvania,  'for  cKamplB,  are  RoinK  now,  and  many  more  are  like- 
ly to  go.     We  should  lay  hold  of  all  tliese  localities  in  good  time. 

Washington,  D.  C— The  English  interest  in  this  city,  as  elsewhere  in 
this  report  noticed,  has  now  obtained  form  under  the  name  of  St.  Stephen's 
-congregation,  organized  on  Sunday,  October  Tth,  187T,  with  twenty  odd 
members.  Two  eldern  and  two  deacons  were  elected,  confirmation  was 
liad  iind  the  first  Communion  celebrated.  Those  acquainted  wilh  the  facts 
laow  that  nueh  and  long  conLioued  1  ibor,  patience  and  hopefulness  were 
demanded  to  bring  about  this  happj  is-ue  ;  an  epenio/  more  thnn  iinlinary 
<i>naeq\ience  to  our  entire  Church 


By  the  first  of  December  next  four  years  will  have  passed  since  our  pres- 
ent Board  of  Missions  ofBcially  nnd'actively  l>egan  its  work.  That  was 
the  term,  too,  for  which  the  Superintendent  was  elecled,  and  for  which 
nibstantially  unchanged  the  Board  itself  wan  t(>  continue.  Whai  did  tee 
jfitid  then  t  A  Mis  ion  Board  In  tlie  two  Eastern  Synods,  a  Mission  Board 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  and  Miaaiun  Boards  or  committees  acting  as  such 
in  a  number  of  the  ClMsses.  Furthermure,  we  found  h  dcl>t  of  over  $■!>,- 
000,  owing  by  these  several  Boards  and  Oassei^,  and  a  current  expense  ac- 
count in  the  neighborh.Hid  of  S1»,000  pur  annum,  with  an  im-oine  con'id- 
«rBble  below  it,  and  the  missionary  cauee  on  the  high  tide  to  manifold  em- 
barrassments. To  crown  all,  we  stcKid  at  the  threshhold  of  a  panic,  unex- 
ampled, for  sapping  everything,  in  the  history  of  our  country.  Aiid  whnt 
hart  tee  lUinef  We  have  driven  outol  existence  this  wilderneii»  of  Misi<ii>n 
Boards. 


We  have  succeeded,  after  two  year's  effort,  in  gettinc  all  the  Classes — 
except  North  Carolina — to  co-operate  with  the  Board  uf  these  Synods. 
This  was  one  of  the  must  difficult  things  in  thefaistorvof  our  Church  prac- 
tically to  accomplish  ;  and,  from  indications,  it  will  be  found  one  of  the 
most  difficult  things  t^  keep  accomplished  in  the  future  Yet  it  is  fund- 
amental to  all  true,  pernianenl  success  in  the  work. 

We  have  reduced  the  running  expenses  from  $13,000  to  a  little  over 
t9,000  per  annum,  and  support  with  this  al>oiit  as  many  promising  missions 
«  were  supported  with  (he  original  larger  sum. 

In  a  number  of  Classes  the  sum  contributed  for  missions  have  been 
steadily  rising ;  in  others,  ihey  have  been  stationary  ;  and  in  several  tbey 
have  bllen  ofl",  we  are  sorry  ti>  i^ay,  caused,  however,  it  is  said  bv  the 
brethren  in  those  Clashes  by  extra  severity  of  the  timos  in  their  localftU*. 
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mediation  is  allowed  to  come  in,  and  its  agreements  are  equally  supported 
by  both  parties. 

But 

"Well,  the  present  arrangement  has  left  much  undone.  It  has  doubtless 
been  guilty  of  sins  of  omission,  and  of  commission,  too.  1  presume  no 
sensible  person  expected  it  to  meet  all  wants  and  stop  all  woes  m  our  mis- 
sionary work.  Four  years  are  too  short  a  period  for  that.  Besides,  tbo 
feneral  plan,  while  I  hold  it,  as  a  whole,  to  be  the  best  by  far  we  have 
itherto  inaugurated,  has  shown  |ome  serious  defects  in  its  workings,  as 
might  have  been  expected.  The  principal  defect  consists  beyond  all  reas- 
onable question,  in  the  accidental  system  of  brakes^  as  1  might  most  ex- 
pressively call  it,  external  and  internal,  which  has  greatly  obstructed  its 
efficiency,  and  defeated  some  of  the  plainest  ends  it  was  intended  to  meet. 
And  in  any  reconstruction  that  may  be  attem])ted,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  an  v  cause  having  the  limited  proj)elling  force  of  our  missionary 
work  cannot  tear  many  brakes,  multiplied  checks.  The  object  should  be 
to  eliminate  them,  wherever  possible.  Again,  the  vigorous  carrying  for- 
ward of  our  missionary  operations  demands  a  free,  untrammelled  execu- 
tive head,  to  whom  Boards  are  advisory,  but  the  Synods  alone  are  mand- 
atory. Let  it  be  the  President  of  the  Board  ;  let  it  be  a  numerically  small 
committee,  selected  wisely  for  the  purpose ;  let  it  be  a  General  Superin- 
tendent. Any  of  these,  especially  the  first  or  last  might  and  would  do. 
But  let  it  never  be,  if  the  work  is  to  be  done,  any  two  or  all  three  of  them. 

As  with  the  expiration  of  my  term  of  service,  by  the  first  of  December, 
I  intend  to  enter  the  ranks  of  our  active  pastors,  1  hereby  thank  the  Syn- 
ods for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  and  the  general  kindness  bestowed 
upon  me  in  the  responsible  position  I  have  occupied. 

^  Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  K.  Lev  AN, 

Super'uitendcTit  of  Missiofis. 

III.    REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OP  HOME  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  thr  Reformed  Cfnirrh  in  the  Vnitcd  States: 

I  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  submit  the  following  Keport  of  the 
finances  of  the  Board  for  the  year  ending  October  8th,  1877. 

RECEIPTS. 

SYNOD  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Classis  of  Philadelphia $  385.84 

"  *'  Goshenhoppen 1,089.76 

'»  "  East  Pennsylvania 263.19 

"  **  Lebanon l,i?90  CO 

*'  *'   Lancaster 694.67 

**  *'  West  Susquehanna 338.38 

*'  *'  East  Susquehanna 424  13 

Total  from  Synod  of  the  United  States $4,826.68 

SYNOD  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

Classis  of  Zion $  670.13 

'•      "  Maryland: 1,093.72 

"      "  Mercersburg 882.63 

Total  from  Synod  of  the  Potomac |2,14C.48 
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STXOD  OF  PITTSBURGH. 

aassis  of  Allegheny $  120.00 

"      *»  Clarion...". 86.00 

«*      "  Somerset 275.40 

Prom  Treasurer  of  Svnod 826.00 

ToUl  from  Synod  of  Pittsburgh |1,256.40 

Frum  California  Classis 9.80 

*^      Mittcellaneous  sources 258.26 

Balance  in  Treasury  October  9,  1876 683.72 

Total  from  all  sources $8,681.29 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Orders  of  the  Board  paid  during  the  year 17.897.29 

Amount  paid  Treasurer  of  Iowa  Classis 168.16 

Balance  aue  the  Board 570.84 

$8,681.29 

I  have  also  received  during  the  year  the  following  named  sums  on  ac- 
count of  subscriptions  made  to  Kev.  John  Gantenbein  for  Church  Exten- 
sion on  the  Pacific  Coast,  viz. : 

Tohickon  Classis — From  Rev.  D.  Rothrock $185.00 

Lancaster  Classis — From  Mrs.  Geo.  Small,  Harrisburg $57.87 

"  **  •'      Reformed  Salem  Ch.       "       60  00 

"  "      Geo.  Z.  Kunkle  "       100.00 

"  '»  "      Wm.  H.  Seibert  "        50.00 

257.87 

Total $292.87 

This  sum  has  been  appropriated  towards  the  payment  of  a  lot  of  ground 
ID  Portland,  Oregon,  purchased  by  Rev.  John  Gantenbein. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Seibkrt,  Treasurer. 
Harrisburg,  Oct.  8,  1877. 

Harrisburg,  Oct.  9,  1877.  I  do  hereby  certify,  that  I  examined  the  pro- 
ceding  account  comparing  it  with  the  vouchers  and  found  it  to  be  correct 
— leaving  a  balance  of  five  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  eighty-four 
cents  ($570.84)  in  the  Treasury. 

D.  W.  Gross,  Committee. 


IV.   REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  begs  leave  to  ofifer  the  following  as  their 
report : 

We  had  placed  in  our  hands  the  followingdocuments  for  consideration^ 
namely  :  a  statement  from  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  the  Report 
of  the.Superintendent  of  Missions,  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri- 


Synodic  Board  of  Missionsi  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  John  Oantenbein  of 
Portland)  Oregon,  and  a  letter  ft>om  Bev.  F.  Fox  of  Napa,  California. 
From  these  documents  your  Committee  learn  that  although  greatly  em- 
barrassed by  financial  pressure,  the  missionary  work  has  b^n  maintained 
during  the  past  year.  In  consequence  of  tne  Church  not  coming  up, 
especially  during  the  past  year  to  her  appotionments,  the  Board  is  largenr 
indebted  to  the  missionaries.  They  make  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  Syno& 
for  immediate  relief  for  these  suffering  missionaries. 

• 

The  Board  had  under  their  care  during  Ihc  past  year  thirty-one  mission- 
aries, ten  of  which  were  within  the  bounds  or  this  Synod.  Thev  have  re- 
ceived from  the  three  Synods  during  last  year  ^7,739.61,  and  from  other 
sources  $901  78 ;  total  $8,631.29.  They  paid  out  $8,000.4^  leaving  a  de- 
ficit owing  the  missionaries  of  nearly  $7,000,  to  meet  which  there  remains 
in  the  Treasury  only  $570.80.  Tnis  is  a  sad  state  of  things  when  the 
Church  is  so  able  to  meet  all  these  claims  and  could  so  readily  double  this 
amount,  if  properly  appealed  to  by  our  pastors,  and  those  having  charge  of 
these  matters.  Tte  Board  need  Jor  current  expenses  of  the  coming  year 
$9,830,  and  to  meet  indebtedness  $7,000  more— a  total  of  $16,830. 

The  Board  suggests  to  the  Synods  the  continuance  of  the  present  pl&n 
for  working  our  missions.  They  suggest  further  the  name  of  the  Kev. 
Dr.  Theodore  Appel  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  for  the  office  of 
Superintendent  for  the  coming  term. 

Your  Committee  suggest  the  following  action  : 

1.  Resolved  J  That  the  present  plan  for  working  our  mission^  be  con- 
tinued. 

2.  Resolved  J  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Theodore  Appel,  be  and  hereby  is 
chosen  to  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Missions  for  the  coming  term 

8.  Rcsohedj  That  the  pastors  of  our  Churches  be  directed  to  make  an 
appeal  to  their  people  for  the  relief  of  our  missionaries. 

4.  Resolvedj  That  this  Synod  api>ortion  $4,500  among  the  several  Classes 
to  meet  the  present  indebtedness  and  current  expenses  of  the  Board. 

6.  Resolved  J  That  this  amount  be  apportioned  among  the  Classes  as  fol- 
lows; Murvland  Classis,  $1,5')0;  Zion's  Classis,  $1,200;  Mercersbur^ 
Classis,  $l,l200;  Virginia  Classis,  $400;  North  Carolina  Classis,  $200. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  letters  of  Revs.  J.  Gantenbein  and  F.  Fox  be  re^ 
ferred  to  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions. 

J.  0.  Miller, 
J.  H.  Syke8, 
M.  L.  Shu  ford, 
H.  Hartzel, 
C.  M.  Keedy, 

Commiffee. 


At  the  election  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod,  Rev. 
A.  H.  Kremer  and  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith  were  elected  members  of  the 
Synodic  Board  of  Missions  for  the  term  of  four  years. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MISSION^. 

Kev.  A.  H.  Krenier, 4  vears, October  1,  1881 

Elder  G.  8.  Griffith 4*  "  "  1,1881 

Rev.  J.  A.  Peters, 3  "  *»  1,  1880 

"    E.  R.  Eschbacb, 3  "  »*  1,1880 

Elder  Henry  Wirt, 2  "  "  1,1879 

Rev.  J.  O.  Miller, 1  *'  «  1,  1878 

Elder  Wm.  A.  Wilt 1  "  "  1,  1878 

The  usual  missionary  meeting  was  held  on  Monday  Evening,  when 
several  addresses  were  made,  and  a  collection  was  lifW  for  the  cause, 
amounting  to  $26.31. 


Items  1  and  2  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod, 
laid  on  the  table  at  the  time  of  acting  on  said  report,  until  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions  report,  were  then  taken  up,  and  it  was  found,  that 
the  apportionments  for  Missions  had  been  only  partly  met  by  the 
Classes,  as  shown  by  the  Treasurer's  Report. 

In  this  connection,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Refiftlvfd^  That  this  Synod  earnestly  calls  the  attention  of  the  Tri- 
Synodic  Board  to  the  ^Ii8sion  work  in  the  \'alley  of  Virginia,  as  a 
Work  which  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  regards  with  .special  interest, 
hope,  and  love. 


The  af  plication  of  the  Soc^  nd  Rofi^nuiHl  Churrli  of  Hagerstown, 
ild.,  as  reported  by  the  romniittfc  on  Overtures,  item  7,  was  duly 
oonsidered  by  the  Synod,  and  the  request  was  not  granted,  in  conse- 
'<"|uence  of  the  embarrassed  Htjiti*  of  it.s  missionary  futid.s.  as  well  as  on 
account  of  long  miss^ionary  a.'^.sistance  rendered  said  congregation  in 
former  ye:  rs. 


The  request  to  Syno<l,  coming  from  a  Committee  of  the  Maryland 
CJlassis,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  8,  to 
aid  in  establishing  an  English  Reformed  congregation  in  Washington, 
I).  C,  was  regarded  with  favor,  and  the  interests  of  said  mission  were 
i"eferred  to  the  special  consideration  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Mis- 
sions. 

The  suggestion  of  said  Committee,  that  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Synods  of  the  United  States  and  Pittsburgh, 
pledge  itself  to  raise,  in  the  way  of  Church  Ext<insion,  its  proportion 
of  the  amount  necessary  for  the  securing  <if  a  lot  and  Chapel  for  the 
tnission,  was  laid  on  the  table  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod. 
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ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

I.    TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  submitted  his  Annual  Report,  which  was- 
received,  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  audited.     The  Report  is  as  follows  : 

Louis  Markell,  Treasurer j  in  account  with  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac: 

DR. 

October  20,  1876,  to  balance,  cash  on  hand $321. 15- 

*<       22,      *'      to  cash  collection,  missionary  meeting 20.47 

August  20,  1877,  to  cash  received  of  North  Carolina  Classis 10.00 

Sept.        8,      "     to  cash  received  of  Mercersburg  Classis 65.00- 

October  4,      "     to  cash  received  of  Maryland  Classis 60.00 

'*       18,      **     to  cash  received  of  Virginia  Classis  for  1876 20.00- 

"       18,       »*  "  "  '*  "        "    1877 10.00 

"       18,       '*  '*  "  Zion's  Classis 65.00- 

Making ^71.62 

CONTRA.  CR. 

October  22,  1876,  by  cash  paid  Rev   Dr.  Higbee,  expenses  of  com- 
mittee        $  5.25* 

'*        55,     '*     by  cash  paid  Wni.  H.  Seibcrt,  Treasurer  of  Mis- 
sions       20.47 

**        27,     ''     by  cash  paid  Wm.  D.  Gross,  Treasurer,  assess- 
ment of  General  Synod 166.00 

December  23,  1876,  bv  cash  paid  for  j)rinting  Minutes 165.00 

"         23,     ''       "*      "       '•     Rev.  Wm.    M.    Deatrick,   Stated 

Clerk,  expenses 13.50- 

September  8,  1877,  by  cash  paid   Rev.  Wm.   M.    Deatrick,  Stateti 

Clerk,  salary 75.00 

October  18,       *'      by  balance,  ca^h  on  hand 126.40 

Making $571,615 

On  motion,  it  was. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  charge  in- 
terest on  all  assessments  made  for  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod,  if  not 
paid  on  or  before  the  first  of  August  following  the  time  of  assessment 


II.    REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCF. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted,  viz.  : 

The  Comnnttee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  examined 
the  Treasurers  Report,  with  its  accompanying  vouchers,  and  find  it  to  be 
correct.  There  remains  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $126.40.  In  order 
to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  Synod,  and  alH>  provide  in  part  for  the- 


37 

ussessment  of  the  next  General  Synod,  which  will  me^t  next  Maj,  the 
Committee  recommend,  that  the  sum  of  $28r>.00  be  raised,  and  that  it  be 
Apportioned  among  the  several  Classes,  as  follows : 

Zion's  Classis $  80.00 

Mercersburg  Classis 80.00 

Maryland  Classis 76.00 

Virginia  Classis 25.C0 

2^^orth  Carolina  Classis 25.00 

Making $285.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.    R.    ESCHBACH, 

A.  J.  Kkller, 
H.  Tallhelm, 

D.    S.    FiROR, 

Co7nmi(tee. 


Item  4  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  laid 
on  the  table  at  the*  time  of  considering  said  Report,  was  then  adopted, 
it  having  been  learned  from  the  Treasurer's  Report,  that  all  the  Classes 
had  paid  their  assessmeuta  for  contingent  purposes. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  presented  their  annual  report  to 
Synod,  which  was  received  and  approved,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  beg  leave  to  report,  as  follows:  Your  Board  held 
one  meeting  during  the  current  year.  The  organization  as  it  was  effected 
last  year  was  continued,  viz..  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender  being  President,  and 
Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  Secretary. 

Your  Board  regrets  to  report,  that  it  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  liquidat- 
ing the  debt  incurred  in  effecting  the  loan  of  $2,000,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Printing  Establishment.  It  was  the  purpose  of  its  agent.  Rev.  M.  H. 
Sangree,  to  have  completed  his  work  in  securing  the  funds  necessary  for 
the  payment  of  this  debt,  during  last  summer,  but  the  disastrous  strike 
occurring  just  at  the  time,  together  with  its  attendant  depression  in  the 
monetary  world,  discouraged  the  attempt  under  the  then  existing  circum- 
stances. The  Board,  at  its  meeting  during  the  present  sessions  of  Synod, 
urged  upon^im  the  importance  of  immediate  effort  in  this  direction,  and 
he  has  consented  to  enter  upon  the  work  immediately,  and  it  is  the  hope 
and  expectation  of  your  Board,  Jhut  during  the  current  Synodical  year 
the  whole  remaining  amount  will  be  raised  and  paid  over.  During  the 
past  year  the  agent  has  succeeded  in  securing  and  paying  over  to  the 
Treasurer  the  sum  of  $320.28,  reducing  the  present  indebtedness  to  $818.- 
87.  A  considerable  portion  of  this  i.s  already  covered  by  subscriptions  and 
pledges,  but  some  three  or  four  hundred  dollars  must  yet  be  raised  in  the 
way  of  new  subscriptions  to  meet  the  want. 

The  terra  of  service  of  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender  as  member  of  the  Board 
will  expire  January  1st,  1878. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  N.  Callender,  President, 
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At'the  election  held  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  SjDod, 
Rev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of" 
Trustees  of  Synod. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  TRUSTEES  OF  SYNOD. 

Rev.  "VVm.  R.  H.  Doatrich, 5  years, January  1, 1888 

Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D., 4     "     "       1,  1882 

Rev.  J.  O.  Miller, 3     "     ..; "       1,  1881 

"     E.  R.  Eschbttch, 2    "     "       1,  1880- 

Elder  Louis  Ma^^ell, 1  vear, "       1,  ISTd" 


ARTICLE  XVI. 


APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

Nothing  occurred  under  this  head. 


ARTICLE  XVIL 


COMPLAINTS. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported  a  Complaint  to  Syn- 
od by  Rev.  A.  Spanglef  of  the  action  of  Zion's  Classis,  in  regard  to  the 
restoration  of  F.  E.  Vandersloot  to  the  Holy  Ministry.  The  matter 
was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  A.  R.  Kremer, 
I.  G.  Brown,  A.  G.  Dole,  and  Elders  J.  T.  Motter  and.  J.  B.  Resser, 
to  examine  whether  the  Complaint  be  in  order,  and,  if  found  in  order 
to  report  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  taken  up  and  tried. 

The  Committee  subsequently  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  the  Complaint  of  Rev.  A.  Snan|;jler  against  the  action 
of  Zion's  Classis  in  restoring  to  the  ministry,  F.  E.  Vandersloot,  beg  leave- 
to  report,  that  in-a?-much  as  the  Complaint  was  not  filed,  there  is  nothing^ 
in  the  case  on  which  this  Synod  can  base  any  action. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  R.  Kremkr, 

I.  G.  Brown, 

A.  G.  Dole, 

J.  Taylor  Motter, 

J.  B.  Resser, 

Committee. 


COMPLAINT  OF  ELDER  ALFRED  H.  ADDAM8. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  also  reported  a  Complaint  of 
Elder  Alfred  H.  Addams  against  the  action  of  Zion's  ^assis,  in  re- 
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gard  to  the  deposition  from  the  Holy  Ministry  of  0.  L.  Ashenfelter, 
and  his  expulsion  from  the  communion  of  the  Church. 

This  subject  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  composed  of  Revs. 
S.  N.  Callender,  M.  H.  Sangree,  J.  G.  Nofi8,and  Elders  H.  W.  Roller, 
and  D.  Dunn,  to  inquire  whether  the  Complaint  be  regular,  and,  if 
found  so,  to  report  a  process  of  trial. 

The  Committee  made  the  following  report,  during  Monday  Mom- 
ine's  Session,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  Complaint  against 
Zion's  Classis,  in  the  case  of  the  deposition  of  O.  L.  Ashenfelter,  by  A. 
H.  Addams,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  record  in 
the  case,  and  find  that  the  Complaint  is  regular. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  following  order  in  the  hearing,  to  wit : 

1.  The  reading  of  the  record  from  the  Minutes  of  Zion's  Classis,  and  so 
much  of  the  paper  filed  by  the  Complainant  as  contains  his  reasons  of 
Complaint. 

2.  That  the  Complainant  open  and  close  the  argument,  and  be  allowed 
forty  minutes  in  all,  to  be  divided  as  he  may  elect. 

3.  That  the  respondent  be  allowed  thirty  minutes. 

4.  That  atter  the  conclusion  of  the  arguments,  each  member  of  Synod 
may  speak  once  not  exceeding  five  minutes,  after  which  the  vote  shall  be 
taken  on  each  reason  of  Complaint,  sustained  or  not  sustained. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

8.  N.  Callender,  Chairman. 

The  trial  of  the  case  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
Morning's  Session. 

The  case  was  taken  up  at  the  time  designated. 

The  Minutes  of  Zion's  Classis,  bearing  on  the  subject,  were  first 
read.     After  which  the  Complaint  itself  was  read. 

The  Complainant  then  briefly  opened  the  case.  Rev.  A.  J.  Heller, 
counsel  for  the  Classis,  followed  in  defense  of  the  action  of  the  Classis. 
The  Complainant  next  addresf^d  Synod  for  the  alloted  time.  Subse- 
quently several  members  of  Synod  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege 
to  speak  on  the  subject.  After  which  the  Synod  voted  separately  on 
each  reason  or  specification  of  Complaint,  nine  in  number,  and  in  every 
instance  the  Complaint  was  not  sustained. 


ARTICLE  XYIII. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-School  Board  presented  its  fourth  Annual  Report,  dur- 
ing Thursday's  Session,  which  was  received,  amended,  and  adopted 
and  is  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  BOARD. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac: 
The  Sunday-School  Board  of  this  Synod  would  offer  its  fourth  annual 
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report,  as  follows  :  The  work  of  the  Board,  during  the  past  year,  has  been, 
but  little,  and  of  a  routine  character,  on  account  of  the  continued  ill  health 
of  the  President,  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber. 

The  Board  regrets  that  nothing  has  vet  been  done  in  the  preparation  of 
a  Manual  on  the  Church  Year ;  but  asks  Synod  to  reiterate  the  instruc- 
tions given  two  years  ago. 

The  Board  would  suggest,  that  the  Scripture  Lessons  of  the  Reformed 
Church  Publication  Board,  should  be  improved  in  the  following  particu- 
lar. The  Committee  that  prepares  them  should  seek  to  unfold  the  Scrip- 
ture lesson  more  fully  by  increasing,  if  necessary,  the  number  of  questions. 
It  also  recommends  that  a  second  series  of  lessons,  adapted  especially  to 
young  children  and  infant  classes,  connected  with  whatever  in  tne  form  of 
illustration  in  the  way  of  pictures,  &c.,  be  prepared  by  the  Editor  of  the 
ChiUVs  Treasury^  and  published  in  the  same. 

The  Board  further  suggests,  that  this  Synod  call  the  attention  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  Publication  Board  to  these  recommendations. 

The  Board  would  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved^  That  the  Classes  be  requested  to  hold  Sunday-school  Conven- 
tions within  their  bounds,  so  far  as  practicable. 

The  following  topics  and  speakers  have  been  chosen  for  the  stated  Sun- 
day-school service  on  Friday  Evening  : 

1.  The  Necessary  Qualifications  of  the  Sunday-school  Superintendent 
and  Teacher. — Revs.  I.  S   Weisz  and  A.  J.  Heller. 

2.  The  Missionary  Aspect  of  the  Sunday-school  Work. — Revs.  J.  W. 
San  tee  and  J.  H.  Svkes. 

» 

3.  The  Relation  of  the  Sunday-school  to  the  Catechetical  Class. — Revs. 
A.  C.  Whitmer  and  T.  F.  Hoffmeier. 

The  Board  would  recommend  that  this  service  be  conducted  bv  Elder 
G.  S.  GriflSth  ;  that  each  appointed  &poakor  be  allowed  ten  minutes ;  and 
that  a  collection  be  taken  up,  the  proceeds  to  be  devoted  to  the  Sunday- 
school  cause  as  the  Board  may  deem  best. 

The  Treasurer  reports,  that  $13.50  remain  in  his  hands  for  the  use  of 
the  Board.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W    Santee, 
A.  C.  Whitmer, 
G.  S.  Griffith. 

At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  Rev.  J. 
W.  Santee  was  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Board. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  BOARD. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Santee, 5  vears, October,  1882 

«'    A.  R.  Kremer, 4*^  "     '»         1881 

*•    W..H.  Zieber, 3     *'     "         1880 

Elder  G.  S.  Griffith, 2     "     "         1879 

Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer, 1  vear, *'         1878 


The  Sunday-school  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  Evening  as  appoint- 
ed, and  the  services  took  place  agreeably  to  the  programme  of  the 
Board. 
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Item  8  of  the  Report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  lud  on 
the  table  antil  the  Sunday-School  Board  muke  their  report,  nos  then 
iaken  from  the  table,  and  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  Winchester  \u  the 
<ue  wae  re-iterated. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

According  to  item  11  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
-Synod,  the  Stat«d  Clerk  of  Synod  waa  instructed  to  uommuaiuate  the 
.aclJon  of  Synod  last  year,  commanding  and  enjoining  the  North  Caro- 
Una  Classis  to  desist  from  the  use  of  any  Hymn  Book  not  already  al- 
lowed, until  the  General  Synod  grunts  such  permission.  The  SUitvd 
Clerk  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  udojited  : 

Ta  the  Rtverend  Synod  of  Ike  Pulamac ; 

The  undersigned  bofpi  leave  to  rcimrt,  Ihnt,  i-hnrlly  after  tlie  luljourniin'nt 

of  the  last  annual  meeting  uf  Synod,  he  diHcIiurfti'il  llio  duty  cnjuini-d,  by 

writing  to  the  Rt-v.  J.  A.  Foil,  'Presidtnt  of  N'orth  Uarrdina  Clamt,  and, 

forniBhed  him  writh  a  full  extract  of  the  jiniccoding*  in  the  case. 

Respectful]]'  !«ubmitted, 

Wm.  M.  DE/iTKicK,  SlaM  Clfrk. 

It«m  10  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  laid 
-OD  the  table  until  thiis  stage  of  the  Synod's  piwecdin;:^,  van  then  taken 
up,  and  tne  following  preamble  and  resolutiiiii  wore  ad<jpted : 

Whereas,  The  Minutes  of  the  North  Carolina  Cla^<tis  are  not  at 

Raolo^i,  That  action  on  this  item  of  the  Repiirt  of  the  Committee 
OD  Minutes  of  Synod  be  postponed  until  the  next  annual  meeting,  and 
that  the  North  Carolina  Claesis  be  commanded  to  give  tlie  Hyno-l  of- 
ficial information  in  regard  to  their  action  in  the  caie. 


The  Correapondiog  Secretary  wan  instructed  to  write  to  the  .Stated 
Clerk  of  the  North   Carolina  C'laiwis.  and  inform  hiu  that  Synod  re- 

r'  es  him  to  send  forthwith  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  said  CWifis  fijr 
put  year  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod. 


ARTICLK  XX. 
PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  wai<  rcceiv.."!  from  the  Stated  Clerk 
to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Fourth  AniiMl  " 
fiyDod,  and  wis  adopted. 
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REPORT  ON  PUBLISHING  MINUTES. 

The  undersigned  begs  leuve  to  report,  that  he  hud  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  coj>ies  of  tlie  Acts  and  Proceedings'  of  tlic  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of 
tlie  Synod  published,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  Synod,  and  dit^tributed 
them  accurding  to  the  directions  of  your  Reverend  Body  He  greatly  re- 
grets that  a  number  of  typogrft]>hical  errors  occur  in  the  Minutes,  they 
were  corrected  in  the  proof  sheets,  but  the  printer,  nevertheless,  allowed 
them  to  remain  uncorrected.  They  do  not,  however  mar  or  destroy  the 
proper  sense  of  the  Minutes  as  published.  They  are  annoying,  and,  to  say 
the  least,  are  an  eye-sore  to  (me  desiring  exactness. 

The  Minutes  were  printed  by  Messrs.  Grant,  Faires,  and  Rodgers,  Print- 
ers for  the  Reformea  Church  Publication  Board,  as  ordered  by  SjTiod, 
and  at  a  cost  of  §10.5.00,  which  has  been  paid  by  the  Treasurer  oi  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Dkatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 


The  Stated  Clerk  was  in-structed  to  have  fifteen  hundred  copies  of 
the  Minutes  of  the  present  sessions,  duly  authenticated,  published,  and 
distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 


Item  1  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  consisting  of  the  Report  of 
the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board,  for  the  year  ending  October 
Ist,  1877,  accompanied  by  an  itemized  and  summarized  Statement  of 
lis  financial  condition,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Kevs.  A.  H.  Kremcr,  J.  W.  Santee,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  £lders  J. 
P.  Reed,  and  A   R.  Sch nobly. 

Thi.s  Committee  submitted  its  report  during  Saturday's  Sessions, 
which  was  received,  discUiSSiid  at  length,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

I.    ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLICATION  BOARD  OP  THE  REFORMED 

CHUHCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

J^or  the  year  ending  October  ist,  1877. 

To  the  Synods  of  the  Unformed  Church  in  the  United  States^  Pittsburgh^  and 
iht:  Potomac  : 

The  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,. 
respectfully  .submits  the  following  Annual  Report: 

The  Board  has  held  four  meetinc:s  during  the  year,  and  given  close  atten- 
tion to  the  work  entrusted  to  it.  Though  the  continued  financial  pressure 
in  all  business  circles  in  the  country,  has  borne  heavily  upon  the  Board, 
in  common  with  others,  and  interposed  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  se- 
curing the  desired  results,  yet,  on  the  whole,  the  year  has  not  passed  with- 
out affording  som«  encouraging  results,  and  giving  more  or  less  promise 
of  still  greater  imj)rovement  in  the  future. 

Proposals  were  received  at  the  first  meeting  held  in  December,  1876, 
from  difiVntnt  parties,  for  doing  the  printing  of  the  Board  during  the  year 
1877,  and  the  contract  givsn  to  the  lowest  and  best  bidder ;  and  provision 
has  been  made  for  soliciting  similar  proposals  for  the  year  1878. 

The  new  Charter,  a  copy  of  which  was  submitted  to  the  Synods  at  their 
last  annual  meetings,  has  passed  through  the  Court,  to  which  such  matters 
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ire  5i:bmiite«3.  and  ol-taineil  fu';  losra!  sanoti-^r..  Tho  R'arii  ha<  fi-rmjillv 
ijopfed  it.  tnd  ha.*  »irio'  l'*-.-n  attinir  undvr  ::>  i.rovi>:  'i  >.  Tit'  iliird  S^hv 
tivn  of  jhe  Charter  <:<*minit«  U>  the  ><-veral  Synt.-^s  r\-vrt?5vr.t<sl  i:-.  tho  B«>anU 
the  dutj  of  determining  the  number  of  Tru?:efs  wb"  shall  i^'n^iituie  the- 
ft^ard.  and  the  time,  manner,  and  urder  of  tbvir  >ut've>>i.»n,  prv^vidtHi  thai 
no  nQ«»re  than  ••ne-third  vf  the  Trustees  sliall  be  rem^vevi  in  anv  one  vear. 
and  that  at  least  twi>-third*  shall  at  all  time*  W  ciii/.en*  of  the  State  of 
Penn*jlvania.  With  a  view  lu  facilitate  the  work  involved  in  thi*  dutv, 
the  B<*ard  has  deemed  it  proper,  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  suK- 
jw-t.  to  suggest  to  the  several  Syn«»d-.  the  mutual  adojttion  of  the  folbw- 
ing  arrangement,  and  the  carrying  of  it  into  immeviiate  elfivt : 

••The  Board  shall  be  constituted  of  seven  members,  di-tributeil  amongst 
the  three  Syn«-ds  as  at  present,  and  the  term  of  service  for  which  each 
shall  be  elected,  be  four  years.  They  shall  Ik?  chi»sen  in  the  following  or- 
der :  At  the  present  meetings  of  the  Synods,  one  meml>er  shall  be  elected 
by  each  of  the  Synods  of  the  United  States  and  Pittsburgh  ;  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  following  year,  one  meml>er  shall  l»e  elei^ie^l  by  each  of  the  Syn- 
ods of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Potomac ;  at  the  meetings  of  the  year 
neit  ensuine,  one  member  shall  l>e  elected  by  each  of  the  SyntnU  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  tne  Potomac  ;  and  at  the  meetings  of  the  still  ensuing  year, 
one  member  shall  t>e  elected  by  the  Synod  of  the  Unitetl  States ;  ani  the 
same  order  stall  be  observed  in  all  succeeding  years,  the  vacancies  t»ccur- 
ring  Wing  stated  in  the  annual  rep^.)rt  of  the  Board  i^»  the  Syntnis.  The 
members  of  the  present  Board  shall  retain  their  places  until  they  are  suc- 
ceeded in  the  order  here  laid  down." 

As  rumors  had,  in  some  way.  obtained  currency,  seriously  quetttioning 
the  solvency  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Board,  and  exerting  an  in- 
fluence damaging  to  its  interests,  the  Board,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what 
are  the  real  facts  in  the  case,  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  one- 
member  from  each  of  the  Syncnls  represented  in  the  B«'ard,  at  it>  mooting 
in  July  last,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  meeting  at  the  Publication 
Rooms  on  Tuesday  morning  previous  to  the  roguhir  closing  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Board,  held  on  Thursdav  evening,  October  the  4th,  and  ex- 
amining inUj  the  condition  of  the  Kstal>lishmont ;  and  then  to  report  tho 
result  of  their  investigations  to  the  Board.  This  committee  attended  to 
the  duty  assigned  it,  and  made  the  following  rejK>rt,  which  was  unaui- 
mousl}'  adopted  : 

**The  undersigned  committee  nppoint'ed  by  the  Publication  Board  of  tho 
Reformed  Church  in  the  Unitetl  States,  for  the  jiurpose  of  exnminint;  into 
the  condition  of  said  Board,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

Your  committee  met  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Publication  Board  on  Tues- 
day, October  2nd,  1877,  and  after  a  full  and  careful  investigation  of  tho 
Liabilities  and  a  fair  and  just  valuation  of  the  Assets  of  the  Board,  find  tho 
following  result: 

ASSETS : 

Real  Estate $«r>,000.00 

Other  assets  as  per  subjoined  statement 4r>,401.0O 

1581,491.00 
liabilities: 

Mortgage  on  real  estate $20,000.00 

Other  liabilities  as  per  subjoined  statement 29,<)0<i.83 

40,<)0*>.8.'J 

Assets  over  liabilities $31,884,17 
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In  examining  the  printed  matter  on  hand,  your  committee  find  a  large 
Amount,  which  has  been  ordered  by  Synod,  at  different  times,  but  which 
£t\\\  remains  on  hand  and  is  unsaleable,  and  from  this  source,  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the  Board. 

It  is  a  source  of  pleasure  for  your  committee  to  report,  that,  in  examin- 
ing the  stock  of  books,  stationery,  &c.,  on  hand,  we  find  it  in  gr^t  part 
fresh,  saleable,  and  in  good  order,  reflecting  much  credit  upon  Mr.  Charles 
H.  Taylor,  the  present  eflScient  Business  Agent. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  W.  Hensel, 
B.  Wolff,  Jr„ 

A     B.    WiNQERD, 

Commiitef. 

The  subjoined  statement  referred  to  by  the  committee  is  found  in  the 
general  statement  of  the  operations  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year  and 
of  the  present  condition  of  the  establishment,  submitted  to  the  Board  by 
the  Superintendent,  which  accompanies  this  document,  together  with  a 
full  itemized  statement  of  the  particulars,  which  make  up  the  seyeral  items 
contained  in  the  general  statement.  This  general  statement,  besides  giv- 
ing the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Board,  furnishes  the  following  summary 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  year  : 

Receipts ....$34,479  16 

Disbursements 86,377.36 

Excess  of  disbursements $  1,898,20 

Treasurer's  advances  October  1,  1876 $12,357.40 

Add  excess  of  disbursement 1,898.20 

Total  advances  October  1,  1877 $14,255.60 

By  an  examination  of  the  accompanying  paners,  it  will  be  seen,  that 
there  has  been  during  the  year,  an  increase  in  tne  number  of  subscribers 
over  discontinuances,  to  *'The  Messenger,"  three  hundred  and  sixty -eight ; 
*'Guardian,"  one  hundred  and  twenty  ;  "Review,"  eight,  and  "Lesson  Pa- 
pers," one  thousand  and  seventy -five  ;  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers to  the  "Child's  Treasury"  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  In  the 
receipts  on  account  of  the  "Child's  Treasury,"  "Lesson  Papers,"  and  "Re- 
view," there  has  been  an  encouraging  advance,  over  the  previous  year; 
but  in  those  on  account  of  the  "Messenger,"  the  decrease  has  oeen  large,  and 
merely  nominal  in  the  case  of  the  "Guardian."  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that, 
whilst  the  latter  show  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  subscrib- 
-ers,  there  should  be  a  falling  off  in  the  receipts  on  their  account,  especially 
to  such  a  large  extent  as  in  the  cjvse  of  the  "Messenger."  Had  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  year  on  their  account  borne  an  increase  over  the  receipts  of 
the  previous  year,  corresponding  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers, the  Board  would  have  been  able  to  report  an  excess  in  the  receipts 
over  the  disbursements  for  the  year,  instead  of  an  opposite  result.  All 
this  has  occurred,  whilst  most  constant,  pressing  and  persevering  efforts 
have  been  made,  on  the  part  of  the  officials  of  the  Board,  to  secure  a 
prompt  and  full  return  uf  receij)ts  on  account  of  the  paners  in  question. 
The  result  may  be  attributable  to  the  embarrassed  conaition  of  the  mone- 
tary affairs  of  the  country,  from  the  efiects  of  which,  it  is  hoped,  there 
will  soon  be  afforded  some  tangible  relief. 

The  several  periodicals  issued  by  the  Board  furnish  an  income  sufficient 
\o  cover  the  expenses  incurred  in  their  publication,  except  the  "Review' 
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and  the  "Messenger.*'    The  former  still  falls  short  some  $200.  or  $800. ^ 
as  has  been  the  case  during  previous  years.     As  the  continuance  of  its  pub- 
lication is  deemed  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  Church,  its  friends 
should  rally  around  it,  and  give  it  at  least  a  living  support.     In  regard  to 
the  latter,  "The  Messenger,"  it  has  been  gaining  steadily  in  the  number 
of  subscribers  ever  since  its  location   in  Philadelphia,  commencing  with 
two  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  seventy-one,  and  now  reaching   nearly 
five  thousand.     Its  income  during  a  greater  portion  of  this  time  covered 
its  expenses,  the  main   deficit  being  during  tho  past  two  years,  owing  to- 
the  decrease  in  the  subscription  price,  and  the  increased  expenses  incurred 
by  the  additional  force  employed  on  the  paper  and  the  superior  style,  in 
^'hich  it  is  issued.     As   the  Superintendent  stated  at  the  time  the  new 
departure  was  taken,  it  will  require  a  subscription  list  of  at  least  ten 
thousand  paying  subscribers  to  cover  the  expenses  incurred  in  its  publica- 
tion, and  when  the  improvement  was  ventured  upon,  it  was  hoped,  that 
this  number  of  subscribers  would  be  furnished  in  due  season  ;  they  can 
also  be  furnished,  if  the  ministry  and  laity  in  the  Church,  will  generally- 
set  themselves  actively  to  work. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Board  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  "The  Messenger,'* 
as  at  present  issued,  gives  general  satisfaction  to  the  Church,  not  a  word  of 
serious  complaint  having  been  heard  from  any  quarter.  It  is  felt,  that 
the  interests,  as  well  as  tne  honor  of  the  Church,  require,  that  it  should 
continue  to  be  issued  in  its  present  superior  style;  and  no  disposition,  there- 
fore, should  be  evinced,  to  go  back  from  this  advanced  position.  There 
should  rather,  if  possible,  be  a  forward  movement ;  and  the  Church  should 
rally  manfully  to  the  aid  of  the  Board,  sustaining  it  fully  in  this  impor- 
tant enterprize,  seeing  that,  in  that  case,  a  few  more  years  of 'successful 
labor  will  be  suflScient  to  place  the  paper  on  the  basis  so  much  desired. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  recei[)ts  in  the  Book  Store  during  the 
past  year.  It  is  not  very  large  ;  but  it  is  still  encouraging,  showing  that 
a  favorable  turn  has  taken  place  in  its  affairs,  the  income  having  decrea-ed 
from  nearly  $22,«  00.,  as  it  was  a  short  time  before  the  commencement  of  the 
financial  panic,  to  a  little  over  $13,000.,  as  it  was  last  year.  The  improved 
conditioo  of  this  department,  the  facilities  afforded  for  purchasing  at  reas- 
onable rates  being  as  favorable  as  in  the  best  establishments  elsewhere, 
gives  much  promise  for  the  future,  so  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  friends 
of  the  Church  to  make  this  an  eflicient  and  powerful  agency  for  good. 

The  number  of  copies  of  the  different  works  issued  by  the  Board,  printed 
during  the  year,  has  not  been  as  large  as  in  former  years.  This  is  always 
governed  by  the  demand  for  the  works  ;  and  hence  the  number  may  con- 
fidently be  expected  to  increase  in  the  future,  as  the  demand  itself  lor  the 
works  shall  increase.  The  Board  has  issued  only  one  new  work  during 
the  year,  and  that  is  an  improved  edition  of  Dr.  Van  Home's  "Com- 
panion of  Praise."  It  is  a  work,  which  has  special  merits  in  reference  to 
the  sphere  it  is  intended  to  fill,  and  is  accordingly  meeting  with  a  most 
welcome  reception,  as  its  true  character  becomes  known,  and  its  merit* 
are  appreciated.  It  is  a  remarkable,  but  by  no  means  strange  fact,  that 
since  its  issue,  the  demand  for  Dr.  Harbaugh's  "Hymns  and  Chants"  ha& 
been  largely  increased,  with  the  circulation  of  which,  some  of  its  friends, 
at  first,  entertained  some  fears,  the  issue  and  circulation  of  the  "Compan- 
ion of  Praise"  would  interfere. 

With  this  statement  of  the  present  condition,  and  the  operations  of  the 
Board  during  the  past  year,  its  interests  are  submitted  to  the  earnest  con- 
sideration ot  the  respective  Synods,  under  whose  auspices  it  is  carried 
forward,  in  the  confident  hope,* that,  whatever  action  nu\y  be  taken,  it  will 
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be  such  as  will  serve  greatly  to  facilitate  and  advance  its  ojierations  in  the 
future. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Board. 

D.  W.  Gbobs,  President 
Sam'l  R.  Fisher,  Secretary. 

October  8,  1877. 

ir.   REPORT  OP  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATION  BOARD. 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  documents  of  the 
Publication  Board,  respectfully  report,  that  those  documents  give  a  full 
and  clear  statement  of  the  actual  condition  of  our  publication  interests,  and 
that  after  careful  deliberation  upon  all  the  facts  in  the  cas<>,  your  Commit- 
tee take  pleasure  in  recommending  to  the  favorable  attention  of  this  body, 
the  following  resolutions  :    . 

1.  Resolvedj  That  this  Synod  is  gratified  to  loam  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  financial  condition  of  the  Pub- 
licati<>n  Board,  as  found  incorporated  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Board, 
showing  a  balance  of  good  a^ssets  over  the  liabilities  of  the  Board  of  $81,- 
884.17,  after  deducting  $21,839.1f>  from  the  full  value  of  the  entire  assets, 
for  worthless  accounts,  and  depreciated  values. 

2.  Roaolred^  That  this  Synod  hereby  expresses  its  satisfaction  with  the 
manner  in  which  The  Messenger  is  conducted,  and  its  desire  that  it  should 
continue  to  be  kept  up  to  its  present  excellent  standard ;  and  with  a  view 
of  making  its  subscription  list  equal,  at  least,  to  its  cost  of  publication,  in 
its  present  superior  f^rm,  the  several  pastors  of  this  Synod  are  hereby 
earnestly  requested  to  give  it  the  widest  possible  circulation  among  thefr 
people,  calling  to  it  their  special  attention,  by  a  systematic  effort,  in  con- 
juncti<»n  with  their  several  consistories,  before  the  close  of  the  present  year. 

3.  Resolved  J  That  this  Syncxl  also  respectfully  reiterates  its  request  to 
the  Board,  to  observe  all  due  economy  in  the  management  of  its  finan- 
cial rttfuirs,  not  inconsistent  with  the  true  interests  of  the  establishment. 

Your  Committee  also  re})<>rt,  that  the  financial  statement  of  the  Board 
is  so  full  and  explicit  as  to  cover  the  rc'quest  (contained  in  the  Resolution 
of  this  Synod,  passed  one  year  ago,  and  referred  to  this  Committee  from 
page  41  ill  its  printed  Minutes. 

The  new  (Charter  for  the  Board  of  Publication,  as  reported  to  last  Syn'xi, 
has  obtained  full  legal  sanction,  and  the  Board  is  acting  under  it.  To 
meet  the  provisions  of  its  t/nrd  section,  relating  to  the  number  of  members 
to  constitute  the  Board,  and  the  order  of  their  succession,  the  Board  sug- 
gests a  plan,  found  in  its  Annual  Report,  which  the  Committee  recom- 
mend to  Synod  for  adoption. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  Krkntkk, 
J.  W.  Santek, 
E.  R    EsnnBArH, 
Jno.  p.  Reed, 
a.  r.  scuxeblt, 

Committee^ 


The  Committee  on  Minut<js  of  Classes,  in  reply  to  item  13  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  ]Minut<is  of  Synod,  reported  that  all  the 
Minutes  of  Classes  in  their  possession  gave  evidence  of  the  Classes  hav- 
ing made  renewed  efforts  to  increase  the  circulation  of  T/ie  M^isenger, 
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HYMNS  FOR  THE  REFORMED  CHURCH  WITH  MUSIC. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Hanover  to  prepare  an  d 
publish  an  edition  of '^ Hymns  for  the  Reformed  Church,"  aecompanied 
^th  music,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
4ulopted: 

7b  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  Committee,  appointed  to  prepare  an  edition  of  the  Hymn  Bock 
:accompianied  with  music  respectfully  report,  that  the  work  a6signed  them 
is  not  yet  completed.  The  whole  ground  has  been  gone  over  by  the  Com-" 
mittee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and  much  of  it  also 
"by  your  Committee  ;  but  as  yet  there  has  been  no  joint  session  of  the  two 
Ciommittees  to  examine  the  work  critically,  and  to  determine  finally  in 
reference  to  it.  The  delay  of  such  joint  session  has  been  unavoidable. 
"We  can  therefore  only  report  progress,  and  ask  to  be  continued  another 
year,  in  which  we  hope  to  be  able  to  finish  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  E.  HiGHEE,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XXT. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

SOCIETY  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  MIXISTKR.S  AND  WIDOWS  OF  MINISTER'^. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

ReBtplvetl,  That  this  Synod  recommend  collections  to  be  taken  up  in 
the  several  congregations  within  our  bounds  on  or  aboit  the  third  Sun- 
day in  June  next  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Min- 
isters and  Widows  of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States. 


During  the  Sessions  of  Monday  Morning,  the  Committee  on  Nomi- 
nations presented  their  report,  which  was  received,  am9nded,  and 
•adopted.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  hundred  tick- 
ets of  these  nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod,  and  the  election 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  Morning  Session. 

At  the  appointed  time,  the  election  was  held.  Revs.  H.  Wissler,  T. 
F.  HofFmeier,  W.  I.  Stewart,  and  Elder  J  B.  Resser  were  appointed 
tellers,  who  received  the  ballot**,  counted  the  vot<is,  and  furnished  the 
President  with  the  result  of  the  electicm.  This  result  will  be  found 
elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  Reports  of 
the  Boards  of  Education,  Trustees  of  Synod,  Missions  Sunday-Schools, 
and  Board  of  Visitors  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Senii- 
luury  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 
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An  assesgment  of  twenty-five  cents  was  laid,  upon  the  members  of 
Synod,  to  remunerate  the  sexton,  and  to  meet  incidental  expenses. 
The  Revs.  J.  M.  Scheck,  B.  R.  Camahan,  and  D.  W.  Ebbert  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  collect  said  assessment.  At  a  subsent  session^ 
the  Committee  reported,  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomnc : 

Your  Committee,  a]>pointod  to  collect  the  assessment  of  twenty-five 
cents  from  each  memher  of  Synod,  hegs  leave  to  report,  that  it  has  attend* 
cd  to  its  duty,  having  called  iy)on  nil  the  members  of  Synod  present,  and 
have  collected  Twenty-seven  Dollars  and  Fifty  Cents,  which  amount  ha» 
been  handed  over  to  the  pai»tor  of  the  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  Schick, 
B.  R.  Carnahan, 
David  W.  Ebbert, 

Commitiee. 


On  motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  the  Lfmmata  be  so  amended  as  to 
have  two  additional  Standing  Committees^ — one,  on  Education,  and 
one,  on  Publication. 


On  motion,  it  was  also, 

JRenolved^  That  Synod  annually  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  on 
Ministerial  Necrology,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  present  to  Synod  a  brief 
hihtory  of  the  life  and  labors  of  any  minister  of  Synod,  who  may  de- 
part this  life  during  the  Sy nodical  year :  said  Committ^ie  to  report  at 
the  following  imnual  meeting  Revs.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  J.  W.  San- 
tee,  A.  J.  Heller,  and  Elders  G.  S.  Griffith,  and  I.  H.  Keefer  were  ap- 
pointed such  Standing  Committee  for  the  present  Synodical  year. 


Revs.  E.  R.  E.schbach,  A.  C.  Geary,  and  M.  II.  Sangree  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  through  which  all  applications  for  leave  of  absence 
were  to  be  made.     The  committee  reported  from  day  to  day. 

The  following  members  of  Synod  obtained  leave  of  absence  and  left 
before  the  sessions  closed,  to  wit : — Revs.  G.  W.  Glessner,  P.  A.  Long^ 
J.  M.  Mickley,  R.  Rauhauser,  J.  Hassler,  M.  L.  Shuford,  J.  S.  Loose^ 
H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  A.  Shulenberger,  W.  D.  Lefevre,  J.  G.  Noss,  F.  8. 
Lindaman,  J.  Ault,  J.  0.  Miller,  R.  R.  Smith,  A.  H.  Kremer,  E.  K. 
Higbee,  1).  W.  Ebbert,  E.  G.  Williams,  W.  II.  Herbert-,  and  Eldere 
J.  Seibert,  J.  Ilefflefinger,  C.  P.  Matthaei,  J.  Hager,  S.  R.  Weaver^ 
W.  W.  Weuner,  J.  Albaugh,  A.  R.  Schnebly,  I.  H.  Keefer,  G.  W. 
Betz,  G.  W.  Heuch,  R.  L.  Gray,  C.  A.  Shultz,  E.  Staley,  J.  Miller, 
and  L.  Markell. 
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ARTIOJ.E  XXIT. 


RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  n^solutions  wtTo  iiiovoil  and  adopted,  viz.  : 

Retoived,  That  the  most  conlial  thanks  of  this  Synod  nn»  horobv 
tondcred  to  the  Pastor,  Consistory,  and  members  of  the  First  Reformed 
Church  and  other  nuimbers  of  the  Reformed  Churches  of  the  eitv  of 
Baltimore,  for  their  kind  enteitainment  and  liberal  hospitality  extended 
to  us,  during  our  present'sessions. 

Resohedy  That  the  Pastors  of  therin-t  and  Third  Reformed  C^hurehes 
of  this  city  be  requested  to  read  the  foregoing  resolution  from  their 
respective  pulpits: 

Rexohed,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  convey 
the  thanks  of  this  body  to  the  Ticket  Departments  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  the  IVnnsylvania  Railroad,  thn  Northern  Central 
Railway,  and  the  Western  Maryland  Railroad.  fi»r  kindness  in  making 
provision  to  pass  the  members  of  Synod  over  their  respective  roads  at 
reduced  rates  of  fare. 


The  Syuodical  Roll  was  then  called  finally,  and  the  following  mem- 
bers were  found  absent  without  permission,  viz. :  Revs.  J.  B.  Shontz, 
I.  M.  Motter,  and  Eldei-s  E.  Krone,  II.  Ilartzel,  M.  McSherry,  A.  H. 
Addams,  J.  H.  Hinea,  P.  B.  Mikesell,  and  J.  P.  Diehl. 

The  Minutes  were  then  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


AIITICLE  XXIII. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  in  Convention, 

Resolved,  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  annual  sessions  in  the 
First  Reformed  Church  of  llagerst^)wn,  Md.,  on  Wednesday,  the  16th 
day  of  October,  A.  D.  1878,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Adjourned  with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  singing  the 
Gloria  in  excelsis,  prayer,  the  doxology,  and  the  Apostolic  Benediction 
by  the  President. 

J.  A.  Peters,  President, 
Official  Copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 
Attest, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk, 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  MEBTINa 


m» 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomae  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States y  at  its  Annual  Sessions,  convened  in  General  Convention 
in  Hagerstown,  Md,,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Sev- 
enty-eight.    The  Sessions  commenced  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  Sixteenth,  and  continued  until  the 
night  of  the  Twenty-first  day  of  the 
month,  inclusive,  cU  eleven  o^ clock. 


AKTICLE  I. 

OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Synod  convened  in  Gerural  Convention,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, October  16th,  A.  D.  1878,  at  7i  o'clock,  in  the  First  Reformed 
Church  of  the  City  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,"  pursuant  to  appointment  of 
]ast  annual  meeting,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious  services. 
The  President  of  the  previous  year,  Rev.  John  A.  Pet-ers,  preached 
the  opening  sermon  from  2  Tim.  2:2 — "And  the  things  that  thou  hast 
heard  of  me  among  many  witnesses,  the  same  commit  thou  to  faithful 
Tnen,  who  shall  he  able  to  teach  others  also.^' 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.      FROM   THE   CLA8SIS   OF  ZION. 

Ministers. — Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.  D  ,  Jacob  D.  Zehring,  Aaron  Spang- 
ler,  Francis  S.  Lindaman,  Mo«e8  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  William  H.  Herbert, 
William  F.  Colliflower,  J.  Marion  Mickley,  Frederick  J.  Sauerber, 
John  Kretziog,  Israel  S.  Weisz,  D.  D.,  Rinehart  R.  Smith,  Reuben 
Rauhauser,  William  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Andrew  J.  Heller,  George  W. 
Olessner,  D.  D.,  Aaron  Wanner,  E.  GarVer  Willie ms,  Amos  H.  Kre- 
mer,  D.  D.,  and  the  Licentiates  Ambrose  D.  Gring,  and  Samuel  T. 
Wagner. 

Eld/rs. — William  A.  Wilt,  Jesse  M.  Forney,  Frederick  SaAemiller, 
Frederick  Gutshall,  John  Starsmith,  John   Hager,   Jacob  March, 


Michael  Neuman,  Alfred  H.  Addams,  Esq.,  William  Stack,  Michael 
Deatrick,  William  Sprenkle,  Emanuel  Reiber,  Jacob  Wetzel,  George- 
Hoke,  Henry  M.  Cocklin,  and  Elias  B.  Leiby. 

II.      FROM   THE   CLASSI8   OF    MARYLAND. 

Ministers. — Joseph  W.  Santee,  D.  D.,  Greorge  L.  Staley,  D.  D.,  Ed- 
mund R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  William  Goodrich,  Simon  S.  Miller,  J. 
Spangler  Kieffer,  Mortimer  L.  Shuford,  P.  Allison  Long,  Orange  E. 
Lake,  Joel  T.  Rossiter,  Nehemiah  H.  Skyles,  Henry  Wissler,  Tl 
Franklin  HofiFmeier,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  Leighton  G.  Kremer,  Abner 
R.  Kremer,  Anthony  Shulenberger,  John  G.  Noss,  George  B.  Russell,. 
D.  D.,  Jonas  B.  Shontz,  Charles  H.  Coon,  and  Licentiates  Marion  L. 
Firor,  Henry  E.  Cook,  and  George  M.  Zacharias. 

Elders, — Louis  Mark  ell,  David  C.  Hammond,  Matthias  P.  Zacha> 
rias,  Ezra  Williard,  Urias  Ramsburg,  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith,  John 
Stockman,  David  S.  Firor,  Benry  Biser,  William  A.  Hagerman,  Peter 
Middlekauff,  Christopher  G  Boyer,  Hon.  William  H.  Knode,  John 
T.  Ankeny,  Peter  B.  Mikesell,  and  Gideon  Remsburg. 

III.      FROM   THE   CLA8SI8   OF   MERGERSBURO. 

Ministers. — William  M.  Deatrick,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  A.  Carl  Whit- 
mer,  John  H.  Sykes,  Albert  G.  Dole,  John  A.  Peters,  Milton  H.. 
Sangree,  Henry  I.  Comfort,  David  N.  Dittmar,  David  M.  Whitmore^ 
John  M.  Schick,  William  I.  Stewart,  David  W.  Ebbert,  William  C. 
Cremer,  Franklin  F.  Bahner,  Henry  F.  Long,  J.  David  Miller,  Hen- 
ry S.  Garner,  J.  Alvin  Reber,  Jacob  Hassler,  Elnathan  E.  Higbee^ 
D.  D.,  and  Isaac  M.  Motler. 

Elders. — Samuel  B.  Snively,  George  Koons,  Henry  Omwake,  David 
Grove,  Cyrus  T.  Kieffer,  David  B.  Russell,  David  Fortney,  John 
Bowman,  John  G.  Lingcnfelt<jr,  Isaac  K.  Little,  William  Philips,  An- 
drew R.  Schnebly,  and  John  D.  Aurandt. 

IV.      FROM    THE   CLAS8IS   OF   VIRGINIA. 

Ministers. — John  C.  Bowman,  Barton  R.  Carnahan,  Samuel  N.  Cal- 
lender,  D.  D.,  Anderson  J.  Whitmore,  John  A.  Hoffheins,  Henry 
Tallhelm,  Henry  St.  J.  Rinker,  Charles  G.  Fisher,  and  the  Licentiate 
George  A.  Whitmore. 

Elders. — William  J.  Hensell,  William  H.  Bar^elt,  Jacob  Lants^ 
Emanuel  Wise,  Hiram  A.  Jordan,  Americus  J.  Souder,  Joseph  Wels- 
hans,  and  Richard  L.  Gray. 

V.       FROM    THE   CLAS8IS    OF    NORTH    CAROLINA. 

^F  ^r  ^r  ^h  ^^  'P  ^F  ^p 


VI.      FROM   THE   CLA8S18   OP   SAN   FRANCISCO. 
ADVISOr.Y   MEMBERS. 

From  the  Synod  of  the.  United  States, — Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D. 
D  ,  and  Peter  S.  Davis,  D.  D. 

From  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh. — Revs.  Henry  W.  Hoffmeier,  and 
William  F.  Lichliter. 

From  Zion's  Classis. — Elder  Louis  H.  Koch. 

From  Maryland  Claris, — Elder  Dennis  Remsherg. 

From  Mercershurg  Classis, — Elders  Jacob  Heyser,  and  Adam  B. 
Wingerd. 

MINISTERS   OF   OTHER   CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  ministers,  residents  of  Hagerstown, 
was  announced  from  time  to  time,  during  the  sessions  of  Synod,  viz : 

Rev.  J.  C.  Thompson  of  the  Presbyterian  Church ;  Revs.  J.  K. 
Williams  and  S.  W.  Owen  of  the  Lutheran  Church  ;  Revs  James 
Gamble  and  A.  S.  Hawk  of  the  Methodist  Church ;  Rev.  C.  L. 
Keedy,  Principal  of  the  Hagerdtown  Female .  Seminary ;  and  Rev. 
Levi  Keller  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Funkstown,  Md. 


KoTB — Many  of  the  members  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  Synod  after  the  first 
session,  and  hence  their  names  do  not  occnr  In  the  order  in  which  they  would  have 
appeared,  had  ther  been  premsnt  at  the  formation  of  the  Roll,  at  the  opening  session, 
but  in  the  order  of  their  appearance  upon  the  floor  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  IIL 


ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  Moses  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  President^  Gettysburg,  Pa. 
Rev.  William  M.  Deatrick  is  Stated  Clerk,  Mercershurg,  Pa. 
Rev.  Joseph  W.  San  tee,  D.   D.,   Corresponding  Secretary,  Cave- 
town,  Md. 

Levns  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  Treasurer,  Frederick,  Md. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  oF  ORDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order,  as  adopted  at  the  Synod  of  Chambersburg, 
were  then  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  Bar  of  the  House  was 
defined,  agreeably  to  these  Rules,  to  be  the  first  nine  pews  from  the 
pulpit 
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On  motion,  the  following  rules  were  adopted,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter,  in  every  instance,  written  credentials, 
properly  signed,  must  he  presented  hefore  an  elder  is  entitled  to  a  seat 
on  the  floor  of  this  Synod,  as  a  memher  thereof. 

Resolved^  That  hereafter  the  election  of  Synod's  Treasurer  be  sub- 
sequent to  the  presentation  of  hb  annual  report  to  the  Synod. 


The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  the  opening  and  closing  of 
the  current  sessions  of  Synod,  viz. : 

The  forenoon  session  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  1 1  i  o'clock.  The 
afternoon  session  to  begin  at  2  and  end  at  4]  o'clock. 

An  evening  session  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  the  last  day  of 
the  sessions. 


ARTICLE  V. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, viz : 

Religious  Services. — Revs.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  J.  D.  Zehring,  L.  G» 
Kremer,  and  Elders  D.  C.  Hammond,  and  J.  M.  Forney. 

Minutes  of  Synod. — Revs.  W.  M.  Beatrick,  J.  A.  Peters,  M.  H. 
Sangree,  and  Elders  J.  Stallsmith,  and  W.  J.  Hensell. 

Minnies  of  General  Synod. — Revs.  W.  F.  CoUiflower,  M.  L.  Shu- 
ford,  A.  Gr.  Dole,  and  Elders  J.  Hager,  and  E.  Williard. 

Overtures. — Revs.  I.  G.  Brown,  A.  Spangler,  J.  T.  Rossiter,  and 
Elders  0.  T.  Kieffer,  and  M.  Deatrick. 

Minutes  of  Classes. — Revs.  S.  S.  Miller,  J.  M.  Mickley,  H.  Wiss- 
ler,  and  Elders  A.  H.  Addams,  and  D.  S.  Firor. 

Examination y  Licensure,  and  Ordination. — Revs.  J.  W.  Santee, 
J.  0.  Miller,  S.  N.  Callendcr,  and  Elders  J.  March,  and  G.  S.  Griffith. 

State  of  Religion  ana  Statistical  Reports. — Revs.  A.  C.Whitmer, 
A.  C.  Geary,  0.  E.  Lake,  and  Elders  W.  A.  Wilt,  and  H.  Riser. 

Education. — Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  H.  I.  Comfort,  F.  S.  Linda- 
man,  and  Elders  L.  Markell,  and  S.  B.  Snively. 

Missions. — Rov.  W.  Goodrich,  F.  J.  Sauerber,  D.  M.  Whitmore, 
and  Elders  J.  Stockman,  and  J.  Bowman. 

Publication. — Revs.  J.  A.  Hoffheins,  P.  A.  Long,  W.  I.  Stewart, 
and  Elders  D.  Fortney,  and  M.  P.  Zacharias. 

Finance. — Revs.  J.  C.  Bowman,  W.  H.  Herbert,  D.  N.  Dittmar^ 
and  Elders  U.  Ramsburg,  and  J.  G.  Lingenfelter. 


Nominations,— ^Ys,  W.  C.  Cremer,  H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  J.  M. 
Schick,  and  Elders  D.  B.  Russell,  and  W.  A.  Hagerman. 

Ministerial  Necrology,— Kiivs,  G.  L.  Staley,  I.  S.  Weisz,  W.  R. 
H.  Deatrich,  and  Elders  W.  H.  Knode,  and  W.  H.  Bargelt. 


ARTICLE  VI. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Mercereburg,  Maryland,  Zion, 
Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Re- 
ligion and  Statistical  Reports,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  presented 
and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  audited. 

3.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  laid  before  Synod 
and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

4.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Tnistees,  of  the  Treasurer^ 
and  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster^ 
Pa.,  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

6.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Sup^n- 
tendent  of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of 
Home  Missions  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

6.  Six  other  Communications  were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VI. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  re- 
ligious services,  viz. : 

1.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  appropriate 
religious  services. 

2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  their 
report,  which  was  received,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  would  respectfully  report,  as 
follows : 
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SERVICES  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  SYNOD,  IN  FIRST  EEFORMED 

CHURCH. 

Thursday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier. 

Friday  Evening. — Synodical  Sunday-school  Board's  service,  con- 
ducted by  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith,  member  of  the  Sunday-school  Board. 

1st  Topic :  Sunday-school  Conventions,  how  to  conduct  them,  and 
their  benefits ;  to  be  discussed  by  Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert  and  Rev.  S.  S. 
MiUer. 

2nd  Topic :  The  Infant  Class :  to  be  discussed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Miller 
and  Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman. 

3rd  Topic :  Asking  questions — what  and  how  to  ask ;  to  be  dis- 
cussed by  Rev.  Dr.  Eschbach  and  Rev.  Dr.  Higbee. 

Saturday  A/temoon. — Services  preparatory  to  the  Holy  Communi- 
on :  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  Kretzing. 

Sunday  Morning. — Celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper :  sermon  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Kieffer,  President  of  Synod ;  liturgical  service  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Fisher  and  Rev.  Dr.  Callender. 

Sunday  A/temoon. — Sunday-school  services.  Addresses  by  RevB. 
A.  C.  Whitmer,  A.  C.  Geary,  and  A.  J.  Heller. 

Sunday  Evening.^  Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Noss. 

SERVICES   IN   OTHER  CHURCHES. 

Christ  Reformed  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  A.  R.  Kremer. 
Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  W.  F.  Colliflower. 

Salem  Reformed  Church. — Sunday  Afternoon.,  Rev.  N.  H.  Skyles. 

St  John's  Lutheran  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  J.  C.  Bow- 
man.    Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  J.  B.  Shontz. 

Trinity  Lutheran  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  Dr.  Staley. 
Sunday  Evening,  J.  T.  Rossiter. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  F.  F.  Bahn- 
er.     Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  B.  R.  Camahan. 

United  Brethren  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  J.  M.  Mickley. 
Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  F.  S.  Lindaman. 

Disciple  Church. — Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  Dr.  Weisz. 

St.  Matthew's  German  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  Aaroa 
Spanglcr. 

Presbyterian  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  [lev.  A.  C  Whitmer. 
Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  Dr.  Callender. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Spanoler  Kieffer, 

Chairman. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 


MINUTES  OF  SYNOD  AND  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  last  Annual  Meeting  and  those  of 
the  Qeneral  Synod  of  Lancaster  publicly  by  the  Synod  was  dispensed 
with,  and  the  Printed  Minutes  of  last  annual  meeting  were  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  to  report  the  items 
of  unfinished  business,  claiming  the  attention  of  this  meeting ;  and 
those  of  the  General  Synod  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  General  Synod  to  report  the  items  that  claim  the  at- 
tention of  this  Synod. 

During  the  session  of  Thursday  Forenoon,  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  Synod  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived, considered  item  by  item,  amended,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is 
4US  follows,  viz. : 

I.      REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON    MINUTES  OP   SYNOD. 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Minutes  of  Synod  for 
last  year,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  items  of  unfinished  busi- 
ness requiring  the  attention  of  the  present  sessions  of  Synod,  to  wit : 

Item  \,pnge  19.  The  term  of  office  of  Revs.  I.  6.  Brown,  W.  C. 
Cremer,  and  S.  N.  Callendor,  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
terminates  with  the  present  meeting  of  Synod. 

Item  2,  page  34.  Two  resolutions  apportioning  $4,500  among  the 
several  Classes  to  meet  the  indebtedness  and  current  expenses  of  the 
Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions. 

Item  3,  page  35.  The  terms  of  office  of  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller  and  El- 
der W.  A.  Wilt,  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  expired  Octo- 
ber 1st,  1878. 

Item  4,  page  35.  A  resolution  earnestly  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Tri-Synodic  Board  to  the  mission  work  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia, 
as  a  work  which  this  Synod  regards  with  special  interest  and  hope. 

Item  5,  pfige  35.  Action  looking  to  the  pledging  of  Synod  to  raise, 
in  the  way  of  church  extension,  its  proportion  of  the  amount  nscessary 
for  the  securing  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  of  a  Chapel  for  the  mission 
in  Washington  City,  was  laid  on  the  table  until  the  present  annual 
meeting  of  Synod. 

Item  6,  page  37.  An  assessment  for  the  Contingent  Fund  of  Syn- 
od is  made  upon  the  several  Classes. 

Item  7,  page  37.  A  large  deficit  is  reported  in  the  amount  needed 
to  reftmd  the  Two  Thousand  Dollars  borrowed  for  the  relief  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  Publication  Board,  as  authorized  by  the  Synod  of 
Winchester  in  1875. 
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Item  8,  i^age  38.  The  term  of  eervice  of  Elder  Louis  Markell,  a» 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod ,  will  expire  January  Ist^ 
1879. 

Item  9,  page  40.  A  resolution  requesting  the  Classes  to  hold  Sun- 
day-school Conventions  within  their  bounds,  so  far  as  practicable. 

Item  10,  page  40.  The  term  of  office  of  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  as 
a  member  of  the  Sunday-school  Board,  ends  at  this  meeting  of  Synod. 

Item  11,  page  41.  The  action  of  the  Synod  of  Winchester,  making 
it  the  duty  of  the  Sunday-school  Board  either  to  prepare,  or  have  pre- 
pared a  Manual,  giving  a  concise,  practical,  and  popular  aooonnt  of 
the  general  idea  and  scheme  of  the  '  hurch  Year,  with  specific,  de- 
tailed statements  of  the  significance  of  the  separate  days  and  seasons, 
and  the  logical  order  of  thought  contained  in  them,  is  once  more  re- 
iterated. 

Item  12,  page  41.  Action,  in  the  case  enjoining  and  commanding 
the  Classis  of  North  Carolina  to  desist  from  the  use  of  any  other  hymn 
book  by  her  congregations  than  those  already  aUowed,  until  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  grants  such  permission,  is  postponed  until  the  present  an- 
nual meeting  of  Synod ;  and  the  North  Carolina  Classis  is  commanded  to- 
give  the  Synod  official  information  in  regard  to  their  action  in  the  case. 

Item  13,  page  41.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  the  same  Classis  is  required 
to  send  forthwith  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  Classis  for  1876-77  to 
the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod. 

Iu>nt>  14,  page  42.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  have  fifteen 
hundred  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  sessions  of  Synod 
published,  and  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 

Item  lb,  page  43.  Agre..»ably  to  the  Charter  of  the  Publication 
Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  at  the  present  meeting,  to  elect  a 
member  of  said  Board,  for  the  term  of  four  years. 

Item  16,  page  47.  The  special  committee,  appointed  by  the  Synod 
of  Hanover,  in  1876,  of  which  Rev.  Dr.  Uigbee  is  cbaurman,  to  pre- 
pare and  publish,  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  committee  fh>m  the 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  an  edition  of 
"Hymns  for  the  Reformed  Church"  with  music,  is  continued  another 
year. 

Item  17,  page  48.  A  Standing  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrol- 
ogy was  appointed,  of  which  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick  is  chairman,  whose 
duty  it  is  made  to  report  at  this  meeting  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatbick, 
J.  A.  Peters, 
M.  H.  Sanqree, 
J.  Stallsmith, 
Wm.  J.  Hensell, 

Oommittti. 
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Items  1,  3,  8,  and  10  were  severally  adopted  and  then  referred  to- 
the  Standing  Committee  od  Nominations  to  make  the  necessary  nom- 
inations ;  for  the  action  of  Synod  on  items  2,  4,  and  5,  see  Article 
XIV.,  Missions ;  on  items  6  and  7,  see  Article  XY.,  Finance ;  on 
items  9  and  11,  see  Article  XYIII.,  Sunday-schools ;  on  items  12  and 
13,  see  Article  XIX  ,  Church  Government ;  on  items  14,  15,  and  16, 
see  Article  XX.,  Publication  ;  and  on  item  17,  see  Article  XXII., 
Ministerial  Necrology. 

II.      REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON    MINUTES   OF   GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  re- 
ported during  Monday  Afternoon's  session.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  received,  amended,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod  report, 
as  follows : 

Item  I,  page  26.  Revs.  J.  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  G.  W.  Glessner,  D. 
D.,  and  Elder  John  P.  Reed,  Esq.,  have  been  appointed  from  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac  to  attend  the  Presbyterian  Reformed  Alliance, 
to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  the  year  A.  D.  1880. 

Item  2,  page  43.  The  Boards  of  Missions  of  the  District  Synods 
are  requested  to  report  to  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  General  Syn- 
od, at  least  one  month  before  its  triennial  meeting,  a  statement  of  their 
labors  and  their  financial  condition  ;  and  each  Synod  is  also  requested 
to  send  annually  a  copy  of  its  Minutes  to  the  General  Synod's  Board 
of  Missions. 

Item  3,  page  43.  The  General  Synod  recommends  to  all  District 
Synods  and  the  Classes  the  feasibility  of  at  once  organizing  missionary 
societies  in  all  the  congregations  throughout  the  Church. 

Item,  4,  page  50.  The  General  Synod  directs,  that  the  claims  of  the 
Orphan  Homes  be  urgently  presented  by  the  ministers  and  elders  of 
aU  our  congregations  to  the  membership  of  the  Church,  and  to  adopt 
the  best  measures  to  develope  most  fully  the  spirit  of  charity. 

Item  5,  page  70.  An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  is  proposed, 
in  r^;ard  to  the  basis  and  mode  of  representation  of  the  Classes  in  the 
meetings  of  the  District  Synods. 

Item  6,  page  76.  This  Synod  is  entitled  to  elect  four  delegates,  two 
ministers  and  two  elders,  to  the  Commission  to  convene  in  the  city  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  November,  1879,  to  con- 
sider and  solemnly  deliberate  over  all  matters  in  controversy  withiiv 
the  Church,  with  a  view  of  devising  a  plan  of  amicable  adjustment. 

Item  5  y  page  78.  The  District  Synods  are  advised  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  duty  of  seeking  the  divine  guidance  and  blessing,  to  the 
end  that  special  prayer  be  offered  to  God  in  behalf  of  the  Commission 
to  be  appointed,  and  its  great  work  ;  in  the  regular  service,  and  in  the 
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-weekly  prayer-meetings,  at  the  time  yrhen  that  Gommifision  sball  meet 
for  deliberation. 

Iteni  8,  page  82.  The  sum  of  $260.00  was  assessed  upon  this  Sjn« 
od  for  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  General  Synod. 

Item  9,  page  85.  The  Stated  Clerks  of  the  several  District  Synods 
are  requested  to  furnish  three  copies  of  the  Minutes,  for  each  of  the 
three  preceding  years,  to  the  General  Synod,  for  its  use. 

Item  10,  page  89.  The  next  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  will 
take  place  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  on  Wednesday,  May  18th,  A.  D.  1881,  rt 
8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  F.  Colliflower, 
M.  L.  Shupord, 
A.  G.  Dole, 
'  John  Haqer, 

Ezra  Williard, 

Oommittu. 

Items  1,  2,  7,  9,  and  10  were  severally  adopted.  For  the  action  of 
Synod  on  item  3,  see  Article  XIV.,  Missions ;  on  4  and  6,  see  Ar* 
tide  XXI.,  Miscellaneous ;  on  item  5,  see  Article  XIX.,  Church  Got- 
€mment ;  and  on  item  8,  see  Article  XV.,  Finance. 


ARTICLE  IX. 


OVERTURES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  received,  acted  on  item  by  item,  adopted  as  a  whole, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  report, 
-to  wit : 

Item  1.  An  invitation  from  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  Al- 
sociation  of  Washington  County.  Md ,  now  open  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Ilagerstown,  to  visit  their  Exhibition. 

Item  2.  The  i*esignation  of  Rev.  Dr.  Higbee  as  Assistant  Editor  of 
The  Messenger.  ' 

Item  3.  The  resignation  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters  as  member  of  the 
Boards  of  Education  and  Missions  respectively. 

Item  4.  A  statement  from  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  that  said 
Board  has  appointed  the  Licentiate  Ambrose  D.  Gring  as  Missionaiy 
to  Japan,  and  asks  Synod's  hearty  co-operation  in  the  work. 

Item  5.  A  statement  of  the  condition  of  Bethany  Orphan's  Home 
at  Womclsdorf,  Pa.,  and  a  request  to  aid  in  enlarging  the  work  and 
^isefulness  of  said  institution. 
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Item  6.  A  petition  from  Revs.  J.  Ganfenbein  and  J.  Muellhaupt, 
members  of  San  Francisco  Classis  and  missionaries  of  the  Tri- Synodic 
Board  of  Missions,  requesting  the  Synod  to  make  provision  to  organ- 
ize a  new  Classis  out  of  the  territory  of  the  San  Francisco  Classis,  ly- 
ing north  of  the  State  of  California. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  G.  Brown, 
Aaron  Spangler, 
j.  t.  r08siter, 
Cyrus  T.  Kieffer, 
Michael  Deatrick, 

Committee. 

For  tlie  action  of  Synod  on  items  1,  2,  and  5,  see  Article  XXI.^ 
Miscellaneous ;  on  item  3,  see  Articles  XIII.  and  XIY  ,  Education, 
and  Missions  ;  on  item  4,  see  Article  XIY.,  Missions ;  and  on  item  6^ 
see  Article  XIX.,  Church  Government. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  presented  their 
report,  during  Friday  Afternoon's  Session,  which  was  received,  dis- 
posed of  item  by  item,  amended,  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Tour  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Classes  submit  the  following  as 
their  report : 

I.     irregularities. 

1.  North  Carolina  Classis  failed  to  furnish  the  Synod  with  their  re- 
port on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistics,  separately  from  their 
Minutes,  as  required  by  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Synod. 

2.  San  Francisco  Classis  failed  to  furnish  the  Synod  with  a  copy  or 
its  Minutes  for  the  past  year. 

3.  Zion's  Classis  met  in  adjourned  meeting  within  the  limits  of  an- 
other Classis. 

II.    requests  and  recommendations. 

4.  Zion's  Classis  refers  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, that  constitutional  arrangements  be  made  for  the  ordination  of 
Licentiate  Ambrose  D.  Gring,  whom  said  Board  has  appointed  mis- 
sionary to  Japan,  to  the  Synod,  to  determine  the  place  and  time  of 
ordination,  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  same. 
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5.  Meroersburg  Classis,  by  res  )lutioD,  expresses  its  willingiieBS  to 
ibis  Synod  to  transfer  Mercereburg  College  to  tbe  fostaring  care  of 
Synod)  if,  in  its  judgment,  it  is  prepared  to  have  such  an  institadoD 
•under  its  care. 


III.      APPEALS  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

None. 

ly.   SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO  CLASSES. 

« 

6.  Zion's,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  and  Virginia  Classes  took  favor- 
able action  on  tbe  subject  of  Home  Missions. 

7.  Zion's,  Maryland,  and  Mercersburg  Classes  took  favorable  action 
*on  Classical  Sunday-school  Conventions. 

8.  Maryland  and  Mercersburg  Classes  took  favorable  action  in  ref- 
•erence  to  the  increased  circulation  of  The  Messenger  and  other  peri- 
odicals of  the  Church. 

9.  North  Carolina  Classif  did  not  comply  with  the  Synod's  injunc- 
tion and  command  to  desist  from  the  use  of  any  other  hymn  book  by 
her  congregations  than  those  already  allowed,  until  the  General  Synod 
.grant  such  permission. 

V.      LICENSED,   ORDAINED,   RECEIVED,  AND  DISMISSED. 

10.  Zion's  Classis  licensed  Ambrose  D.  firing  and  Samuel  T.  Wag- 
ner ;  received  the  licentiate  Frederick  J.  Sauerber  from  the  Lancaster 
Classis,  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and  ordained  him ;  received  Rev. 
Wm.  D.  Lefevre  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis ;  dismissed  Rev.  F.  E. 
Vandersloot  to  the  Virginia  Classis,  and  Rev.  Solomon  B.  Schafer  to 
the  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

11.  Ma«-yland  Classis  licensed  Marion  L.  Firor  and  Henry  E.  Cook; 
received  George  B.  Russell,  D.  D.,  from  the  Allegheny  Classis,  and 
Rev.  Leigh  ton  G.  Kremer  from  the  Lebanon  Classis. 

12.  Mercersburg  Classis  licensed  Samuel  C.  Long  and  Isaac  N. 
Peightel ;  ordained  the  licentiates  J.  David  Miller,  Henry  S.  Gamer, 
Isaac  N.  Peightel,  and  J.  Alvin  Reber ;  received  Revs.  Franklin  F. 
Bahner  and  Cyrus  H.  Reiter  from  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  Rev. 
Henry  F.  Long  from  the  Tuscarawas  Classis,  the  licentiate  J.  David 
Miller  from  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  and  the  licentiate  J.  Alvin 
Reber  from  the  Lebanon  Classis  ;  and  dismissed  Rev.  Jeriah  S.  Shade 
to  the  Shelby  Classis,  Rev.  William  D.  Lefevre  to  the  Zion*s  Classis, 
Synod  of  the  United  States  Rev.  Carl  Gundlach  to  the  West  New 
York  Classis,  the  licentiate  George  N.  Abbott  to  the  Orange  Associ- 
ation of  Congregational  Ministers  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  the  licen- 
tiate Samuel  C.  Long  to  the  Iowa  Classis,  and  Rev.  John  A.  P^n 
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and  the  licentiate  John  B.  Kieffer  to  the  Lancaster  Glassis,  Synod  of 
the  United  States. 

13.  Virginia  Classis  licensed  George  A.  Whitmore. 

14.  North  Carolina  Classis  licensed  Robert  S.  Crooks. 

yi.      PLACE  AND  TIME  OF    THE  NEXT    ANNUAL    MEETINGS  OF 

THE  GLASSES. 

15.  Zion's  Classis  will  meet  in  Jacob's  Church  of  the  Emanuel 
Charge,  York  county,  Pa.,  on  Friday,  May  16th,  A.  D.  1879,  at  71 
o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  Aaron  Wanner,  Prestdf-nt,  Rev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Dea- 
tarich,  Staled  Clerk,  and  Elder  Wm.  A.  Wilt,  Treamrer. 

16.  Maryland  Classis  will  meet  in  Jefferson,  Frederick  County, 
Md.,  on  Thursday,  May  15th,  A.  D.  1879,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev. 
IJ.  H.  Skyles,  Frendent,  and  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  Stated  Clerk  and 
treasurer, 

17.  Meroersbui^Classis  will  meet  in  Shippensburg,  Cumberland 
•County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  May  14th,  A.  D.  1879,  at  7}  o'clock, 
P.  M.  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Gring,  Fresidentj  and  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Beatriok, 
JStated  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 

18.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  Smithfield,  Jefferson  County ,We8t 
Yirginia,  on  Thursday,  May  15th,  A.  D.  1879,  at  7i  o'clock  P.  M. 
Hev.  J.  A.  Hoffheins,  President,  and  Rev.  H.  St.  John  Rinker,  Staged 

Clerk  and  T}rea,8urer. 

19.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  Emanuel's  Church  in 
Bavidson  County,  North  Carolina,  on  Thursday,  May  22nd,  A.  D. 
1879,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  Rev.  J.  Ingle,  President,  Rev.  G.  W. 
Welker,  D.  D.,  Stated  Clerk,  and  Rev.  T.  Long,  Treasurer, 

20.  San  Francisco  Classis  will  meet  in  Stockton,  California,  June 
Ist  A.  D.  1879,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  J.  H.  Krueger,  President, 
and  Rev.  F.  Fox,  Stated  Clerk, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Simon  S.  Miller, 
J.  Marion  Mickley, 
Henry  Wissler, 
David  S.  Firor, 

Commitiet. 

Items  1,  2,  3,  6,  7,  8,  10,  11,  12,  l.S,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  and 
20  were  severally  adopted.  For  Synod's  action  on  item  4,  see  Article 
XrV.,  Missions ;  on  item  5,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous  ;  and  on 
it^m  9,  see  Article  XIX  ,  Church  Government. 
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ARTICLE  XL 


EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  and  ORDINATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordina- 
tion oflfered  the  followinj^  report,  at  Monday  Evening's  Session,  which 
was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  would 
offer  the  fbllowiii*;  report :  That  no  business,  nor  candidates  for  exam- 
ination were  referred  to  theui,  and,  therefore,  the  Committee  has^ 
nothing  further  to  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Santee,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XIL 


STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL 

REPORTS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical 
Reports,  made  the  following  report,  at  Monday  Evening's  session^ 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  to  wit : 

It  is  the  duty  and  joyful  privilege  of  the  Christian  to  walk  about  Zion, 
and  to  go  around  about  her,  telling  the  towers  thereof,  markine  well  her 
bulwarks,  and  considering  her  palaces,  that  he  may  tell  it  to  the  gener- 
ation following. 

To-day  again  we  must  look  at  our  Zion  in  the  light  of  another  past 
year,  and  the  view  is,  in  the  main,  truly  encouraging. 

All  the  Classical  reports  express  great  gratitude  to  God  for  the  health 
and  general  physical  ability  vouchsafed  to  our  Pastors,  enabling  themy 
with  but  little  interruption,  regularly  to  do  their  work. 

Not  a  single  minister  died  during  the  past  Synodical  year,  save  one, 
namely,  the  venerable  Rev.  Frederick  William  Vandersloot,  of  York, 
Pa  ,  who  was  gathered  unto  his  people  in  a  good  old  age. 

We  must  praise  the  Lord  also  for  the  very  general  peace  and  harmony 
prevailing  in  our  churches  ;  and  just  now  especially  it  becomes  us  grate- 
fully to  acknowledge  the  grace  and  goodness  of  God  in  the  hopes  which 
have  come  down  to  us  from  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  in  May  last, 
and  to  pray  for  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  order  that  these  fond 
hopes  may  be  most  fully  realized. 

From  the  Classical  reports  it  is  very  evident  that  there  has  been  gen- 
eral faithfulness  on  the  part  of  the  ministry  in  preaching,  catechization, 
visitation,  and  Christian  discipline. 

Of  course  the  work  of  the  Lord  has  been  hindered,  in  various  ways,  by 
the  weakness  and  wickedness  of  men,  as  well  as  by  the  malice  of  theaev- 


il  ;  and  so  it  comes  to  pass  that  the  Classical  reports  tell  of  spots  in  our 
feasts  of  charity,  occasional  strife,  illiberality,  a  lack  of  self-aenial,  and 
the  neglect  of  great  duties  to  Christ  and  His  holy  Church.     Yet,  not- 
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withstauding  these  manifold  hindrances,  we  have  evidence  of  reasonable 
growth  and  progress,  as  the  blessed  fruit  of  much  hard  work. 

We  have  no  news  of  any  extraordinary  religious  awakening,  nor  do  we 
expect  it ;  for  the  kingdom  of  God  cometn  not  thus,  but  as  if  a  man  should 
oast  seed  into  the  ground.  After  this  quiet  manner  of  grace,  however, 
our  growth  and  church  life  are  encouraging. 

The  visible  progress  of  the  Church  is  seen  in  the  increase  of  our  com- 
municant membership,  the  organization  of  new  congregations,  the  ordi- 
nation of  ministers,  tne  number  of  students  for  the  boly  Ministry,  the 
building  of  many  new  churches,  and  parsonages,  and  in  the  large  amount 
of  general  church  work  that  has  been  done. 

The  inner  life  of  ffrace,  however,  expresses  itself  in  many  ways,  which 
cannot  be  set  down  in  a  statistical  table;  and  accordingly  all  the  reports 
have  encouraging  words  in  regard  to  the  piety  of  our  people,  and  their 
growth  in  godliness  through  the  faithful  use  of  the  means  of  grace. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  statistical  tables  show,  that,  on  an  average,  each 
communicant  member  has  given  very  little  toward  the  benevolent  work 
of  the  Church,  as  compared  with  our  wealth ;  and  we  should  fear  lest  we 
fall  under  the  sore  curse  of  those  who  rob  God.  Worse  than  all,  is  the 
painful  fact  that  the  reported  alms  of  this  year  have  fallen  very  far  below 
the  amount  of  last  year. 

It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  our  educational  interests  have  seriously 
suifered,  from  financial  embarrassment. 

The  same  is  true  of  Home  Missions.  Synod  certainly  cannot  congrat- 
ulate itself  upon  what  has  been  done  in  this  department.  The  work  has 
gone  evenly  forward,  it  is  true;  but  we  must  humbly  confess,  before  God 
and  men,  that  in  this  great  central  work  of  the  Church  we  have  done 
quite  too  little. 

And  yet,  at  the  same  time,  we  must  adore  the  grace  and  good  provi- 
dence of  God,  who  has  led  our  Church  to  take  up  anew  the  work  of  For- 
eign Missions;  and  this  Synod  must  rejoice  also  in  the  fact  that  one  of 
its  own  sons  is  about  to  go  to  the  foreign  field. 

Another  very  pleasing  fact  is  the  increased  attention  that  has  been 
given  to  Sunday  School  work.  Many  conventions  have  been  held  ;  our 
Classes  are  more  alive  to  this  great  interest ;  our  schools  are  better  con- 
ducted, and  more  directly  under  the  care  of  the  churches  ;  and  very  en- 
couraging signs  are  seen  on  every  hand. 

This  general  view  of  our  Zion  should  fill  every  earnest  heart  with  de- 
vout thankfulness  to  the  triune  God,  by  whose  loving  hand  we  have  been, 
thus  brought  through  the  labor,  care  and  joy  of  another  year. 

To  Him  let  us  humbly  commit  our  persons  and  services,  praying,  for 
His  blessing,  and  go  forward  into  another  year  in  faith  and  hope  but  with 
greater  earnestness,  knowing  that  the  night  cometh. 

Glory.be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost:  as  it 
was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen^ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  Whitmeb, 
A.  C.  Geary, 
O.  £.  Lake, 
Wm.  a.  Wilt, 
Henry  Biser, 

Cominittee^ 

(For  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix.) 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 


EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  presented  its  annual  report  to  Synod,  dar- 
ing the  session  of  Friday  Forenoon,  which  was  received,  approved, 
and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education.  The 
report  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

I.   REPORT  OP  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brothers : — 

Your  Board,  at  its  meeting  in  Baltimore,  at  the  close  of  the  last  annual 
sessions  of  Synod,  re-elected  the  following  officers,  viz. :  Rev.  S.  N.  Cal- 
lender,  President^  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  Secretary^  and  Rev.  Wm.  M.  I>ea- 
trick,  Treasurer.  The  Executive  Committee  consists  of  Revs.  Wm.  M. 
Deatrick,  I.  G.  Brown,  and  Wm.  C.  Cremer. 

By  the  action  of  the  last  meeting  of  Synod,  the  Board  was  increased 
from  seven  to  nine  members,  by  the  election  of  two  additional  members. 
The  Synod  ordered  that  three  of  these  should  hold  office  for  three  years, 
three  of  them  for  two  years,  and  three  of  them  for  one  year,  and  also  that 
the  members  should  determine  among  themselves  their  respective  terms 
of  service.  This  was  accordingly  done  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  held 
immediately  after  the  final  adjournment  of  the  last  Synod,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result,  namely  :  Revs.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  J.  S.  Kieffer,  and  J. 
W.  Santee,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years  ;  Revs.  J.  A.  Peters,  Wm. 
Goodrich,  and  Elder  J.  Heyser,  for  two  years;  and  Revs.  I.  G.  Brown, 
Wm.  C.  Cremer,  and  S.  N.  Callender,  for  one  year. 

The  Board  held  a  meeting  in  Mercersburg,  last  April,  at  the  close  of 
the  session  in  the  Post  Graduate  Department  of  Mercersburg  College, 
and  attended  the  examinations  of  those  students,  who  had  received  theo- 
logical instruction  in  said  institution.  These  examinations  proved  credi- 
table to  the  young  men  and  satisfactory  to  the  members  of  the  Board. 
Messrs.  Marion  L.  Firor,  Samuel  T.  Wagner,  Samuel  C.  Long,  George 
A.  Whitmore,  and  Isaac  N.  Peightcl,  constituting  the  Senior  Class  in 
the  Post  Graduate  Course  of  study  in  Mercersburg  College,  after  having 
<;ompleted  the  full  three  years'  curriculum  of  theological  instruction, 
were  granted  certificates  of  dismissions,  with  recommendation  for  licen- 
sure, to  their  respective  Classes.  Messrs.  Long  and  Peightel  were  duly 
licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  Mr.  Firor  by 
the  Maryland  Classis,  Mr.  Wagner  by  the  Zion's  Classis,  and  Mr.  Whit- 
more-by  the  Virginia  Classis. 

The  Board  likewise  appointed  the  resident  members  of  the  Board  a 
committee  to  attend  the  examinations  of  those  beneficiary  students,  who 
were  connected  with  the  Collegiate  and  Preparatory  Departments  of  Mer- 
cersburg College.  These  examinations  took  place  during  the  month  of 
June,  and  the  Committee  reported  them  to  your  Board,  at  a  meeting 
held  in  Mercersburg,  June  26th,  1878,  as  being  very  satisfactory  to  the 
committee,  and  in  every  instance  as  displaying  commendable  progress  on 
the  part  of  our  beneficiary  students.  They  stand  well  in  their  respective 
classes.  The  second  and  third  highest  grades  of  scholarship  in  the  Col- 
lege were  awarded  to  beneficiary  students  connected  respectively  with  the 
Junior  and  Senior  Classes  of  the  last  Collegiate  year — the  former  a  bene- 
ficiary of  the  Maryland  Classis,  and  the  latter  a  beneficiary  of  the  Mer- 
cersburg Classis.     Your  Board  is  happy  in  being  able  to  state,  that  all 
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the  highest  grades  in  the  College  were  given  to  young  men,  who  are 
students  fc#  the  Holy  Ministry  ;  and  that,  in  no  instance,  did  the  schol- 
arship-grade of  any  beneficiary  student,  under  the  care  and  supervision 


of  the   Board,  fall  as  low  as  3 
for  admonition  to  increased 


3^ :  so  that  there  was  no  occasion  presented 
diligence  and  faithfulness  in  study. 

During  the  last  Synodical  year,  the  Board  had  under  its  care  and  super- 
vision the  following  beneficiary  students,  to  whom  appropriations  were 
made  by  the  several  Classes,  under  whose  fostering  care  they  respectively 
are,  to  wnt : 

Mercerahurg  Classis: — Isaac  N.  Peightel,  Samuel  C.  Long,W.Wilber- 
force  Deatrick,  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg,  Daniel  H.  Leader,  Albert  A.  Black, 
Ueorge  B.  Resser,  and  Jonathan  W.  Miller. 

Maryland  Classis : — Marion  L.  Firor,  E.  Ranson  Deatrick,  and  Charles 
I.  Baker. 

Virginia  Classis : — George  A.  Whitmore,  and  Samuel  L.  Whitmore. 

Zion^s  Classis: — Christian  W.  Summey.  Lawrence  M.  Hensell  was 
received  as  a  beneficiary  student,  at  our  meeting  in  Baltimore,  last  Octo- 
ber, upon  the  earnest  recommendation  of  Rev.  Dr.  Higbee,  and  is  now 
being  supported  as  such,  by  funds  furnished  by  the  Maryland  Classis. 
E.  Ranson  Deatrick  was  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  during  the 
present  summer,  by  the  action  of  the  same  Classis. 

The  Board  had  thus  under  its  care  and  supervision  fifteen  young  men, 
as  beneficiary  students.  Four  of  these  having  completed  their  course  of 
study  and  been  licensed,  the  Board  has  only  eleven  beneficiaries  at  pres- 
ent to  supply  with  funds.  Five  of  these  will  finish  their  theological  stud- 
ies next  Spring,  thus  reducing  the  number  to  six,  unless  others  are  re- 
ceived, in  the  mean  time.  The  diminishing  numbers  of  those  who  are 
preparing  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  as  shown  in  this  report,  should 
produce  earnest  inquiry,  whether  we  are  not  growing  lukewarm  in  the 
matter  of  educating  young  men  for  the  work  of  the  Christian  Ministry. 
Instead  of  allowing  our  zeal  to  provide  laborers  for  the  great  harvest  to 
abate,  we  should  rather  seek  to  increase  it.  The  foreign  field  is  now 
claiming  our  prayerful  consideration,  and  demanding  laborers.  In  our 
own  country,  the  great  West,  the  South,  the  North,  and  the  East  are 
readv  to  welcome  our  missionaries.  In  the  grand,  glorious  language  of 
the  f)ivine  Master  Himself,  "The  field   is  tlie  world."     "Occupy  till  I 


come." 


The  beneficiaries  have  all  received  their  stipends  punctually  and  have 
been  paid  up  to  date,  and  there  remains  a  handsome  balance  in  the  Treasury. 
The  Lord  has  graciously  prospered  this  part  of  the  work  And  this  too 
amid  the  financial  pressure  that  still  prevails,  and,  whilst  we  are  informed 
by  the  public  press,  that  the  falling  off"  in  the  contributions  to  the  Pres- 
byterian Board  of  Education  is  so  great,  that  the  appropriations  promised 
by  said  Board  must  be  reduced  one-fourth.  And  for  two  years  that  Board 
has  succeeded  in  meeting  no  more  than  three  of  its  four  quarterly  pay- 
ments, and  is  encumbered  with  a  heavy  debt.  Surely,  we  may  raise  our 
Eben-Ezer,  and  exclaim,  "Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us." 

Only  three  of  the  Classes  have  co-operated  with  your  Board  fully,  in 
carrying  forward  this  good  work,  and  another  Classis  only  in  part. 

At  the  present  time,  S.  H.  Eisenbcrg,  D.  H.  Leader,  S.  L  Whitmore, 
P.  W  Brown,  L.  M.  Hensell,  C.  Gumbert,  G.  B  Resser,  C.  K.  Kiesack- 
cr,  and  E.  S.  Hassler  aro  receiving  theological  instruction  in  the  Post 
Graduate  Department  of  Mercersburg  College,  and  W.  W.  Deatrick  and 
A.  A.  Black  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 
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The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  following 
sums  for  Beneficiary  Education,  during  tne  past  Synodical  ftear.  The 
different  pastoral  charges  are  credited  with  the  amounts  contributed  by 
each  respectively  ;  the  aggregate  paid  during  the  year  being  given,  omit- 
ting the  items  and  dates  of  payment,  viz.  : 

SYNOPSIS  OF  treasurer's  REPORT. 

Mercei'sburg  Clasais. 

Mercersburg    Charge, flOO.OO 

Chambersburg  "     lOO.OO 

Bedford  "     99.42 

Waterstreet  "     88.36 

Greencastle  "     70.24 

Mont  Alto  '*     69.54 

Friend's  Cove,  "     66.67 

St.  Clairsville  **     65.00 

St.  Thomas  "     48.00 

College  Church  "     40.00 

Loudon  '•     84.90 

Altoona  "     84.50 

Sulphur  Spring  "     20.00 

Everett  "     17.00 

Yellow  Creek  "     12.00 

Orbisonia  "     10  00 

St.  John's  of  Chambersburg 10.00- 

Middlebure        Charge, 8.62- 

Grindstonehill  "     7.20 

Schellsburg  '»     5.88 

Martinsburg  "     6.16^ 

Greenfield  "     4.44 

Huntingdon  ''     1.16 


Amount. $902.58 

Maryland  Claasis. 

Evangelical  Ref.  Church  of  Frederick, $154.61 

Manchester     Charge, 40.75 

Hagerstown          *'     30.76 

Middletown          "     80.00 

First  Church  of  Baltimore, 80.00 

Third  Church  of  Baltimore 28  00 

Jefferson          Charge 22.50 


Mechanicstown 
Mount  Moriah 
Boonsboro 
Clear  Spring 
Burkettsville 
Cavetown 
Mount  Pleasant 


20.50 
17  00 
18.00 
10.46 
lO.OO 
8.0O 
7.00 


St.  Stephen's  Church,  Knoxville, 3.00 


Amount, $425.56 

Virginia  Classis. 
Cash    per  Treasurer, $266.35 
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Zion^a  Claasia, 
Cash  per  Treasurer, $100.00 

Total  receipts, $1694.49 

Recapitulation.    Dr. 

October  16,  1877.  Balance  in  Treasury, $169.44 

Heceived  from  Mercersburg  Claasis, 902.68 

"  Maryland  "      425.66 

"  Virginia  "      266.35 

"  Zion's  "      100.00 

ToUl, $1863.98 

Contra.  Cr. 

Paid  beneficiaries  of  Mercersburg  Clas  is, $893.76 

"  Maryland  "       287.50 

"  Virginia  *'       316.04 

*'  Zion's  "       137  60 

Postage,  discount,  stationery,  &c., 2.94 

October  16,  1878.  Balance  in  Treasury, 276.20 

Total, $1868.93 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Board  of  Education. 

We  hereby  certify,  that  we  have  carefully  audited  the  account  of  Rev. 
"Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Potomac,  by  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct. 

The  foregoing  S^'nopsis  and  Recapitulation  are  a  faithful  statement  of 
ihe  same.     There  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  this  time,  of  $276.20. 

I.  G.  Brown, 
Wm.  I.  Stewart, 
October  16,  1878.  Committee. 

II.      REPORT   OF   THE   BOARD   OP  TRUSTEES   OP   THE  THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Brethren  : — The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  re- 
^spectfully  present  their  annual  report.  The  usual  semi-annual  and  an- 
nual meetings  of  the  Board  have  oeen  held  and  the  routine  business  trans- 
scted  The  only  important  step  we  took  was  the  emplovment  of  the  same 
counsel  engaged  by  the  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marsnad  College,  to  pros- 
•ecute  and  defend  the  interests  of  the  Seminary  in  the  matter  of  the  Wil- 
helm  bequest. 

No  additions  have  been  received  to  the  endowment  fund,  during  the 
Tear.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Seminary  is  fully  explained  by  the 
Treasurer's  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D    W.  Gross,  President. 
Edw.  J.  Zahm,  Secretary. 
Jno.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer. 
Xancaster,  Pa.,  Oct.  1,  1878. 


(( 
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III.      REPORT   OF   TREASURER   OF  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SExMINART. 

John  B.  Roth,  Treasurkr,  in  Account  with  Library  Fund  of  thb 

Theological  Seminary. 
DR. 

1877,  Amount  of  Principal, $2,069.96 

"     Oct.  1,  For  Balance  due  by  Treasurer  to  date $  103.90 

'*       ''     1,     "  Interest  A.  B.  Win^^erdto  Oct.  1,  1877, 23. '^6 

1878,  ''  22,     "         "       E.  J.  Zahm,                    "            7.60 

"     April  2,  '*         ''       E.  J.  Zahm,  April  1,  1878, 7.60 

'*         ''  15,  "         "       A.  B.  Wingerd,      1,     ".  24.6^ 

$167.06" 
CR. 

1877,  October  27,  By  am't  pd  I.  M.  Stoddart  &  Co.  Bill,....$  6.00 
'*  "  27,  "  ''  A.  Bendel,  "  ...  5.82 
*»     Dec         13,       "         "    F.  W.  Christern,           "    ...  4.60 

1878,  March  2,  "  ''  A.  H.  Roffe  &  Co.,  '*  ...  12.25 
'*  ''  11,  *'  "  I.  M.  Stoddart  &  Co.,  '*  ...  6.00 
"  April  4,  '*  "  A.  Bendel,  "  ...  6.75 
"  Mav  10,  ''  "  F.  W.  Christern,  "  ...  4.10 
"     June      21,       "         "   S.  H.  Zahm  &  Co.,         "    ...  9.80 

August  12,       "         "   F.  A.  Ga8t8,Ex.  Achgs,*'    ...       1.50 

Sept.      13,       "         "   A.  Bendel,  "    ...       6.10 

"         24,       '*         "   R.  Clarke  &  Co.,  "...      4.10 

66.92 

'*     Oct.  1,  Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer, $101.13 

Current  Expense  Account  of  Tlieological  Seminary  from  October  1,  1&77 

to  October'!,  1878. 
CR. 
For  amount  received  as  Interest  on  Endowment,  Building  and 

Pittsburg  Professor  Funds $  4970.66 

1877,  Oct.  1,  By  Balance  due  Treasurer, $1782.86 

1878,  "     1,  "   Sundry  payment  made  for  vouchers,....  4297.17 

$6080.03 

'*       "     1,  "    Balance  due  Treasurer, 1109.37 

Col.  interests  due  to  same  date, 1200.00 

Smoltz  Fund  Account. 
DR. 
Amount  of  Principal, $5000.00 

1877,  Oct.  26,  Interest,  P.  Franke  to  Oct.  1877, 150.00 

1878,  April  1,       '*  *'       "       "  April,  1878, 160.00 

'*     Sept.  13,      "         I.  Showalter  in  full, 19.00 

DR. 

1877,  Oct.    1,  By  amount  due  to  Treasurer  to  date $  10.61 

'*     Nov.  17,  "         "        paid  per  order  No.  1, 100.00 

"     Dec.  10,  '*        "          "          "            "     2, 50.00 

1878,  Mch.  15,  "         '*          **          "            "     3, 35.00 

"     Apl.  18,  **        "          "          "            "     4, 65.00 

"     Sept.    7,  "        "          "          "            "    5, 20.00 

"        ''     24,  "        "          *'          "            "     6, 20.00 

''        "     25,  **         "          "          "            ''     7, 26.00 

$325.61 

Amount  Dr.  down, 319.00 

Amount  due  Treasurer,  Oct.  1878 » $6.61 
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Building  Fund  Account, 

1877,  Oct.    1,  Amount  reported  to  Board, $12,221.29 

**       "        1,  To  George  Daniels,  Note  Paid, |2o.OO 

'*       8,  *'   I.  N.  Zimmerman,      "  6.00 

1878,  July  20,  "   Jno.  Laubach,  "  9.76 

»'     Aug.  19, "    A.  Wilhelm,  "  10.00 

49.76 

Total  amount,  Oct.  1,1878, $12,271.06 

Pittsburg  Profesftor  Fund  Account. 

1877,  Oct.  1,  Amount  reported  to  Board, $  1718.80 

1878,  "     1,  Int.  on  $1424,55  Principal  of  Notes  collected, 85.47 

Amount  of  Fund,  October  4,  1878, $1808.77 

The  Board  directed  the  Treasurer  to  transfer  the  sum  of  interest  to  the 
Contingent  Fund  account. 

£dw.  J.  Zahm,  Ree.  See. 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  Oct.  1,  1878. 

Endowment  Fund  Account 

1877,  Oct.  1,  Amount  reported  to  Board,. .• $64,487.81 

No  increase  to  Oct.  1,  1878.     Only  about  $60,000  dollars  of  this  fund 
is  interest  bearing. 

J  NO.  B.  Roth,  Treas. 

The  undersigned,  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the  Treasur- 
er's accounts,  and  compared  nis  vouchers,  find  them  correct. 

William  A.  Wilt, 
Geo.  Z.  Kunklb. 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  Oct.  1, 1878. 

IV.      REPORT   OP  THE   BOARD   OP   VISITORS   OP  THE   THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Respected  Brethren  : — The  Board  of  Visitors  take  pleasure  in  re- 
porting the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancas- 
ter, Pa.  The  Institution  was  opened  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Septem- 
ber, 1877,  all  the  professors  being  in  attendance.  Every  department  was 
regularly  pursued  during  the  whole  course  of  the  Seminary  vear.  The 
following  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Junior  class  :  Alfred  F.  Dreis- 
bach,  Jacob  S.  Hartzell,  Jefferson  E.  Kerschner,  William  J.  Kerschner, 
Charles  F.  Sontug,  and  Franklin  Wetzel,  all  graduates  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College.  The  Faculty  reports,  that  as  regards  Christian  piety 
and  diligent  application  to  study,  the  tone  of  the  Institution  has  been  on 
a  par  with  what  it  was  in  previous  years. 

The  members  of  the  Board  attended  the  examinations  at  the  close  of 
the  year.  These  examinations  exhibited  the  diligence  of  the  professors 
in  imparting  instruction  and  the  progress  of  the  students  in  their  studies. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  in  several  instances  this  progress 
was  not  juBt  what  might  be  expected,  but  as  a  whole  the  examinations 
were  approved. 

The  following  students,  members  of  the  Senior  Class,  having  finished 
the  whole  course  of  study,  were  honorably  di-^missed  from  the  Seminary 
and  recommended  for  license  to  preach  the  gospel  :  Adam  J.  Bachman 
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Henry  £.  Cook,  John  M  Evans  Benjamin  B.  Ferer,  Frederick  B.  Hahn, 
Stephen  S.  Kohler,  John  H.  Leinbach,  SHmuel  M.  Boeder,  Daniel  £. 
Kupley,  John  S.  Wagner  and  William  H.  Xanders. 

The  whole  number  of  students  connected  with  the  Seminary  during 
the  year  was  twenty-five. 

Although  it  may  not  fall  exactly  within  the  province  of  this  report, 
yet  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  members  of  the  graduating 
class,  all,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions,  had  found  fields  of  labor 
before  the  present  Seminary  year  openea.  The  harvest  in  the  Reformed 
Church  is  by  no  means  yet  suppliea  with  laborers.  The  number  of  min- 
isters in  proportion  to  the  membership  is  much  less  than  in  other  Pro- 
testant denominations.  Efforts,  therefore,  should  not  be  relaxed  to  seek 
out  and  encourage  young  men  of  the  proper  qualifications  and  talents  to 
enter  the  Seminary  with  the  view  of  preparing  themselves  for  the  holy 
ministry.  When  we  consider  the  yearly  mortality  in  the  ranks  of  the 
ministry,  the  large  size  of  our  charges,  and  especially  the  great  mission- 
ary field  yet  to  be  occupied  by  the  Reformed  Church,  the  conclusion  is 
clear  that  the  number  of  students  for  the  ministry  should  not  diminish, 
but  rather  increase.  At  the  same  time  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  qualifications  of  the  candidates  should  be  kept  up  to  a  hign  standard. 
The  age  requires  that  the  ministry  should  possess  not  only  proper  spirit- 
ual qualifications,  which  is  the  primary  desideratum,  but  also  thorough 
literary  culture. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Theodore  Appel,  Sec'y  of  Board, 
V.      REPORT   OP   THE   COMMITTEE  ON   EDUCATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Education,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Annual  Reports  of  the . 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  reported,  during  Satur- 
day Forenoon's  Session,  which  was  received,  amended,  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  on  Education  would  beg  leave  to  ofiTer  the  following 
as  their  report.  We  had  referred  to  us  for  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  this  Synod ;  and  the  Reports  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theoloei- 
cal  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.  From  these  documents  we  learn  that  the 
Board  of  Education  of  this  Synod  had  under  its  care,  during  the  past  year, 
fifteen  beneficiary  students  preparing  for  the  Holy  Ministry.  Of  this 
number  four  have  completed  their  full  course  of  study,  and  have  been 
licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Of  the  remaining  eleven,  five  are  receiv- 
ing instruction  in  the  Post  Graduate  Deimrtment  of  .Mercersburg  College, 
three  in  Mercersburg  College,  two  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lan- 
caster, and  one  in  Franklin  and  Marshall  College. 

There  were  twenty-five  students  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lan- 
caster, during  the  past  scholastic  year.  Eleven  of  these  have  graduated, 
and  been  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Treasury  of  our  Board  of  Education,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster  is 
healthy  and  encouraging. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  this  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  both  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
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there  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  students  preparing  for  the  work  of 
the  ministry.  Hence,  we  recommend  the  following  resolutions  for 
adoption  : 

Reaolvedy  That  our  pastors  and  consistories  be  directed  to  make  efforts 
to  increase  the  number  of  pious,  talented  young  men  to  prepare  theni- 
-selves  for  the  Gospel  Ministry. 

iUsolvedj  further.  That  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  Education  be  commend- 
ed to  the  several  Classes  and  the  churches  under  their  care. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  R.    ErtOHBACH, 

H.  I.  Comfort, 

F.  S.    LlKDAMAN, 

Louis  Markell, 

SaM'L.    B.    8NIVELY, 

Committee. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  3,  reported  the 
reaignation  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. The  resignation  was  accepted,  and  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Nominations  was  instructed  to  make  provision  for  the  filling  of  the  va- 
cancy, as  well  as  nominate  candidates  to  serve  for  three  years,  in  the 
place  of  those,  whose  term  of  office  expires  at  this  meeting  of  Synod, 
by  limitation.  At  the  election  for  members  of  the  different  Boards, 
Held  during  Monday  Afternoon's  session,  Rev.  J.  A.  Hoffheins  was 
•elected  for  one  year,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  and  Revs.  I.  G.  Brown,  Wm.  C.  Cremer  and  S. 
N.  Callender  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

MEMBERS  OF   THE   BOARD   AND   TERMS   OF   SERVICE. 


Rev.  I  G.  Brown, 3  years. 

Wm.  C.  Cremer, 3  "  " 

S.  N.  Callender, 3     "     . 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 2     *' 

J.  S.  Kieffer, 2     '*     . 

J.  W.  Santee, 2     " 

Wm.  Goodrich, 1     ♦* 

J.  A   Hoffheins, 1     " 

Elder  J.  Heyser, 1 


a 


October, 

1881. 

1881. 

1881. 

1880. 

1880. 

1880. 

1879. 

1879. 

1870. 

XIV. 


MISSIONS. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Superinten- 

•dent  of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of 

Home  Missions  were  laid  before  Synod,  and  referred  to  the  Standing 

Committee  on  Missions.     Items  4  and  5  of  the  Report  of  the  Stand- 
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ing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  were  likewise  referred  to  the 
same  C(»mmittee.  A  letter  was  also  received  from  the  Rev.  C.  Cort 
of  Iowa  Classis,  and  referred  to  the  same  Committee,  in  which  he 
earnestly  entreats  the  Synod  to  redeem  its  pruiiiise  of  $500.00  to  the 
Missionary  Board  of  Iowa  Classis,  to  be  sent  through  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Board  of  Mi&sions  of  the  General  Symid,  as  made  at  the  Sjifod 
of  York  in  1876. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  during  the  scssioa 
of  Saturday  Forenoon,  and  their  report  was  received,  amended,  and 
adopted.     These  Reports  are  as  follows  : 

I.      REPORT   OF  THE   BOARD   OF   HOME   MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

Kkv.  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — We  herewith  transmit  to  you  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  Trefesurer  of  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States.  These  reports  pre- 
sent an  encouraging  view  of  our  Missionary  operations,  notwithstanding 
the  flnanciHl  embarrassment  of  the  country,  and  show  that  the  Lord  has 
prospered  our  work. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows,  that  our  collections  this  year  have  been 
$1500  in  excess  of  the  lust  year  The  indebtedness  to  Missionaries  which 
was  about  $7000,  at  the  close  of  last  year,  has  been  reduced  by  direct  pay- 
ment by  the  Board,  or  through  the  Classes  in  whose  bounds  some  of  these 
Missions  have  been  located,  to  $3000. 

We  have  been  conipelled  to  borrow  $800  to  meet  pressing  wants  of  our 
Missionaries  on  the  Pacific  coast  We  placed,  as  seemed  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  three  Synods,  a  Missionary  in  cnarge  of  St.  Stephen's  church, 
organized  by  the  Maryland  Classis,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
This  mission  costs  the  board  necessarily  more  than  any  other,  and  will 
consequently  increase  our  expenditure.  We  have  reason  to  believe  the 
liberality  of  the  Maryland  Classis  will  respond  to  meet  this  increase. 

We  feel  assured  that  if  one-tenth  of  all  our  churches  shall  introduce 
the  plan  of  auxiliary  societies,  as  suggested  by  the  Board,  instead  of 
$1600,  we  shall  have  from  four  to  five  thousand  in  excess  next  year  to 
report. 

We  shall  need  this  coming  year  $10,000  to  successfully  carry  on  our 
work,  independent  of  the  $8000  still  due  the  missionaries.  Lastyear  we 
asked  of  the  Synods  $16,000  ;  this  year,  in  all,  we  ask  only  $13,000.  And 
we  now  respectfully  request  the  Synods  to  make  provision  for  this  amount, 
in  such  a  way  as  they  may  deem  best. 

We  would  suggest  that  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Uni- 
ted Statt^s  provide, $7,500 

Sj-nod  of  the  Potomac, 8,6lO 

Synod  of  Pittsburgh, ^.^  2,000 

$18,000 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller,  Preaideni, 
W   H.  H.  Snyder,  Secretary. 
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II.      REPORT   OP   THE   SUPERINTENDENT  OF   HOME   MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Refor^ned  Church  in  the  United  States,  the  Pittsburgh 
Synodj  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

Hevkrknd  and  Dear  Brethren  : — In  presenting  my  first  annual  re- 
port as  Superintendent  of  Missions,  in  the  oounds  of  the  Eastern  Synods 
lerein  addressed,  I  enumerate  first  the  different  missions  under  your  care 
n  the  several  States,  in  which  they  are  located,  so  as  to  present  a  Geo- 
p>aphical  view  of  the  territory  embraced  in  the  missionary  field. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Catasauqua. — This  mission  reports  a  membership  of  ninety-five  mem- 
yers.  Confirmed  nine.  Received  by  renewal  of  profession  three.  Bap- 
ized  twenty-two.  There  is  a  prospect  of  soon  effecting  an  arrangement 
)y  which  this  mission  will  be  connected  with  neighboring  congregations, 
ind  so  will  not  need  any  further  assistance  from  the  Board.  It  has  a 
leavy  debt,  which  interferes  with  its  success  and  prosperity  very  serious- 
y.  Pastor  John  J.  Crist.  Appropriation  last  year  $350.  This  year 
1300. 

AUentoum. — ^The  missionary  reports  the  mission  in  a  prosperous  con- 
lition,  and  expects  soon  to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  Chapel.  Num- 
ber of  members  70,  received  by  confirmation  6,  by  certificate  23,  dis- 
aissed  30,  S.  S.  scholars  130.  Fastor  John  J.  Fritzingcr.  Appropria- 
lon  $300. 

Easton. — Members  76.  Received  by  baptism  18  and  by  confirmation 
.  S.  S.  scholars  94  This  mission  worships  in  their  own  chapel  on  Col- 
fge  Hill,  upon  which,  however,  there  is  still  some  debt  resting.     It  is  in 

prosperous  condition.     Pastor  D.  Y.  Heisler.     Appropriation  $200. 

Reading. — The  mission  congregation  in  this  city  have  erected  a  fine 
irge  church  and  parsonage  valued  at  $22,000,  but  there  is  a  debt  of  $10,- 
00  remaining  on  it,  which  they  are  making  efforts  to  reduce  yearly,' 
*he  membership  numbers  290.  S.  S.  scholars  325.  Additions  during 
de  year  by  letter  and  confirmation  41.  Baptisms  60.  The  membership 
re  generally  poor  in  this  world's  coods,  but  willing  and  liberal  accord- 
ig  to  their  ability.  T.  e  pastor  labors  under  a  heavy  burden  of  care  and 
asponsibility,  yet  hopefully.  Pastor  John  W  Steinmetz.  Appropria- 
ion  this  year  $300.     Last  year  $400. 

West  Philadelphia. — This  mission  has  prospered  during  the  year.  The 
lembership  has  increased,  and  prospects  seemed  fair  for  its  final  success. 
Iirough  inadequate  support  ana  the  cares  and  burdens  thereby  entailed, 
le  pastor's  courage  and  health  have  given  away,  and  he  now  thinks  it 
ill  be  necessary  for  him  to  leave  the  field.  We  can  only  hope  that  help 
laj  come  in  time  to  save  the  interest  from  serious  disaster.  Pastor  J.  S. 
'andersloot.     Appropriation  last  year  $300. 

Harrisburg  Second  Reformed  Church. — Members  100.  Added  during 
le  year  16.  Dismissed  8.  S.  8.  scholars  170.  Value  of  church  proper- 
r  $7,000,  debt  $120.  The  condition  of  this  mission  is  prosperous.  Pas- 
>r  George  W.  Snyder. 

Harrisburg  Zwingli  Church — Oerman. — Members  66.  Additions  7.  S. 
.  scholars  45.  Church  property  valued  at  $7,000,  with  a  debt  of  $1800. 
aster  (recently  resigned)  W .  T.  Gerhart.  Appropriation  last  year  $260. 
acant. 

Columbia. — This  mission  has  steadily  prospered  under  the  efficient  la- 
>r8  of  its  present  pastor.     The  membership  now  numbers  166     Additions 
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•during  the  year  16.    Paptisras  19.     S.  S.  scholars  185.   The  congregation 
owns  a  church  building  and  parsonage  valued  at  $12^000,  with  a  oebt  of 
^1700  resting  upon  it.     Pastor  C.  Clever.     Appropriation  $50. 

Wilkesbarre. — The  German  and  English  interests  in  this  city  are  now 
united  in  one  congregation  under  the  care  of  a  pastor  who  preaches  Ger- 
man and  English.  The  membership  numbers  about  250  with  a  growing 
S.  school.  They  own  an  eligible  church  property  centrally  located,  but 
are  burdened  also  by  a  pretty  large  debt.  Tne  prospects  of  the  mission 
are  good.     Pastor  F.  K.  Levan.     Appropriation  $400. 

Lock  Haven. — Members  40.  S.  S.  scholars  80.  Additions  4.  Bap- 
tisms 7.  The  mission  has  purchased  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church 
building,  and  are  thus  provided  with  a  house  of  worship.  It  is  struggling 
through  many  difficulties  and  making  progress  in  the  midst  of  many  di^ 
couragements.     Pastor  Isaac  S.  Stahr.     Appropriation  $300. 

Wilhinaburg  and  East  Liberty. — The  missionaries  at  this  place,  Rev.  J. 
M.  Souder  and  Rev.  H.  D.  Darbaker,  have  been  absent  from  these  points, 
during  several  months  of  the  past  summer,  partly  on  account  or  their 
Ileal th,  but  their  places  have  been  supplied  by  Rev.  W.  F  Lichliter  with- 
out any  additional  expense  to  the  missions  or  the  Board.  They  have  both 
returned  to  their  charges,  with  improved  health,  and  they  report  the  con- 
dition of  the  missions  as  prosperous,  although  they  both  have  suffered 
much  from  the  times.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  thankfulness  and  encour- 
agement that  so  many  congregations  are  growing  up  in  and  around  Pitts- 
burgh, where  but  a  comparatively  short  time  ago,  we  were  without! 
single  church.  Bro.  Daroaker,  although  improved  in  health,  expects  to 
withdraw  from  the  mission  at  East  Liberty  the  1st  of  January  next.  Ap- 
propriation to  East  Liberty  $30  >,  to  Wilkinsburg  $250. 

Orbisonia. — Members  96.  Additions  8.  Baptisms  14.  This  mission 
is  prospering.  A  new  church  is  soon  to  be  dedicated.  Pastor  J.  M. 
.Scnick.     Appropriation  $150. 

Sulphur  Springy  Bedford  Co. — The  annual  report  from  this  mission 
speaks  encouragingly.  The  charge  is  engaged  in  paying  off  the  debt  on 
•cnurch  and  parsonage.  Members  145.  Baptisms  11,  and  a  catechetical 
class  preparing  for  confirmation.  Pastor  Wm.  Aug.  Gring.  Appro- 
priation $200. 

Chamber abur g  (Oermaji). — This  mission  is  at  present  vacant^  but  it  i? 
expected  that  it  may  soon  be  supplied  again  with  a  regular  pastor.  Old 
appropriation  $75. 

Duncannon. — Members  130.  Baptisms  18.  Additions  by  confirmation, 
certificate,  &c.  14.  S.  S.  scholars  175.  The  condition  of  the  mission  is 
reported  as  prosperous.  The  people  are  faithful,  and  the  pastor  is  active 
in  improving:  the  condition  of  the  charge,  which,  were  it  not  for  a  debt 
on  the  churi-h,  at  Marysville,  might  be  expected  before  long  to  become 
self-supporting.     Pastor  U.  H.  Heilman.     Ai>propriation  $225 

Shenandoah. — This  mission,  during  part  of  the  year,  was  without  a  pas- 
tor. It  is,  however,  again  supplied,  and  is  reported  to  be  in  an  encourag- 
ing condition.     Pastor  J.  G.  Neff.     Appropriation  $300. 

Allegheny. — The  mission  congregation  in  this  place  has  been  called  to 
pass  through  many  trials.  At  })resent  it  is  again  without  a  pastor,  and 
Its  pros})ects  are  not  very  encouraging  The  Superintendent  visited  it. 
and  ]>reached  for  the  congregation,  and  the  Board  will  do  all  it  can  to  aid 
in  promoting  its  interest  and  welfare.     Vacant. 

TituHviUc. — This  mission,  an  important  one  among  the  foreign  Gkr- 
mnns,  continues  to  prosper.  During  the  year  there  was  a  change  of  pas- 
tors     It  is  served  at  present  by .     Former  appropriation  $150. 
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Scotfdale. — This  point,  during  the  past  year,  has  been  joined  with  oth- 
er congregations,  and  thus  passed  out  of  the  care  of  the  Board.     The  mis- 
sionary has  taken  charge  of  a  new  field  of  labor,  within  the  bounds  of 
Westmoreland  Classis,  including  the  mission  at  Scottdale.     Its  appropri- 
ation was  $200. 

VIRGINIA. 

Winchester, — This  mission,  which  consists  of  two  congregations,  is 
moving  forward  about  as  usual,  and  making  a  sure  and  steady  progress. 
The  membership  at  Winchester  is  77,  at  Smithfleld  28,  in  all  115.  Ad- 
ditions during  the  year  by  confirmation  and  letter  10.  Baptisms  10. 
Each  congregation  has  a  church,  the  one  at  Smithfleld  being  a  union 
church.  There  is  also  a  parsonage,  on  which  some  debt  is  still  resting. 
Psfitor  Charles  G.  Fisher.     Appropriation  $300. 

MiddUbrook. — This  mission  has  been  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Board, 
during  the  past  year.  Rev.  A  J.  Whitmore  is  laboring  in  it  with  much 
self-denial,  and  with  good  success.  It  is  the  farthest  point  southward  in 
the  Virginia  Valley,  and  is  very  worthy  of  aid.  The  Superintendent  vis- 
ited the  mission  during  the  year,  and  was  encouraged  with  its  good  pros- 
pects. During  the  summer  one  of  the  congregations  erected  a  new 
church,  which  it  is  believed  will  strengthen  the  mission,  and  open  up  the 
way  to  make  it  self-supporting.     Appropriation  $150. 

DELAWARE. 

Wyoming, — It  is  but  a  few  years  since  the  Reformed  Church  entered 
this  State.  The  mission  at  Wyoming  continues  to  advance  in  prosperity, 
although  it  is  separated  from  the  populous  sections  of  our  Cnurca,  and 
must  act  as  a  pioneer  mission  in  a  new  field.  The  prospect  of  a  new  mis- 
sion on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  will  bring  to  it  fellowship  and 
sympathy.     Pastor  E.  H.  Diffenbacher.     Appropriation  $300. 

MARYLAND. 

Cumberland  (Oemian). — This  mission  has  a  membership  of  150.  Ad- 
ditions during  the  year  12.  During  the  last  four  vears  the  additions  were 
88.  Sunday  school  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Cliurch  property  is  worth 
$5,000,  on  which,  however,  there  is  a  debt  of  $2500.  During  the  past 
vear  the  mission  secured  for  itself  a  cemetery  which  is  a  great  benefit  to 
It.  $700  were  paid  for  local  purposes,  and  *50  for  benevolent  purposes. 
This  is  an  encouraging  mission.  Pastor  F.  R.  Schwedes.  Appropria- 
tion last  year  |300 ;  this  year  $250. 

Easiem  Shore. — During  the  year  a  new  congregation  was  organized  at 
Ridgeway,  Caroline  County,  with  37  members,  by  our  missionary  at  Wy- 
oming, which  expects  soon  to  erect  a  new  church.  The  whole  peninsula 
is  an  exceedingly  interesting  field  for  missionary  labor. 

DISTRICT   OF   COLUMBIA. 

The  English  mission  in  Washington  has  at  length  been  organized  and 
obtained*  the  services  of  a  regular  pastor.  The  congregation  numbers  be- 
tween 20  and  25  members,  six  having  been  added  since  the  present  pastor 
took  charge,  and  as  many  more  are  expected  to  be  received  shortly.  The 
importance  of  this  mission  has  been  made  known  to  the  Church,  in  vari- 
ous ways,  and  it  has  pledged  to  it  the  interest  and  support  of  the  Synods, 
and  especially  the  Classis  in  whose  bounds  it  is  located.  Members  21. 
Additions  6.  Baptisms,  infant,  4.  Sunday  school  scholars  80.  Uncon- 
firmed 9.     Pastor  Dr.  George  B.  Russell.     Appropriation  $1200. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

San  Francisco. — A  short  time  ago,  our  faithful  missionaTv  at  this  point, 
"Rev.  John  H.  Krueger,  resigned  with  the  approbation  of  the  Councilr 
with  the  view  of  taking  charge  of  a  new  mission  in  California.  As  there 
was  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  mission  to  secure  the  services  of 
Rev.  J.  Fuendeling  as  their  pastor,  the  Council  consented  to  their  enter- 
ing into  an  election  for  him,  on  condition  that  it  should  not  receive  any 
further  direct  appropriation  from  the  Board.  To  this  condition  both  pas- 
tor and  people  con.«onted,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  arrangement  will  be 
a  beneficial  one.  Rev.  Fuendeling  entered  upon  his  labors  the  let  of  Oc- 
tober.    Appropriation  last  year  $2i25. 

Napa  City. — With  the  approbation  of  the  Board,  Rev.  Frederick  Foi 
has  withdrawn  from  this  mission,  where  he  has  been  laboring  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  the  fruits  of  which  are  the  erection  of  a  new  church,  and 
the  gathering  together  of  an  interesting  and  pious  congregation.  The 
prospects  now  are,  that  the  mission  will  secure  the  services  of  a  suitable 
man,  at  an  early  day.  There  are  many  openings  for  missions  among  the 
Germans  in  California,  and  a  number  of  new  missions  might  be  started 
if  we  had  the  money.     Appropriation  last  year  $310. 

OREOOK. 

Portland. — This  mission,  amidst  difficulties,  has  moved  forward  pros- 
perously, with  manifold  tokens  of  the  divine  favor.  A  new  church  ha^ 
oeen  put  up  with  admirable  arrangements  for  the  use  of  the  congrega- 
tion. The  members  show  much  zeal  and  self  denial  in  laboring  with  their 
pastor.  This  is  a  very  interesting  and  promising  mission.  Fastor  Rev. 
John  Gantenbein.     Appropriation  this  year  $300,  last  year  $350. 

Saletn. — Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt  has  succeeded  in  organizing  two  small  con- 
gregations during  the  year  and  his  mission  promises  well  for  the  future. 

The  Rev.  Machtersheim  is  teaching  at  Walla  Walla,  in  Washington 
Territory,  and  laboring  with  much  zeal  to  organize  a  mission  at  this 
place.  Another  missionary  is  expected  to  enter  this  field  soon,  with  the 
view  of  starting  a  mission.  Oregon  and  Washington  territory  are  also 
exceedingly  promising  fields  for  missionary  labor. 

SUMMARY. 

Missionaries, 28 

Membership, 2740 

Additions  during  the  year, 336 

Baptisms         "        "       '*     451 

Sunday  school  scholars S080 

Contributions  for  missions  and  benevolent  objects, $    866 

"■  for  local  objects, $15,886 

Value  of  Church  Property, $160,900 

Indebtedness, .'. $51,170 

The  Treasurer's  report  and  the  financial  statement  of  the  Board  will 
show  the  financial  condition  of  the  niissionarv  work. 

Since  I  undertook  the  oflice  of  the  Superintendency,  my  labors  have 
been  arduous.  Knowing  the  importance  of  increasing  the  contrfbution.^ 
throughout  the  Church,  to  the  cause  of  missions,  it  has  been  one  of  my 
principal  objects,  during  the  year,  to  visit  the  older  charges,  and,  by 
preaching  on  the  subject,  and  consultation  with  pastors,  to  stir  up  new 
interest.  An  eftbrt  was  made  at  the  opening  of  the  year  to  secure  special 
collections  in  order  to  meet  the  immediate  pressing  wants  of  our  mission- 
aries. Quite  a  number  of  congregations  responded  to  this  call.  8o»  also, 
T  have  aimed  to  turn  to  account  the  usual  harvest  services  for  this  cause, 
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Tisiting  and  preaching  in  a  number  of  charges.  In  this  way  I  have  been 
engaged  pretty  much  every  Sunday,  preaching  two  and  three  times,  and 
occasionally  during  the  week.  In  connection  with  mv  services  in  this 
way  I  have  occasionally  delivered  scientific  lectures,  devotine  the  pro- 
<!eea8  to  the  cause  of  missions,  in  one  form  or  another.  My  labors  have 
been  thus  far  chiefly  in  East  Pennsylvania,  where  the  numerical  strength 
and  wealth  of  the  Church  are  so  great  in  proportion  to  other  sections. 

I  have  urged  upon  pastors  and  congregations  the  importance  of  c^irry- 
ing  out  the  recommendations  of  Ihe  Board,  and  Council,  in  reference  to 
organizing  missionary  societies.  *  In  many  congregations  this  plan  has 
been  adopted  with  good  results.  Contributions  to  missions  will  never  be 
what  they  should  and  may  be  without  any  special  burden,  until  they  be- 
come systematic.  If  we  can  reach  all  our  members  and  secure  something, 
however  small,  regularly  from  each  member  and  each  Sunday  school 
scholar,  the  treasury  would  always  be  adequate  to  the  demands  made  upon 
it.  Here  lies  in  great  part  the  secret  of  success.  Any  method  that  will 
aid  in  reaching  this  result  is  highly  to  be  commended.  It  is  believed  that 
the  organization  of  missionary  societies  according  to  the  plan  submitted 
will  do  much  towards  bringing  about  this  result.     I  think  it  would  have  a 

food  effect  if  the  Synods  would  add  the  weight  of  their  authority  and  in- 
uence  in  enjoining  this  matter  upon  all  the  charges.  In  these  times  of 
:financial  depression,  it  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death  for  our  missions  to 
keep  up  the  necessary  amount  of  funds ;  and  the  only  way  to  secure  this 
is  to  reach  all  the  members.  It  is  believed  that  the  special  efforts  put 
forth  will  show  good  results  in  a  larger  amount  contributed  this  year, 
than  last  year,  but  the  movement  in  this  direction  is  only  begun,  and  it 
may  reasonably  be  expected  that  the  contributions  will  go  on  increasing 
tor  years  to  come  without  additional  burden  on  the  churches.  In  our 
woA  in  this  direction  we  have  looked  to  the  future.  « 

I  have  also  visited  a  number  of  our  missions  in  the  Virginia  Valley,  in 
Delaware,  up  the  Sjsquehanna,  «&c.,  and  endeavoured  to  ascertain  their 
•condition,  and  wants,  as  well  as  to  carry  to  them  encouragement.  A 
b^inning  for  a  new  mission  has  been  made  at  Eidgeway  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland.  The  congregation  is  at  pre  ent  supplied  by  the  mis- 
sionary at  Wyoming,  Delaware,  out  before  long  it  will  need  the  services 
of  a  missionary  of  its  own.  1  have  explored  a  new  field  at  Great  Bend, 
in  the  northern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  north  branch  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, where  there  is  a  growing  settlement  of  our  people  who  are  ready 
for  Church  organization.  It  is  believed  that  this  point  and  Binghamp- 
ttm,  New  York,  which  I  also  visited,  may  constitute  a  missionary  charge. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  that  the  English  mission  in  Washing- 
ton city  has  at  length  been  established,  and  a  pastor  settled  over  it.  Dr. 
G.  B.  Kussell  has  been  laboring  there  since  January  last.  It  will  no 
doubt  require  time  and  patience,  faith  and  hard  labor,  to  bring  this  en- 
terprise to  a  successful  issue,  but  our  experience  in  such  cities  as  Pitts- 
burgh, and  Cincinnati,  should  encourage  the  Church,  to  persevere  in  faith 
and  hope. 

The  Reformed  Church  is  gradually  gaining  a  foothold  on  the  Pacific 
Slope.  In  California  and  in  Oregon  we  now  have  churches  where  a  few 
vears  ago  we  were  unknown.  In  some  places  the  progress  has  been  slow, 
m  others  more  encouraging.  Only  those  who  are  in  close  communica- 
tion with  the  missions  know  the  many  trials  and  difficulties  through 
which  they  must  pass  before  they  become  successfully  established.  But 
this  is  their  gracious  baptism. 

The  Church  at  large  needs  to  have  revived  throughout  all  its  borders  a 
missionary  spirit.    Instead  of  fearing  that  we  may  nave  more  candidates 
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for  the  ministry,  than  can  find  fields  of  labor,  the  Church  ought  to  prfty 
for  more  laborers,  especially  for  a  class  of  young  men,  full  of  zeal,  and  » 
spirit  of  self-denial,  who  may  not  only  be  willing  but  eager  to  go  forth 
und  labor,  as  our  forefathers  in  the  ministry  in  this  country  labored,  ta 
lay  the  foundations  for  the  future  in  new  and  destitute  fleld!s.  Might  it 
not  be  well  for  our  schools  of  the  prophets  to  pay  special  attention  to  this 
side  of  ministerial  preparation  in  their  training  of  young  men  for  the- 
holy  office  ? 

Just  as  he  was  preparing  to  gather  up  the  fruits  of  his  labors,  and  bring 
the  whole  personally  before  the  several  Synods,  the  Superintendent  was 
overtaken,  in  the  providence  of  God  with  a  serious  and  somewhat  pro- 
longed spell  of  sickness,  so  that  the  present  report  must  be  prepared  by 
other  friendly  hands.  He  regrets  very  much  tnat  he  cannot  be  present 
at  all  the  meetings  of  the  Synods  and  bring  before  them  personally  the 
fruits  of  his  observation  and  experience  in  urgine  forward  a  cause  which 
lies  so  near  the  heart  of  the  Church.  But  he  feels  assured  that  an v  disad- 
vantage which  mav  result  from  his  illness,  in  these  respects,  will  be  more, 
than  made  up  by  the  warm-hearted  zeal  and  rich  experience  of  those  in 
the  Board  and  Council  with  whom  he  has  labored  so.  harmoniously  and 
pleasantly  during  the  past  year.  With  the  prayer  that  the  blessing  or 
the  groat  Head  of  the  Church  may  abundantly  rest  upon  the  missionary 
work  of  the  Church,  he  closes,  and  hereby  respectfully  offers  this  imper- 
fect report  of  his  labors. 

Theodore  Appbl, 

SupeHntendent 


III.      REPORT   OF  THE   TREASURER  OF   HOME   MISSIONS. 

• 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 

I  would  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  Statement  of  moneys 
received  and  disbursed  for  Missions  during  the  year  ending  October  8tn, 
1878. 

SYNOD   OF   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

Received  from  Classis  of  Philadelphia 1162.36 

*'  **  "    Tohickon 739.27 

'*           ''  "  *'    Goshenhoppon, 977.11 

"           "  "  "    East  Pennsylvania 1428.99 

"           "  •'  "    Lebanon 964.58 

"  "  ''    Lancaster 677.25 

"          ''  "  "    East  Susquehanna 323.95 

''  "  "    West  Susquehanna 582.40 


Total  from  Synod  of  the  U.  S $6766.91 


SYNOD   OK   THE   POTOMAC. 

Received  from  Classis  of  Zion $  724.63 

"  *'  '*       ''    Maryland 1309.72 

"  '*  "       "    Mercersburg 447.60 

'*       "   Virginia 128.00 


.(  u 


Total  from  Synod  of  the  Potomac $2609.9^ 
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SYNOD  OF  PITTSBURG. 

Heceived  from  Treasurer  of  Synod $1076.7** 

"  "     Classis        "   Clarion 8.00 

"  "  "  '*   Saint  Paul, 46.83 

"  «'  "  "   Somerset 66.97 

Total  from  Synod  of  Pittsburg 11196.50 

MISCELLANEOUS  SOURCES. 

Received  from  Classis  of  San  Francisco $  20.06 

"  "      a  friend  in  Michigan 6.00 

"  *•      Loans 796.60 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Oct.  8,  1877 570.84 

$1891.89 

Total  from  all  sources $10958.75 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Orders  of  Board  paid  during  year (10578.40 

Paid  Treasurer  of  Iowa  Classis 186  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 240.86 

110968.75 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  sum  contributed  by  the  church  for  Mis- 
sions, during  the  year  just  closed,  is  about  $1600  in  excess  of  last  year's 
contributions,  but  still  inadequate  to  pay  oft'  the  indebtedness  of  the 
Board  to  the  Missionaries.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  Great  Head  of 
the  Church  will  dispose  Ilis  professed  people  to  greater  liberality  during 
the  next  year,  so  that  at  its  close  the  Board  may  find  itself  out  of  debt. 

Ver}'  Respectfully  submitted, 

W  M.  H.  Seibert,  TVeasurer. 
Harrisburg,  Oct.  8,  1878. 

The  undersigned.  Auditing  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  have 
exanvined  the  foregoing  account  of  \Vm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  said 
Board,  comparing  it  with  his  vouchers  and  find  it  correct. 

W.  H.  H.  Snyder, 
D.  W.  Gross. 
Harrisburg,  Oct.  8,  1878. 

IV.      REPOBT   OP   COMMITTEE   ON    MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  MLssioDs  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  as 
their  report : 

They  have  had  the  following  documents  placed  in  their  hands  for  con- 
sideration, namely — the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  the  Keport  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri- 
Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  the  letter  of  Rev.  C  Cort,  and  items  4  and  5 
of  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod. 

From  these  ofiScial  reports,  your  Committee  learns,  that  there  has  been 
contributed  for  missions,  during  the  past  year,  the  following  sums :  Synod 
of  the  United  States  $6766.91;  Synod  of  the  Potomac  $2630.00;  Synod 
of  Pittsburgh  $1196.60 ;  and  miscellaneous  sources  $1371.84.  Total  $10,- 
968.75.  Disbursed  by  order  of  the  Board  $10,678.40;  paid  Treasurer  of 
Iowa  Classis  $185.00:  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $240.86. 
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The  indebtedness  of  the  Board  has  been  reduced,  during  the  year,  from 
:$7,000  to  $8,000,  which  is  indeed  very  encouraging.  The  Superintend- 
ent reports  twenty-eight  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Tri-Synod  Board, 
and  these  are  almost  all  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Tour  Committee  can 
but  give  an  imperfect  synopsis  of  the  work,  and  from  which  it  is  evident 
we  have  much,  as  a  Church,  to  encourage  us  to  go  forward,  and,  with  re- 
newed zeal,  to  gather  the  harvest,  that  God,  in  His  gracious  providence, 
has  caused  to  ripen  in  the  field  of  our  Church. 

In  regard  to  items  4  and  5  of  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Synod  referred  to  the  Committee,  we  would  report,  as  follows : 
We  notice  from  the  Superintendent's  Report,  that  there  are  two  missions 
in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  Winchester  and  Middlebrook.  The  latter  was 
received  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  during  last  year.  They  receive  an 
annual  appropriation  of  $450.00.  We  cheerfully  report  also,  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  and  Superintendent  has,  in  a  measure,  been  bestowed 
upon  this  field. 

In  reference  to  the  action  of  Synod  last  year,  in  regard  to  the  Mission 
in  Washington  City,  your  Committee  would  recommend  that  this  Synod 
proceed  to  take  some  definite  action  in  relation  to  this  important  mission. 
The  Committee  recommends  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions,  viz. : 

Resolvedj  That  this  Synod,  in  its  judgment,  deems  it  necessary  for  the 
success  of  the  Washington  mission,  that  the  sum  of  $2000,  at  least,  be 
raised  in  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  for  the  purchasing  of  a  lot  and  the 
erection  of  a  chapel ,  in  addition  to  the  $8,000  already  assumed  by  the  Mary- 
land Classis ;  and,  also  that  this  sum  be  apportioned  to  the  other  Classes, 
as  follows :  Zion's  Classis  $1,000,  Mercersburg  Classis  $900,  Virginia 
Classis  $50,  North  Carolina  Classis  $25,  and  San  Francisco  Classis  f  25. 

Resolved^  further.  That  such  measures  be  adopted  by  those  Classes,  at 
their  next  annual  meetings,  as,  in  their  judgment,  will  most  speedily  se- 
cure these  respective  amounts. 

Resolved^  also,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  assumed  by  this  Synod, 
the  Board  of  Missions  be  requested  to  issue  an  appeal  to  the  entire  Church, 
thus  aflfording  every  member  of  the  Church,  baptized  as  well  as  confirmed, 
an  opportunity  to  give  towards  the  building  of  a  Chapel  for  the  Wash- 
ington City  mission. 

The  Board  of  Missions  will  need  the  sum  of  $13,000,  this  comine  year, 
to  sustain  its  missions.  The  amount  assigned  to  this  Synod,  for  this  pur- 
pose, is  $3,500.00. 

The  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions,  in  this  connection,  is  recom- 
mended, to  wit : 

Resolvsdj  That  this  sum  be  apportioned  among  the  different  Classes  of 
this  Synod,  as  follows:  Zion's  Classis  $1,100,  Maryland  Classis  $1,300, 
Mercersburg  Classis  $1,100,  Virginia  Classis  $300,  North  Carolina  Clas- 
sis $100,  and  San  Francisco  Classis  $50^making  $8,950.00. 

Resolvedj  That  the  Synod  hold  a  missionaiy  meeting  on  Monday  even- 
ing of  the  present  sessions  ;  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions presiae  on  the  occasion  ;  that  Revs.  Dr.  Russell  and  A.  C.  Whitmer 
make  addresses  on  the  subject  of  Home  Missions  •,  that  Revs.  A.  D.  Gring 
and  A.  Wanner  deliver  addresses  on  Foreign  Missions ;  and  that  a  collec- 
tion be  lifted  on  the  occasion  for  the  cause  of  missions. 

As  to  the  communication  of  the  Rev.  C.  Cort,  in  regard  to  the  promise 
of  Synod  at  York,  Pa.,  in  1876,  with  reference  to  the  appropriation  of 
$500  for  missions  in  Iowa  Classis,  your  Committee  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following : 
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Jtesolvedy  That  this  Synod  reouests  all  the  pastors  belonging  to  it,  to 
take  up  a  special  collection  for  the  payment  or  the  implied  obligations, 
made  at  the  Synod  of  York,  in  1876,  to  missions  in  Iowa  Classis  and  mis- 
sions in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  the  money  to  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions;  and  that  any  sum  in  excess  of  the 
required  amount  go  into  the  Treasury  of  sa.d  Board  and  be  applied  to  its 
tises. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

William  Goodrich, 
D.  M.  Whitmore, 
F.  J.  Sauerber, 
John  Stockman, 
John  Bowman, 

Commitiee. 

In  this  connection,  the  following  additional  resolutions  were  adopted, 
viz.  : 

Resolved^  That  all  moneys,  which  shall  be  raised  within  the  bounds  of 
this  Synod  for  the  erection  of  a  Chapel  for  the  use  of  the  mission  congre- 
gation in  Washington  City,  shall  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Syn- 
odic Board  of  Missions,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  designated. 

Resolved^  further,  That  the  Maryland  Classis  be,  and  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  appoint  a  Committee,  who  shall,  conjointly  with  the  mission 
congregation  in  Washington  City,  regulate  the  purchasing  of  a  lot  and 
the  building  of  a  «hapel  lor  said  mission,  and  the  committee  so  appointed 
bv  Maryland  Classis  shall  have  power  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions  ror  such  funds  as  shall  have  been  placed 
in  his  hands  for  this  specific  purpose. 


During  the  conBideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Staoding  Committee 
on  Missions,  the  item  in  reference  to  the  interests  of  missions  in  the 
State  of  Vir^nia  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  S.  S.  Miller,  A.  Gr.  Dole.  A.  H.  Kremer,  and  Elders  D.  B.  Rus- 
sell and  W.  A.  Wilt.  This  Committee  reported,  during  the  session  of 
Monday  Afternoon.     Their  report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is 

as  follows : 

• 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  item  in  the  Report  of 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions,  having  reference  to  the  mission 
work  within  the  bounds  of  the  Virginia  Classis,  would  offer  the  following 
report.  The  Committee,  having  conferred  with  the  brethren  of  Virginia 
Classis,  and  having  considered  the  interests  of  the  Church  within  said 
Classical  domain,  would  suggest  the  following : — 

Ist.  That,  in  view  of  the  hopeful  futuie  of  the  missions  at  Winchester 
and  Middlebrook,  this  Synod  commend  these  missions  to  the  continued 
fostering  care  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions. 

2nd.  That  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions  be  requested  to  place,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  a  suitable  person  in  the  field  of  Virginia  Classis  to  ex- 
plore the  territory;  and  also,  that  the  Board  determine  the  time  in  which 
the  work  shall  be  done,  and  the  compensation  to  be  given  for  the  work. 

drd.    That,  as  soon  as  one  or  more  promising  fields  are  found,  the  Tri- 
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Synodic  Board  of  Missions  be  requested  to  appropriate,  in  addition  to  what 
may  be  raised  by  these  fields,  such  amount  as  may  be  needed  to  support  a 
missionary  there. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

Simon  S.  Miller, 
A.  G.  Dole, 
A.  H.  Kkemer, 
I>.  B.  Russell, 
W.  A.  Wilt, 

Coynmittee. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  nnder 
item  2,  that  $4,500  had  been  apportioned,  at  last  annual  meetings 
among  the  sev2ral  Classes  of  this  Synod,  for  the  work  of  Home  Mis- 
sions. The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of 
Mission  shows,  that  none  of  the  Classes  fully  met  their  apportionments 
for  Missions. 


The  Synod  approved  the  General  Synod's  recommendation  of  the 
feasibility  of  at  once  organizing  missionary  societies  in  all  the  congre- 
gations throughout  the  Church,  and  referred  the  matter  to  the  several 
Classes  for  their  favorable  action. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  3,  reported  the 
resignation  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters  as  a  member  of  the  Boa^  of  Mis- 
sions. The  resignation  was  accepted,  and  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Nominations  was  instructed  to  make  provision  for  filling  the  vacancy, 
as  well  as  nominate  candidates  to  serve  for  four  years,  in  the  place  of 
those  whose  term  of  service  expired  October  1st,  1878,  by  limitation. 
At  the  election  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  held  during  the 
sessions  of  Monday  Afternoon,  Rev.  Ellis  N.  Kremer  was  elected  for 
two  years,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Elev.  J.  A. 
Peters,  and  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller  and  Elder  Wm.  A.  Wilt  were  re-elected,, 
to  serve  for  four  years,  as  members  of  the  Synodic  Board  of  Missions* 

MEMBERS   OF   THE   BOARD   AND   TERMS   OP   SERVICE. 

Rev.  J.  O.  Miller, 4  years, 

Elder  Wm   A   W^ilt, 4  '*  

Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer, 3  **  

Elder  G.  S.  Griffith, 3  ''  

Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach, 2  '*  

Rev.  Ellis  N.  Kremer, 2  *'  

Elder  Henry  Wirt, 1  ''  


October  1, 

1882 

1882 

1881 

1881 

1880 

1880 

187& 

On  Monday  Evening  a  very  interesting  missionary  meeting  was 
held,  according  to  the  programme  proposed  by  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Missions.     Upwards  of  Two  Hundred  Dollars  were  paid  in 
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cash  or  pledged  towards  aiding  in  the  erection  of  a  new  church  edifice 
in  the  Middlebrook  mission,  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  rapidly  ap- 
proaching completion.  A  collection  for  Missions  was  also  lifted,  in 
addition,  amounting  to  some  twenty  dollars. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  OveHura*?,  under  item  4,  reported  a 
-communication  from  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  stating  that  said 
Board  had  appointed  the  Lie  -ntiate  Ambrose  D.  Gring,  a  member  of 
this  Synod,  as  Missionary  to  Japan,  and  also  asking  Synod's  hearty  co- 
operation in  the  work  of  Foreign  Mis?ions. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  under  it^m  4,  re- 
ported the  reference  by  Zion's  Classis  to  the  Synod  of  the  request  of 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  addressed  to  said  Classis,  that  consti- 
tutional arrangements  be  mide  for  the  ordination  of  the  Licentiate 
Ambrose  D.  Gring.  Zion's  Classis  requested  that  this  Synod  deter- 
mine the  place  and  time  of  ordination,  and  mike  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements. The  whole  matter  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  Revs.  J.  A.  Peters,  J.  0.  Miller,  A.  Spongier,  and  Eld- 
ers W.  A.  Wilt  and  G.  S  Griffith.  This  committee  reported,  as  fol- 
lows, which  was  received  and  adopted : 

7\>  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  have  been  referred  the  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  Overture  from 
Zion's  Classis  in  regard  to  the  ordination  of  the  Licentiate  Ambrose  D. 
Gring,  who  has  been  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  as  Mis- 
sionary to  Japan,  beg  leave  to  offer  for  your  adoption  the  following  reso- 
lutions, to  wit: 

I.  Resolved^  That  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Gring  to  the  work  of  missions  in  Japan,  be  approved 
by  this  Synod. 

II.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
<Board,  coming  to  us  through  the  action  of  Zion's  Classis,  make  provision 
for  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Gring  to  the  Holy  Ministry ;  and,  moreover, 
'requests  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  to  allow  the  ordination  service  to 
be  held,  during  its  approaching  sessions,  at  Easton,  Pa. 

III.  Resolved^  That  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  be  duly  presented, 
.at  the  missionary  meeting  of  this  Synod,  if  such  meeting  be  appointed 
to  be  held. 

IV.  Resolved,  That  the  Foreign  Missionary  work  be  earnestly  com- 
mended to  our  churches  as  an  object  worthy  of  their  prayers,  and  especi- 
ally the  progress  and  success  of  the  Missionary  in  his  labors,  who  has 
just  been  commissioned  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

V.  Resolved^  That  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  be  cordially  recom- 
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mended  to  our  people  and  congregations  as  an  object  eminently  worUiy 
of  their  confidence  and  pecuniary  help. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  Peters, 
J.  O.  Miller, 
Aaron  Spanqlbr, 
G.  S.  Griffith, 
W.  A.  Wilt, 

Committee. 

At  the  close  of  the  missionary  services  on  Monday  Evening,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  we  as  a  Synod  do  now  approach  a  throne  of  mercy,  and 
beseecli  our  kind,  heavenly  Father  to  bestow  His  richest  blessing  upon 
our  dear  Brother,  and  to  spread  over  him  the  wings  of  His  protecting  love 
and  favor,  and  to  endow  nim  abundantly  with  every  needful  gift  and 
grace  for  his  responsible  work. 

The  Synod  accordingly  engaged  in  special  prayer  and  supplication 
in  behalf  of  the  Missionary  and  his  important  work,  who  is  to  go  forth^ 
in  due  time  as  Foreign  Missionary  to  Japan.  These  truly  solemn 
and  impressive  services  were  conducted  by  the  President  of  Synod, 
who  led  the  Synod  at  the  throne  of  heavenly  grace,  for  a  short  time^ 
in  fervent  prayer  in  behalf  of  Missionary  Gring  and  his  blessed  work. 
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ARTICLE  XV. 
FINANCE. 


1.    treasurer's  report. 


The  Treasurer  of  Synod  submitted  his  Annual  Report  to  Synod, 
which  was  received,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Comoiittee  on 
Finance,  for  the  purpose  of  being  audited.     The  Report  is  as  follows : 

Louis  Markkll,  TreaaiireTj  in  account  with  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

DR. 

October  18,  1877,  To  balance  in  Treasurv, 1126.40 

"       23,      "■     To  cash,  Missionarv  Collection, 26-31 

May       16,  1878,  To  canh  of  MercorsWrtr  Classis, 80.00 

June         5,      ''         '*              Marvhmd  cTassis, 76.00 

August    3,      "         ''              North  Carolina  Classis, 26.00 

Sept.       12,      ''         "              Zion's  Classiis, 80.00 

October  18,      "         "              Virginia  Clu-ssis, 25.00 

Making $437.71 

CONTRA.    CR. 

November  3,  1877,  by  cash  j)aid  AVni.  H.  Scibert,  Treasurer  of 

Home  Missions, $     26.81 

January  2,  1878,  Bv  cash  paid  Small  &  Welsh  for  printing  Min- 
utes,  .^ 120.87 
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January  2, 1878,  By  cash  paid  Rev.Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk, 

expenses, $  19.60 

May  16,  1878,  By  cash  paid  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Salary  as 

Stated  Clerk, 76.00 

October  18,  1878,  By  cash  paid  for  freight  on  Minutes  of  General 

Synod, 9.85 

October  18,  1878,  By  balance,  cash  on  hand, 186.0$; 

Making $487.71 


II.      REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE  ON   FINANCE. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  reported,  daring  the  seBsion 
of  Monday  Afternoon,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  aa 
follows,  viz. : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  examined 
the  Treasurer's  Report,  with  accompanying  vouchers,  and  find  it  to  be 
correct.  There  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  a  balance  of  (186.- 
08.  To  meet  the  estimated  current  expenses  of  this  Synod,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  one  half  of  the  assessment  ($130.00)  laid  upon  this  Synod  by  the 
late  General  Synod,  the  Committee  recommends,  that  the  sum  of  ^90.00- 
be  assessed  upon  the  several  Classes,  as  follows  : 

Zion's  Classis, fllO.OO 

Mercersburg  Classis, 110.00' 

Marvland  Classis, IIO.OO 

Virginia  Classis, 80.00" 

North  Carolina  Classis, 80.00- 

Making $390.00* 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  C.  Bowman, 

D.    N.    DlTTMAN, 

W.  H.  Herbert, 
Urias  Ramsburg, 

J.  G.  LiNGENFELTER, 

/         Chmmittee, 


Item  6  of  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of 
Synod,  laid  on  the  table  at  the  time  of  considering  said  Repwt,  wa» 
adopted,  the  Treasurer's  Report  showing  that  all  the  Classes  had  paid 
their  assessments  for  contingent  expenses. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  reported, 
under  item  9,  an  assessment  by  the  General  Synod  upon  the  Synod  of 
the  Potomac  of  $260.00,  for  Contingent  Fund  of  General  Synod. 

On  motion,  the  amount  was  accepted,  and  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Finance  was  instructed  to  apportion  one  half  of  it  upon  the  several 
Gasses ;  the  other  half  to  be  provided  for,  in  like  manner,  next  year. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OP  SYNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  presented  their  annual  repjrt  to 
Synod,  which  was  received  and  approved,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  beg  leave  to  report,  as  follows : — Your 
Board  held  two  meetings  during  the  year  that  has  just  ended.  Rev.  J. 
O.  Miller  was  chosen  President,  and  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  Secretayy. 
Owing  to  sickness  in  the  family  of  the  agent  of  Synod,  Rev.  M.  H.  San- 
gree,  nothing  was  done  towards  liquidating  the  remaining  indebtedness 
of  $818  87,  reported  la^st  year  on  the  loan  of  $2,000  for  the  relief  of  the 
Printing  Establishment.  So  that  this  amount  with  interest  for  the  year 
is  still  unnaid.  Three  hundred  dollars  of  this  amount,  at  least,  is  already 
subscribea,  and  will  shortly  be  paid  over.  We  have  authorized  the  agent 
to  prosecute  the  work  for  another  year,  with  the  hope,  that,  by  the  close 
thereof,  he  may  secure  the  balance  needed  to  pay  off  said  indebtedness. — 
"We  hope  the  S^'nod  will  commend  this  agent  to  the  churches,  and  solicit 
especially  the  co-operation  of  the  pastors  and  consistories,  that  have  not 
yet  assisted  in  liquidating  this  claim,  by  securing  further  subscriptions. 

The  term  of  Elder  Louis  Markell,  as  a  member  of  the  Board,  will  ex- 
pire January  Ist,  1879. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller,  President 

At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod, 
Elder  H.  Wirt  Schriver  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Synod. 

MEMBERS   OF   THE   BOARD    AND    TERMS    OP   SERVICE. 

Elder  H.  Wirt  Schriver, 5  years, Januarv  1,  1884 

Rev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich 4      '^     -   *  1,  1883 

Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D 3      "     '*       1,1882 

Rev.  J.  O.  Miller, 2      "     "       1,  1881 

Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach, 1      ''     "       1,  1880 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

Nothing  occurred  under  this  head. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 


COMPLAINTS, 

Nothing  took  place  under  this  head. 
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ARTICLE  XVIII. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-school  Board  presented  its  fifth  Annual  Report,  dur- 
ing the  session  of  Friday  Morning,  which  was  received  and  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows : 


The  Sunday-school  Board  roj)ort,  that  they  have  D|ade  suitable  arrnnije- 
ments  for  the  Friday  Evening  Sunday-school  Meeting  of  the  Synod,  and 
.a«k,  that  a  similar  meeting  be  ordered  to  be  held,  on  Friday  Evening  of 
the  next  sessions  of  Syno<l.  The  Board  has  also  prepared  a  letter  to  the 
Sunday-school  Board  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  urging  the  pub- 
lication of  a  larger  lesson  paper,  which  shall  contain  lessons  for  three  grades 
of  scholars.  In  regard  to  the  Manual,  which  the  Synod  had  for  several 
years  in  view,  the  Board  desires  to  say,  that,  for  various  reasons,  we  have 
not  seen  our  way  clear  to  lay  hold  of  this  work,  and  now  respectfully  ask, 
that  we  be  relieved  of  it. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  has  in  hand $34.00,  for  the  use  of  the  Board, 
received  at  different  times  by  collections. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  Whitmer, 
J.  W.  Santke, 
A.  R.  Kremer, 
G.  S.  Griffith, 

At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  Rev.  A. 
C.  Whitmer  was  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Board  for  the  term  of 
five  years. 

MEMBERS   OF   THE   BOARD    AND   TERMS   OP   SERVICE. 

Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer, 5  vears, October,  1883 

"     J.  VV.  Santee, 4*   "     "        1882 

"     A.  R.  Kremer, 3      '*     "       1881 

"     W.  K.  Zieber, 2      ''     "       ISStT 

^Ider  O.  S.  Griffith, 1  year, "        1879 


The  Sunday-school  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  Evening,  as  ap- 
pointed, and  the  services  took  place  agreeably  to  the  programme  of 
the  Board,  as  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Re- 
ligious Services,  save  that  two  of  the  selected  speakers  failed  to  appear. 
The  Report  of  the  Sunday -school  Board  disposed  of  item  11  of  the 
Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  laid  on  the 
table,  at  the  time  of  acting  on  said  report,  until  the  Sunday-school 
Board  report. 

With  refi  rence  to  item  9  of  the  same  Report,  which  had  been  sim- 
ilarly disposed  of  until  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Clisses 
xeport,  it  was  ascertained  that  Zion's,  Maryland,  and  Mercersburg 
Glasses  had  taken  action  favorable  to  the  organization  of  Sunday- 
school  Conventions. 
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ARTICLE  XIX. 


CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  roported,  under  item  6,  a. 
petition  from  BeTs.  J.  Gantenbein  and  J.  Muellhaupt  of  San  Fran- 
cisco  Classis,  resident  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  requesting  the  Synod  to 
make  provision  for  the  organ izntion  of  a  new  Classis  out  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  San  Fraflcisco  Classis,  lying  north  of  the  State  of  California. 

The  letter  of  the  brethren  was  read,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to 
a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  A.  J.  Heller,  Wm.  R.  H. 
Deatrich,  S  N.  Callender,  and  Elders  A.  R.  Schneblyand  P.  Middle- 
kauff.  This  committee  submitted  its  report  during  the  sessioti  of 
Friday  Afternoon,  which  was  received,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of  Revs.  J. 
Gantenbein  and  J.  Muellhaupt,  requesting  the  Synod  to  make  provision 
to  organize  a  new  Classis  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  north  of  California,  would 
report  the  following  : 

1.  This  request  comes  from  two  members  of  the  San  Francisco  Classis^ 
and  not  from  the  Clapsis  itself. 

2.  The  Constitution  of  the  Church,  in  Article  68,  last  clause,  provideB, 
that  "an  existing  Classis  cannot  be  dissolved,  nor  any  part  of  it  united 
wjth  another,  without  its  own  consent." 

We,  therefore,  recommend  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : 

Resolved^  That  the  request  of  the  Brethren  Gantenbein  and  Muellhaupt 
be  granted,  subject  to  the  consent  of  the  San  Francisco  Classis. 

Resolved,  That,  in  case  the  San  Francisco  Classis  shall  give  its  consent 

to  such  now  organization,  the  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein  be  and   is  hereby  ap- 

jK)inted  to  preach  the  opening  sermon  and  preside  at  the  organization, 

which  shall  be  effected  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  in  his  judgment  bo 

^''uitablo. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  Heller, 
Wm.  R.  H.  Dkatrich, 
S.  N.  Callender, 
Peter  Middlekauff, 
a.  r.  schnkbly, 

Committee. 


CHANGE   OF   REPRESENTATION    IN    DISTRICT   SYNODS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  re- 
ported, under  item  5.  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Church,  granting  to  each  District  Synod  the  privilege  of  determin- 
ing for  itself  the  ratio  or  basis  of  representation  of  the  Classes  in  the 
meetings  of  the  District  Synods. 

The' proposed  amendment  was  approved,  and  the  item  was  referred 
to  the  Classes  for  their  approval  or  rejection. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minntes  of  Synod  reported,  nnder  items 
12  and  13,  certain  action  of  the  last  annual  Meeting  of  Synod  enjoin- 
ing and  commanding  the  Clasais  of  North  Carolina  to  desist  from  tho 
use  of  any  other  hymn  book  by  her  congregations  than  those  already 
allowed,  until  the  General  Synod  grants  such  permission ;  and  that 
the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Clajssis  of  North  Carolina,  who  had  failed  to 
furnish  the  Synod  of  Baltimore  with  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
Classis  for  the  year  1876-77,  agreeably  to  the  requirement  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Church,  should  be  required  to  send,  forthwith,  to 
the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod,  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  said  Classis  for 
the  year  named. 

The  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  reported,  that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
North  Carolina  Classis  complied  with  the  requirementa  of  Synod,  and 
sent  the  Minutes  demanded. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported,  under 
item  9,  that  the  North  Carolina  Classis  refused  to  comply  with  Syn- 
od*s  injunction  and  command  not  to  use  any  selection  of  Psalms  or 
Hymns  in  public  worship  in  her  churches,  except  such  as  have  been 
approved  or  recommended  by  the  General  Syood. 

Wherefore,  the  following  resolution  was  moved  and  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  North  Carolina  Classis  be  again  direct- 
ed to  Articles  80  and  14<»  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church,  on 
the  subject  of  hymn  books,  &c. 


ARTICLE  XX. 


PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk  in  regard 
to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Fiflh  Annual  Meeting  of 
Synod,  and  was  adopted. 

REPORT   ON   PUBLISHING   MINUTES. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  report,  that  he  had  two  thousand  copies 
of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Synod 
published,  and  distributed  them  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  your  Rev- 
erend Body. 

In  accordance  with  the  authority  granted  bv  the  Synod  of  Baltimore, 
proposals  were  received  for  the  printing  of  the  ilinutes  of  said  Synod  from 
four  different  firms,  viz. :  Small  &  Welsh  of  York,  M.  A.'  Foltz  of 
Chambersburg,  Edward  J.  Welch  &  Co.  of  Baltimore,  and  Grant,  Faires 
A  Rodeers  of  Philadelphia.  The  offer  of  the  Messrs.  Small  &  W'elsh  of 
Tork,  Fa.,  was  so  much  lower  than  that  of  any  of  the  other  firms,  and  their 
ability  to  perform  the  work  in  a  business  manner  undisputed,  that  their 
bid  was  accepted  without  hesitation.  Their  propoj^l  to  print  and  bind 
in  pamphlet  form  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  tne  Minutes  was  $32.00  less 
than  the  bid  of  any  of  the  other  firms,  and  about  $00.00  less  than  that  of 
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the  Phila<l(»lj»hia  firm,  whose  proposal  was  th^  highest.  At  the  sametime 
Messrs.  Small  &  Welsh  also  otfered  to  print  an  additional  five  hundred 
-copies  of  the  Minutes  for  $20.12.  While  the  printing  was  in  progrew, 
upon  consultation  with  numerous  hrethren,  it  was  decided  to  accept  the 
latter  otfer,  and  accordingly  two  thousand  co})ies  were  ordered.  Thecost 
for  this  number  wtu*  still  some  fifteen  dollars  less  than  any  other  bid  for 
fifteen  hundred  copies,  making  allowance  for  their  increased  sire,  and 
$44.13  less  than  was  paid  for  the  printing  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  of  the  Minute*  of  the  previous  year. 

The  workmanship  and  general  appearance  of  last  year's  Minutes  may 
<5peak  for  themselves.  The  paper,  printing,  and  cover  are  as  good  win 
any  former  vear.  It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  contract  has  been 
honestly  untl  faithfully  j>erformed. 

Then  too  the  Minutes  were  printed  and  distributed  at  an  earlier  date 
than  in  any  previous  year.  Owing  to  having  the  reports  of  Committees 
printed  in  smaller  type  than  the  remainder  of  the  Minutes,  there  wwa 
very  considerable  saving  of  expense  in  their  get  up. 

The  cost  of  two  thousand  copies  amounted  to  $120.87,  which  was  punc- 
tually paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Dkatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 


The  Stated  Clerk  wa-*  instructed  to  have  two  thousand  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  present  sessions,  duly  authenticated,  published,  and  to 
•dbtributc  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  was  laid  before  Synod  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Fisher,  and  was  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Publication.     The  Report  is  as  follows : 

I.    ANNUAL    REPORT   OF   THE    PUBLICATION    BOARD    OP  THE 

REFORMED    CHURCH, 

/^or  the  eleven  montJis  emiing  September  isty  1878. 

To  the  Synods  of  the  United  States^  Pittsburgh^  and  the  Potomac: 

The  Board  of  Publication  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Slates, 
respectfully  submits  the  following  report : 

The  Board  has  had  three  regular  meetings  during  the  year.  At  the 
first  regular  meeting.  Daniel  \V.  Gross  was  elected  President^  and  Sam- 
uel R.  Fisher,  Secretary  and  Treasurer y  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  particular  bu-^iness  entrusted  to  the  Board  has  received  prompt  and 
careful  attention.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  prosjwcts  were 
very  encouraging,  as  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  business 
and  receij)ts  of  the  Board.  During  the  Summer  months,  however,  a  more 
than  usual  falling  otf  in  business  and  receipts  was  experienced,  sothatthc 
bright  prosj)ects  <.»f  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  were  more  or  less  blightwl. 
Still  in  this  exj)erience,  the  Board  has  not  been  alone,  as  the  depression 
has  been  felt  most  seriously  in  all  business  circles.     Though  we  are  net 


able  to  report  as  favorable  results  as  we  had  fondly  anticipated,  yet  there- 
is,  all  things  considered,  no  real  ground  for  discouragement.  With  an. 
improvement  in  the  business  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  Church,  we  can  confidently  expect  to  make  encouraging, 
progress  in  the  future. 

The  Board  has  deemed  it  expedient  to  make  the  financial  year  close 
with  the  last  of  August,  one  month  earlier  than  heretofore,  so  that  the 
present  report  covers  a  period  of  only  eleven  months.  This  chancje  was^ 
found  necessary  in  view  of  the  fact,  that  the  financial  year,  ending  as 
heretofore  so  very  near  the  time  for  holding  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
several  Synods  represented  in  the  Board,  too  short  a  time  was  allowed  the 
officials  of  the  Board  for  taking  a  careful  account  of  stock  and  gathering 
and  formulating  all  the  material  necessarily  entering  into  the  annual  re- 
port. This  fact  must  be  borne  in  mind,  when  instituting  a  comparison. 
Detween  the  results  presented  in  the  present  and  in  any  previous  report. 

The  Board  gave  the  contracts  for  executing  its  work  during  the  year, 
to  the  lowest  and  best  bidder,  and  Jias  made  arrangements  to  do  the  same 
in  reference  to  the  ensuing  year. 

With  a  view  to  continue  the  careful  supervision  over  the  affairs  of  the 
Board  and  the  exercise  of  a  proper  scrutiny  into  its  condition,  inaugur- 
ated during  the  previous  year,  a  committee  of  three,  in  which  each  of  the 
Synods  included  in  the  Board  was  represented,  was  again  appointed, who 
met  two  days  prior  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  itself  and  entered 
into  an  investigation  similar  to  the  one  made  the  previous  year.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  report  of  this  committee  as  presented  to  the  Board,  and 
adopted  by  it : 

Philadelphia,  September  18th,  1878. 

The  undersigned  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Publication  of 
the  Eeformed  Church,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  an  Inventory  of  the 
Stock,  and  ascertain  the  amount  of  assets  and  put  a  just  and  fair  valua- 
tion on  the  same,  and  also  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  liabilities  of  said 
Board,  do  report  as  follows : 

That  we  have  made  a  careful  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  stock  in  the 
store,  publications,  materials  on  hand,  and  all  other  assets,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

Estimated  value  of  assets, $44,628.84 

Real  Estate, 35,000.00 

179,628.84 

Liabilities, $32,097  86 

Mortgage, 20,000.00 

62,097.86 

Excess  of  assets, $27,626.98 

One  year  ago,  when  your  committee  examined  the  stock,  they  found  a 
number  of  publications,  which  had  leen  ordered  by  Synod,  on  hand,  for 
which  there  was  but  little  or  no  demand,  as  well  as  a  large  number  of  back 
volumes  of  the  "Review"  and  "Guardian,"  which  had  been  previously 
estimated  at  the  cost  of  publication — these  they  put  a  low  valuation  upon. 
But  still  finding  the  larger  portion  of  this  dead  matter  on  hand,  we  have 
fdrther  reduced  them  to  a  mere  nominal  value  in  our  present  estimate. 

We  find  the  stock  of  goods  in  the  store  generally  fresh,  and  kept  in 

food  order ;  but,  in  view  of  the  large  depreciation  in  the  value  of  all 
inds  of  merchandise  during  the  past  year,  we  have  made  material  deduc- 
tions from  cost  upon  many  of  the  goods  on  hand. 
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We  find,  that,  owing  to  the  very  limited  amount  of  patronage  extended 
to  the  Establishment  by  the  Church  at  large,  the  amount  of  stock  on  hind 
is  too  large  for  the  amount  of  sales,  and  would  suggest  the  reduction 
of  the  stock  as  soon  as  possible,  proportionate  with  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness done. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Ctko.  W.  Hensel, 
J.  W.  Love, 

A.    B.   WlKGBRD, 

Committee. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  committee  in  the  foregoing 
report,  the  Board  appointed  a  special  committee  from  its  own  members, 
to  make  arrangements  for  working  off,  by  special  efforts,  all  surplus  stock 
in  the  Establishment. 

The  decrease  in  the  assets  of  the  Board,  as  compared  with  those  pre- 
sented a  year  ago,  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  further  deduction  made 
on  the  previous  valuation  by  the  committee,  referred  to  in  their  report. 
Apart  rrom  this  deduction,  they  would  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
the  previous  year. 

From  the  full  and  minute  statement  of  the  Board  during  the  eleven 
months  covered  by  the  report,  and  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Estab- 
lishment, submitted  to  the  Board  by  the  Superintendent,  the  following 
summing  up  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  is  gathered  : 

Receipts,  for  eleven  months, $31,520.14 

Disbursements, 82,116  30 

Excess  of  disbursements, |    596.16 

Treasurer's  advances  October  1,  1878, $14,255.60 

Add  excess  of  disbursements, 596.16 

Total  Treasurer's  advances  September  1,  1878, $14,851.76 

From*  the  report  of  the  Superintendent,  it  still  further  appears,  that  the 
subscription  li.sts  of  the  several  paj)ers  vary  but  little  as  to  the  numl>erof 
subscribers,  from  that  reported  a  year  ago.  The  most  material  decrease 
is  in  the  list  of  the  "Child's  Treasury,"  which  reaches  nine  hundred  and 
forty-four.  There  is  a  decrease  in  that  of  the  ''Messenger"  of  forty-two; 
"Review,"  twenty-one;  "Lesson  Papers,"  forty-two;  and  an  increase  to 
that  of  the  "Guardian,"  of  fifty-eight.  The  small  decrease  in  the  "Mes- 
senger" list,  especially,  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  careful  pruning  to 
which  it  has  been  subjected,  in  the  way  of  relieving  it  of  unprofitable 
subscribers. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  previous  year,  show  the  former  to  be  about  the  same  as,  and 
the  latter  considerably  less  than  those  of  the  last  year,  which  is  an  en- 
couraging feature. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Board: 

"Whereas,  The  Superintendent  reports  to  this  Board,  that  the  "Mes- 
senger" is  published  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,000  more  than  is  received  on 
account  of  subscriptions  to  it;  and,  whereas,  it  is  not  deemed  expedient  to 
incrciise  the  subscription  prices,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  be  directed  to  use  a  cheaper  grade  of 
paper,  and  if  arrangements  can  be  made  with  other  religious  papers,  to 
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publish  the  inside  pages  of  the  large  issue,  on  what  is  known  as  the  co- 
operatiye  plan. 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  three  Synods  specially  interested  in 
the  support  of  the  Printing  Establishment,  "be  directed  to  the  loss  sus- 
tained m  publishing  the  "Slessengcr,"  and  that  they  be  urged  to  make 
every  possible  effort  to  increase  the  subscription  list  to  at  least  ten  thou- 
sand paying  subscribers. 

Resolvedj  That  as  an  inducement  to  take  the  "Messenger,"  new  cash 
subscribers  be  furnished  with  it  from  the  date  of  subscribing  to  the  end  of 
1878  without  charge. 

With  the  approaching  1st  of  January,  the  term  of  service  of  George 
Oelbach,  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  will  expire,  and  also  that  of 
one  member  of  tfie  BoUrd  from  the  Synod  of  the  Fotoniac.  It  will  de- 
volve upon  these  Synods  to  fill  the  vacancies  that  shall  thus  occur. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Board, 

D.  W.  Gross,  President. 
8am 'L  R.  Fisher,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  October  1st,  1878. 

II.      REPORT   OP  COMMITTEE  ON   PUBLICATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication  reported,  during  the  ses- 
sion of  Monday  Afternoon.  Their  report  was  received  and  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  on  Publication  have  examined  the  Report  of  the  Pub- 
lication Board  together  with  their  Annual  Statement  accompanying  the 
same.  From  these  we  have  learned  with  pleasure,  that  in  tne  manage- 
ment of  the  particular  interests  of  the  Church  committed  to  them,  they 
have  mot  with  a  good  degree  of  success.  That  though  they,  with  other 
business  interests  generally,  have  experienced  the  heavy  pressure  of  the 
hard  times,  a  falling  off  in  business  and  receipts,  and  so  failed  in  realizing 
the  bright  prospects  of  the  opening  of  the  year,  vet  they  report  no  real 
ground  for  discouragement,  and  are  hopeful  for  the  future.  • 

From  what  your  Committee  have  been  able  to  learn  of  the  manage- 
ment and  financial  condition  of  the  Board,  and  in  answer  to  their  request 
to  the  several  Synods  to  give  them  sympathy  and  help  in  their  work, 
your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  : 

Resolved  J  That  we  as  a  Synod  heartily  endorse  the  successful  and  eco- 
nomical business  management  of  the  Board. 

Reaolvedf  That  in  view  of  the  heavy  indebtedness  of  the  Board,  the 
present  financial  depression  in  business  circles,  and  the  falling  off  in  the 
remuneration  of  labor  in  every  sphere,  we  urge  the  Board,  if  at  all  possi- 
ble, to  reduce  still  further,  in  all  particulars,  salaries  included,  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Board. 

Resolved  J  That  the  pastors  and  consistories  of  this  Synod  be  again  earn- 
estly asked  to  aid  in  the  wider  and  more  general  circulation  of  all  the 
publications  of  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.    A.    HOFFHBINS, 

P.  A.  Long, 
Wm.  I.  Stewart, 
M.  P.  Zacharias. 

Committee . 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under 
it«m  15,  that  agreeably  to  the  Charter  of  the  Publication  Board  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac,  at  its  present  meeting,  to  elect  a  member  of 
said  Board,  for  the  term  of  four  years.  On  motion,  the  officers  of 
Synod  were  instructed  to  decide  which  of  the  two  members  of  the 
Board  from  this  Synod  should  hold  over,  and  accordingly  decided  that 
Elder  G.  S.  Griffith  so  hold  over.  The  Committee  on  Nominations 
were  instructed  to  make  provision  for  filling  the  vacancy.  And  at  the 
election  held  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod,  Elder 
Adam  B.  Wingerd  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Publicadon 
for  four  years. 

MEMBERS  OP  THE   PUBLICATION   BOARD   AND   TERMS   OP   SERVICE* 

Elder  Adam  B.  Wingerd, 4  years, 1882 

*'      Goldsboro  S.  Griffith, 1  year,  1879 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under 
item  16,  the  continuance  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  and  publish  an 
edition  of  "Hymns  for  the  Reformed  Church"  with  music. 

The  Committee  presented  the  following  report  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  and  the  Committee  was  continued.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

To  the  Revei'end  Syjiod  of  the  Potomac : 

Your  Committee  on  tunes  for  the  new  Hymn  Book  have  been  prosecu- 
ting their  work  in  conjunction  with  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States;,  ai)pointed  for  the  same  end.  Tunes  for  over  three-fourths 
of  the  hymns  have  been  selected,  and  the  work  will  be  completed,  it  is 
hoped,  hy  the  o^miing  Spring.  We  therefore  report  progress,  and  ask 
'ontinued. 

Rejspectfully  suhmitted, 

E.  E   HiGBEE,  Chairman, 

by  request  of  the  Committee. 


honed, 
to  ne  0 


XXI. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

ASSISTANT    EDITOR   OF   THE    MESSENGER. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  reported,  under  item  2,  th& 
resignation  of  Rev.  Dr.  Higbee  as  Assistant  Editor  of  The  Messen- 
ger, which  was  accepted.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Nominations 
was  instructed  to  put  in  nomination  candidates  fur  the  position.  At 
the  election  held  tor  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod,  the  Rev. 
Abuer  R.  Krenier  was  chosen  as  Assistant  Editor  of  The  Mester^er, 
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During  the  session  of  Saturday  Morning,  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Nominations  presented  their  report,  which  was  received  amended, 
and  adopted.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  a  sufficient 
number  of  tickets  of  these  nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod, 
and  the  election  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  opening  of 
Monday  Afternoon's  session.  At  the  appointed  time,  the  election 
took  place.  Revs.  J.  D.  Zehring,  J.  T.  Rossiter,  J.  M.  Mickley,  D. 
N.  Dittmar,  J.  D.  Miller,  and  Elder  I.  K.  Little  were  appointed  tel- 
lers, who  received  the  ballots,  counted  the  votes,  and  furnished  the 
President  with  the  result  of  the  election.  This  result  will  be  found 
elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  Reports  of 
the  Boards  of  Education,  Trustees  of  Synod,  Missions,  Sunday-school, 
Publication  Board,  and  Assistant  Editor  of  The  Messenger. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  5,  reported  a 
statement  of  the  condition  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf, 
Pa.,  and  a  request  to  aid  in  enlarging  the  work  and  usefulDe«»s  of  that 
institution.  And  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
General  Synod,  under  item  4,  reported,  that  the  General  Synod  directs, 
that  the  claims  of  the  Orphan  Homes  be  urgently  presented  by  the 
ministers  and  elders  of  ail  our  congregations  to  the  membership  of 
the  Church,  and  to  adopt  the  best  measures  to  develope  most  fully  the 
spirit  of  charity. 

Both  of  these  items  were  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  Revs.  J.  A.  Hoffheins,  A.  G.  Dole,  and  Elder  J.  Hager. 

This  Committee  subsequently  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted,  viz : 

REPORT   OP  COMMITTEE   ON   ORPHAN   HOMES. 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Bethany  Or- 
phans' Home,  and  also  the  general  subject  of  Orphan  Homes,  beg  leave 
to  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  document  relating  to  the  Home  at 
"Womelsdorf.  In  the  Home  there  are  at  this  time  fifty  orphans.  A  kind 
heavenly  Father  has  given  the  Home  many  tokens  of  His  favor,  blessing 
the  orphans  with  health,  whilst  they  in  turn  have  manifested  their  thank- 
fulness in  their  moral  conduct  and  general  good  behaviour.  Their  wants 
have  been  supplied  through  the  gifts  of  the  Church  and  the  rich  vield  of 
the  farm,  let  the  Managers  have  been  hindered  in  their  work  for  lack 
of  funds.  Their  necessary  expenses  have  exceeded  the  receipts,  although 
they  refused  to  admit  to  the  Home  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  appli- 
cants, during  the  past  year.  They  have  room  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
orphans,  but  have  been  able  to  support  only  fifty.  They  report  a  present 
indebtedness  of  $6,600.00.  Truly  this  is  a  sad  story  and  appeals  to  our 
sympathies.  They  ask  our  prayers,  they  ask  our  aid.  Shall  we  refuse 
this  appeal  of  the  orphans  of  the  Church  ?  Shall  we  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
their  cry?  Nay,  brethren,  lest  these  little  ones  rise  up  in  Judgment 
against  us,  and  the  Great  Judge  condemn  us,  as  untrue  to  Him.  We, 
therefore,  commend  to  pastors  and  people  this  Home  for  orphans,  askin|^ 
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your  prayers  and  alms  in  their  behalf,  entreating  you  to  give  earnest  heed 
to  the  cry  of  these  little  ones  of  Christ,  trusting  that  especially  in  the  tnt 
flow  of  gifts,  during  the  Christmas  tide,  you  will  kindly  remember  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.    A.   HOFFHXIHS, 

A.  G.  Dole, 
John  Uaoer, 

Committee. 


MERCERSBURQ   COLLEGE. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  reported,  under 
item  5,  a  resolution  of  Mercersburg  Classis,  expressing  a  willingnees 
to  transfer  Mercersburg  College  to  the  fostering  care  of  Synod,  if  the 
Synod,  in  its  judgment,  is  prepared  to  have  such  an  institution  under 
its  care.  The  matter  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
•of  Revs.  S.  N.  Callender,  A.  Wanner,  W.  C.  Cremer,  and  Elders  W. 
J.  Hensell  and  W.  A.  Wilt. 

This  Committee  reported,  during  the  session  of  Monday  Afternoon, 
irhich  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  oflTer  of  Mercersburg  Clas- 
•sis  to  transfer  the  care  of  Mercersburg  College  to  the  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
mac, beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  have  carefully  considered  the  proposition,  and  have  taken  oc- 
casion to  confer  with  a  number  of  the  members  of  this  Synod  upon  the 
subject,  and  as  the  result  of  these  deliberations  and  consultations  feel 
moved  to  present  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  accepts  the  proffer  of  Mercersburg  Classis, 
and  is  willing  to  take  Mercersburg  College  under  her  fostering  care. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  warmly  commends  said  institution  to  the 
favor,  the  patronage,  and  the  liberality  of  the  congregations  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College  be  auth- 
orized, at  their  own  expense,  to  place  an  agent  in  the  field  to  solicit  aid 
for  said  institution,  and  that  said  agent  be  most  cordially  commended  to 
the  Christian  favor  and  liberality  of  all  our  membership  and  the  friends 
of  education  generally. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  N.  Callender, 
W.  C.  Cremer, 
W.  A.  Wilt, 
Wm.  J.  Hensell. 


The  election  of  four  delegates,  two  ministers  and  two  elders,  as 
members  of  the  Commission  to  convene  in  the  city  of  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
on  the  last  Wednesday  of  November,  A.  D.  1879,  to  consider  and 
solemnly  deliberate  over  all  matters  in  controversy  within  the  Churoh, 
with  a  view  of  devising  a  plan  of  amicable  adjustment,  was,  on  mo- 
tion, deferred  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod. 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  1,  reported  an 
invitation  from  the  Managers  of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  As- 
sociation of  Washington  County,  Md.,  to  visit  their  exhibition,  then 
being  held,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Hagerstown.  The  invitation 
was,  on  motion,  accepted  by  the  Synod,  and  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary was  instructed  to  return  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  to  the  Board  of 
Managers  for  the  courtesy  extended. 


An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  was  laid  upon  the  members  of 
Synod,  to  remunerate  the  sexton,  and  to  meet  incidental  expenses. 
The  Revs.  N.  H.  Skyles  and  C.  G.  Fisher  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee to  collect  said  assessment.  At  a  subsequent  session,  the  com- 
mittee reported,  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  collect  the  assessment  of  twenty-five 
cents  from  each  member  of  Synod,  would  report,  that  they  have  attended 
to  the  duty  assigned  them  as  far  as  practicable,  and  the  amount  collected 
is  127.70. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  H.  Skyles, 
CuAS.  G.  Fisher, 

Chmmittee. 

The  money  thus  raised,  except  one  dollar  to  pay  for  the  printing  of 
the  tickets  for  Synod's  use,  was  handed  to  the  Pastor  loci. 


On  Friday  Morning,  a  committee  was  appointed  with  plenary  power 
to  grant  leave  of  absence,  consisting  of  Revs.  A.  Wanner,  A.  R. 
Kremer,  W.  C.  Cremer,and  Elders  H.  M.  Cocklio,  and  J.  Stallsmith. 
The  committee  reported  that  the  following  persons  had  left  before  the 
close  of  the  sessions,  by  permission  of  the  committee,  viz. : — Revs.  D. 
W.  Ebbert,  E.  E.  Higbee,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  F.  S.  Leindaman,  F.  F. 
Bahner,  I.  M.  Motter,  and  Elders  D.  Fortney,  G.  Hoke,  L.  Markell, 
F.  Gutshall,  J.  T.  Ankeny,  P.  B.  Mikesell,  G.  Remsburg,  G.  Koons, 
H.  Omwake,  J.  D.  Aurandt,  W.  H.  Bargelt,  and  J.  Lantz. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 


MINISTERIAL  NECROLOGY. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology  submitted  the 
following,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz : 

REPORT   OP   COMMITTEE   ON   MINISTERIAL   NECROLOGY. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  the  Ministry : 

The  Lord  God  has  vouchsafed  His  mercy  to  us,  and  spared  the  lives  of 
all  His  ministerial  servants  belonging  to  our  Synod,  throughout  another 
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year,  with  one  exception.  That  exception  embraces  the  oldest  father  late- 
ly on  our  ministerial  roll — the  venerable  Frederick  William  Vandersloot, 
who  departed  this  life  at  his  late  residence  near  York,  Pa.,  on  Wednes- 
day night,  September  11th,  A.  D.  1878.  Born  in  Northampton  County, 
Pa.,  December  8th,  1803, he  lived  to  the  age  of  74  years,  9  months  and  S 
days. 

The  family  from  which  he  was  descended  was  eminently  a  family  of  min- 
isters, and  the  connection  of  its  members  with  the  ministry  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  can  be  traced  back  almost  to  the  time  of  the  Reformation. 
Durinff  all  this  period,  from  its  commencement  to  the  present  time,  the 
chain  has  remained  unbroken,  not  a  link  having  failed,  although  at  one 
time  four  generations  passed  with  but  one  son  in  the  family. 

He  received  his  classical  education  mainly  at  the  old  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege in  Philadelphia,  and  which  has  been  since  superceeded  oy  the  Uni- 
versity College.  He  studied  theology  partly  under  his  father,  whose 
name  also  was  Frederick  William  Vandersloot,  and  who  had  charge  of 
congregations,  at  the  time,  in  the  State  of  Virginia ;  and  also  partly  at 
the  Theological  Seminary,  then  located  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  presided 
over  by  the  Rev.  LewMs  Mayer,  D.  D.  He  was  licensed  in  Philadelphia 
in  1830,  and  was  ordained  the  same  year ;  and  having  taken  charge  of 
Staley's  Church,  he  served  this  and  affiliated  congregations  in  York  Coun- 
ty, Pa.  He  continued  to  serve  this  pastoral  field  of  labor,  during  the  un- 
interrupted period  of  forty-six  years,  until  constrained  by  increasing  age 
and  growing  infirmities  to  resign  his  charge,  about  two  years  before  his 
death. 

He  labored  in  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry  for  about  fifty  years, 
having  taught  publicly  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  some  years  before  hi» 
licensure  and  ordination,  whilst  pursuing  his  studies  in  Virginia,  under 
his  father. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Dbatrick, 
J.  W.  Santee, 
A.  J.  Heller, 
G.  S.  Griffith, 

Committee, 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  moved  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  most  hearty  thanks  of  this  Synod  be,  and  hereby 
are,  tendered  to  the  Pastor  and  members  of  the  First  Reformed  Church, 
and  also  to  the  members  of  the  Second  Reformed  Church  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Hagorstown,  for  the  very  kind  and  hospitable  entertainment 
extended  to  its  members,  during  our  very  pleasant  sojourn  among  them, 
and  that  we  invoke  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father  upon  them. 

Resolved^  That  the  Pastors  of  the  Reformed  Churches  of  Hagerstown 
be  requested  to  read  the  foregoing  resolution  from  their  respective  pul- 
pits, at  their  next  Lord's  Day  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  return  the 
thanks  of  this  Svnod  to  the  Western  Maryland,  Cumberland  Valley, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Companies  for  kindness 
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in  permittiDg  the  members  of  Synod  to  pass  over  their  respective  roads, 
at  reduced  rates  of  fare. 

Resolved^  That  the  papers  of  Hagerstown  be  kindly  requested  to  pub- 
lish the  foregoing  resolutions. 


The  Synodical  Roll  was  then  called,  and  no  member  of  Synod  was 
found  absent  without  permission. 

The  minutes  were  then  finally  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  during  the  session  of  Fri* 
day  Afternoon,  to  wit : 

Resolved ^'T\ii\i  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  wi  General  Con- 
vention. 

Resolvedy  That  when  we  adjourn  finallv,  it  be  to  meet  again  in  annual 
sessions  in  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick,  Md.,on  Wednesday 
Evening,  October  22ud,  A.  D.  1879,  at  7  o'clock. 

The  Synod  adjourned  finally  on  Monday  Ni>»ht,  October  2l8t,  at 
about  11  o'clock,  with  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  uniting  in  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  singing  the  Gloria  Patri,  and  the  Apostolic  BenedictioQ 
by  the  President. 

MOSES  KIEFFER  President. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  aerh 
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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

^f  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
StcUeSy  at  its  Annual  Sessions y  convened  in  General  Convention, 
in  Frederick y  Afd,,  in  the  month  of  October ,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 
Seventy-nine.     The  Sessions  commenced  on  the 
evening  of  the    Twenty-second,    and  con- 
tinued until  the  Twenty-  ninth  day  of  the  , 
month  inclusive,  at  12 }(  0^ clock. 


ARTICLE  I. 


OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Synod  convened  t;i  General  Convention,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, October  22nd,  A.  D.  1879,  at  7  o'clock,  in  the  First  or  Evangel- 
ical Reformed  Church  of  Frederick  City,  Frederick  County,  Md.,  pur- 
suant to  appointment  of  la.st  annual  meeting,  and  was  opened  with  the 
usual  religious  scTvice^.  The  President  of  the  previous  year.  Rev.  M. 
Kieffer,  D.  D.,  preached  the  opening  sermon  from  Isaiah  21:  11, 12 — 
''^Watchman,  what  of  the  night?  Watchman,  what  of  the  night? 
The  watchman  said.  The  morning  cometh,  and  also  the  night :  if  ye 
will  inquire,  inquire  ye  :  return,  come." 


ARTICLE  II. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.      FROM    THE   CLAS8IS    OF   ZION. 

Ministers : — Jacob  0.  Willor,  D.  T).,  William  K.  Zieber,  D.  D.,  John 
Ault,  Rinchart  R.  Smith,  Aaron  Wanner,  D.  1).,  Aaron  Spangler,  Reu- 
ben Rauhauser,  Israel  S.  Weisz,  I).  I).,  Muses  Kieffer,  D.  I).,  William 
H.  Herlnirt,  Andrew  J.  Heller,  George  W.  Glessner,  D.  D.,  John 
Kretzing,  E.  Garver  Williams,  Amos  jfl.  Kremer,  D.  I).,  William  H. 
Xanders,  Silas  F.  Laury,  Francis  S.  Lindaman,  William  R.  11.  Dea- 
trich,  Jeremiah  M.  Mickley.  William  F.  Colliflower,  William  D.  Le- 
fever,  and  the  Licentiates  Samuel  T.  Wagner  and  Silas  M.  Hench. 

Elders : — Israel  Laucks,  John  Sellers,  Emanuel  Krone,  Jacob  G. 
JMarch^  John  Miller,  Daniel  Mitzel,  Michael  L.  Emig,  Andrew  H. 


Beitler,  Jacob  Rickard,  James  E.  Ross,  John  Ilooyer,  Francis  M.  Ho- 
Kechan,  Henry  Dictz,  Samuel  R.  Weaver,  Adam  D.  Myers,  George 
W.  Hench,  S.  Augustus  Basehore,  Peter  Stambaugh,  Henry  Wirt, 
Adam  Heberlig,  J.  Lawrence  Rohrbach,  and  Jesse  W.  Garrett. 

II.      FROM    TUE   CLAS8IS   OP   MARYLAND. 

Ministers : — Joseph  W.  Sautee,  D.  D.,  George  L.  Staley,  D.  D.,  Ed- 
mund R.  Eschbach,  I).  I).,  William  Goodrich,  Simon  S.  Miller,  Abner 
R.  Kremer,  Mortimer  L.  Shufbrd,  Orange  E.  Lake,  Joel  T.  Rossiter, 
Neheniiali  H.  Skyl(*s,  T.  Franklin  HofFmeier,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  John 
G.  Noss,  William  Rupp,  Jonas  B.  Shontz,  licighton  G  Kremer,  Mar- 
ion L.  Firor,  Conrad  Clever,  Anthony  Shulenberger,  J.  Spangler  Kieffer, 
V.  Allison  Long,  Henry  VVissler,  and  the  Licentiate  Henry  E.  Cook. 

Elders: — Hon.  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D., Louis  Markell,  Joseph H. 
Troup,  J.  Taylor  Motter,  Ezra  Williard,  William  H.  Haugh,  Golds- 
boro  S.  (Griffith,  David  H.  Koogle,  Christian  M.  Keedy,  H.  Wirt 
Shriver,  John  M.  Hoffman,  Jacob  Sellers,  WilHam  Miller,  Jacob  H. 
Bowers,  Peter  Zbnmorman,  Michael  Smith,  Michael  Zimmerman, 
Daniel  Biser,  and  Charles  Fridinger. 

III.      FROM    THE   GLAS8I8   OF   MERCERSBURG. 

Ministers: — William  M  Deatrick,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Albert G.  Dole, 
Ellis  N.  Kremer,  David  M.  Whitmore,  David  N.  Dittmar,  John  M. 
Schick,  William  L  Stewart,  David  W.  Ebbert,  WiUiam  C.  CVemer, . 
William  A.  Gring,  Franklin  F.  Bahuer,  Henry  F.  Long,  J.  David 
Miller,  Henry  S.  Garner,  J.  A\w\n  Reber,  Isaac  N.  Peightel,  Elnathan 
E.  Higbce,  D.  I>.,  Milton  H.  Sangrin;,  Isaac  M.  Motter,  Cyrus  H. 
Reiter,  Henry  1.  Comfort,  and  John  H.  Sykes. 

Elders  .--Henry  Mickley,  Adriel  Koons,  Benjamin  Neff,William  Dice, 
George  J>ice,  Levi  Bolgcr,  Henry  Omwake,  and  Samuel  B.  Snively. 

IV.      FROM    THE   CLASSIS   OF   VIRlilNIA. 

Ministers: — Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  I).,  Henry  Tallhelm,  Charles 
G.  Fisher,  John  C.  Bowman,  John  A.  HofFlieins,  Barton  R.  Cama- 
han,  Samuel  L.  Whitmore,  Lawnaice  M.  Hensell,  (Jeorge  H.  Martin, 
D.  D.,  Henry  St.  J   Rinker,  and  Anderson  J.  Whitmore. 

Elders: — William  H.  Bargelt,  John  M.  Nicely,  John  M.  Stoner, 
Joseph  Welshans,  John  W.  Yakey,  Henry  J.  Seibert,  Emanuel  Roler, 
and  John  F.  Crawn. 

V.      FROM    THE   f'LASSIS    OF   NORTH    CAROLINA. 

Ministers  : — G.  William  Welker,  J).  I).,  and  John  A.  Foil. 

VI.      FI«>M    THE   f'LASSIS   OF   SAN    FRANCISCO. 


VII.      PROM   THE  PORTLAND-OREGON   CLA88I8.    " 
ADVISORY   MEMBERS. 

Prom  the  Synod  of  the  United  States : — Revs.  Samuel  R.  Fisher, 
D.  D.,  George  H .  Johnston,  John  A.  Peters,  and  Theodore  Appel,  D.  D. 

From  the  Synod  of  PUtsJmrgh : — Rev.  George  A.  Whitmore. 

JFrom  the  German  Synod  of  the  East : — Rev.  Herman  Bielfeld. 

From  Zion's  Classis : — Elder  William  A.  Wilt. 

From  Mercershurg  Classis : — Elders  Adam  B.  Wingerd  and  Jacob 
Heyser. 

MINISTERS   OF  OTHER   CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  ministers,  residents  of  Frederick  or 
vicinity,  was  announced  from  time  to  time,  during  the  sessions  of  Syn- 
od, viz :  George  Diehl,  D.  D.  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  S.  V.  Leach, 
D.  D.,  C.  E.  Dudrear,  A.  E.  Bradenbaugh,  and  W.  A.  Koontz  of  the 
Methodist  Church ;  J.  L.  Grimm  and  William  Beall  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church ;  Robert  11.  Williams  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  ; 
And  M.  Spriddle  of  the  African  Methodist  Church. 


Note. — A  considerable  number  of  the  members  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  Synod 
after  the  first  sesdion.  Hence  tlielr  names  do  not  occur  in  the  order  In  which  they 
^roald  appear,  had  they  been  present  at  the  formation  of  the  Synodtcal  Roll,  at  the 
-opening  session,  but  in  the  order  of  their  appearance  upon  the  floor  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  III. 


ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  J.  W.  San  tee,  D.  D.,  President  ^  Cavetown,  Md. 
Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick  is  Stated  Clerks  Mercorsburg,  Pa. 
Rev.  I.  S.  Weisz,  D.  D.,  Corresponding  Secretary,  York,  Pa. 
Elder  L.  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  Treasurer,  Frederick,  Md. 


ARTICLE  IV. 


RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order,  as  adopted  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  Synod, 
were  read  by  the  Stated  ( -lerk.  The  limits  of  the  Bar  of  the  House 
•were  defined,  agreeably  to  these  Rules,  to  consist  of  the  first  eight  pews 
from  the  chancel  railing. 

On  motion,  the  lollowiiig  plan  or  rule  for  the  formation  of  the  roll 
of  the  next  Synod  was  adopted,  viz. : 

Inasmuch,  as  considerable  time  is  occupied  annuiilly  in  making  out 
Ihe  Synodical  Roll,  and  in  order  to  avoid  this  as  much  as  possible  in 


the  future,  and  to  facilitate  the  formation  of  said  roll,  it  is  hereby  or- 
dered, as  follows,  to  wit : 

1.  That,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  meeting  of  next  Synod,  the 
Stated  (Jlerk  of  each  Classis  furnish  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  wi& 
a  certified  list  or  roll  of  all  the  ministers  and  pastoral  charges  on  the 
Classical  Roll,  at  the  time. 

2.  That,  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  convening  of  the  next  an- 
nual meeting  of  Synod,  each  pastoral  charge  shall  be  required  to  send 
the  proper  credentials  of  its  delegated  elder  or  elders  to  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  Synod. 

3.  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  shall,  from  these  data,  form  a 
provisional  roll,  which  is  to  be  c^led  immediately  afler  the  Synodical 
sermon  has  been  preached,  and  that  the  names  of  those  responding  shall 
constitute  the  opening  Synodical  Roll  for  the  purpose  of  organization. 

4.  That,  at  least  four  weeks  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  next 
Synod  to  meet,  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  give  official  notice  of  the- 
foregoing  action  in  The  Messenger, 


The  following  hours  were  fixed  for  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
current  sessions  of  Synod,  viz. : 

The  forenoon  session  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  11 J  o'clock.  The 
afternoon  session  to  begin  at  2  and  end  at  4^  o'clock.  Evening  ses- 
sions were  held  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings,  beginning  at  7} 
and  7  o'clock,  respectively. 


ARTICLE  V. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, viz.  : 

Religious  Services  : — Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  M.  L.  Shuford,  G.W. 
Glessner,  M.  L.  Firor,  and  Elders  L.  H.  Steiner,  I).  H.  Koogle,  and 
L.  Markell. 

Minutes  of  Synod : — Revs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  J.  Ault,  0.  E.  Lake,. 
J.  A.  Foil,  and  Elders  I.  Laucks,  E.  Williard,  and  J.  Welshans. 

Overtures: — Revs.  A.  Waimer,  W.  C.  Cremer,  W.  Goodrich,  B.  R. 
Carnahan,  and  Elders  John  Sellers,  J.  II.  Troup,  and  II.  Mickley. 

Minutes  of  C/asses : — Revs.  I.  S.  Wcisz,  C.  G.  Fisher,  S.  S.  Mil- 
ler, I).  X.  Dittniar,  and  Eldci*s  E.  Krone,  J.  Hoover,  and  A.  Koons. 

Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination : — Revs.  G.  W.  Welker, 
J.  ().  Miller,  G.  L.  Stalcy,  A.  G.  Dole,  and  Eldere  G.  S.  Griffith,  B. 
Neff,  and  J.  M.  Nicelv. 


State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports  : — Revs.  M.  Kieflfer,  J. 
C.  Bowman,  A.  C.  Geary,  F.  F.  Bahner,  and  Elders  A.  H,  Beitler,  J. 
T.  Motter,  and  W.  Dice. 

Education : — Revs.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  E.  N.  Kremer,  J.  Kretzing, 
P.  W.  Ebbert,  and  Elders  H.  W.  Shriver,  L.  Bolger,  and  J.  M.  Stoner. 

Missions  : — Revs.  A.  J.  Heller,  A.  Spangler,  J.  T.  Rossiter,  D.  M. 
WhiUnore,  and  Elders  J.  G.  March,  Jacob  Sellers,  and  G.  Dice. 

Publication  : — Revs.  S.  N.  Callender,  J.  G.  Noss,  W.  A.  Gring,  W. 
H.  Herbert,  and  Elders  F.  M.  McKeeban,  J.  M.  Hoffman,  and  5l.  L. 
Emig. 

finance : — Revs.  A.  H.  Kremer,  N.  H.  Skjles,  C.  Clever,  W.  I. 
Stewart,  and  Elders  J.  Miller,  W.  H.  Haugli,  and  D.  Mitzel. 

NomincUions  : — Revs.  A.  R.  Kremer,  W.  Rupp,  L.  G.  Kremer,  J. 
M.  Schick,  and  Elders  W.  H.  Bargelt,  J.  E.  Ross,  and  C.  M.  Keedy. 

Ministerial  Necrology : — Revs.  I.  G.  Brown,  R.  R.  Smith,  J.  D. 
Miller,  E.  G.  Williams,  and  Elders  J.  Rickard,  H.  Dietz,  and  S.  R. 
Weaver. 


ARTICLE  VI. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Merc^rsburg,  Maryland,  North  Car- 
olina, Virginia,  San  Francisco,  Portland-Oregon,  and  Zion  were  re- 
ceived, and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes, 
except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Statistical  Tables, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  these  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  presented  and 
read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  C-ommitteo  on  Finance,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  audited. 

3.  Tlie  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  laid  before  Synod  and 
read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Educ^ition. 

4.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  was  received  and  referred  to  the  same 
Committee. 

5.  The  Annual  ReiK»rts  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Missions,  and  of  the  Tre^isurer  ol'tho  Tri-Synodic  Board  of 
Mi^s8ions  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Missions. 

6.  Ten  other  Communicati<>ns  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Overtures. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  re- 
ligious services,  viz. : 

1.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  appropriate 
religious  services. 

2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  th^ 
report,  which  was  received,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services  would  respectfully  report,  as 
follows : 

SERVICES   IN   CONNECTION   WITH   THE  SYNOD,   IN   THE   FIRST 

REFORMED  CHURCH. 

Thursday  Evening, — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Welker.  Liturgical 
services  by  Revs.  W.  C.  Cremer  and  Dr.  Weisz. 

Fnday  Evening. — Synodi(!al  Sunday-school  Board's  service,  con- 
ducted by  Elder  G.  S.  (Iriffith. 

1st  Topic.  The  Sunday-school  as  a  Means  of  Christian  Nurture. 
Speakers,  Revs.  Dr.  Staley  and  W.  I.  Stewart. 

2nd  Topic.  The  Prepanition  Necessary,  on  the  part  of  a  teacher,  be- 
fore meeting  the  Class.     Speakers,  Revs.  J.  B.  Shontz  and  Dr.  Wanner. 

3rd  Topic.  The  Catechism  as  a  text-book  of  distinctive  doctrine  ii 
the  Sunday-school.     Speakers ,  Revs.  F.  F.  Bahner  and  Dr.  Callender. 

Saturday  Afternorm. — Services  preparatory  to  the  Holy  Commun- 
ion: sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Martin.  Liturgical  services  by  Revs.  Dr. 
Miller  and  W.  M.  Dcatrick. 

Saturday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman.  Liturgical 
services  by  Revs.  J.  A.  Floffheins  and  J.  A.  Foil. 

Sunday  Morning. — Celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper:  sermon  or 
address  ])y  Rev.  Dr.  GlessniT.  Liturgical  services  by  Revs.  Drs.  San- 
tee  and  Fisher. 

Sunday  ^//er/Wf;?!.— Sunday-school  services.  Addresses  by  Revs. 
Dr.  Kremcr,  G.  II.  Jolinstoii,  and  Dr.  Miller. 

Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Iligbee.  Liturgical  services 
b}^  Revs.  \V.  Goodrich  and  A.  J.  Heller. 

SERVICES    IN    OTHER   CHURCHES. 

Reformed  Church  (^German). — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  A.  Spang- 
ler.     Sunday  Afternoon^  Rev.  R.  R.  Smith. 

Fairvicw  Church. — Sunday  Afternoon,  Rev.  G.  A.  Whitmorc. 

Mount  Pleasant  Charge. — Sunday.  Rev.  A.  R.  Krenier. 

Glade  Charge.— Sunday,  Rev.  F.  S.  Lindaman. 
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Jefferson, — Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer. 

Lutheran  Church, — Sunday  Morning ,  Rev.  Br.  Callender.     Sun- 
day Evening,  Rev.  M.  L  Firor. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  C.  Clever. 
Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  J.  A.  Iloffhcins. 

Episcopal  Methodist  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  E.  N.  Kre- 
mer.    Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  Dr.  Staley. 

Presbyterian  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  W.    I.    Stewart. 
Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  F.  F.  Bahner."* 

Baptist  Church  (^Colored). — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  J.  H.  Sykes. 
Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  I).  W.  Ebbert. 

African  Methodist  Church Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  A.  J.  Heller. 

Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  H.  Tallhelm. 

Lutheran  Church  {German  Service), — Sunday  Afternoon,  Rev. 
E.  G.  Williams. 

Harmony  Grove. — Sunday  Afternoon,  Rev.  J.  B,  Shontz. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  R.  EscuBACH,  Chairman, 


ARTICLE  VIIL 


MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  publicly  by 
the  Synod  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  Printed  Minutes  of  the  last  an- 
nual sessions  were  refernKl  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Synod  to  report  the  itoniH  of  unfinished  business,  claiming  the  attention 
of  this  meeting  of  Synod.  During  the  session  of  Thursday  Afternoon, 
the  Standing  Committet*  on  Minutes  of  Synod  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  received,  considered  item  by  item,  adopted  as  a  whole, 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    3IINUTE8   OF   SYNOD. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Minutes  of  Synod  of 
last  year,  after  a  careful  })erusal  of  them,  beg  leave  to  rei)ort  the  follow- 
ing items  of  unfinished  business  claiming  the  attention  of  the  present 
sessions  of  Synod,  viz. : 

Item  1,  page  7.  The  Stalling  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology 
was  appointed,  whose  <luty  it  ^vill  l)e  to  report  at  this  metJting  of  Synod, 
of  which  Committee  R<;v  (I.  L.  Staley  is  Chainuan. 

Item  2,  page  25.  It  will  ])c  necessary  to  elect  members  of  the  Board 
of  Education  to  fill  the  ]>l:ice»  of  Revs.  W.  (jl(X>drich  and  J.  A  Hoff- 
heins,  and  Elder  J.  Heyser,  whose  terms  of  office  will  expire  with  the 
present  sessions  of  Syn<Hi. 
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Item  3,  puge  34.  Two  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  thie& 
thousand  voluntarily  assumed  by  the  Maryland  Classis,  were  appartioiied 
among  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
San  Francisco,  for  the  purchasing  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  of  a  chapel 
for  the  Washington  City  mission. 

Item  4,  page  34 .  The  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions  was  requested 
to  issue  an  appeal  to  the  Reformed  Church,  at  large,  for  funds  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  thereby  afford  an  opportunity  to  every  baptized  as 
well  as  confinned  member  of  our  Zion  to  contribute  towarcb  the  erection 
of  a  chapel  for  said  mission. 

Item  5,  page  34.  Thirty-nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  ap- 
portioned among  the  sovoral  Classes  for  Home  Missions. 

Item  6,  puge  35.  All  the  pastors  belonging  to  Synod  were  re- 
quested to  Uikc  up  special  collections  for  the  payment  in  full  of  the 
promises  made  by  the  Synod  at  York,  in  1876,  to  the  cause  of  missions 
in  the  Iowa  and  Virginia  Classes. 

Item  7,  page  35.  The  Maryland  Classis  was  requested  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  regulate,  conjointly  with  the  mission  congregation  in 
Washington  city,  the  purchasing  of  a  lot  and  the  building  of  a  chapd; 
and  to  have  authority  also  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Syn- 
odic Board  of  Missions  for  such  funds  as  may  have  been  placed  in  his 
hands  for  this  specific  object. 

Item  8,  page  36.  It  will  be  necessary  to  elect  a  member  of  the 
Synodic  Board  of  Missions  to  fill  the  place  of  Elder  Henry  Wirt,  whose 
term  of  service  expired  on  the  1st  instant. 

Item  9,  page  37.  The  Synod  made  contingent  provision  for  the  or- 
dination of  the  licentiate  Ambrose  D.  Gring  to  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Ministry  and  also  as  missionary  to  Japan ;  and,  to  this  end,  appointed 
a  committee  of  ordination,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  0.  Miller,  M.  Kieffer, 
and  E.  R.  Eschbach. 

Item  10,  page  30.  One  half  of  the  assessment  upon  Synod  by  the 
last  General  Synod  for  contingent  purpost^s,  being  one  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars,  remained  unprovided  tor,  and  was  referred  to  this  Synod 
for  liquidation. 

Item  1 1 ,  page  40.  An  increasing  deficit  was  reported  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Synod  in  the  fund  neciled  to  cancel  the  loan,  made  in 
1875  by  the  direction  of  Synod  for  the  relief  of  the  Reformed  Church 
Publication  Board. 

It<m  12,  page  40.  It  becomes  necessary  to  elect  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Triistoos  of  Synod,  to  fill  the  place  (►f  Rev  E.  11.  Eschbach,. 
whosc^  term  of  service  will  en<l  January  1st,  1S80. 

Item  K>,  imgc  41.  It  will  be  necessary  to  eUict  two  members  of  the 
SundaY-^^ehoo^Boilrd,  to  fill  the  places  of  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith,  whose 
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term  of  office  expires  at  this  meeting  of  Synod,  and  of  Rev.  A.  C.  Wbit- 
mer,  whose  place  was  made  vacant  by  his  removal,  during  the  past  year^ 
into  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States. 

Item  14,  page  42.  Conditional  provision  was  made  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  (Jlassis  out  of  that  portion  of  the  territory  of  San  Fran- 
cisco Glassis,  lying  north  of  the  State  of  California. 

Item  15,  page  44,  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two 
thousand  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  sef^sions  of  Synod 
published,  and  to  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  Min- 
utes of  Synod. 

Item  16y  page  48.  It  is  rendere<l  necessary  for  Synod,  at  this  time, 
to  elect  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board,  to  fill 
the  place  of  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith,  whose  term  of  service  is  about  to 
expire. 

Item  17,  page  48.  The  Committee,  appointed  to  prepare  and  pub- 
lish, jointly  with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  an  edition  of  "Hymns  for  the  Reformed 
Church"  toith  music,  was  continued,  of  which  committee  Rev.  E.  E. 
Higbee  is  Chairman. 

Item  18,  page  50.  The  election  of  four  commissioners,  two  minis- 
ters and  two  elders,  as  members  of  the  Commission  to  convene  in  the 
city  of  Harrisburg,  Pa  ,  on  Wednesday,  November  26th,  1879,  to  con- 
sider and  solemnly  deliberate  over  all  matters  in  controversy  within  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  with  a  view  of  devising  a  plan 
of  amicable  adjustment,  was  deferred  until  the  present  meeting  of  Syn- 
od would  take  place. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 
John  Ault, 
0.  E.  Lake, 
J.  A.  Foil, 
.   Israel  Laucks, 
Ezra  Williard, 
Joseph  Welshans^ 

Committee. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  XXII.,  Ministerial 
Necrology;  items  2,  8,  12,  13,  and  IG  were  severally  adopted,  and 
then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Nominatiuns  to  make  the 
necessary  nominations ;  on  items  3,  4,  5,  G,  and  9,  see  Article  XIV., 
Missions ;  on  items  7  and  14,  see  Article  X.,  Report  of  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Olajsses;  on  items  10  and  11,  see  Article  XV., 
Finance;  on  items  15  and  17,  see  Article  XX.,  Publication;  and  on 
item  18,  see  Article  XXL,  Miscellaneous 
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ARTICLE  IX. 


OVERTURES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  presented  their  report,  which 
-was  received,  acted  on  item  by  item,  amended,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and 
is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  report  the  following  papers  as  re- 
quiring the  attention  of  tliis  Synod,  to  wit : 

Item  1 .  A  petition  from  the  Woodstock  Charge  to  this  Synod  to 
hold  its  next  annual  sessions  in  Woodstock,  Shenandoah  County,  Ya. 

Item  2.  A  similar  request  from  the  Newton  Church  of  North  Car- 
olina in  the  form  of  a  unanimous  invitation  to  the  Potomac  Synod  to 
liold  its  sessions  in  1880  in  Newton,  N.  C. 

Item  3.  An  overture  from  the  Alumni  A  ssociation  of  Meroersburg 
College,  respectfully  asking  Synod  for  an  hour  to  consider  the  ftitare  of 
the  College,  and,  if  practicable,  to  devise  means  for  the  help  of  said 
College  in  its  present  necessity.  It  is  intended  that  the  hour  asked  for, 
shall  be  occupied  in  speaking  by  Revs.  Dr.  Higbee,  M.  U.  Sangree, 
and  D.  M.  Whitmore. 

Item  4.  A  communication  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  requeuing 
the  appointment  of  a  member  from  this  Synod  to  constitute  a  joint 
committee  of  three  ;  the  other  two  to  be  appointed,  the  one  frx>m  the 
Synod  of  Pittsburg,  and  the  other  from  that  of  the  Reformed  Churck 
in  the  United  States.  The  duty  of  such  joint  committee  shall  be  to 
select  a  scTies  of  Sunday-school  Scripture  Lessons,  and  to  pre[>are  com- 
ments on  the  same  for  the  coming  year ;  and,  further,  that  annually 
hereafter  such  joint  committee  be  appointed  by  said  Synods  for  the 
same  purpose. 

Item  5.  A  letter  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Refc^rmcd  rimroh  in  the  United  States,  in  which  he  gives  the  ac- 
tion of  said  body,  at  the  sessions  in  Easton,  Pa.,  in  1878,  on  the  over- 
ture from  the  Sunday-school  JJoard  of  this  Synod  requesting  the  Eaat- 
ern  Synod  to  eo-oj»erate  in  publishing  a  Sunday-school  Monthly,  and 
nu»*pectfully  suggests  that  this  Synod  bring  this  subject  to  the  eoiLsider- 
ation  of  the  Publication  Board. 

Item  6.  A  coniniunieation  over  the  signatures  of  the  President  and 
Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  the  Ref<»rraed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  attention  of  this  Synod  is  called  to  the  action  of 
said  Synod  with  reference  to  the  Peace  Commission. 

Item  7.  A  paper  .si^niod  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  same  Synod,  in 
his  official  capacity,  giving  the  action  of  said  Synod  in  reference  to  the 
payment  of  deficiency  in  the  Siilarics  of  the  Professors  in  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  at  Jianea.ster,  Pa.,  and  a  recommendation  to  this  SjTiodto 
take  similar  action. 
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Item  8.  A  petition  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Church 
at  Churchtown,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  praying  the  Synod  to  receive 
the  lega^  of  Philip  Brechbill,  late  of  Boiling  Springs,  Cumberland 
County,  Pa.,  who  by  his  laat  will  and  testament,  dated  March  4th, 
1874,  and  proven  in  the  Register's  office  in  and  for  said  County  of 
Cumberland  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  1875,  did  bequeath  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars  to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  viz. :  "I  will  two  hundred  dollars  to  the  Grerman  Re- 
formed Synod,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  pastor  at 
Church  town."  The  Consistory  further  reijuesta  the  appointment  by 
Synod  of  some  person,  a  member  of  this  Synod,  to  whom  the  bequest 
may  be  paid  and  kept  in  trust  for  said  Church. 

Item  9.  A  statement  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  at  Womclsdorf,of  the  condition  and  wants 
of  said  institution,  together  with  an  earnest  appeal  to  this  Synod  for  aid 
to  pay  the  debt  of  $4,000.00,  still  resting  on  the  Home,  and  help  for 
itB  support  in  general. 

Item  10.  A  communication  from  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  Stated  Clerk  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  in  which  he 
directs  the  attention  of  this  Synod  to  the  misspelling,  in  the  Minutes  of 
this  Synod  for  1878,  of  the  following  three  names,  members  of  that 
Synod,  viz. :  Oeorge  Z.  Kunkel,  and  Revs.  Jared  Fritzinger  and  W. 
T.  Gerhard. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  Wannee,  Chairman, 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  items  1  and  2,  see  Article  XXIV.,  Ad- 
journment ;  on  items  3,  6,  8,  and  9,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous ; 
on  items  4  and  5,  see  Article  XVIII.,  Sunday-schools ;  and  on  item 
7,  see  Article  XIII.,  Education.  The  attention  of  the  Stated  Clerk 
was  called  to  the  misspellings  complained  of  in  item  10. 

Note.— since  retamlDff  home  I  have  examined  the  original  reports,  in  which  the 
munes  occur,  whoee  miwpelllnK  i»  complained  of,  and  which  were  urad  in  printing 
the  Minutet>,  and  And  the  mistalceB  and  miHspellingfi  in  the  reports  as  furnished  to  the 
Sviiod  of  the  Potomac.  Surely,  neither  the  Stated  Clerk  nor  the  Printer  should,  in 
all  fiaimesB,  be  held  responsible  for  the  mistakes  and  misspelling  of  proper  names  ixk 
careleesly  copied  reports  furnished  the  Synod.  Stated  Olxbk. 


ARTICLE  X. 


MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  re- 
port, during  the  session  of  Tuesday  Aflernoon,  which  was  received,  dis- 
posed of  item  by  item,  amended,  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as 
foUows,  viz.  : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Classes  offer  the  following  as 
their  report : 
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I.      IRREGULARITIES. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  trandacted  business,  at  a  special  meeting  at  York, 
Fa.,  July  11th,  1879,  not  contained  in  the  call  of  the  President^  to 
wit :  the  dismissing  of  the  licentiate  Louis  F.  Woerle  to  the  ClaflsLs  of 
San  Francisco. 

2.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Virginia  Classis  failed  to  note  the  reading 
of  the  several  parochial  reports,  and  their  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  Religion,  and  also  the  propounding  of  the  Constitution- 
al questions  to  the  respective  elders. 

3.  The  Stated  Clerks  of  Zion's,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  ClaaseB 
failed  to  certify,  under  seal  and  signature,  that  their  minutes  are  trae 
copies  of  the  original  Minutes. 

II.      REQUESTS   AND   RECOMMENDATIONS. 

4.  Mercersburg  Classis  most  earnestly  urges  the  Synod  to  use  every 
endeavor  for  the  promotion  and  success  of  Mercersburg  College. 

5.  Mercersburg  Claj«is  refers  the  tender  of  the  resignation  of  Rev. 
J.  A.  Peters  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersbuig 
College  to  Synod  for  acceptance. 

6.  Virginia  Classis  requests  the  Synod  to  relieve  it  from  the  appor- 
tionment of  650  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  for  the  mission  church  at 
Washington,  D.  C. 

7.  San  Francisco  Classis  requests  Synod  to  exonerate  it  from  any 
special  ap|)ortionment6. 

III.      APPEALS   AND   COMPLAINTS. 

None. 

IV.      Sl'RJECTS   REFERRED   TO   CLASSES. 

8.  Zron's,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
San  Francisco  ClaSvses  took  favorable  action  on  the  subject  of  Home 
3Iis8ions. 

9.  All  the  Classes  took  favorable  action  on  the  subject  of  Bene- 
ficiary Education,  and  the  increase  of  young  men  for  the  ministry. 

10.  Mercersburg  Classis  took  favorable  action  on  the  apportionment 
for  erection  of  chapel  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

11.  Zi(»n's  and  North  Carolina  Classes  took  unfavorable  action  on 
the  siunc  subject. 

12.  Maryland  Classis,  in  accordance  with  the  rcrjuest  of  Synod,  ap- 
pointed Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  G.  L.  Staley,  J.  S.  KiefFer,  and  Elders 
F.  J.  Davis  and  G.  S.  Griffith  the  Committee  to  act  conjointly  with  the 
Washington  City  mission  in  the  erectir)n  of  a  chapel  in  Washington. 

13.  San  Francisco  Clitssis  consented  to  the  organization  of  the  Port- 
land-Oregon Classis, — which  organization  was  effected  in  Portland,  Ore- 
gon, on  the  1st  of  March  A.  D.  1879 ;  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein,  presiding? 


y.      LICmfBKD,  ORDAINED,  BEGEIVED,  AND  DISMISSED. 

14.  Zion's  Classis  licensed  Silas  M.  Hench  and  Louis  F.  Woerle ; 
leoeived  the  licantiate  William  H.  Xanders  from  the  Sast  Pennsylva- 
nia Classis  and  ordained  him ;  received  the  licentiate  Silas  F.  Laury 
from  the  Tohickon  Classis  and  ordained  him  ;  received  Rev.  George  E. 
Addams  from  the  West  Sus(|uchanna  Classis  ;  and  dismissed  the  licen- 
tiate Louis  F.  Woerle  to  the  San  Francisco  Classis. 

15.  Maryland  Classis  ordained  the  Ucentiate  Marion  L.  Firor ;  re- 
<«ived  Conrad  Clever  from  the  Lancaster  Classis  of  the  Synod  of  U.  S. ; 
dismissed  the  licentiate  George  M.  Zacharias  to  the  same  Classis ;  and 
deposed  Rev.  Daniel  Gans,  T).  D.,  from  the  Holy  Ministry. 

16.  Mercersburg  Classes  licensed  Wm.  Wilbcrforce  Deatrick,  Sam- 
uel H.  Eisenberg,  and  Daniel  H.  Leader ;  and  dismissed  Revs.  Adam 
C.  Whitmer  to  the  West  Susfjuchanna  Classis,  and  Henry  F.  Seiple  to 
the  Tohickon  Classis. 

17.  Virginia  Classis  licensed  and  ordained  Samuel  L.  Whitmore  and 
Lawrence  M.  Hensell ;  received  Rev.  Frederick  E.  Vandcrsloot  from 
the  Zion's  Classis  of  this  Synod ;  and  dismissed  the  licentiate  George 
A.  Whitmore  to  the  Clarion  Classis. 

18  North  Carolina  Classis  erased  the  name  of  Rev.  John  C.  Den- 
ny from  its  Roll. 

19.  San  Francisco  Classis  licensed  and  ordained  Julius  Lange ;  re- 
ceived Revs.  George  Mechtersheimer  from  the  New  York  Classis,  Ju- 
lius Fuendeling  from  the  East  Sus(]uehanna  Cla&sis,  Conrad  F.  Wal- 
decker  from  Heidelberg  Classis,  and  Louis  F.  Woerle  from  Zion^s 
Classis,  this  Synod ;  and  dismissed  Rev.  Lewis  C.  Edmonds  to  the 
Itan^as  Classis,  and  Revs.  John  Gantenbein,  J.  Muellhaupt,  George 
Mechtersheimer,  and  Julius  Lange  and  their  congregations  to  form  the 
Portland-Oregon  Classis. 

VI.      PLACE   AND   TIME   OP   THE  NEXT   ANNUAL   MEETINGS   OF  THE 

CLASSES. 

20.  Zion's  Classis  will  meet  in  Littlest  own,  Adams  County,  Pa.,  on 
Thursday,  May  20th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  A.  J. 
Heller,  Presirknt ;  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  Clerk  ;  and  El- 
der Wm.  A.  Wilt,  Treasurer. 

21.  Maryland  Classis  will  meet  in  Funkstown,  Washington  Coun- 
ty, Md.,  on  Thursday,  May  20th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7  J  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  President,  Stated  Cierk,  and  IVeasurer, 

2i.  Mercersburg  Classis  will  meet  in  McConnellstown,  Huntingdon 
County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  May  19th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7  J  o'clock,  P. 
M.  Rev  F.  A.  Rupley,  President ;  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated 
Clerk,  and  Treasurer, 

23.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  Zion's  Church,  Shenandoah  Coun- 
ty, Va.,  on  Thursday,  May  13th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  M. 
llev.  J.  C.  Bowman,  President ;  Rev.  H.  St.  John  Rinker,  Stated 
Clerk  ;  and  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Treasurer, 
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24.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Brick  Church  in  Guil- 
ford County,  N.  C,  on  Thursday,  June  3rd,  A.  D.  1880,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M.  Rev.  J.  H.  Shuford,  Praddent ;  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  D.  D., 
Stated  Clerk ;  and  Rev.  T.  Long,  Treasurer. 

25.  San  Francisco  Cla^ssis  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Church,  San 
Francisco,  California,  on  Thursday,  May  20th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  71 
o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev  J.  Fuendeling,  President;  Rev.  C.  F.  Waldeck- 
er,  Stated  Clerk ;  and  Elder  B.  Joost,  Treasurer. 

26.  Portland-Oregon  Classis  will  meet  in  the  First  Reformed  Church 
of  Portland,  Oregon,  on  Thursday,  July  8th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7i  o'clock, 
P.  M.  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein,  President ;  "Rev.  J.  Lange,  Stated  Clerk; 
and  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt,  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  S.  Weisz, 
S.  S    Miller, 
CuAs.  G.  Fisher, 

D.    N.    DiTTMAB, 

£.  Krone, 
John  Hoover, 

Comtnittee, 

The  resignation  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  in  item  5,  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College  was  accepted,  and  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Nominations  was  instructed  to  make  the  neces- 
sary nominations  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  request  made  in  item  6  was 
not  granted.  The  rci^uest  made  in  item  7  was  granted  so  far  as  the 
apportionment  for  Washington  mission  chapel  is  concerned,  but  no  far- 
ther. The  action  of  the  Classes  of  Zion  and  North  Carolina,  reported 
in  item  11  was  not  approved,  and  the  apportionment  of  Synod  of  last 
year  was  reiterated.     The  remaining  items  were  severally  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XI. 


EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  and  ORDINATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination 
offered  the  following  report,  during  the  session  of  Tuesday  Afternoon, 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  would 
make  report,  that  no  business  having  been  referred  to  them,  nor  any 
application  made  for  examination,  they  now  ask  to  be  discharged. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  Wm.  Welker, 
J    O.  Miller, 
Geo.  Lewis  Staley, 
A.  G.  Dole, 
G.  S.  Griffith, 
Benjamin  Neff, 
John  M.  Nicely, 

Oyynmiftee. 
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ARTICLE  XII. 


STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL 

REPORTS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  tlie  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Re- 
ports reported  at  Tuesday  Evening's  session,  which  was  received, 
amended,  and  adopted.     As  adopted,  the  report  is,  as  follows : 

It  becomes  us  at  all  times  to  be  grateful  to  the  Giver  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gift,  for  the  numberless  blessings,  both  temporal  and  spiritual, 
that  He  is  bestowing  upon  us  ;  but  when  convened  as  a  Syncxl  we  should 
give  thanks  to  God  especially  on  behalf  of  the  churches  and  congrega- 
tions under  our  care  "for  the  grace  which  is  given"'  them  by  Jesus 
Christ,  "that  in  every  thing  they  are  enriched  by  him.''  'So  they  come 
behind  in  no  gift,  waiting  for  tho  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
Blessed  he  the  name  of  the  most  High  God,  that  in  the  gift  of  His  Son, 
He  has  with  Him  also  freelv  given  us  all  things.  In  the  Church,  the 
body  of  Christ,  the  infinite  fulness  of  His  grace  is  always  present,  because 
He  nimself  is  present,  as  He  hath  promised  :  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  '  Kor  is  this  divine-human  presence 
merely  objective.  Christ  is  not  merely  present  before  the  members  of 
the  Church,  in  the  persons  of  those  commissioned  by  Uim  to  minister  in 
holy  things.  The  word  preached  by  them  is  indeed  His  word.  The  holy 
sacraments  administered  by  them  are  the  holy,  visible  signs  and  seals  of 
His  grace.  In  His  Person  the  kingdom  of  God  has  come  to  us  in  all  its 
eracious  and  saving  power.  The  new  Jerusalem  from  above  has  come 
down  to  earth.  And  in  this  holy  city,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God, 
we  have,  in  the  process  of  fulfillment  and  actualization,  all  that  the  proph- 
ets have  said,  and  all  that  is  foreshadowed  by  previous  dispensations. 

This  is  indeed  a  ground  of  thanksgiving  and  praise.  But  not  merely  on 
this  ground  do  we  call  upon  our  souls  and  all  that  is  within  us  to  magni- 
fv  and  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord.  We  do  praise  and  thank  Him  for 
flis  presence  with  us  and  our  people,  in  the  sanctuary,  and  in  the  means 
of  grace  which  He  hath  ordained.  We  rejoice  that  the  candlestick  has 
not  been  removed  on  account  of  the  indifference  and  unfaithfulness  of 
many :  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  our  churches  generally,  like  that  of 
Corinth  in  the  time  of  St.  Paul,  have  been  enriched  in  all  things  by  the 
gracious  presence  of  oux  blessed  Lord. 

According  to  the  reports  placed  in  our  hands,  we  are  authorized  to  say, 
that  the  labors  of  the  ministers  of  this  Synod,  (all  of  whose  lives  and 
health,  with  one  exception,  have  been  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,) 
have  been  greatly  blessed  during  the  past  year.  The  word  has  been  faith- 
fully preached  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  extended  terri- 
tory, and  it  has  had  free  course,  and  has  been  glorified.  The  outward 
word  has  become  the  inner  word  by  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  The  objective  realities  of  our  blessed  religion,  the  incarnation 
the  life,  the  death,  the  resurrection,  the  ascension,  and  the  Pentecostal 
return  of  our  Lord  to  His  Church  have  become  more  and  more  facts  of 
consciousness  amongst  our  people,  during  the  past  year. 

Christmas,  the  nativity  of  Christ,  means  that,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  He 
is  formed  in  us  the  hope  of  glory.  His  life  of  toil,  suffering,  and  death, 
is  our  life  of  suffering  and  our  crucifixion  to  the  world,  and  of  the  world 
unto  us.     His  resurrection  from  the  dead  is  our  resurrection  from  ih% 
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frave  of  sin,  and  our  justification  unto  life.  And,  as  for  those  who  have 
eparted  this  life — He  is  their  resurrection  and  their  everlasting  life.  In 
a  word,  our  people  are  hecoming  more  and  more  conscious  of  the-zM 
contents  of  our  undoubted,  Christian  faith,  and  hence  more  and  more 
Christ-like.  Therefore  it  is  blessed  news  which  we  hear  from  the  churches 
of  the  largo  accessions, — of  the  number  of  children  (as  well  as  of  believ- 
ing adults)  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost— of  the  unusually  lar^e  number  confirmed,  during  the 
year,  in  the  grace  which  they  received  in  their  baptism — and  the  unusual 
interest  taken  in  Sunday-school  instruction,  and  catechisation  as  means 
to  this  end :  and  especially  the  very  large  increase  of  the  number  who 

Sartake  regularly  of  the  elements  of  our  Saviour's  broken  Body  and  shed 
ilood.  True,  mention  is  made  of  trials,  discouragements,  and  sufi'erings; 
but  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God — the  calfod 
according  to  His  purpose. 

In  conclusion,  it  becomes  our  sad  and  painful  duty  to  note  the  death  of 
Rev.  Nicholas  E.  Gilds,  a  member  of  Synod,  which  took  place  during  the 
last  Synodical  year.  A  brief  account  of  his  life  and  labors  is  given  in  the 
report  of  the  Necrological  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.    KlEFFER, 

J.  C.  Bowman, 
F.  F.  Baunkr, 
A.  C.  Gkary, 
A.  H.  Beitlbb, 
Wm.  Dick, 

Committee. 
For  Statistical  Tables  fee  Appendix. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 


EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  presented  their  annual  report  to  Synod, 
during  the  se&sion  of  Saturday,  which  was  received,  and  then  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education.  The  report  is  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

I.   REPORT  OP  THE  BOARD  OP  EDUCATION, 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

The  Board  of  Education,  at  its  meeting  in  Hagerstown,  at  the  close  of 
the  last  annual  session-*  of  Synod,  re-elected  the  following  officers,  viz.: 
Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  President^  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  Secretary ^  and  Rev. 
Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  previous 
year  was  continued. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  in  Greencastle,  Pa.,  Decem- 
ber 2nd,  1878,  at  which  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  was  authorized,  di- 
rected, and  empowered  to  receive  a  bequest  "to  Beneficiary  Education  in 
the  Reformed  Church,"  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  devised  by  Miss 
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Anna  Maria  Brechbill  of  Boiling  Springs,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  in 
her  last  will  and  testament,  dated  June  17th,  1878,  and  proven  May  5th, 
1876;  and  to  also  execute,  deliver,  and  acknowledge  a  release  therefor  in 
the  name  of  the  Board.  This  was  formally  attended  to  a  few  days  later, 
and  the  amount  bequeathed  was  received.  The  necessary  expenses  paid 
for  executing  the  requisite  release  and  attorney's  fee,  in  the  case,  amounted 
to  seven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  Owing  to  informality  in  writing 
the  will  of  Miss  Brechbill,  tlie  Treasurer  encountered  serious  difficulty 
in  securing  the  bequest,  having  to  make  repeated  trips  to  Carlisle  in  the 
discharge  of  this  duty.  For  his  trouble  and  individual  expenses  in  the 
case,  the  Treasurer  did  neither  ask,  nor  receive  any  compensation.  To 
complicate  matters,  in  addition  to  the  informality  of  the  will  itself  al- 
ready referred  to,  when  the  Treasurer  got  on  the  trail  of  the  bequest,  he 
found  that  the  executor  of  the  estate  had  filed  his  final  account,  which  had 
been  audited,  and  by  said  audit,  passed  upon  and  approved  by  the  Orph- 
ans' Court,  the  amount  devised  had  been  made  payable  to  ''the  Reformed 
Church,"  instead  of  to  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  Education  in  the  Re- 
formed Church.  Had  there  been  any  dis\)osition  to  contest  the  matter, 
it  is  feared,  that  the  aim  and  object  of  tne  testatrix  would  have  been 
frustrated,  and  the  bequest  lost  to  the  cause. 

The  Board  also  held  a  meeting  in  Mercersburg,  last  May,  at  the  close 
of  the  scholastic  year  in  the  Post  Graduate  Department  of  Mercersburg 
College,  and  attended  the  examinations  of  those  students  who  had  been 
receiving  theological  instruction  in  said  institution.  In  the  main,  these 
examinations  were  creditable  to  the  young  men  and  satisfactory  to  the 
members  of  the  Board  that  were  in  attendance. 

Messrs.  Franklin  W.  Brown,  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg,  Christian  Gum- 
bert,  Lawrence  M.  Hensell,  Daniel  H.  Leader,  and  Samuel  L.  Whitmore, 
constituting  the  Senior  Class  in  the  Post  Graduate  Course  of  Study  in 
Mercersburg  College,  after  having  completed  the  regular  three  years  cur- 
riculum of  theological  instruction  were  graduated  and  granted  certificates 
of  dismission  with  recommendation  to  their  respective  Classes  for  exami- 
nation with  a  view  to  licensure.  Messrs.  Eisenberg  and  Leader  were 
duly  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis ;  Messrs. 
Hensell  and  Whitmore  by  the  Virginia  Classis ;  Mr.  Brown  by  the  West 
Susquehanna  Classsis  ;  and  Mr.  Gumbert  by  the  Westmoreland  Classis. 
Wm.  Wilberforce  Deatrick  also  under  the  care  and  supervision  of  the 
Board,  who  had  finished  the  full  course  of  collegiate  and  theological 
study  and  had  graduated  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa., 
was  likewise  licensed  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis. 

The  Board,  at  is  May  meeting,  also  appointed  the  resident  members  of 
the  Board  a  committee  to  attend  the  examinations  of  those  beneficiary 
students,  who  were  connected  with  the  collegiate  department  of  Mercers- 
burg College.  These  took  place  during  the  month  of  June,  and  proved 
very  satisfactory  to  the  members  of  the  committee. 

Your  Board  is  happy  in  being  able  to  report,  that,  in  no  instance,  did 
the  scholarship-graoe  of  the  beneficiary  students  fall  so  low  as  to  require 
special  admonition  to  increased  diligence  and  earnestness  in  study,  as 
provided  for  by  the  Board  two  years  ago,  at  its  meeting  in  Baltimore. 
The  general  behavior  of  all  our  beneficiaries  and  also  of  those  who  re- 
ceived theological  instruction  in  Mercersburg  College  during  the  year,  so 
far  as  the  Board  is  aware,  has  been  commendable. 

In  this  connection,  the  Board  takes  pleasure  in  stating  to  the  Synod, 
thhi  since  the  Synod,  at  iu  first  annual  maeting,  held  in  Ohambenburg, 
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took  action  requiring  all  beneficiary  students  to  give  a  bond  with  approved 
security,  for  the  funds  paid  them,  not  a  single  instance  of  violation  of  the 
conditions  of  the  bonds  has  occurred. 

During  the  past  Synodical  year,  the  Board  had  under  its  care  and  super- 
vision ten  young  men  as  beneficiary  students.  Five  of  these  have  com- 
pleted their  theological  course  of  study,  and  have  been  licensed,  as  already 
stated.  Thus  only  five  beneficiaries  are  now  under  the  care  of  the  Board, 
of  the  number  sustaining  this  relation  one  year  ago.  The  Maryland 
Glassis  at  its  annual  meeting  in  May  last  made  provision  for  two  young 
men  as  beneficiary  students,  who  have  since  been  received  under  the  care 
of  the  Board,  viz  :  Calvin  Boyd  Heller  and  John  Ncvin  Bauman,  both 
members  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College.  Consequently,  the  Board, 
at  the  present  time,  has  only  seven  beneficiaries  to  supply  with  funds. 
They  are  to  be  provided  for  as  follows :  Mercersburg  Classis  three,  Mary- 
land Classis  three,  and  Virginia  Classis  one. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  all  the  Classes  do  not  see  fit  to  carry  forward 
their  beneficiary  operations  in  connection  with  your  Board.  Mercers- 
burg, Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Zion's  Classis  only  in  part,  have  been  co- 
operating with  the  Board.  Hence  the  amount  in  this  report  as  contrib- 
uted for  this  noble  cause  necessarily  is  considerably  smaller  than  it  would 
^e,  did  all  the  Classes  unite  in  this  work  of  the  Board. 

The  diminishing  number  of  those  who  are  preparing  for  the  work  of 
the  ministry  challenges  earnest  inquiry,  whetner  we  as  members  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac  are  not  coming  short  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty, 
to  seek  out  young  men  of  honest  report,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  wis- 
dom, who  may  be  put  in  a  course  of  training  for  this  most  solemn  and  re- 
sponsible of  all  callings.  Whilst  there  seems  at  present  to  be  even  a  sur- 
plus of  ministers  in  our  Reformed  Zi(>n,  your  Board  cannot  but  regard 
such  seeming  overplus  to  be  more  apparent  than  real.  Were  the  proper 
missionary  spirit  awakened  in  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
it  is  much  more  than  likely,  that  there  would  be  shortly  felt 'a  serious 
lack  of  ministerial  workmen.  The  cry  would  soon  be,  too  few,  and  not 
too  man  v. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Board  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  Synod,  that  the 
Treasurer  of  the  IJoard  has  punctually  ])aid  the  beneficiaries  their  stipends 
in  quarterly  installments;,  uj)  to  this  date,  and.  that  there  remains  anand- 
some  balance  in  the  Troasury.  The  blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  has  manifestly  been  granted  to  the  work  of  the  Hoard,  during 
the  j)ast  year.  Whilst  there  has  been  a  scarcity  of  funds  in  many  other 
departments  of  church  work,  there  has  been  none  with  us  in  this.  In 
former  years,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  had  either  to  draw  upon  his  in- 
dividual resources  for  the  time  being,  or  to  borrow  where  best  he  could, 
in  order  to  meet  the  current  demands  upon  the  Treasury  by  the  ben- 
eficiaries. 

At  the  present  time,  G.  B.  Resser,  E.  S.  Hassler,  and  C.  W.  Summey 
are  receiving  theological  instruction  in  the  Post  Graduate  Department  of 
Mercersburg  College,  and  A.  A.  Black  and  E.  R.  Deatrick  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

The  Board  respectfully  recommends  the  organization,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, in  all  our  congregations,  of  societies  for  securing  funds  for  Bene- 
ficiary Education  and  the  cause  of  Missions. 

The  Trea.surer  of  the  Board  acknowleges  the  recei})t  of  the  following 
amounts  for  Deneficiary  Education,  during  the  last  Synodical  year.     The 
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aggregate  contributed  by  each  pastoral  charge  is  given,  omitting  the 
items  and  dates  of  payment,  viz.  : 

SYNOPSIS   OF   treasurer's   REPORT. 

Mercersburg  Claasis. 

Altoona    Charge, I  60.00 

Martinsburg  "     50.82 

Mercersburg  "     60.00 

Chambersburg  Charge, 60.0  j 

St.  Clairsville        '*        60.00 

College  Church     *'         40.00 

Woodcock  Yulley''         40.00 

Everett                   *'         40.00 

Friend's  Cove        "         84.S3 

Mont  Alto              "         38.71 

Schellsburg             " 28.07 

Sulphur  Spring      ''         24.90. 

St.  Thomas             "         24.46 

Bedford              %   "         20.00 

Waterstreet            "         17.90 

Yellow  Creek         ''         16.00 

Loudon                    <'         ; 16.00 

Waynesboro           "         15.00 

Orbisonia                "         16.00 

■Groencastlo             "         11.76 

Grindstonehill        <'         7.77 

Clover  Creek         *'         6.00 

Middleburg            ''         2.97 

McConnellsburg    "         2.40 

Amount, 1666.09 

Maryland  Class  is. 

Evangelical  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick, |  74.62 

Westminster  Charge, 82.71 

Middletown  Church, 30.00 

Hagerstown  Charge, 16.00 

Glade                   ''         12.25 

First  Church  of  Baltimore, 12.00 

Jefferson  Charge, 10.00 

Cavetown      " 10.00 

Mechanicstown  Charge, 8.00 

Manchester              "        800 

Boonsboro               ''        8.00 

St.  Paul's  Church  of  Baltimore, 6.00 

Burkittsvillc  Church, 4.00 

Mount  Pleasant  Charge, 2.00 

Amount, $282.58 

Virginia  Classls. 
Cash  per  Treasurers, 1162.19 

Zion^s  Classis. 
€ash  per  Treasurer, 1100.00 
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Beqtieai. 
Xttate  of  Anna  Maria  Brechbill $160.00 

Recapitulation. 

Summary  of  Receipts. 

October  16,  1878.     Balance  in  Treasury, $276.20 

Keceived  from  Mercersburg  Classis, 656.09 

"  "     Maryland  **      282.5» 

u  "     Virginia  " 162.10 

**  **     Zion'8  "      100.00 

Bequest  of  Miss  Anna  Maria  Brechbill, 160.00 

Total  receipts, $1677.06 

Summary  of  Payments. 

Paid  beneficiary  students  of  Mercersburg  Classis, $  676.25 

"          **                   »'            Maryland            •»       275.00 

"          "                   "            Virginia              "       160.00 

"           **                   "             Zion's                   "       112.60 

Expenses  in  getting  bequest  of  Miss  Brechbill, 1 »  7.76 

Paid  for  Ledger  for  use  of  Treasurer, 1.80 

Postage,  revenue  stamps,  stationery,  and  discount, 1.76 

October  15,  1879.     Balance  in  Treasury, 862.50 

Total  payments, 11677.06 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ths  Board  of  Educatioit. 

We  hereby  certify,  that  we  have  carefully  audited  the  accounts  of  Bev- 
"Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Potomac,  by  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct . 

The  foregoing  Synopsis  and  Recapitulation  are  a  faithful  statement  of 
the  same.     There  is  a  oalancc  in  the  Treasury,  at  this  time,  of  $352.60. 

J.  Hassler, 
I.  G.  Brown, 

Auditing  Committee, 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  October  16,  1879. 

II.    REPORT   OF   THE   BOARD   OF   VISITORS   OF   THE   THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

Rkspectkd  Brethren: — The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  takes  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  divine  favor  has  continued 
to  rest  on  our  school  of  the  prophets. 

The  sessions  of  the  Seminary  were  opened  on  the  first  Thursday  of  Sep- 
tember  1878,  and  continued  during  the  year  without  interruption. 

The  following  persons  were  admitted  into  the  Seminary  at  the  opening 
of  the  year  as  members  of  the  Junior  class,  nine  in  number:  Albert  A. 
Black,  Thomas  A.  Feiistermacher,  Edwin  A.  Oernant,  Cosmos  H  Herbst, 
Newton  J.  Miller,  Cyrus  J.  Musser,  John  W.  Rauch,  Calvin  S.  Slagel, 
and  Joshua  Wolbach. 

All  had  regularly  graduated  at  College,  with  the  exception  of  one,who 
wasadmitted  on  the  basis  of  the  partial  course.  Six  are  graduates  of  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall,  one  of  Mercersburg  and  one  of  Muhlenberg  College. 
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The  Faculty  commends  the  industry,  moral  habits  and  Christian  char- 
acter of  the  students  and  reports  that  the  moral  tone  of  the  institution 
compares  favorably  with  that  of  previous  years.  The  attendance  of  the 
students  has  been  good.  Several  of  them,  however,  were  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  absenting  themselves  during  a  part  of  the  year  and  were  ex- 
cused by  the  Board.  The  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  sat- 
isfactory and  regarded  as  an  advance  on  those  of  the  previous  year. 

The  following  persons,  seven  in  number,  having  pursued  the  course 
prescribed  in  the  Seminary,  and  sustained  their  final  examinations  cred- 
itably, were  dismissed  and  recommended  for  licensure:  Robert  C.  Bow- 
ling, Simon  P.  Brown,  W.  Wilberforce  Deatrick,  Maximilian  F.  Dum- 
strey,  Thomas  J.  Hacker,  Thomas  S.  Land,  and  Silas  F.  Laury. 

All  of  these  with  the  exception  of  one  have  entered  upon  the  active  du- 
ties of  the  ministry. 

During  the  past  year  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  was  requested  to  pre- 
pare a  digest  of  the  Kules  and  Kegulutions  of  the  Seminary,  adopted  by 
the  Board  from  time  to  time.  Thev  were  revised  and  amended,  and  a 
copy  was  ordered  to  be  recorded  in  the  minuter  of  the  Board,  as  the  only 
rules  to  be  hereafter  binding.  Those  omitted  are  not  regarded  as  any 
longer  holding.  The  Board  directed  that  the  charter  of  the  Seminary 
should  be  published  in  the  next  year's  catalogue. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  direct  attention  to  the 
great  importance  of  the  Seminary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  church.  We 
simply  refer  to  what  has  already  been  said  in  former  reports  in  this  re- 
gara.  It  will  continue  to  need  the  sympathies,  the  prayers  and  the  help 
of  the  church,  in  order  that  it  may  continue  to  perform  its  work  and  en- 
large the  sphere  of  its  bnneficent  operations.  We  still  need  laborers  prop- 
erly prepared  for  the  harvest,  and  especially  at  this  time,  when  the  church 
is  engaged  in  much  inward  struggle  to  do  her  part  in  extending  the  king- 
dom m  the  world.  The  time  has  come  to  extend  the  border  of  her  habi- 
tation, to  lengthen  her  cords  and  to  strengthen  her  stakes.  In  order  to 
carry  out  her  divine  impulses,  she  will  c<mtinue  to  need  a  supply  of  men 
from  year  to  year,  who  will  be  thoroughly  trained  and  fully  up  to  the 
demands  of  the  age  in  culture  and  preparation  for  their  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Theodor£  Appbl,  Secretary. 

Lancaster,  Oct.  1,  1879. 

III.      REPORT   OF   THE   COMMITTEE   ON    EDUCATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Education,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Vis- 
itors of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  item  7  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  reported  during  the  session  of 
Wednesday  Morning,  which  was  received,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 
To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Your  Committee  on  Education  respectfully  report.  The  documents 
placed  in  our  hands  are  the  Report  ot  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  Syu- 
odj  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  a  communication  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Syn- 
od of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  containing  the  action 
of  said  Synod  with  reference  to  a  deficiency  in  the  salaries  of  the  Pro- 
fessors in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster. 
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From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  EdueatioHi  we  learn  that,  durine  tbe 
year,  the  deportment  and  progress  of  the  students  under  the  care  or  the 
^oard  have  Deen  good.  Six  students  graduated  in  the  Post  Graduate 
Course  in  Mercersburg  College,  and  one  at  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Lancaster.  The  Board  had  under  its  care  ten  young  men  as  Beneficiaries  ; 
five  of  whom  have  graduated.  There  are  at  present  seven  under  its  care. 
The  financial  condition  of  the  Board  is  good.  During  the  year,  a  bequest 
of  $160.00  was  received  from  the  Cf^tate  of  Miss  Anna  Maria  Brechbill  of 
Boiling  Springs,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.  The  total  receipts  of  the 
Treasury,  including  the  balance  of  $276.20  in  the  Treasury  at  the  time  of 
the  previous  report,  were  $1577.06.  The  expenditures  were  $1224.56, 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $352.60. 

The  Board  respectfully  recommends  the  organization,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, in  all  congregations  under  the  care  of  Synod,  of  societies  for  secur- 
ing funds  for  Beneficiary  Education  and  Missions. 

Your  Committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  and  hereby  are  given  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  his  labor  and  trouble  in  securing 
the  legacy  of  Miss  Brechbill 

Reaolred,  That  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  Education  be  renewedly  com- 
mended to  the  liberality  of  our  people.   • 

From  the  Report' of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  we  learn  that  this  Institution  continues  to  prosper. 
Ten  students  were  admitted,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  the  Ist  Thurs- 
day of  September,  1878,  and  seven  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  Seminary 
year,  last  May. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  following  resolution  for  adoption : 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  is  gratified  to  learn  the  continued  prosperity 
of  the  Theological  Seminury  at  Lancaster. 

The  communication  Ironi  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  U.  S.  con- 
tains the  following  resolutions,  ad(>pte(l  by  said  Synod  at  its  late  meeting 
in  Lebanon,  Pa.,  relating  to  tho  defici<'ncy  in  the  salaries  of  the  Profes- 
sors in  the  Theological  Seminary: — ^'Rmoiced,  That  the  several  Classes 
be  and  are  hereby  directed  to  a]»point  some  particular  time  for  each  pas- 
tor to  take  up  a  collection  in  his  charge  to  meet  this  deflciencv,  during 
the  coming  year.  Rcsithrd^  That  similar  action  be  recommended  to  the 
Synods  of  Pittsburgh  and  of  the  Potomac." 

With  reference  to  this,  your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resoivedj  That  the  request  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States  be  and  hereby  is  commended  to  the  several  Classes 
composing  this  Synod.  Respectfully  submitted, 

T.    F.    iloFFMEIER, 

Ellis  N.  Kkemkr, 
John  Kretzino, 
D.  W.  Ekbert, 
H.  Wirt  Siiritkb, 
Levi  Boloer, 
John  M.  Stonkr, 

Coynnuttee. 

At  the  election  for  members  of  the  diflfcrent  Boards,  held  during  the 
session  of  Tuesday  Evening,  Revs.  Wm.  Goodrich,  A.  J.  Heller,  and 
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^Ider  J.  Heyser  were  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Education  for 
the  term  of  three  years. 

MEMBERS   OF  THE   BOARD  AND   TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 

Rev.  Wm.  Goodrich 3  years, October,  1882. 

"       "  1882. 

1882. 
1881. 
1881. 
"  1881. 
«*  1880. 
1880. 
1880. 


n 


A.  J.  Heller, 3 

Elder  J.  Heyser, 3 

Rev.  I.  G.  Brown, 2 

Wm.  C.  Cremer, 2 

S.  N.  Callender, 2 

Wm.  M   Deatrick, 1 

J   S.  Kieffer, 1 

J.  W.  Santee, 1 


ii 
n 
II 
II 
II 
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ARTICLE  XIA^ 


MISSIONS. 

llie  Annual  Reports  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  MissioiLS  were  laid  before  Synod,  and 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  reported  during  the  session  of 
Monday  Morning.  The  report  was  received,  and  provision  was  made 
for  holding  a  Missionary  Meeting  on  Monday  Evening.  The  remain- 
•der  of  the  Report  was  amended  and  adopted  at  the  session  of  Tuesday 
Evening.     These  Reports  are  as  follows : 

I.      REPORT  OP   THE   TRI-SYNODIC   BOARD   OF   MISSIONS. 

7b  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Rkv.  Fathers  and  Brkthben  : — We  herewith  transmit  to  your  Rev- 
■erend  Body  the  annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  (Tri- 
Synodic.)  The  reports  present  all  the  information  that  is  deemed  neces- 
4sary,  at  this  time,  to  communicate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller,  President. 
Wm.   H.  H.  Snydeb,  Secrrfary. 

II.      REPORT   OF   SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  TRI-SYNODIC  BOARD   OF 

MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  to  the 
Synod  of  Pittsburg,  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren: — By  the  merciful  providence  of 
God,  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  was  raised  up  from  the  attack  of 
sickness,  from  which  ho  suftorod  a  year  ago,  and  permitted,  with  return- 
ing strength^  to  discharge  tlie  responsible  duties  of  his  office  during  the 
course  of  the  year.  It  is  with  gratit»ide  to  God,  the  author  of  all  i^ood 
gifts,  that  he  now  presents  this,  bis  second  annual  report  of  the  condition 
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of  the  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board  in  the  different  Siatet  of  th» 
Union,  embracing  the  territory  more  particularly  under  the  saperritton 
of  the  Synods  herein  addressed.  The  work  committed  to  our  hands  is  a 
Church  has  not  been  without  manifest  signs  of  the  divine  favor.  As  tu 
as  it  has  been  prospered  we  ascribe  all  the  honor  to  the  one  Great  Shep- 
herd of  the  flock,  in  whose  service  we  have  been  called  as  fellow  laboran. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Ch-cuie  Church  J 'E&ston. — Members  76.  Baptisms  18.  Conflrmationi  4. 
8.  S.  scholars  100.  The  Sabbath-school  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
Amount  contributed  for  benevolent  purposes  $12,  for  local  objects  $160. 
Church  property  valued  at  $3,000  with  a  small  debt,  which  will  no  doabl 
be  removed  at  no  distant  day.  The  congregation  is  making  a  gradual 
progress,  with  no  immediate  prospects  of  becoming  self-supporting.  It 
IS,  however,  doing  a  useful  and  necessary  work,  and  deserves  the  assist- 
ance which  it  has  been  thus  far  reccivini?      Pastor,  D.  Y.  Heisler.    Ap- 

ropriation  last  year  $200  with  some  additional  assistance  from  Claastt. 

ew  appropriation  $150. 

ChrisVs  Mission,  Allcntown. — This  mission  purchased  a  church  build- 
ing during  the  past  year  for  "^1600,  upon  which  $800  has  been  paid.  The 
balance  is  to  be  paid  in  annual  installments  of  $200  each,  whicn,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  not  be  too  much  for  the  congregation,  the  pastor  not  receiv- 
ing any  salary  from  his  people.  This  step,  a  wise  and  judicious  one,  his 
hflS  a  salutary  effect  upon  tne  members,  whilst  it  has  made  a  favorable 
impression  on  the  community,  who  now  res^ard  this  enterprise  as  giving 
promise  of  permanence.  Business  in  the  neighborhood  of  East  Allentowa 
IS  reviving,  and  the  prospects  of  the  mission  are  regarded  as  more  encour- 
aging than  for  a  number  of  years  past.  Members  90.  Baptismfl  IS. 
Confirmations  14.  S.  S.  scholars  157.  Benevolence  $15.18.  Xjocal  ob- 
jects $850.  Appropriations  hitherto  $800.  Appropriation  for  the  com- 
ing year  the  same,  to  which  the  Glassis  proposes  to  add  a  small  amount. 
Pastor,  J.  Fritzinger. 

Catasauqna, — This  mission  has  been  suffering  from  the  burden  of  aheavy 
debt  for  a  good  while.  During  the  past  year  this  difi[lculty  culminated  in 
the  sale  of  the  church  buildinir,  which  is  now  held  by  one  of  the  originil 
creditors,  without  however  interfering  with  its  use  by  the  congregation. 
In  these  trying  circumstances,  the  members  have  remained  faithful  to  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  congregation 
have  not  sutiered  It  i.s  earnestly  hoped,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
they  may  again  be  able  to  secure  possession  of  their  own  house  of  worship. 
It  is  believed  the  severe  trials  of  the  congregation  will  be  overruled  for 

food.     Members  90       Baptisms  18      S.  S.  scholars  170.      Benevolence 
34.     Local  objects  $190.     Appropriations  last  year  with  help  from  Clai- 
sis  $300.     Present  year  $300.     Pastor,  J.  J.  Crist. 

St.  Jo/i7i\s,  Kouding. — Members  305.  Baptisms  40.  Additions  29. 
8.  S.  scholars  3*2f).  Attendance  at  church  good.  Benevolence  $80  For 
local  objects  $1300.  This  congregation  has  continued  in  its  prosperous 
conditinn,  and  its  prospects  now  are  better  than  they  were  a  vear  ago. 
It  has  a  valuable  church  property  worth  over  $20,000,  on  which,  how- 
ever, a  heavy  debt  is  still  resting,  which  occasions  both  pastor  and  people 
much  anxioty.  Thus  far  it  has  not  proved  a  burden  too  heavy  to  be 
borne.  It  has  been  managed  with  ihuch  prudence  The  amount  reduced 
during  the  ear  was  S300.  With  the  return  of  prosperity  in  business  and 
work  for  the  members  of  the  church,  most  of  whom  are  poor  in  this 
world's  goods,  the  congregation  will  make  greater  strides  in  prosperity 
and  gradually  become  self-supporting.     Tne  pastor,  J.  W.  Steinmeta,  has 
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mnch  hard  work  to  perform,  in  which  he  is  sustained  hy  warm  hearts 
smong  his  own  people,  and  in  the  sister  churches  of  the  city.  Appropri- 
ation last  year  $800.     This  year  $250. 

St,  John'Sy  West  Philadelphia. — Thehealthof  the  pastor  of  this  church, 
which  was  seriously  threatened  one  year  ago,  was  providentially  restored, 
and,  at  the  earnest  request  of  his  people,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  remain 
and  continue  his  labors  amongst  them.  This  had  a  happy  effect  on  the 
congregation  and  seemed  to  give  it  a  new  impulse  to  strene^then  the 
things  that  remained.  From  observations  made  on  the  ground,  the  Su- 
perintendent feels  justified. in  regarding  this  as  one  of  the  most  hopeful 
missions.  The  church  property  is  valued  at  $10,000,  up<  n  which  there  is 
some  debt,  the  interest  on  which,  together  with  the  current  expenses,  and 
various  projected  improvements  about  the  church,  is  taxing  somewhat 
heavily  the  strength  of  the  congregation  and  calling  forth  its  liberality. 
Its  prospects  of  becoming  self-supporting  at  no  distant  day  are  good. 
Members  80.  Additions  since  last  October  19.  Baptisms  6.  S.  S.  schol- 
ars 70.  Attendance  on  the  services  of  the  sanctuary  good.  Appropria- 
tion last  year  $300.     This  year  $300.     Pastor,  J.  Samuel  Vandersloot. 

Second  Churchy  Harrisburg. — This  mission  has  a  good  house  of  worship 
worth  $7,000,  with  a  convenient  lecture-room  attached  lo  it,  the  debt  on 
which  is  now  nearly  liquidated,  $80  having  been  paid  on  it  during  the 
past  year.  The  Sunday-school  is  large  and  flourishing,  numbering  220 
scholars.  It  has  a  missionary  society  on  the  apostolic  plan,  in  which  the 
young  and  old  take  deep  interest.  It  was  one  of  the  first  formed  under 
the  recommendation  of  the  Board.  Members  104.  Baptisms  7.  Benev- 
olence $60.  Local  objects  $500.  Appropriation  last  vear  $260.  This 
year  $260.     Pastor  G.  W.  Snyder. 

Zwingli  Churchy  Harrisburg. — This  is  an  exclusively  German  mission. 
During  part  of  the  past  year,  it  was  served  by  Rev.  Frederick  Fox,  after 
his  return  from  San  Francisco.  Owing  to  the  gloomy  condition  of  the 
congregation  in  view  of  its  indebtedness,  and  for  other  reasons,  he  has 
recently  withdrawn  from  the  field  and  it  is  at  present  vacant.  The  prop- 
erty is  worth  at  least  $5,000,  on  which  there  is  an  indebtedness  of  $2,000, 
which  it  seems,  has  been  found  difficult  to  manage.  Members  60.  Bap- 
tisms 4.  Additions  2.  Sunday-school  disbanded.  Benevolence  $4.  Lo- 
cal objects  $260  Appropriation  last  year  $300.     Vacant. 

Columbia. — This  congregation  has  been  pursuing  a  prosperous  course  for 
a  number  of  years  past.  During  last  winter,  the  pastor,  Rev.  C  Clever, 
was  called  to  anotner  field  of  labor.  His  resignation  was  followed  by 
serious  difficulties, which  threatened  at  one  time  to  undo  the  labor  of  years. 
Fortunately  the  storm  passed  away,  and  the  trouble  which  threatened  to 
distract  the  congregation  for  years  to  come,  was  adjusted  in  a  truly  Chris- 
tian manner.  Its  prospects  are  encouraging  as  in  years  gone  by.  It  is 
believed  that  this  affliction,  which  was  for  a  reason,  will  be  overruled  for 

food,  and  help  to  consolidate  the  congregation  better  than  it  was  before. 
^eace  and  harmony  prevail  and  there  is  a  general  desire  to  build  up  on 
the  true  found'ition,  which  is  Christ  Jesus.  Members  167.  Baptisms  21. 
Additions  7.  S.  S.  scholars  170.  Henevolencc  $45.73.  Local  objects  $931. 
Appropriation  last  year  $60.     This  year  $150.     Pastor,  C.  8   Gerhard. 

WUkeabarre.—  Communicants  276.  Additions,  since  October  last,  by 
baptism  88.  By  confirmation  27,  and  by  certificate  25.  S.  S.  scholars 
160,  a  gain  of  36.  Collected  for  benevolent  purposes  $25.  For  local  pur- 
poses $560.  The  original  cost  of  the  church  was  $13,000.  The  debt  is 
$6,000,  of  which  $3,000  will  be  cancelled  during  the  coming  year,  a  part 
having  been  thus  cancelled  already.     The  mission  is  making  progress,  and 
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gaining  the  confidence  of  the  community.  It  is  German  and  English 
united.  The  question  of  language  has  thus  far  created  no  diffiGolty. 
Both  classes  of  people  worship  in  the  same  church,  in  harmony  and  peace. 
The  missionary  extends  his  labors  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  and  prea<^efit 
points,  where  congrpgations  maj'  be  organized  at  some  future  time.  There 
IS  room  for  extending  the  Church  further  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Ap- 
propriation last  year  |400.     This  year  the  same.     Pastor,  F.  K.  Levan. 

Lock  Harvn. — This  mission  has  made  substantial  progress  during  the 
past  year,  which  is  so  much  the  more  encouraging,  in  view  of  the  deplor- 
able condition  in  whicli  it  had  come  to  be  involved,  a  few  years  ago, 
when  the  present  pastor  took  charge  of  it.  With  the  help  of  Classis,  it 
has  secured  for  itself  a  houso  of  worship  of  its  own,  upon  which  a  debt 
is  still  resting,  which  however  is  not  oppressive  to  the  congregation.  The 
building  cost  only  S2,20O.  In  a  few  years,  after  some  repairs  are  msde 
to  it,  it  will  be  worth  much  more.  The  pastor  and  people  are  willing  to 
trust  in  the  Lord  for  the  future,  as  "with  His  blessing  many  difficultioi, 
which  seemed  insurmountable,  have  vanished  in  the  past.  Members  57. 
Baptisms  0.  Additions  7.  S.  8.  scholars  80.  Benevolence  $6.  Local 
purposes  $204.01.  Indebtedness  liquidated  since  October  last  $206.  Ap- 
propriation last  year  $300.     This  year  $300.     Pastor,  Isaac  8.  8tahr. 

Wilkinsburff  and  Ea^st  Libfrf}/. — Both  of  these  missions  sulTercd  severe- 
ly from  the  depression  of  the  times,  and  found  it  difficult  to  meet  currenl 
expenses,  and  interest  on  heavy  church  debts  There  was,  as  a  conse- 
quence, a  feeling  of  discouragement  among  the  members,  which  was  ad- 
verse to  the  growth  <>f  the  congregations.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
was  thought  best,  to  unite  the  two  missions,  as  they  are  not  far  apart, 
and  allow  them  to  be  served  by  one  pastor.  Thev  cordially  united  upon 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Knappenberger,  after  the  two  former  pastors  had  re- 
signed. This  arrangement  has  proved  satisfactory.  It  has  relieved 
them  of  pari'of  their  financial  burden.  They  are  now  better  able  to  meek 
their  pecuniary  obligations,  and  a  general  feeling  of  encouragement  and 
hope  has  sprung  up,  which  argues  well  for  the  future.  Mr.  Knappen- 
berger entered  upon  his  duties  in  January  last,  and  receives  an  appropri- 
ation of  $r)r)0,  the  amount  given  to  the  two  former  pastors.  Members  90. 
S.  8  scholars  120.  There  is  an  indebtedness  upon  both  these  churches. 
The  indebtedness,  on  the  church  at  Wilkinsburg,  was  reduced  during 
the  year. 

Orbimmia. — This  mission  has  been  growing  and  doing  well  during  the 
year.  Many  i^i  the  people  are  poor,  but  they  are  faithful  to  Christ  and 
His  Chureh,  showing  that  they  appreciate  the  kindness  of  the  Church  in 
extending  help  to  them,  by  the  interest  they  take  in  their  congregations. 
During  the  past  year,  a  new  Church,  c<.)Sting  $800  was  erected  and  paid 
for.  Congregations  8  Member.-*  10(5.  Haptisms  14  Additions  14. 
S.  S.  scholars  8-").  Benevolence  S47.  Local  objects  $807.  A  debt  of 
$350  resting  upon  one  of  the  Churches  has  been  nearly  provided  for. 
Aj)propriation  last  year  $150.  This  year  the  same.  Pastor,  J.  M. 
Schick. 

Sulphur  Spring,  Beilford  Countv. — Congregations  3.  Members  132. 
Bajitism.^i  1 1 .  Additi«)ns  5.  The  c^iurch  and  |)arsonage  at  Mann's  Choice 
are  worth  §2,700.  The  debt  is  small.  Benevolence  $33.  Lf»cal  objects 
$357.  The  pastor  rejiorts  that  he  is  at  present  engagoJ  in  eUablishing 
missionary  st)cietios,  for  which  the  ])e()}>le  seem  to  have  been  prepared. 
The  mission  is  making  a  gradual  j>ri>gress,  and  gaining  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  community.  Appropriation  last  year  $200.  This  year  the 
same.     Pastor,  W.  A.  Gring. 
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Chambersburg. — Since  the  missionary  left  this  congregation  more  than 
a  year  ago,  it  has  been  served  by  the  pastor  at  Chambersburg,  Rev.  W. 
C.  Cremer,  by  appointment  of  Classis.  In  this  way  the  spiritual  inter- 
ests of  a  small  boay  of  Germans  has  been  provided  for.  This  arrange- 
ment is  probably  the  best  that  could  be  made  for  them.  There  are  no 
indications  that  it  will  grow  in  numerical  strength  in  the  immediate  fu- 
ture as  a  German  church. 

Duneannon. — Members  125.  Baptisms  7.  Additions  14.  S.  S.  schol- 
ars 160.  Benevolence  $60.  Local  objects  $200.  Value  of  church  prop- 
erty $2,300.  The  Classis  of  Zion  paid  $1,100  and  the  congregation  $200 
for  the  removal  of  the  remaining  debt  on  the  church.  Attendance  good 
and  the  congregation  encouraged  in  their  work.  Prospects  of  becoming 
self-supporting.  Appropriation  last  year  $300.  This  year  $260.  Pas- 
tor, Uriah  Henry  Hoilman. 

First  Churchy  Allegheny  City. — This  mission  had  been  without  a  pas- 
tor and  without  preaching  for  more  than  a  year.  At  the  meeting  of  Al- 
legheny Classis  at  Pittsburg  last  Spring,  after  a  careful  examination  into 
its  affairs,  it  was  found  to  be  in  a  truly  deplorable  condition.  Still  it  was 
not  considered  to  be  without  hope,  and  the  Classis  authorized  the  Superin- 
tendent to  supply  it  temporarily  with  the  services  of  a  missionary  with  the 
▼iew  of  ascertaining  whether  anything  could  be  done  to  resuscitate  it,  and 
place  it  on  a  better  foundation.  The  licentiate  Robert  C.  Bowling  was 
selected  for  this  purpose,  and  he  took  charge  of  the  mission  for  a  period 
of  two  months.  His  labors  have  been  satisfactory,  and  the  prospects  now 
are,  that  the  congregation  will  recover  itself,  and  that  if  assistance  can 
be  extended  to  it  for  a  while,  it  may  yet  be  raised  above  impending  diffi- 
calties,  and  be  made  a  prosperous  congregation.  In  view  of  these  facts, 
the  Board  at  its  recent  meeting  commissioned  Mr.  Bowling  as  missionary 
at  Allegheny  city,  with  an  appropriation  of  $400. 

Shenandoah, — Members  200.  Baptisms  26.  Additions  36.  S.  S.  schol- 
ars 220  Attendance  good.  Value  of  church  property  $3,000.  The  debt 
which  has  been  considerably  reduced  during  the  present  pastorate,  is  at 
present,  about  *2,000.  Amount  paid  for  local  purposes  including  pas- 
tor's palary  $600.  The  prospects  of  becoming  self-supporting  are  encour- 
aging. The  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  seems  to  do,  the  large  amount 
of  indebtedness.  Tlie  appropriation  lust  year  was  $300,  which  has  been 
made  up  by  one  or  two  congregations,  an  example  much  to  be  commend- 
ed.    Appropriation  this  year  $300.     Pastor,  J.  G.  NefF. 

Johnstown. — There  was  a  Reformed  congregation  at  this  place  several 
years  ago,  but  the  church  was  sold  and  the  congregation  disbanded,  very 
lew  of  the  members,  however,  surrendered  their  church  connections.  Their 
number  in  fact  was  increased  by  additions  from  other  churches  in  the  sur- 
rounding country.  Upwards  of  forty  members  of  our  Church  were  found 
in  the  town,  who  desired  the  services  of  a  minister  of  their  own  faith. 
The  Rev.  William  H.  Bates,  whose  charge  is  contiguouSj  was  requested 
to  take  charge  of  this  interest,  and  serve  it  as  a  missionary  for  the  pres- 
ent. The  prospects  of  this  new  mission  are  good.  It  may  perhaps  need 
some  help  in  the  future.  It  is  promising.  Mr.  Bates  does  not  receive 
any  appropriation. 

St.  Luke'Sy  Lancaster. — This  congregation  was  organized  in  January 
last  with  nine  members.  It  at  present  numbers  22,  thirteen  having  been 
confirmed  at  Whitsuntide.  The  Sunday-school,  made  up  principally  of 
children  of  the  poor,  is  prosperous  and  doing  a  good  work.  It  numbers 
126  scholars.  Thus  far  this  mission  has  been  worshiping  either  in  an  en- 
gine house  or  a  school  house,  neither  of  which  was  a  suitable  place  for 
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worship.  This  difficulty,  it  is  expected,  will  be  removed  before  long. 
An  eiTort  is  at  present  in  pro^i^rcss  to  erect  a  chapel  jet  this  Fall,  sao- 
scriptions  for  which  have  oeen  received  amounting  to  somothint;  ovtr 
$1,200.  The  mission  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Board  in  Decem- 
ber last,  but  the  pastor  had  charge  of  it  in  April  a  year  a^o,  without  anv 
visible  means  of  support,  except  in  his  own  resources,  sustained  by  faith 
in  God.  He  receives  an  appropriation  from  the  Board  of  $300  and  such 
other  aid  from  his  congregation  and  the  other  churches  in  the  city,  as  is 
needed  for  his  temporal  support.     Pastor,  Rev.  Jacob  F.  Wiani. 

Overton^  Bradford  Countv. — This  congregation  was  formerly  under  the 
care  of  the  Board,  but  had  l>een  vacant  for  a  number  of  years  past.  The 
members  hungering  for  the  bread  of  life,  have  been  exerting  themselves 
to  secure  a  pastor,  in  which  the  Superintendent  has  been  assisting  them. 
They  have  united  on  the  licentiate,  Phaon  S  Kohler,  who  is  now  labor- 
ing among  them  with  acceptance,  and  with  good  prospects  of  succeii. 
He  has  just  formed  a  large  class  of  catechumens.  The  services  on  the  Sab- 
bath are  encoura&:ingly  attended  Thus  far  he  serves  only  two  congre- 
gations, and  a  preaching  point  at  Dushore.  There  are  two  other  small 
congregations  m  the  neighborhood  of  Dushore,  which  have  not  as  yet  en- 
tered into  the  arrangement  with  the  other  two,  but  may  still  do  so. 
Members  thus  far  reported  106.  S.  S.  scholars  at  Qverton  80.  Appro- 
priation not  yet  determined.     Church  property  worth  about  $900. 

Ijatrohe. — The  congregation  at  Latrobe  during  the  year  was  detached 
from  several  country  congregations,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the 
Board  as  a  mission,  by  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Synod  of  Pittsburg.  It  was  believed,  that  it  needed  more  pastoral 
labor,  and  that  under  this  new  arrangement,  it  would  grow  more  rapidly 
and  in  a  few  years  become  self-supporting.  The  pastor  reports,  that  facts 
thus  far  do  not  encourage  that  view  of  the  case,  although  the  charee  has 
been  making  encouraging  progress  during  the  present  pastorate.  Mem- 
bers 80.  Baptisms  9.  Additions  14.  8  S.  scholars  55.  Church  prop- 
erty $4,000-  Debt  $1,800.  Benevolence  $50.  Amount  paid  for  local 
objects  $350.     Appropriations  $200.     Pastor,  G.  D.  Gurley. 

Mansfleld  — An  independent  German  congregation  at  this  place  applied 
to  the  Olassis  of  Allegheny  last  Spring  to  be  received  into  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  requestell  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Knepper,  as  their 
pastor.  The  request  was  granted,  provided  certain  conditions  were  first 
complied  with,  and  in  that  event  the  Executive  Council  voted  an  appro- 
priation of  $50. 

Triniti/  Mhsion,  York  County. — About  ten  months  ago  the  Rev.W.  H. 
Xanders  was  appointed  by  the  Council  to  labor  as  missionary  in  the  town 
of  York,  and  at  other  places  in  the  neighborhood  without  an  appropria- 
tion. '  He  has  organized  a  new  congregation  at  Glen  Rock,  served  an  or- 
ganized congregation  at  New  Freouom,  and  has  several  preaching  places, 
one  of  which  is  Trinity  chapel  in  York,  where  congregations  may  be  or- 
ganized in  the  course  of  time.  The  prospects  of  the  mission  are  repre- 
sented as  encouraging.  Members  50.  Baptisms  2.  Conficmation  7. 
S.  S.  scholars  2-30.  Church  property  worth  about  $700.  Amount  col- 
lected for  local  purposes  $275. 

Sharon  — The  Sharon  charge,  in  Mercer  county,  was  taken  under  the 
care  of  the  Board  as  a  mission  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod.  Its  pastor  had  the  charge  of  it  for 
a  number  of  years  without  the  necessary  support.  He  had  to  depend 
upon  the  help  of  his  friends  to  keep  his  family.  The  congregation  was 
also  involvea  in  financial  difficulties,  which  interfered  with  its  prosperi- 


ty.  Accordingly,  help  was  extended  to  it  to  the  amoant  of  $100,  which 
WM  thankfully  received,  and  proved  to  be  of  material  account  in  encour- 
tting  pastor  and  people.  Since  the  congregation  came  under  the  care  of 
the  Board  it  has  been  doing  well.  Members  185.  Additions  22.  Value 
of  church  property  $4,000.  Appropriation  for  coming  year  $100.  Pas- 
tor, F.  P.  Hartmetz. 

VIRGINIA. 

Wine?iesfer. — The  statistics  of  this  mission,  as  compared  with  those  of 
previous  years,  shows  an  encouraging  degree  of  progress.  Congrega- 
tions 2.  Outposts  2.  Members  129.  Baptisms  8.  Additions  17.  S.  S. 
scholars  86.  -Value  of  church  property  $7,700.  Debt  on  parsonage  $676. 
It  was  reduced  $2*26  during  the  year.  *  Benevolence  $33  Local  objects 
^67.  The  affairs  of  this  congregation  arc  conducted  with  a  considerable 
•degree  of  system  and  economy.  It  is  being  graduully  strengthened  by 
emigration  from  the  North,  and  is  doing  a  useful  work  in  the  Valley  of 
Virginia.  It  will  need  help  from  the  Church  a  few  years  longer.  Ap- 
propriation last  year  $800.     This  year  $250.     Pastor,  Charles  G.  Fisher. 

Mxddlebrook. — The  two  congregations  constituting  this  mission,  under 
the  care  of  Rev  A.  J.  Whitmore,  became  self-sustaining  during  the  year. 
The  pastor,  believing  that  he  could  strengthen  and  still  further  consoli- 
•date  nis  charge,  as  well  as  occupy  several  important  missionary  points  in 
the  vicinity,  resigned,  and  a  call  was  extended  to  his  brother.  Rev.  S.  L. 
Whitmore,  who  became  the  pastor  in  June  last,  and  has  encouraging 
prospects  of  usefulness  before  him.  Additions  during  the  year  17.  Bap- 
tisms 11.  S.  S.  scholars  117.  Mr.  Whitmore  has  entered  upon  his  new 
Held  of  labor  with  true  missionary  zeal.  He  preaches  at  three  points,  at 
one  of  which  a  new  congre;(ation  is  to  be  organized  and  a  new  church 
erected  before  long.     Appropriation  for  the  new  mission  $150. 

DELAWARE. 

St.  John^Sj  Wyoming,  Kent  County. — Membprs  86.  Baptisms  4.  Ad- 
ditions 16.  S.  8.  scholars  100.  Value  of  church  property  $2,000.  Debt 
■$260.  Benevolence  $24.66.  Local  objects  $376.17  The  missionary  re- 
ports, that  services  were  held  during  the  setison  ot  Lent,  and  every  even- 
ing during  holy  week.  The  Easter  communion  was  the  largest  ever 
held  in  the  history  of  the  congregation.  The  interest  in  these  services 
•drew  many  nearer  to  God.  In  July  last,  the  congregation  celebrated  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  its  existence  The  services  are  represented  as  being 
of  an  interesting  and  profitable  kind.  An  effort  is  in  progress  to  liqui- 
-date  the  remaining  debt  on  the  church.  Appropriation  last  year  $800. 
This  year  $276.     Pastor,  E.  H.  Diffenbacher. 

MARYLAND. 

Ckimberland.^-Memhera  160.  Baptisms  6.  Additions  6  8.  8.  schol- 
ars 160.  Benevolence  $30.  Local  objects  $800  The  church  property  is 
worth  from  $7,000  to  $8,000  with  a  debt  of  $500.  No  reduction  of  the 
debt  during  the  year.  The  mission  is  making  slow  but  steady  progress. 
The  Sundav-school  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  promises  well  for  the 
future.  The  holy  days  were  observed  with  much  interest  and  profit  to 
the  people,  and  the  number  of  communicants  exceeded  those  of  previous 
years.  The  missionary  has  established  a  small  mission  at  Kevser  in  West 
Virginia,  which  he  visits  from  time  to  time.  Appropriation  last  year 
■$260.     This  year  the  same.     Pastor,  F.  R.  Schwedes. 

Frostburg. — A  few  years  ago  this  congregation  supported  its  own  pas- 
tor, but  it  fell  upon  evil  times  and  it  was  no  longer  able  to  maintain 
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itself.  Its  members,  being  mostly  miners,  could  do  nothing  for  the 
church.  Its  pastor  made  many  sacrifices  to  keep  his  flock  together.  In 
order  to  prevent  the  dispersion  of  its  memlwirs,  the  Classis  of  Somerset 
declared  it  a  mission,  and  placed  it  as  such  under  the  care  of  the  Board. 
It  agreed  t<>  my  through  the  Board  for  its  support,  for  one  year,  $600. 
This  accomplished  the  desired  result,  and  saved  the  church  from  great 
distress,  if  not  from  entire  disintc^gration.  It  is  understood,  that  it  will 
now  need  no  further  appropriation.  It  is  German  and  English,  and  a 
well  ordered  congregation,  with  a  memborshij)  of  over  200,  and  a  large 
Sunday-school.  Its  members  are  liberal  when  they  have  work.  Pastor, 
John  Kuhl. 

JRidgeh/,  Caroline  County. — Organized  over  a  year  ago  by  Rev.  E.  H. 
Dilfenbacher,  and  served  fey  him  until  recently.  Rev.  H.  King  was  au- 
thorized to  visit  and  explore  this  field,  last  Spring,  with  the  view  to  a 
permanent  settlement,  if  he  desired  it.  He  served  the  charge  two  months 
and  then  withdrew,  believing  he  would  be  more  useful  in  some  other 
parts  of  the  Church.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Hannabury  was  commissioned  to 
take  his  place.  He  has  entered  upon  his  work  in  faith  and  hope.  At 
present  he  serves  only  one  organized  congregation,  the  one  at  Ridgely, 
out  he  expects  to  spend  much  of  his  time  in  preaching  at  other  points  m 
the  peninsula,  with  the  view  of  organizing  other  churches  in  the  future. 
It  is  believed,  that  missionary  eflbrts  in  this  section  of  country  will  beat- 
tended  with  encouraging  results  in  iha  course  of  a  few  years.  The  con- 
gregation has  not  yet  commenced  to  build  the  house  of  worship  which  it 
has  in  contemplation.  Members  48.  Baptisms  4.  Additions  10.  Ap- 
jjropriation  1300.     Pastor,  Joseph  Hannabury. 

DISTRICT   OF   COLUMBIA. 

^,  Waahingion  — Members  36.      Baptisms  2.      Additions  15.     S.  S.  schol- 

ars 40,  most  of  whom  are  from  families  belonging  to  the  church.  Amount 
collected  from  local  purposes  $200.  The  congregation  still  worships  in  a 
rented  hall,  which  is  a  serious  difliculty  in  the  way  of  its  progress.  It 
needs  very  much  a  house  of  its  own.  Until  this  is  secured  it  is  not  likely 
that  some  families  will  be' willing  to  connect  themselves  with  the  mission. 
They  prefer  waiting  until  they  have  some  more  tangible  evidence  that 
the  enterprise  is  to  he  permanently  established.  Thus  far,  .some  few  gifts 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  treasurer  for  the  »?rection  of  a  chapel,  but  not 
in  suftieij'Ut  umonnts  us  to  justify  a  forward  movement  in  purchasing  or 
building.  The  pletlges  made  for  this  purpose  by  the  Synods  lind  Classis 
of  Maryland,  should  he  prom}>tly  met  and  paid.  The  mission  is  an  ex- 
pensive one,  and  true  economy  dictates,  that  it  should  be  placed  in  a  po- 
sition to  become  self-supporting  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible.  When, 
however,  it  has  once  reached  that  point,  it  will  be  a  monument  to  the  honor 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  in  whicrh  her  children  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,  will  find  a  spiritual  home  in  time  to  come.  But,  before  this 
is  consummated,  much  faith,  good  works  anr^  alirisgiving,  along  with  the 
hearty  sym}>athv  and  co-operation  (»f  the  Church,  will  be  needed.  Pas- 
tor, G.  B.  Ru>sell,  J).  D.    Appropriation  last  year  §1,200.    This  year  $G00. 

KANSAS. 

Emporio. — During  the  pa.^t  year  the  Rev.  L.  C.  Edmonds,  already  re- 
siding in  Kansas,  was  commissioned  to  labor  at  En[nK>ria  and  vicinity. 
He  was  able  to  devote  only  part  «»f  his  time  to  the  work  of  prea.bingand 
making  explorations.  He  reports,  that  we  have  many  members  living 
in  the  State  of  Kansa?,  t.nd  a  wide  field  of  missionary  labor.  He  has 
preui'hed  at   different  ]M»ints,  and.  to  some  extent,  explored  the  country, 
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but  has  confined  his  labors  mostly  to  Emporia,  where  wo  have  enough 
members  to  form  a  respectahlc  congregation.  Tlicy  liave  not,  as  yet,  been 
organized.  They  wisn  a  missionary  who  will  devote  all  his  time  to  the 
work.  The  missionary  labors  under  great  disadvantai^e,  for  the  want  of 
A  suitable  place  of  worshin,  being,  thus  far,  under  the  necessity  of  hold- 
inz  his  services  in  other  cnurches  at  unseasonable  hours.     Appropriation 

CALIFORNIA. 

SeUem^  Napa  City. — This  mission  has  had  much  to  encounter  from  the 
outside  worla,  to  whom  the  gospel  is  a  savor  of  death  unto  death  and  not 
of  life  unto  life.  It  has,  however,  maintained  its  ground,  and  the  mem- 
bers have  remained  faithful  to  the  work  committed  to  their  hands.  The 
present  pastor  has  been  for  more  than  a  year  in  his  charge,  and  has  not 
been  without  encouragement  in  his  work.  Ho  instructs  a  class  weekly 
throughout  the  vear,  which  is  well  attended.  The  Whitsuntide  services 
were  well  attended,  and  produced  a  favorable  im}>respi<>n.  The  congre- 
gaticm  is  small,  but  it  has  favorable  prospects  of  an  increase  during  the 
coming  year.  Members  24.  Baptisms  10.  Additions  0.  S.  S.  scholars 
82.  value  of  church  property  $2,800.  Debt  |750.  Benevolence  $6.00. 
Local  objects  S250.  Appropriation  last  year  $300.  This  year  $200. 
Pastor,  J.  H.  Krueger. 

San  Francisco. — In  addition  to  the  mission  at  Napa,  we  have  two  other 
churches  in  California,  one  at  Stockton  and  the  otuer  at  San  Francisco, 
which  Hre  self-supporting  and  are  doing  well.  The  pastors  have  not  con- 
fined themselves  to  their  own  congregations  exclusively,  but  have  sought 
to  extend  the  Church  in  the  regions  beyond.  The  field,  however,  is  large, 
and  the  demand  for  more  laborers  has  been  growing  stronger  and  more 
urgent.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Council  commissioned  the  licen- 
tiate, the  Rev.  L.  F.  Woerle,  to  labor  at  San  Francisco,  or  neighboring 
S laces  under  the  direction  of  the  Classis  of  San  Francisco.  He  was  or- 
ained  to  this  work,  a  few  months  ago,  at  York,  Pa.,  by  a  committee  of 
the  Classis  of  Zion,  and  is  now  in  the  field  engaged  in  his  new  spliere  of 
labor.  He  has  taken  charge  of  a  mission  at  Alameda,  in  the  vicinity  of 
San  Francisco,  and  the  Board  has  voted  him  an  appropriation  of  $100. 
The  demands  of  this  part  of  our  missionary  ground  will  require  the  ser- 
Tices  of  one  or  two  other  missionaries  at  no  distant  day.  It  is  hoped, 
that  we,  as  a  Church,  will  be  prepared  to  respond  to  the  call  to  supply  the 
multitudes  of  foreign  Germans,  in  this  far  distant  country  with  a  pure 
gospel,  many  of  whom  are  without  the  ordinary  means  of  grace,  and 
many  also  without  God  and  without  hope  in  the  world. 

OREGON   AND   WASHINGTON   TERRITORY. 

Portland. — Members  80.  Baptisms  26.  Additions  19.  Benevolence 
$17.  Local  objects  Sl,050.  This  mission  has  been  making  its  usual  sub- 
stantial progress.  The  services  at  the  church  festivals  in  the  Spring, 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  drew  larger  au- 
diences to  tne  church  than  ever  before.  This  cnurch,  established  on  an 
eTangelical  basis,  in  the  midst  of  much  opposition  from  without,  is  now 
A  permanent  fact.  The  property  worth  $8,000  is  free  of  debt.  Various 
improvements  on  the  streets  during  the  past  year  became  a  heavy  tax  on 
the  church,  for  which  the  ladies  of  the  congregation  supplied  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  money  needed  to  bear  this  additional  burden  of  expense. 
The  church  expects  to  celebrate  the  fifth  anniversary  of  its  organization 
during  the  month  of  September,  in  connection  with  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Classis  of  Portland-Oregon.     It  expects  to  become  self-supporting  at 
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no  distant  day.  The  missionary  frequently  preaches  in  the  new  towns^ 
which  arc  springing  up  in  various  directions,  with  the  view  of  establish- 
ing new  field?  of  labor  for  other  missionaries.  Openings  of  this  kind  an 
very  numerous,  and  it  seems  to  be  only  necessary,  that  we  should  send  a 
suMcient  supply  of  efficient  laborers,  in  order  that  wc  may  reap  rich  har- 
vest in  this  part  of  the  Pacific  coast.  The  establishment  ox  the  new 
Classis  in  Oregon  will,  it  is  believed,  be  of  much  account  in  carrying  for- 
ward this  work.  Statistics  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  be  inserted  in  this 
report.  Appropriation  last  year  $300.  This  year  the  same.  Pastor, 
John  Gantenbcm. 

Salem, — The  field  occupied  by  the  missionary  at  this  post,  was  divided 
during  the  year,  and  a  portion  of  it,  including  the  Meridian  congrega- 
tion, given  to  another  missionary.  Ho  retained  two  of  the  congregations, 
the  one  at  Salem,  the  other  at  Silvcrton,  preaching  at  other  points,  and 
occasionally  making  excursions  into  more  distant  parts  of  the  State.  At 
Salem  divine  services  have  thus  far  been  held  in  a  hall,  but  recently  a 
wealthy  citizen  of  Salem,  presented  the  congregation  with  a  lot  of  ground, 
upon  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  erect  a  church.  Appropriation  last  year 
$250.     This  year  $250.     Pastor,  J.  Muellhaupt 

Canbyj  Clackamas  County. — During  the  past  year  the  Rev.  Julius 
Lange,  was  commissioned  as  missionary,  to  take  charge  of  a  portion  of 
the  field  of  Rev.  Muellhaupt  and  ot  other  important  points.  He  has  at 
present  one  organized  church  at  Meridian.  He  fills  appointments  at 
other  places,  walks  long  distances  over  rough  roads  and  through  inclem- 
ent weather,  to  gather  his  fellow-countrymen  into  the  Christian  fold. — 
Many  of  his  people  are  Swiss  emigrants,  who  are  just  clearing  oft'  the 
land,  and  are  not  able  to  do  much  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  but  are 
strongly  devoted  to  the  Reformed  faith,  brother  Lange  makes  many 
sacrifices,  labors  hard  as  a  missionary  and  finds  it  necessary  to  devote 
part  of  his  time  in  teaching  in  a  little  attic,  which  is  his  stucfy,  his  bed- 
room and  his  school  house  at  the  same  time.  This  riirid  economv  is  neces- 
sary  in  order  that  he  may  provide  for  his  temporal  support.  Appropri- 
ation $200. 

Walla  Walla. — During  the  past  year  the  Rev.  George  Mechtersheimer 
was  commissioned  as  missionary  at  Walla  Walla  and  other  places.  He 
had  been  a  resident  of  that  place  for  some  time,  engaged  in  laboring  and 
teaching  among  the  (icrmuns  with  the  view  of  organizing  tlH;m  into  a 
congregation.  He  will  now  be  able  to  devote  more  of  his  time  to  this 
work,  and  to  the  cstablishmLMit  of  other  new  missions  under  the  direction 
of  Classis.     Appropriation  ifilOO. 

SUMMARY. 

Number  of  missionaries,  ten  more  than  last  year, 38 

Members, 2,910 

Additions  during  the  your, 325 

Baptisms, .' 292 

Annmnt  collected  during  the  year  for  benevolence, $    525 

"  "  "        ''    *"      ''    local  objects, $8,*J38 

Value  of  Church  Property  about $125,000 

Indebtedness  about \ $80,000 

FINANCIAL    STATEMENT. 

From  the  Tretisurer's  Re})ort  it  will  be  seen  that  the  contributions  for 
missions,  since  the  last  report  was  made  to  the  Synods,  amounted  to  $7,- 
320.43.     This,  however,  does  not  cover  the  full  period  of  a  year  by  more 
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than  a  month.  Some  of  the  monies  contributed  by  churches,  especially 
the  harvest  offerings,  have  not  yet  been  reported.  How  much  the  whole 
will  amount  to  at  the  end  of  the  year,  cannot  now  be  precisely  stated. 
The  probability  is  that  it  will  not  be  quite  as  much  as  it  was  during  the 
previous  year.  This  is  most  likely  owing  to  the  fact  that  an  appeal  was 
made  and  special  collections  were  lifted  for  missions  in  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary, 1878,  whereas  this  was  not  done  during  last  Winter.  The  amount 
due  the  missionaries  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  was  $2,643.  The  amount  of 
indebtedness  for  monies  borrowed  is  $550,  which  is  $250  less  than  last 
year.  The  Board  has  $2,500  invested  for  which  interest  is  paid.  The 
expenditure  for  carrying  forward  the  operations  of  the  Board  during  the 
•coming  year  will  be  something  larger  than  it  was  during  the  previous 
year,  'to  meet  the  current  expenses  during  the  coming  year,  the  Board 
will  need  $14,000,  for  which  we  suggest  that  the  different  Synods  con- 
-cerned  raise  the  following  amounts  : 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States, $8,000 

The  Synod  of  the  Futomac, 3,500 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh, 2,600 

We  further  suggest  that  the  different  Synods  request  all  the  churches, 
or  as  far  as  possible,  to  lift  one  collection  for  the  relief  of  our  missionaries, 
during  the  Advent  or  Epiphany  period  of  the  coming  year.  Also,  that 
the  Synods  and  Classes  at  their  coming  meetings,  give  special  attention 
to  the  claims  of  the  missionary  cause,  urge  the  importance  of  systematic 
benevolence,  the  further  increase  ol  missionary  societies,  in  congregations 
-and  Sunday-schools,  also  missionary  festivals,  and  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  will  tend  to  secure  more  promptly  the  payments  of  the  Class- 
ical apportionments,  so  that  the  want«  of  our  suffering  missionaries  may. 
be  more  promptly  met,  and  our  missionary  operations  oe  more  widely  ex- 
tended. 

REMARKS. 

In  closing  this  report  we  call  attention  to  a  few  facts.  The  first  is  the 
great  extent  and  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  field  which  we  are  called  on' 
to  cultivate.  We  have  been  not  altogether  remiss  in  providing  for  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  missionary  ground  covered  by  the  three  Synods. 
Beyond  that  territory,  however,  we  have  as  yet  done  comparatively  lit- 
tle :  and  yet  the  calls  uj)on  us  from  our  own  people,  as  from  others  beyond 
our  immediate  limits,  to  supply  them  with  ministers  to  break  unto  them 
Ihe  bread  of  life,  are  urgent,  hnd  numerous.  It  is  the  call  of  the  Divine 
Master  addressed  to  us,  to  feed  His  sheep,  to  feed  His  lambs.  Many  of 
our  people  have  settled  in  the  new  States  and  Territories  of  the  West, 
who  are  without  ministers  and  without  churches.  Our  brethren  in  the 
We6t  through  their  own  missionary  agencies,  are  doing  what  they  can, 
but  their  efforts  should  l)e  supjdemcnted  by  the  greater  resources  of  the 
East.  There  is  much  work  for  us  to  do  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Texas,  and 
neighboring  States,  where  as  yet  we  have  scarcely  made  a  beginning- 
Still  farther  westward  in  the  Pacific  States,  we  have  indeed  made  a  fair 
start,  but  the  demand  for  more  laborers  in  that  field  comes  with  impres- 
sive earnestness  in  almost  every  communication  that  reaches  us  from  that 
distant  country.  There  is  also  work  for  us  to  accomplish  in  the  Southern 
States  as  great  perhaps  as  elsewhere.  It  is  a  serious  question  whether  the 
time  has  not  come  to  put  forth  efforts  to  revive  and  expand  our  Church 
in  that  part  of  the  Union.  There  is  no  reason  in  fact,  why  our  Church 
should  not  be  represented  in  all  of  the  Southern  States,  as  ft  would  most 
likely  be  to-day,  if  the  efforts  of  our  Fathers  in  former  years  in  tJiat  di- 
rection had  been  properly  followed  up.     A  similar  remark  may  b9>made 
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in  regard  to  the  New  England  States.  There  we  have  only  two  ministers 
of  our  own  denomination,  and  yet  there  is  a  German  population  in  most 
'  of  the  large  towns  and  cities,  in  some  of  which  there  are  no  German  min* 
isters,  and  the  destitute  people  never  hear  the  Gospel  in  a  language  which 
they  understand  The  Rev.  L.  B.  Swartz,  pastor  of  a  Reformed  church, 
in  Boston,  has  labored  with  apostolic  zeal  for  his  German  brethren,  not 
only  in  Boston,  but  elsewhere  for  over  thirty  years.  During  this  period 
he  has  preached  in  many  parts  of  Massachusetts,  and  started  some  mis- 
sions, which  from  the  want  of  support  from  our  Missionary  Boards,  have- 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  other  denominations  that  came  forward  and 
granted  them  the  needed  assistance.  After  much  labor  and  extraordinary 
sacrifices  on  his  part,  he  finds  it  now  diflficult  to  maintain  himself  at  his- 
post  at  Boston  on  account  of  the  financial  embarrassments  of  his  own 
church.  The  superintendent  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole 
field,  during  a  visit  this  Summer,  is  convinced  that  New  England  as  mis- 
sionary ground  has  claims  on  the  Reformed  Church,  which  she  cannot 
safely  overlook  or  ignore.  As  a  beginning,  he  thinks  there  ou&:ht  to  be 
two  missionaries  located  at  Boston  at  once,  one  English  the  other  Ger- 
man. This  would  be  sufficient  for  the  present,  and  might,  it  is  believed, 
be  accomplished  without  too  heavv  an  outlay  of  money.  In  a  few  years 
other  laborers  might  bo  added  to  tbeir  number  and  new  missions  be  estab- 
lished for  the  great  spiritual  destitution  in  other  places. 

There  is  another  fact,  which  ought  to  be  brought  home  at  this  particu- 
lar time  to  the  conscience  of  the  Church.  It  is  the  inadequacy  of  the 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  to  carry  forward  its  proper  work.  It 
is  with  great  dimculty  that  the  missionaries  under  the  care  of  the  Board 
are  sustained.  As  a  "body  they  are  faithful,  patient,  and  self-sacrificing" 
laborers  in  our  waste  places.  But  their  support  is  meagre,  and  they  are- 
often  discouraged,  distressed  and  harrassed  m  their  work  by  care  and  anx- 
iety to  provide  for  themselves  and  families  the  means  necessary  for  their 
temporal  support.  What  they  are  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Church 
as  their  appropriation  is  not  paid  thom  promptly,  and  they  grow  w^eafy 
in  waiting  during  long  and  dreary  months  for  the  long  expected  relief. 
All  this  should  be  remedied.  In  addition,  the  Church  should  provide  the 
Board  with  the  moans  necessary  to  extend  its  borders  into  new  and  as  yet, 
tnoccupied  regions.  This  we  believe  will  be  done  as  soon  as  we  get  our 
people  more  generally  to  see  the  great  need  of  supplying  their  fellow  men 
witn  the  Gospel.  We  have  the  poor  always  with  us,  and  they  who  are- 
willing  to  feed  the  bodies  of  men,  as  our  people  are  disposed  to  do,  will, 
not  withhold  the  hand  of  charity  from  those  who  are  perishing  for  lack 
of  knowledge.  As  ministers  and  people  we  all  need  more  of  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  and  His  Apostles,  which  was  the  spirit  of  missions  and  self-sacri- 
fice. In  proportion  as  we  are  imbued  with  their  spirit,  in  that  degree, 
will  our  work  go  forward  and  prosper  in  our  hands. 

But  whilst  at  times  we  are  almost  crushed  in  view  of  the  comparatively 
meagre  efforts  which  we  are  making  for  the  building  up  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Christ,  there  are  many  things  to  encourage  us  to  engage  in  this  blessed 
work  with  renewed  courage,  faith  and  hope.  Thus  far  our  missionary 
work  has  not  been  a  failure.  It  has  been  more  productive  of  results  than 
we  perhaps  had  a  right  to  expect.  With  the  means  at  our  command  few 
other  denominations  have  done  more  than  we  in  the  missionary  field. 
The  interest  in  our  missionary  work  is  growing  in  our  churches,  and  con- 
fidence in  our  operations  is  gaining  ground.  More  has  been  given  for 
missions  since  the  panic,  and  during  the  hard  times,  than  before,  although 
the  value  of  money  has  incretised.  One  of  the  principal  causes  of  our 
tailing  to  raise  more  missionary  funda  ib  the  want  of  system  in  develop- 
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ing  the  benevolence  of  the  Church,  but  this  is  passing  away.  Mission- 
ary societies  on  the  apostolic  plan  by  which  all  alike,  especially  our  poor 
people,  have  an  opportunity  to  do  something  for  the  spread  of  the  Gos- 
pel, are  springing  up  in  various  parts  of  the  Church.  Missionary  festivals 
Are  more  numerous,  and  are  doing  a  good  work.  The  spirit  (f  missions 
is,  we  believe,  penetrating  the  life  of  the  Church,  and  it  is  beginning  to 
be  felt  more  and  more,  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  missionary 
cause  should  bo  regarded  as  among  the  first  and  mo^it  vital  questions 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  solve.  If  many  things  are  calculated  to  dis- 
hearten and  discourage  us  at  present,  we  may  be  assured  that  if  we  per- 
severe in  patient  effort  to  bring  our  churches  up  to  the  full  measure  of 
their  responsibility,  the  future  will  be  more  fruitful  than  the  present. 
Deeply  tnankful  for  the  kind  treatment  which  he  has  received  whenever 
he  has  had  occasion  to  visit  the  churches,  glad  to  record  the  help  and  co- 
operation of  ministerial  brethren  and  others,  and  to  testify  to  the  ardu- 
ous labors  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  Superintendent  respectfully  pre- 
sents to  the  Synods  this  imperfect  sketch  or  the  missionary  work  during 
the  last  eleven  months  of  the  year. 

TUEODORK   ApPKL, 

•  Superintendent, 

III.      REPORT   OP   TREASURER   OF  THE   TRI-SYNODIC    BOARD   OF 

MISSIONS. 

To  the  Board  of  MisifMnn  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

I  beg  leave,  very  respectfully,  to  submit  the  subjoined  Report  of  the 
the  moneys  received  by  me,  and  disbursed  for  Home  Missions,  during  the 
year  ending  September  2nd,  1879. 

SYNOD   OF   THE    UNITED   .STATES. 

Keceived  from  Cla-ssis  of  Philadelphia, $108.17 

"  »'  "      Tohickon, 289  46 

"  ''  *'      Goshenhoppen, 464  67 

*'  ♦'  "      East  Pennsvlvania, 601.21 

"  "  **      Lebanon, ...\ 1866.92 

*'  "  "      Lancaster, 560.26 

"  "  "      East  Susquehanna, 272.77 

»'  *'  *'      West             ''            :i64.64 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States, $4028.10 

SYNOD   OF   THE    POTOMAC. 

Received  from  Classis  of  Zion, $445.40 

'•      Maryland, 783.18 

"      Mercersburg, 748.66 

''      Virginia, 298.04 


it  (( 
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Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, $2275.28 

SYyOD   OF   PITTSBURGH. 

Beceived  from  Treasurer  of  Svnod, , $752.59 

**  *'      Classis  of  St.  Paul, 47.00 

"  "  "      Somerset, 22.76 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh, $822.86 
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MISCELLA.NKOUS  SOURCES. 

Received  from  Classis  of  San  Francisco, $  20.00 

"  "     Gerhart  Legacy,  (interest,) 12  00 

'•  *'•      Spangler      •'    '  ''  18.75 

"  "      Locke  "  '* 160.00 

$200.7& 

Balance  in  Treasury,  October  8,  1878, 240.85 

Total  from  all  sources, $7566.78 

DTSBUK8KMENT8. 

Paid  Orders  of  the  Board  during  year, $7859.87 

*'     Treasurer  of  Io>va  Classis, 79.30 

Balance  in  Treasury, 128  11 

$7566.78 

In  addition  to  the  above  contributions  for  missions,  I  received  from 
sundry  sources  the  sum  of  $407.90  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  in  Wash- 
ington City,  D.  C. 

•     REMARKS. 

To  arrive  at  the  net  amount  contributed  by  the  church  for  Home  Mis- 
sions during  the  year,  we  must  deduct  from  the  sum  total  received  from 
all  sources,  $240.85,  (in  the  Treasury  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,)  and 
it  will  leave  the  actual  contributions  during  the  synodical  year  (which  in 
this  case,  however,  embraces  about  eleven  months,)  only  the  sum  of 
$7826.48  or  $2260.98  less  than  last  year. 

Not  one  of  the  Classes  within  the  bounds  of  the  three  Synods  came  up 
in  its  contributions  to  the  apportionments  made  by  the  Synods,  and  hence 
the  Board  is  always  in  debt  to  the  missionaries.  Virginia  Classis  is  the 
only  one  that  came  nearly  up  to  the  amount  asked  of  her.  Lebanon  and 
Mcrcersburg  Classes  made  considerable  increase  over  last  year's  contri- 
butions, but  all  the  others  fell  far  behind,  some  not  raising  one-half  the 
apportionments  made  upon  them. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  in  future  there  will  be  less,  or  no  occasion  to 
call  attenti<m  to  such  painful  facts ;  and  that  our  beloved  Zion  will  rend- 
er the  assistance  needed  to  carry  out  the  injunction  of  the  Head  of  the 
Church  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

"^Wm.  H.  Seibert,  JYeasurer. 
Harrisburg,  Sept.  2,  1879. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  Wm. 
H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  respectfuly  report,  that  they  have  attended 
to  said  dut}'  and  And  the  account  correct,  and  a  balance  of  One  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  eleven  cents  ($128.11)  in  his  hands  at  this 
date.  '  W.  H.  H.  Snyder, 

D.  W.  Gross. 

Harrisburg,  Sept.  2,  1879. 

IV.      REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    MISSIONS. 

The  Committ<je  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following,  as  their 
report : 

The  following  documents  were  ])laced  in  their  hands  for  consideration^ 
namely, — the  Report  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  the  Report 
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of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  and  the 
Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri -Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  and  also 
a  communication  from  certain  brethren  of  the  Portland-Oregon  Classis^ 
assembled  at  Portland,  Oregon,  in  the  capacity  of  a  Missionary  Cc^ference. 

From  these  official  reports,  we  take  the  following  summary  :  that  there 
are  now  thirty-eight  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board 
of  Missions — ten  more  than  the  previous  year.  Twenty-four  of  these 
missions  are  in  Pennsylvania,  two  in  Virginia,  one  in  Delaware,  three  in 
Maryland,  one  in  Washington  City,  and  the  rest  in  Kansas,  California, 
and  Oregon.  They  are  all,  with  two  exceptions,  reported  as  heing  in  a 
prosperous  and  promising  condition.  These  facts  should  be  for  us  a  cause 
of  gratitude  and  of  encouragement  to  go  forward,  at  the  expense  of  still 
greater  labor  and  self-denial. 

There  has  been  contributed  towards  missions,  in  the  past  year,  the  fol- 
lowing amounts  :  iSynod  of  the  United  States  $402^.10  ;  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  including  the  amount  contributed  by  the  Clasf»is  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, $2295.23  ;  Svnod  of  Pittsburgh  $822  85 ;  "and  in  interest  on  invested 
funds$180.76— Total  $7,324.43  ;  Disbursed  by  order  of  the  Board  $7,359-78; 
paid  Treasurer  of  Iowa  Classis  §79.30.  Taking  into  the  account  the  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the, previous  year  there  remains  a 
balance,  at  the  date  of  the  Treasurer's  Report,  of  |l28. 11.  The  sum  of 
$407  90  was  contributed  for  the  erection  of  a  Chapel  in  Washington 
City,  D.  C. 

These  figures  are  not  so  cheering.  The  contributions  of  the  Church 
almost  everywhere  have  fallen  below,  and  in  many  instances  very  far  be- 
low what  they  should  have  been  In  order  properly  to  sustain  the  mis- 
sions already  undertaken,  and  to  plant  others  in  the  waste  places,  which 
are  stretching  out  their  hands  and  crying  to  us  for  help,  there  must  be  an 
increase  of  love  for  the  cause  and  of  liberality  in  its  support  on  the  part 
of  both  ministers  and  people.  Instead  of  progressing  here,  we  are  in 
danger  of  retrograding.  We  need  but  refer  to  the  fact,  that  the  amount 
of  contributions  to  missions  in  the  year  just  closed  is  $2200.98  less  than 
that  of  the  forriier  year,  while  very  little  has  been  done  to  ensure  the 
permanent  establishment  of  the  mission  in  Washington  City. 

To  meet  the  current  expenses  during  the  coming  year,  the  Board  of 
Missions  will  need  $14,000.00.  The  amount  this  Synod  is  asked  to  as- 
sume is  $3,500.00. 

The  following  resolutions  are  recommended  for  consideration  and 
adoption  : 

Resolvedf  That  this  sum  be  ai)portioned  among  the  different  Classes  of 
this  Synod,  as  follows,  viz.  :  /ion's  Chissis  $1200.00,  Maryland  Classis 
$1200.00,  Mercersburg  Classis  $1100.00,  Virginia  Classis  $i00.00.  North 
Carolina  Classis  $100.00,  and  San  Francisco  Classis  $50.00— $3950.00. 

Resolved^  That  the  churches  in  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  are  hereby 
urgently  requested  to  lift  a  collection  for  ViQ  relief  of  our  missionaries, 
during  either  the  aj)pr<>aching  Advent  or  Epiphany  season. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  heartily  adopts  the  suggestions  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Superintendent,  and  accordingly  requests  the  Classes,  at  their 
next  annual  meetin^.^,  to  giv«?  special  attention  to  the  claims  of  the  mis- 
sionary cause,  urge  the  irnportrtuce  of  .systematic  benevolence,  the  further 
increase  of  missionarv  societies  in  conjrreijations  and  Sunday-schools,  also 
missionary  festivals,  and  the  adoption  of  such  measures  a.s  will  tend  to 
assure  more  promptly  the  payments  of  the  Clas.sical  apportionments,  so 
that  the  wants  of  our  muttering  inis?ionaries  may  be  more  promptly  met, 
and  our  missionar^^  operations  be  more  widely  extended. 
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Re,solved,  That  the  Washington  Mission  be  heartily  commended  to  the 
liberal  supjxirt  of  our  people,  and  that  the  Board  of  Missions  be  requested 
to  send  a  missionary  into  that  Held  as  soon  as  possible. 

Res'4^iaij  That  this  Synod  again  presents  to  the  Tri-Syn«»dic  Board  of 
Missions  the  spucial  claims  of  the  Virginia  Valley,  and  earnestly  over- 
tures the  Board  to  extond  its  missionary  work  in  that  direction. 

Renfihrri.  That  the  Svnod  hold  a  micsonarv  meeting  on  Monday  even- 
inK  of  the  present  .sessions  ;  that  the  President  of  the  Synodic  Board  of 
Mihsions  preside  on  the  occasion  ;  that  Revs.  J.  S.  Kieffer  and  Dr.  Theo- 
dore Appel,  Snj)erintendeiit  of  Missions,  deliver  addresses  on  Home  Mis- 
sions, and  l)r.  (».  W.  Welker  on  Foreign  Missions  ;  and  that  a  collection 
bo  lifted  for  tiie  cause  of  Foreign  Missions,  on  the  occasion. 

The  paper  from  the  brethren  in  Oregon  states,  that  they  met  in  Port- 
land at  the  time  lixed  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Portland-Oregon 
Classis,  but  failed  to  secure  a  quorum.  Hence  they  resolved  themselves 
into  a  Missionary  Conference  to  consider  the  conditions  and  ni^eJs  of  the 
cause  of  missions  within  their  bounds.  The  resultsof  their  deliberationa 
are  embodied  in  a  preamble  and  resolutions  consisting  of  suggestions  and 
petitirms  to  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  and  which  should  prop- 
erly come  before  it.  We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption : 

Resolrrf,  That  the  Stated  Ch'rk  transmit  the  communication  from 
the  brethren  of  the  Portland-Orefjiin  Classis  to  the  Tri-Svodic  Board  of 
Missions  f<>r  their  con<iderati<m  and  action. 

Respecttully  submitted, 

A.  J.  Hellkr, 

A.    Sl'ANOLKK, 
JOKI.  T.    ROSSITKR, 

I).  M.  Whitmork, 
J    (J.  Mar^h, 

Jac:oH   ^KLl.KKS, 

CiKOKUE  Dick, 

( 'ommiitef,. 


The  (toDununion  alms  on  Suntlav  were  devoted  to  the  eaiusc^  of  Home 
Miswion.^,  and  anmunted  to  nearly  one  hundred  and  liftv  dollars. 

On  Monday  eveninjr.  tlio  j>roj»ose(i  misssionary  iueetiu»<  was  held,  ac- 
cordiiijr  to  tli(5  prognnnnio  in  the  Ke})ort  of  the  ( Dmniitte*^  (m  Mis- 
sions, and  a  eolleetion  was  lifted  for  the  caUiSe  of  Foreign  Missions, 
amuuntin*!  to  ^42.70. 


Regardinu;  the  apj»ortionnifnt.s  upon  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Mercersburg, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  San  Francisco  for  tin*  purcluising  of  a 
lot  and  the  erection  of  jiCha])el  for  the  Washington  City  mission,  <  item 
3  of  Report  of  Connnittet^  on  Minutes  of  Synod,)  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Minutes  ol*  Classes  :ihows  what  was  done  in  the  ease. 

For  some  cause  or  other,  the  Tri-Svnodi<-  Board  of  Misj-itms  failed 
to  issue  the  appeal.  <S:e..as  re(|UO.<li'd  by  the  Synod  of  1878,  (and  noted 
in  item  -1  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod.) 
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Most  of  the  pastors  neglected  to  take  up  special  collections,  as  re- 
quested  by  the  Sjnod  of  llagerstown,  for  the  payment  in  full  of  the 
promises  made  by  the  Synod  at  York,  in  187G,  to  the  cause  of  missions 
in  the  Iowa  and  Virginia  Classes. 


The  Committee,  appoint^'d  by  the  Synod  in  1878,  to  ordain  the  licen- 
tiate Ambrose  I).  Gring  to  the  work  of  the  (xospel  Ministry  and  also 
as  Missionary  to  Ju))an,  (as  noted  in  item  9  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minuter  of  Synod,)  reported  as  follows,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  to  wit : 

The  Committee,  appointed  by  your  Reverend  Body  to  visit  Easton,  Pa., 
ibr  the  purpose  of  ordaining  the  licentiate  Ambrose  D.  Gring  to  the  Holy 
Ministry  and  Missionary  to  Japim,beg  leave  to  report,  That  we  attended 
to  the  duty  assigned  us,  in  the  First  Reformed  (church  of  Easton,  Pa.,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Synod  of  U.  S.,  on  the  25th  dav  of  October,  A.  D., 
1878,  and  Rev.  Gring  is  now  in  Japan,  prosecuting  his  work. 

The  expenses  incurred  by  the  Committee  wore  $22.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller. 

M.   KiRKFKR, 

£.  R.  EscuDArH, 

Otmmiftee. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  wan  instructed  to  pay  the  bill  of- Travelling 
Expenses  of  the  Committee  of  Ordination. 


At  the  electiim  for  momlH*rrt  of  the  different  Boards,  lujld  during  the 
ae8pi(m  of  Tiu^ay  cvuninj:.  Rev.  (J.  W.  Wt^lker  was  elected  to  serve 
for  four  years,  iis  a  m<*mlh*r  f>f  the  Synodic  Board  of  Mi«sion.< 

MKMBKRiS   OF   TIIK    IJOARD  AND   TERMS   OF   SERVK^E. 

Rev.  G.  W   ^VelkiT, 4  years October  1,  1888. 

"     J.  O  Miller 3*     ''     ''  1,1882. 

Elder  W.  A.  VV  ill, :J       "     "  1,1882. 

Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer 2       ''     "  1,  1881. 

Elder  G.  S.  Griffith 2       *'     "  1,  1881. 

Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbucb 1    year "  1,  1880. 

"     E.  N.  Kremer 1    '  •*     •'  1,  1880. 


ARTICLE  XV. 


FINANCE. 

I.     treasurer's  report. 


The  Treasurer  of  Symxl  jsuhmitted  his  annual  rejmrt  to  Synod,  which 
iras  received,  and  then  referreil  to  the  Standin*;?  Committee  on  Finance, 
for  the  purpose  of  biung  audited.     The  Report  is  as  follows : 


42 

Liwis  H.  Stbiner,  Th'easureTf  in  account  with  the  Synod  of  the  Fotomae: 

DR. 

Dec.  10, 1878,  To  cash  received  from  Louis  Markell,  former  Trets.,. $186.08 
May  26, 1879,  To  cash  received  from  Mercersbiirg  Glassis ^  110.00 

»*     80,     "       "       "  "  "     Virjrinia  "      -    80.00 

June  12,     "       '»       '*  "  "     Nor^th  Carolina  "      ^    8000 

July    7,     "       •'       "  »*  "     Maryland  "      „  110.00 

Oct.   15,     '»       "       "  »'  "     Virginia  "      80.00 

"     23,     "       •*       "  "  "     Zion's  '»      110.00 

Making, : $606.08 

CONTRA.     CR. 

Dec.  10,  1878,  By  cash  paid  Small  i&  Welsh,  for  printing  Minute8,$124.25 
"     10,     "       ''      »'       "     Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  expenses  as 

Stated  Clerk, 15.00 

May  26,  1879,  By  caph  paid  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Salary  as 

'  Stated  Clerk, „    7600 

Oct.  24,  1878,  Balance  in  Treasury, ^  891.88 

Making, $606.08 


II.      REPORT   OP   COMMITTEE   ON   FINANCE. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  reported,  during  the  session  of 
Tuesday  Afternoon,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  Treas- 
urer's account,  with  the  voucliers,  and  found  it  to  be  correct,  with  a  bal- 
ance of  $891.83  in  the  Treasurv.  To  meet  the  estimated  current  expenses 
of  the  Synod  and  part  of  its  liability  on  loan  for  the  Relief  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  Publication  Board,  the  Committee  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing assessments  : 

Mcrcersburg  Classis, $160.0^ 

Marvland  "       16000 

Zion's  "       160.00 

Virginia  "       40.00 

North  Carolina  "       40.00 

Making, $560.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  Kremkb, 
N.  H.  Skyles, 
C.  Clevkr, 
AV.  1.  Stewart, 
John  Miller, 
W.  H.  Haugh, 

Commiii^e. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  under  item  10,  re- 
I)orted  the  dotcrred  iisscjssnient  to  meet  one-half  the  amount  asst^ssed  by 
the  General  Synod  upon  this  Synod  for  contingent  purpose's.  The 
Standing  Committee  on  Finjince  was  ordered  to  make  the  needed  as- 
sessment, which  is  included  in  their  report. 
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III.      REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  STNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  presented  their  annual  report  to 
Synod,  during  the  session  of  Tuesday  Afteinoon,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : — Your 
Board  organized  by  selectinir  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller  as  President  and  Rev.  E. 
R.  Eschbach  as  Secretary.  The  Board  held  several  meetings,  during  the 
year,  but  are  sorry  to  say,  that  our  ugont  succeeded  in  securing  only  a 
amall  amount  of  contributions,  during  the  year,  so  that  the  deficit  of 
f8l8.87  reported  a  year  ago  with  interest  added,  after  deducting  the 
amount  collected  bv  the  agent,  Rov.  M.  H.  Sangree,  leaves  a  present  de- 
ficit of  $867.18.  We  have  authorized  the  agent  to  prosecute  the  work  of 
collecting  to  meet  the  remaining  indebtedness,  during  the  coming  year. 
We  trust,  that  the  Synod  will  commend  the  agent  to  the  churches,  and 
that  such,  as  have  not  yet  contributed  to  this  cause,  will  do  so,  during  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  term  of  oflSce  of  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  as  trustee  will  expire  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1880,  and  a  successor  must  be  chosen  by  the  Synod  at 
this  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  MiLLEB,  President 

At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod, 
Elder  Louis  Markell  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Synod  for  five  years. 

MEMBERS   OF  THE  BOARD   AND   TERMS   OF  SERVICE. 

Elder  Louis  Markell, 5  years, January  1,  1885. 

"      H.  Wirt  Shriver, 4    "      »*         1,1884. 

Bev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich, 3    *'      "       a,  1888. 

Hon.  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,...2    "      **        1,  1882. 

Bev.  J.  O.  Miller, 1  year, «'        1,  1881. 


ARTICLE  XVL 


APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

Nothing  occurred  undei^  this  head. 


ARTICLE  XVn. 


COMPLAINTS, 

Nothing  took  place  under  this  head. 
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ARTICLE  XVIII. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-school  Board  presi^utcd  ite  annual  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived, and  ifl  a«  follows : 

The  Sunday-school  Board  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  begs  leave  to 
offer  the  following  report. 

Nothing  came  before  this  Board,  which  claimed  special  attention,  ex- 
cepting the  usual  service  ordered  in  behalf  of  the  interest  represented  by 
it,  and  arrangi'ments  were  made  to  devote  Friday  evening  of  the  present 
sessions  of  Synod  to  the  Sunday-school  interest,  and  the  Board  would  ask 
the  Synod  to  make  that  the  order  for  the  evening  designated.  Three 
topics  have  been  selected  for  discussion  with  two  speakers  to  each  topic, 
to  be  followed  by  voluntary  speeches.  The  Treasurer  reports,  that  he  nas 
in  hand  $40.00,  bearing  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  S  ANT  BE,  Chairman. 


The  Synod  ordered  a  Sunday-school  service  to  be  held,  as  suggested 
by  the  Sunday-school  Board,  on  Friday  evening,  and  the  programme, 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Religious  Servit^es,  was  observed. 


Items  4  and  5  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures  were  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  B.  Shontz,  J.  T.  Rossiter,  and 
Elder  G.  S.  (iriffith.  The  committoc  subsequently  reix)rted,  which  was 
received  and  amended.  As  amendi'd  and  adopted  the  reiH»rt  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

We  tlieroforc*  offer  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption,  viz.  : 

Jirsnlrrd,  Tliut  this  Synod  iicceiles>  to  the  request  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the*  ITnited  Slates,  and  agrees  to  elect  a  committee 
of  one  to  assist  in  seleetinff  Sundav-school  Lessons  for  the  ensuins:  vear. 

Rf'sofvcff,  That  Rev.  AV'ni.  Rupp  be  ap})ointed  to  represent  this  Synod 
in  the  prej)uralion  of  the  Sunday-school  Lessons  according  to  the  order 
of  the  Church  Year. 

Resj)ectfully  submitted, 

J.   B.  Shon'Tz, 

JOKL   T.    ROSSITER, 

G.  S.  Griffith. 

thmmift^.e. 


At  the  election  held  for  membt^rs  of  the  different  Boards,  Elder  (I. 
S.  Griffith  was  re-eloetcd  a  member  of  the  Board  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  and  Rev.  1).  W.  Ebbert  wa.s  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmcr  into  the  bounds  of  another 
Synod. 
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MSMBER8  or  THE  BOARD  AND  TERMS   OF  SERVICE. 

JEldep  G.  S.  Griffith, 5  years, October,  1884 

Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert, 4    »*       "  1888 

«*    J.  W.  Santee, 3    "       "  1882 

**     A.  R.  Kremer, 2     »'       "  1881 

"     W.  K.  Zieber, 1     "       "  1880 


ARTICLE  XIX. 


CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under  item 
14  the  conditional  provision  that  had  been  made  last  year  by  the  Syn- 
od, for  the  organization  of  a  new  Olassis  out  of  the  territory  of  Synod, 
lyiiig  north  of  the  State  of  California,  on  the  Pacific  coast.  As  ascer- 
tainecl  from  the  Minutes  of  the  San  Francisco  Classis  and  of  the  new 
dassis  organized,  such  new  Classis  was  organized  out  of  the  territory  of 
Synod  contained  in  the  State  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Territory, 
imder  the  name  and  title  of  the  Portland-  Oregon  Classis.  The  new 
Classis  was  organized  at  Portland,  Oregon,  March  1st,  A.  D.  1879. 


ARTICLE  XX. 


PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk  in  r^ard 
to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  Syn- 
od, and  was  adopted. 

REPORT   ON    PUBLISHING    MINUTES. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  report,  that  he  had  two  thousand  copies 
of  the  Acts  and  froceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Synod 
printed  and  bound  in  pamphlet  form,  according^  to  instructions,  ana  dis- 
tributed them  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  Synod,  in  the  case. 
The  Minutes  number  three  pages  more  than  those  of  the  previous  year, . 
and  cost  in  the  aggregate  about  three  dollars  more,  although  actually  less 
per  page. 

They  were  printed  and  bound  by  Messrs  Small  &  Welsh  of  York,  Pa., 
at  a  cost  of  $124.25,  which  was  punctually  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Syn- 
od. The  work  was  completed  before  the  end  of  November — earlier  tnan 
any  previous  year — so  that  the  Minutes  were  ready  for  distribution  with- 
in about  five  weeks  after  the  final  adjournment  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk, 


The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  thousand  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  present  sessions,  duly  authenticated,  printed,  and  to  dis- 
tribute them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 
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I.      ANNUAL   REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLICATION  BOARD   OF  THE 

REFORMED   CHURCH, 

For  the  eleven  montJis  ending  August  \st,  1879. 

To  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Potomac,  the 
Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  re- 
flpectfully  submits  the  following  report  : 

The  Board  held  three  regular  meetings  during  the  eleven  months  cov- 
ered by  this  report,  at  each  of  which,  especially  at  the  last  meeting, close 
attention  was  given  to  the  interests  entrusted  to  their  care.  It  is  a  source 
of  regret,  that  thev  cannot  present  a  more  flattering  report  than  the  pres- 
•ent  must  necessarily  bo ;  though  perhaps  it  is  more  flattering  than  could 
have  been  expected,  when  all  the  circumstances  in  the  case  are  taken  into 
consideration. 

The  Book  Department,  we  regret  to  say,  has  met  with  a  more  than 
usual  falling;  olf  in  its  business,  than  during  any  year  since  the  panic  com- 
menced, and  in  this  department,  our  chief  deficiency  during  the  period 
covered  by  this  report,  exists.  To  what  particular  cause  this  is  to. be 
traced,  it  may  be  aifficult  exactly  to  determine.  Those  entrusted  with  its 
management  have  not  been  relax  in  their  eflforts  to  make  it  a  complete 
success.  To  what  extent  the  patronage  of  the  Church  has  been  withneld, 
is  best  known  to  those,  if  there  be  any  such,  who  have  bestowed  their 
patronage  elsewhere.  Certain  it  is,  they  have  not  done  so,  because  they 
obtained  better  terms.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  gener- 
al experience  of  the  Book  Trade  pronounces  the  depression  in  business 
during  the  past  vear,  to  have  been  more  severe,  than  it  has  been  during 
any  year  since  the  commencement  of  the  panic.  The  Book  trade  is  one 
of  the  first  to  feel  such  depression,  and  one  of  the  last  to  recover  from  it. 
The  general  impression,  moreover,  is,  that  an  encouraging  revival  of 
business  in  the  Book  Deoartnient  will  be  experienced  during  the  incoming 
fall,  in  which  the  Boara  has  reason  to  hope  its  business  will  share. 

In  the  general  periodical  dejmrtnient,  there  has  been,  on  the  whole, 
some  imfiroveiiieiit,  on  the  previous  year.  The  receipts  on  account  of 
some  of  the  periodicals  have  oeen  increased,  whilst  the  falling  off^onany 
of  them  with  a  single  exception,  is  very  slight.  In  those  cases,  however, 
where  tb<*re  has  been  a  falling  olf,  there  has  been  a  corresponding  ad- 
dition to  the  outstanding  dues. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  subscribers  to  the 
"Messenger,"  over  that  reported  last  year.  In  view  of  the  large  number 
of  now  subscribers  obtained  by  the  etlorts  of  a  special  agency,  it  was  nat- 
urally expected,  that  the  increase  would  be  larger.  So  many,  however, 
new  subscribers  discontinue  at  the  end  of  the  first  or  second  vcar;  audit 
is  necessary  constantly  to  purge  the  subscrij^tion  list  of  non-paying  sub- 
scribers, that  it  required  constant  efibrt  to  keej)  the  lii^t  at  the  present 
standard  ;  and  accordingly,  large  as  the  additions  have  been,  they  have 
but  little  exceeded  the  number  of  names  stricken  from  the  list.  A  de- 
crease of  one  hundred  and   thirtv-seven  subscribers,  has  occurred  in  the 

« 

"(ruardian'-  list,  wliilst  a  large  addition  has  been  made  to  the  numl>er  of 
''Lesson  Papers"  printed.  The  "Kevicw"  shows  an  increase  of  seven- 
teen, and  the  monthly  "Child's  Treiisury,"  of  thirty  seven.  The  semi- 
monthly has  lost  over  twelve  hundred  subscribers.  >lo  special  reason 
can  be  assigned  for  this,  as  a  continued  decrease  has  been  going  forward 
for  several  vears. 

To  meet  a  want,  which  has  been  deeply  felt  for  sometime  in  the  Church, 
and  which  could  not  longer  be  disregarded,  without  serious  detriment  to 
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its  interests,  the  Board  folt  constrained  to  commence  the  puhlication  of  a 
small  weekly  sheet  for  Infant  Classes  in  Sunday-schools.  They  have 
Darned  it,  "Sunshine,"  and  it  has  met  with  a  favorable  reception  thus  far, 
ind  the  indications  are  that  the  receipts  during  the  first  year  will  be  suf- 
ftcient  to  cover  the  actual  expenses  incurred. 

The  Board  again  appointed  a  special  committee  from  its  own  number, 
in  which  each  of  the  three  Synoas  was  represented,  to  examine  carefully 
into  the  condition  of  the  Establishment.  They  spent  the  greater  part  of 
two  days  in  their  specific  work.  Their  report  is  here  incorporated,  as  the 
mobt  accurate  account  that  can  be  given  of  the  result  reached : 

Philadelphia,  August  20th,  1879. 

7b  the  Reformed  Church  Publicaticm  Board  : 

Tour  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  to  take  an  account  of 
itock  in  store,  and  ascertain  the  financial  condition  of  the  Board,  beg 
leave  to  report : 

We  have  carefully  gone  over  the  list  of  books  and  goods  in  the  Store, 
ftnd  examined  into  our  Liabilities  and  Assets,  with  the  following  result. 
We  find  a  considerable  amount  of  stock  on  hand,  coming  down  from 
former  years,  that  is  not  saleable,  and  hence  comparatively  worthless. 
This  we  estimated  at  only  half  its  cost  value,  and  in  a  few  instances, 
threw  it  out  altogether.  Other  of  the  stock  we  threw  off  one  fourth,  one 
fifth,  and  on  all  of  it  in  sum  total,  one  tenth  of  its  returned  value.  Our 
Book  Agent,  Mr.  Taylor,  wa^  with  us,  and  coincided  with  our  judgment. 
We  found  a  large  number  of  "Reviews"  and  'Guardians,"  of  former 
years  still  on  hand.  These  we  reduced  one  half  from  the  estimate  put  on 
them  last  year,  and  still  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  can  ever  be  sold  for 
their  present  estimated  value.  We  also  found  some  books  in  sheets,  that 
are  worth  but  little,  and  hence  eetimuted  them  at  a  low  rate  It  is  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  that  greater  care  should  be  exercised  in  print- 
ing a  less  number  of  extra  periodicals,  especially  of  the  "Review"  and 
**Guardian,"  which  have  accumulated  in  such  large  numbers  on  our  hands. 

We  find  due  on  Book  accounts  over  six  thousand  dollars;  on  subscrip- 
tions due  from  present  subscribers  to  our  periodicals,  over  thirteen  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  due  from  old  accounts  of  discontinued  subscribers,  near- 
ly twelve  thousand  dollars,  for  about  seventeen  hundred  dollars  of  which 
notes  and  due  bills  have  been  given.  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  total 
amount  due  the  Board,  on  book  account  and  subscriptions  to  periodicals, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  orrr  fwentif-five  thousand  dollars.  This  is  a  fearful 
loss  in  interest ;  but  the  worst  of  it  is,  that  at  least  one  third  of  this  vast 
amount,  or  eight  thousand  dollars  of  it,  had  to  be  thrown  out  as  not  col- 
lectable. More  care,  we  think,  should  be  exercised  in  trusting  those,  not 
known  to  be  good,  and  still  more  earnest  efforts  made  to  collect  up  out- 
standing claims.  In  saying  all  this,  we  have  no  design  of  reflecting  upon 
the  business  capacity  of  our  Superintendent  or  Book  Agent.  We  believe 
they  are  both  doing  the  very  best  they  can  for  the  interest  of  the  Estab- 
lishment. The  fault  is  ruthor  with  our  ministers  and  people,  who  buy 
books  and  subscribe  for  periodicals  and  do  not  pay  for  them.  But  the 
experience  of  the  past  should  teach  us  to  trust  less,  and  be  wider  awake 
to  our  pecuniary  interests. 

We  are  sorry  to  say,  that  our  liabilities  have  increased  during  the  last 
eleven  months,  about  $2,500.,  whilst  our  assets  have  decreased  about 
$4,800.  Of  course,  this  is  owing  in  part  to  the  reductions  made  on  stock 
on  hand,  and  the  throwing  out  of  what  are  believed  to  be  worthless 
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accounts.  It  will  be  remembered,  also,  that,  when  four  years  ago,  the 
Synod  elected  a  new  Editor-in-chief,  it  was  hoped,  that  the  increased  in- 
come to  the  establishment  would  meet  the  expenses  of  his  salary,  and  that 
this  expectation  has  been  disappointed,  so  that  a  large  part  of  our  in- 
creasea  liabilities  is  owing  to  the  demand  made  upon  us  to  pay  the  salary 
of  additional  force  pn  the  ^'Messenger.*'  Still,  tne  fact  stares  us  in  the 
face,  that  we  are  losing  money  largely,  and,  that,  unless  our  expenscijctn 
be  brought  nearer  within  our  income,  our  existence  as  a  Boardjwrill  he 
only  a  matter  of  a  few  years.  It  is  not  within  the  province  of  t£e  com- 
mittee, as  such,  to  suggest  a  remedy.  We  leave  that  to  the  united  wis- 
dom of  the  Board,  and  to  the  Synods  represented  in  it.  The  total  liabil- 
ities and  assets,  together  with  his  detailed  statement,  will  be  found  in  the 
Superintendent's  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Love, 

G.  S.  Griffith. 

To  provide  as  far  as  in  their  power,  for  a  decrease  of  expenditures,  the 
Board  has  made  a  general  reduction  on  all  the  salaries  of  those  employee 
in  its  service.  As  a  means  of  further  relieving  the  Board  from  financial 
pressure,  it  respectfully  overtures  the  Synods  represented  in  the  Boards 
to  recommend  to  the  Classes  and  congregations  within  their  bounds,  to* 
provide  means  for  printing  and  distributing  religious  literature  gratuit- 
ously, or  at  such  reduced  rates,  as  the  Board  may  deem  best  to  weak 
charges.  Mission  congregations,  and  other  benevolent  associations.  Should 
this  overture  be  granted,  it  further  asks,  that  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  the  manuscript  for  a  tract  on  the- 
"Duty  and  Privilege  of  giving  to  the  support  of  the  Benevolent  Opera- 
tions of  the  Church  ;" 

That  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  a  tract 
on  the  "Duty  of  and  Benefit  to  Individuals  and  Families  Subscribing  for 
and  Heading  our  Church  Periodicals." 

Th%t  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  the  man- 
uscript for  a  tract  on  the  "Duty  and  Advantages  of  full  Church  Member- 
ship ;"  each  tract  to  contain  not  more  than  eight  pages,  and  that  the  cost 
of  printing  them  be  paid  out  of  the  the  fund  raised  for  the  free  circula- 
tion of  religious  literature,  and  that  all  congregations  within  the  bounds 
of  the  three  Synods,  which  contribute  to  this  fund,  shall  be  gratuitously 
supplied  with  said  tracts  for  distribution  in  their  families. 

With  a  view  to  extend  the  circulation  of  the  "Guardian"  and  "Child's 
Treasury,"  the  Board  has  determined  upon  a  reduction  of  the  price  of 
these  periodicals,  to  go  into  effect  with  the  opening  of  the  incoming  year. 
As  the  income  in  the  semi-monthly  Child's  Treasury  in  consequence  of 
the  falling  oflTof  its  subscription  list,  is  insufficient  to  cover  the  addition- 
al expenses  incurred  through  it,  the  Board  will  discontinue  its  issue  after 
the  present  year. 

The  Board  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  new  price  list  of  books 
published  by  it.  and  of  all  books  on  hand,  putting  such  as  are  not  saleable 
at  greatly  reduced  rates.  This  committee  is  to  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  to  be  held  in  December  next,  ana  the  new  price  list  is  to 
go  into  efiect  with  the  opening  of  the  incoming  year. 

The  time  of  service  of  G.  S.  GriflSth  and  B.  Wolff",  Jr.,  as  members  of 
the   Board  will   terminate  with   the  present  year.      It  will,  therefore, 
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devolve  upon  the  Synods  they  respectively  represent,  to  fill  the  vacancies 
in  the  Board,  which  will  thus  occur. 

Kespectfully  submitted  in  V*half  of  the  Board, 

D.  W.  Gross,  President 
Baml.  R.  Fisher,  Secretary. 
Philadelphia,  August  29,  1879. 

II.      REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON    PUBLICATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication  rcjjortcd  durinsj  the  session 
of  Friday  Afternoon.  The  Report  was  received  and  engujj;(^  the  at- 
tention of  the  Synod  during  the  scK^ions  of  Fridiiy  Afternoon,  Satur- 
day Forenoon,  and  Si'turday  Afternoon.  The  lleport  was  amended 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  <m  Publication  rospeotfully  bog  leave  to  report: — Your 
Committee  have  bo.stowod  ean^ful  attention  and  ^tudy  upon  the  several 
documents  placed  in  their  hands.  The  .«ubjcct  mattcjr  contained  therein 
was  earnestly  considered  and  discussed,  and  as  the  re-ult  of  thoir  deliber- 
ations, they  would  recommend  to  Synod  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions. 

Resolcedt  That  this  Synod  most  respectfullv  declines  concurring  in  the 
action  of  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S.,  proposing  changes  in  the  editorial  man- 
agement of  the  Mcsftentjer. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod  the  deficit,  in  view  of 
which  a  change  in  the  present  editorial  management  is  sought  to  be  ac- 
complised,  is  not  to  be  remedied  by  such  method,  but  rather  by  increased 
liberality  in  maintaining  the  present  management,  as  it  is. 

Resolved^  That  the  efficient  measures  inaugurated  by  the  Board,  at  its 
late  meeting,  in  the  way  of  reduction  of  salaries,  lessening  of  cost  in  the 
publications  and  material,  and  reduction  of  prices,  give  good  promise  that 
the  end  of  the  current  year  will  show  a  favorable  balance  in  its  business 
operations. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  calls  upon  the  Classes  and  ministers  and 
membership  within  her  bounds,  t(>  put  forth  a  decided  and  most  vigorous 
effort  to  increase  the  circulation  of  our  periodicals  and  the  volume  of  the 
business  of  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  N.  Callendeb, 
Jno.  G.  Noss, 
W.  Auo.  Grinq, 
W.  II.  Hkrbert, 
John  M   Hoffman, 
F.  M.  McKeeiian, 

Conimittee. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under  item 
17,  the  continuance  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  and  publish,  conjoint- 
ly with  a  similar  committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  lieformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  an  edition  of  **Hymns  for  the  Reformed  Church," 
vaith  mtunc. 
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The  Committee  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  and  the  Committee  was  continued.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Dear  Brkthren  : — Your  Committee  on  the  selection  of  music  for  the 
New  Hymn  Book  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  selected  tunes  for 
all  the  hymns  from  the  beginning  of  the  Book  to  Trinity  Sunday,  with 
the  exception  of  some  thirty  ;  and  nho  report,  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States  has  fully  completed  the  selections  for  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  Book.  Very  little  more,  therefore,  is  now  re<]uired 
to  place  tne  work  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  £.  HlOBEE, 

J.  B.    KER8CHNER. 

Mercersburg,  Pa.,  October  20th,  1879. 

P.  8. — We  submit  herewith  the  following  expenses. 

E.  E.  Higbee  for  one  trip  to  Frederick, %  6.40 

E.  E.  Higbee    *•     "       "     "  Lancaster, 7.20 

$12.60 

J.  B.  Kerschner  for  one  trip  to  Frederick, $  6.40 

J.  B.  Kerschner   "     **       «'     "Lancaster, 7.20 

$12.60 
The  Treasurer  wajs,  on  motion,  instructed  to  pay  the  forgoing  bills. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under  item 
16,  that  agreeably  to  the  (Charter  of  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Re- 
formed (Church  in  the  United  States,  it  Is  rendered  neceasary  for  the 
Synod  of  the  P(>tomac,  at  its  j)resent  sessions,  to  elect  a  member  of  said 
Board  for  four  years,  in  the  place  of  Elder  G  S.  Griffith,  whose  term 
of  service  is  about  to  expire.  At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the 
«everal  Boiu-ds,  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith  was  re-elected  to  serve  for  the 
period  of  four  years 

MEMBERS   OF   THE    PUBLICATION    BOARD   AND   TERMS   OF   SERVICE. 

Elder  Goldsboro  S   Griffith, 4  years, 1883 

"      Adam  B.  Wingerd, 3     "      1882 


ARTICLE  XXI. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

During  the  session  of  Tuesday  Afternoon,  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Nominations  preiSentod  their  report,  which  Avas  received,  amended, 
and  adopted.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tickets  of  these  nominations  printed  for  th^  use  of  the  Synod, 
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and  the  election  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  Evening's 
session.  At  the  time  designated,  the  election  took  place.  Revs.  W. 
F.  CoUiflower,  S.  S.  Miller,  C.  G.  Fisher,  and  I.  M.  M otter  were  ap- 
pointed tellers,  who  received  the  ballote,  counted  the  votes,  and  furnished 
the  President  with  the  result  of  the  election.  This  result  will  be  found 
elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  action  of  the  Synod  on  the  Reports 
of  the  Boards  of  Education,  Missions,  Trustees  of  Synod,  Sunday- 
schools,  Publication,  Peace  Commissioners,  and  Regents  of  Mercersburg 
Collie. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under  item 
18,  the  post-ponement,  until  the  present  annual  meeting,  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Commissioners  to  the  Peace  Convention  about  to  assemble  in 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

This  item  and  item  6  in  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
•Overtures  were  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  J. 
O.  Miller,  G.  H.  Martin,  F.  F.  Bahner,  and  elders  H.  W.  Shriver  and 
M.  Zimmerman.  During  the  session  of  Tuesday  Afternoon,  this  com- 
mittee submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted, 
to  wit : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  Peace  Commis- 
sion to  convene  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  November  26th,  1879,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  the  same  from  this  hody,  would  respect- 
fully report,  that  we  deem  it  unnecessary  for  this  Synod,  at  this  time,  to 
give  any  lengthy  deliverance  on  the  subject  matter  itself,  after  the  dis- 
cussion had  a  year  ago  at  Hagerstown  ;  except,  to  say,  that  we  acknowl- 
«dge  the  good  effects  already  of  this  contemplated  Peace  Commission  upon 
the  Church  ;  and,  that  we  still  favor  this  movement  that  looks  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  peace  of  the  Church. 

We  recommend,  that  the  Synod  do  now  proceed  to  the  selection  of  four 
^commissioners  or  delegates,  two  ministerial,  and  two  lay — with  their  al- 
ternates, as  designated  by  the  General  Synod,  to  represent  this  Synod  in 
«aid  Commission. 

It  is  our  opinion,  that  these  delegates  or  commissioners  should  be  selected 
from  the  majority  and  minority  of  this  Synod,  in  the  following  ratio, 
namely:  that  the  majority  shall  have  one  ministerial  and  two  lay  dele- 
gates or  commissioners,  with  alternates  ;  and  that  the  minority  shall  have 
one  ministerial  delegate  or  commissioner,  and  his  alternate.  And  for 
this  purpose,  we  nominate  the  following,  from  whom  the  Synod  shall 
select  who  shall  be  primarily  and  who  secundi:  namely  from  the  major- 
ity as  ministerial  delegate  or  commissioner — Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender 
and  Rev.  Elnathan  E  Higbee;  and  from  the  minority,  as  ministerial 
delegate  or  commissioner — Rev.  George  W.  Welker  and  Rev.  George 
W.  Glessner.  Majority  lay  delegates.  Elders  Henry  Wirt,  Lewis  H. 
Steiner,  J.  Taylor  Al otter,  and  John  P.  Reed. 

In  balloting,  each  member  of  the  Synod  shall  vote  for  two  ministers 
and  two  elders.  And  the  one  minister  of  the  majority  and  the  one  min- 
ister of  the  minority  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  the />ri- 
marii^  and  the  others  the  secundi.  And  the  two  elders  having  the  high- 
•est  number  of  votes  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  the  ^jrimarti,  and  the  others 
the  secundi. 
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We  would  further  rccomnicncl,  thnt  in  view  of  the  important  work 
comniittod  to  said  Commission,  this  Synod  advice  and  liercby  does  direct 
all  its  con jjrcijjat ions  and  monilxTs  to  olVer  specijil  prayer  to  the  Great 
Head  of  the  ('hurc'h,  on  their  behalf,  wlien  they  shall  be  assembled  in 
convention — such  prayer  to  be  made  at  the  rc<;ular  Lord's  Day  services 
and  at  tlie  we<'kly  meetings  for  prayer. 

And  further,  we  aiicree  with  th«*  other  Synods  in  the  full  conviction, 
that  in  ordt^r  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  t'>cGcneral  Synod,  it  is  necea.'-ary 
that  the  c«»n('lu.*«i«»ns  rcju-hed  by  ihe  Peace  Commissi. in  shouhl  be  unani- 
nious  ;  and  that  nothiiii^  short  of  this,  as  coming  from  said  Couimissiun, 
will  aid  us  in  securing  a  real  jteace. 

•  Kespcctfully  submitted, 

J.    O     MiLLKR, 

G.  H.  Maktix, 
F.  F.  Bah N KB, 

II.     WlUT    SlIRIVRR, 
MiClIAKL    ZlMMKRMAN, 

CommiUee. 

Accordingly,  at  the  election  for  members  of  the  several  Boards 
of  Synod,  an  election  for  Delegates  ur  ('onnnis.«ioners  to  the  l\'ace  Con- 
vention to  convene  in  flarrisburg.  Pa.,  NovendxT  2()th,  A.  D.  1879, 
was  held,  with  the  following  result,  to  wit:  Kev.  Sanuiel  N.  Cullen- 
der, D.  1).,  Kev.  Geo  Wm.  Welker,  D.  I)  ,  and  Eiders  llcmry  Wirt  and 
Hon.  Ijt^wis  tl.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  Prhnarii;  and  llev.  EInalhan  E.  Ilig- 
bcc,  D.  I).,  (jreorgc;  W.  (iles>ner,  1).  D.,  and  Elders  J.  Taylor  Motter,. 
and  John  P.  Heed,  Esq.,  JSecundi. 


MEROEKSIUIRO    COLLE(3E. 

The  "Board  of  Regents  of  xM  erc(Tsl)urg  College  presented  their  annual 
report  to  Synod,  which  wius  roecived,  and  then  with  itjom  ?>  of  the  lie- 
port  of  the  Coiniuittee  on  ()vcrtun\s  was  nferrod  to  a  special  coramit- 
tec,  composed  of  Uevs.  W.  Uu])p,  J.  A.  Thifl'hiins,  (?.  G.  Fisher,  and 
Elders  J.  M.  Hoffman  and  Jj.  Markell.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  REOENTS  OF  MERCERSRURO  COLLEGE. 

7h  the  Ueverend  Sipiod  of  the  PnUmiac. 

Dkar  Brktiikkx: — The  Hoard  of  Rei^onts  of  Men^orsburg  College,  in 
pubmilting  tliis  their  first  re})ort  for  your  consideration,  deem  it  proper 
to  give  a  f>rief  history  of  iho  C.'olK'Le,  iii  connection  with  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  its  j)res(  lit  liuancial  condition. 

The  College  was  ciiarterod  A.  I)  18^)5.  The  property  wis  purchased 
for  six  thousand  and  live  hundred  dollars  (^ri,'i00),  of  which  amount 
Mercers burii:  C-bissis  took  upon  itself  t<»  furnish  three  thousand  and  five 
hundred  dojiar.s  (^3,r,0(),,  lca\inir  the  babnice  lor  the  Corporation  to  se* 
cure  aa  best  it  cnuld.  To  put  the  buildinics  in  ])roper  rcpjiir  and  to  secure 
the  ii('cess:iry  furniturf^  for  the  rooms  rcHpiired  in  a  short  time  an  addition- 
al outlay  of  at  least  live  thousand  dollars  (:^^),O00),  iuakini:j  the  ex|">ensoat. 
the  start  eleven  thousand  and  live  hundred  dollars  ($11,6U0). 
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The  earnings  of  the  School  were  insuflSoient  to  meet  this  expense,  and 
the  Institution  therefore  from  the  outset  had  to  depend  upon  the  chari- 
table donations  of  the  Church.  At  difterent  times  agents  were  sent  into 
the  field,  meeting  with  more  or  less  success  ;  but  at  no  time  were  the  col- 
lections sufficient  to  diminish  to  any  extent  the  original  indebtpdness. 
Besides  this,  the  three  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars  ($3,500)  which 
Mercersburg  Classis  had  obligated  itself  to  furnish  came  in  by  small  dribs, 
:and  the  whole  amount  has  not  yet  been  fully  met. 

In  consequence  of  all  this,  the  College  for  the  first  five  or  six  years  of 
its  existence,  although  under  the  able  management  of  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Ap- 
ple, and  exercising  the  utmost  economy,  could  not  extricate  itself  from  its 
Durden  of  debt.  Indeed,  when  the  successor  of  Dr.  Apple  entered  upon 
bis  work,  the  debt  for  current  expenses  including  that  for  some  addition- 
al furniture  had  reached  the  sum  of  five  thousand  and  six  hundred  dol- 
lars ($0,000),  while  the  debt  f«)r  the  original  purchase  of  property  had 
been  decreased  only  four  thousand  dollars  ($4,000),  leaving  the  Institu- 
tion involved  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  thousand  and  one  hundred  dol- 
lars (.$13,100). 

Notwithsliinding  this,  the  College  was  able  to  go  on,  paying  its  Pro- 
fessors and  the  interest  of  its  debt  out  of  its  own  earnings  and  the  chari- 
table gifts  of  its  friends.  In  reality  for  the  past  seven  years  the  debt  has 
been  kept  down  very  near  to  its  original  proportion,  lessened  rather  than 
increased,  but  onlv  bv  means  of  great  labor  and  sacrifice.  In  the  mean- 
time  also  every  possible  ettort  has  been  made  to  secure  help ;  but  the  do- 
nations from  the  Church  were  exceedingly  small,  not  sufficient  indeed  to 
keep  one  Professor  in  the  College.  !t  may  be  said  that  for  the  past  seven 
years  the  College  has  been  left  to  depend  to  a  very  large  extent  upon 
what  it  could  secure  from  its  students,  and  upon  the  willingness  of  its 
Professors  to  work  while  their  salaries  were  exceedingly  small.  What 
added  still  more  to  the  difficulties  w  «s  that  this  period  was  one  of  great 
and  general  financial  depression,  diminishing  the  number  of  students  as 
well  as  the  charitable  donations  of  friends. 

The  Board  of  Regents,  however  feel  gratified  that  they  can  present  the 
following  detailed  statement  of  the  finjincial  condition  of  the  Institution, 

Sutting  the  real  assets  at  their  very  lowest  estimate,  and  including  all 
ebts  up  to  September  18,  1870. 

Mercer-sburg  College,  Septembr  18,  1879. 

DR. 

To  King  Mortgage, f? .1,000  00 

"   Cook  Judgment  Note,...  2,000.00 

*'   E.  E.  Higbee, 2,870.00 

"    Chambersburg  Bank,...  1,327.00 

"    J.   B.  Kerschiier, 850.00 

*'    Geo.  F.  Mull, 302.0<l 

*'   J.  H.  Kershner, 240.00 

Coal  Bill, 400.00 

H.  Hause, 000.00 

Sundries, 500.00 
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CR. 

By  Purchased  Property ,,...$6,500.00 

Leased  Property,. ..\ 10,000.00 

Subscription  Notes, 11,000.00 

Obligations  of  Students,  1,800.00 

Library, 500.V0 

Apparatus, 400.00 


$12,008,001  $30,200  00 

Assets  over  Liabilities, $18,102.00 

Prom  this  statement  it  can  be  .seen  that  the  debt  of  the  College  in  1879 
is  less  than  it  was  some  seven  years  ago  by  a  little  over  one  thousand  dol- 
lars ($1,002)  and  that  over  four  thousand  dollars  of  it  have  been  shifted 
Xrom  outside  parties  to  the  Professors  of  the  College. 
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The  literary  work  accomplished  by  the  College  during  this  short  period 
now  passed  under  review  is  probably  well  known  to  the  Church.  The- 
Institution  has  graduated  fifty-nine  students,  of  which  number  twenty- 
seven  have  studied  for  the  holy  ministry.  But  very  many  students,  be- 
fore completing  their  full  course,  left  for  other  Colleges,  so  that  these 
statistics  very  inadequately  represent  the  work  which  has  been  done. 
The  Faculty  of  the  College  has  been  competent.  The  first  President  is 
now  President  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College.  The  first  Professor  is 
now  Professor  in  the  same  College.  Another  of  its  early  Professors  has 
become  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Minnesota,  and  still  another  Profes- 
sor has  very  recently  become  assistant  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Cornell 
University.  All  this  encourages  the  Board  of  Regents  in  the  conviction 
that  the  labor  and  sacrifice  gone  through  have  not  been  for  naught,  and 
that,  if  the  school  must  now  close,  it  has  accomplished  sufiicient  to  justify 
the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  sustain  it. 

It  was  felt  by  very  many  that  the  work  of  the  College  was  too  large 
and  important  to  remain  under  charge  of  a  single  Classis ;  and  in  answer 
to  an  overture  from  Mercersburg  Classis,  simply  expressing  its  willing- 
ness  to  surrender  the  College  to  the  Sj'nod  of  the  Potomac,  that  Synw 
last  year  took  the  Institution  under  its  eare  without  a  dissenting  voice, 
and  requested  the  Board  of  Kegents  to  send  an  agent  Into  this  larger  fields 
The  Board  found  itself  unable  to  secure  a  suitable  agent ;  but  by  letters, 
and  by  solicitations  of  the  President  of  the  College,  visiting  the  Church 
in  person  as  time  would  allow  him,  it  endeavored  faithfully  to  awaken  an< 
interest  in  the  Synod  in  behalf  of  the  College,  and  to  secure  the  financial 
aid  so  much  needed.  Hardly  anything,  however,  was  accomplished.  Oh 
the  contrary  the  sad  conviction  was  forced  upon  those  making  the  effort,, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  unanimous  action  of  the  Synod,  there  was  but 
little  disposition  upon  the  part  of  the  ministers  of  the  Synod  to  sustain  or 
make  permanent  the  work  at  Mercersburg,  either  because  it  was  thought 
that  no  suoh  work  was  in  reality  needed  by  the  Church,  or,  if  needed, 
it  was  not  under  proper  iniiiuigement  to  prove  itself  successful.  Under 
this  discouragement,  togotlier  with  the  pn»?sing  demands  of  creditor* 
who  had  already  waited  long  and  patiently,  the  year  passed  on  through 
anxieties  and  gloom,  atfecting  students  and  Professors  and  Regents,  and 
still  rendering  everything  more  liopeles.-?.  Having  looked  in  vain  for 
help  in  every  direction  far  and  near,  and  receiving  n<^thing  adequate,  the- 
only  alternative  left  seemed  to  he  to  suspend  the  School  for  a  time  at  least, 
and  pay  the  debt  by  collecting  the  dues  of  the  College  and  such  donations 
as  could  be  secured,  so  that  in  cjxseof  resumption  the  Synod  might  bo  free 
and  without  burden. 

The  new  Collegiate  year  upon  which  the  College  has  now  entered,  as 
i^ight  be  expected,  started  with  still  greater  disadvantages  than  the  pre- 
ceding, the  creilitors  heconung  more  anxious,  the  indebtedness  increas- 
ing, and  the  ()p)>osition  to  the  school  showing  itself  more  bold  and  out- 
spoken.    The  tilicitous  satirical  verse  of  Horace  was  sadly  verified 

••Quanto  penlitior  quisque  est,  tanto  acrluH  urget." 

While  last  vearthe  roll  of  students  numbered  fiftv-six,  this  vear  it  started 
with  only  twenty-six,  with  but  little  likelihood  that  it  will  be  much  in- 
creased during  the  session.  The  President  had  confidently  expected  a 
much  larger  a(•ce^si()n,  but  found  to  his  great  surprise  that  quite  a  large 
number  of  the  students  already  in  attendance  had  been  written  to  and 
urged  to  go  elsewhere,  and  that  the  field  had  been  canvassed  in  the  inter- 
est of  another  Institution.  This  state  of  things  renders  it  absolutely  im- 
possible for  the  College  to  go  on  without  endowment  from   the  Synod 
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The  small  amount  of  twonty-five  thousand  dollars,  including  in  this  the 
debt,  would  be  in  all  })robabHity  amply  sufficient,  when  added  to  that  al- 
ready secured,  and  to  that  which  is  expected  from  outstanding  legacies. 

The  Faculty  of  the  Collosje  seeing  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  wish- 
ing to  give  to  the  Synod  the  utmost  freedom  of  re-organizing  the  In- 
stitution, have  tendered  their  resignations  to  the  Board,  which  resigna- 
tions have  been  accepted,  hojiing  that  by  suspendinio:  at  the  close  of  the 
present  session,  and  thus  avoiding  any  increase  of  debt,  the  way  may  be 
opened  for  an  agent  to  go  into  the  fl<«ld  and  make  one  last  and  strong  ef- 
fort to  save  the  Institution  and  make  possible  its  early  resumption  of 
work  in  some  form  if  the  Synod  shall  be  so  disposed. 

In  concluding  this  report,  your  Board  would  recommend  to  the  Synod 
the  following  action  : 

•  1.  That  the  attention  of  the  Synod  be  called  to  the  fact  that  the  terms 
of  office  of  the  following  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents  have  expired, 
viz:  Elders  A.  B.  Wingerd,  A.  R.  Si'hnebly  and  L.  Markell,  and  that 
it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Synod  to  All  these  vacancies  by  election. 

2.  That  the  Synod  'be  re(iuested  to  commit  the  within  report  to  a 
•p3cial  Committ(;e  with  instructions  to  report  some  definite  action  in  the 
case  at  as  early  an  hour  as  possible,  for  the  consideration  of  this  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

£.    E     HlOBEK. 

by  request  of  the  Board, 
REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  MERCERSBURG  COLLEGE. 

The  special  committee  to  whom  the  interests  of  Mereersburg  College 
had  been  referred  for  consideration,  presented  tlieir  report  to  Synod 
during  the  session  of  Monday  Forenoon,  which  was  received,  and  held 
under  consideration  during  the  following  three  sessions  of  Synod.  The 
request  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Mercersburg  College  for  one  hour 
of  Synod's  time,  in  which  to  present  the  claims  and  interests  of  the  col- 
lege before  Synod  was  grant(;d  and  so  occupied.  The  report  of  the 
special  committee  was  so  amended  as  to  be  almost  entirely  changed. 
QTie  report,  as  amended  and  adopted,  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Syuftd  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  Committee  on  Mercersburg  College,  would  respectfully  offer  the 
following  as  th(;ir  report. 

Fmm  the  Report  of  the  Hoard  of  Regents  we  learn,  that  the  Institution 
is  indebted  to  the  amount  of  $12,098.  The  value  of  the  a-sst^ts,  including 
leased  propeny,  is  sai<l  to  b'-  $*iO  200.00.  How  much  of  this:  may  be  avail- 
able for  the  liquidation  of  the  iiidel)tedness,  the  committee  i.s  unable  to 
determine  VVe  learn  further,  that,  in  conse<juence  of  the  embarrassed 
financial  condition  of  the  Institution,  all  the  Professors  have  tendered 
their  resignations,  and  that  tlu#<e  have  been  accepted  by  the  B«)ard  of 
Regents,-  thus  suspending  theworkof  the  colleije  at  th(f  dost;  of  the  pres- 
ent 8es8ir)n,  which  conuneiiced  with  the  small  number  of  twenty-six  stu- 
dents. The  Board  aUo  states  that  the  term  of  office  of  thr<?ft  of  the 
members  expires,  and  that  their  j)laces  will  have  to  b(,*  tilled  by  election. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  committ<.'e  would  resfiCctfuUy  recommend 
the  following  action: 
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Resolved^  That  the  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Regents  be 
filled  at  this  session  of  Synod. 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Regents  be  directed  to  employ  an  agent  to 
canvass  the  territory  of  this  Synod  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for 
the  immediate  necessities  of  said  College,  and  also  for  the  further  purpose 
of  raising  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  f<»r  the  permanent  endowment  of  the 
College,  and  to  secure  a  Faculty  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  conduct  the 
Institution  with  the  least  possible  expense. 

Resolved^  That  the  pastors  and  consistories  in  the  bounds  of  this  Synod 
be  requested  to  co-operate  with  the  agent  thus  sent  out,  and  also  witn  the 
Board  of  Regents  to  carry  out  those  instructions  and  save  the  Institution, 
and  so  secure  the  establishment  of  Mercersburg  College  for  the  education- 
al work  of  this  Synod,  if  possible. 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Regents,  if  forthcoming  relief  cannot  be 
thus  obtained,  in  the  coming  year,  be  empowered  to  dispose  of  such  prop- 
erty, as  can  be  dispensed  with  to  the  least  detriment  to  the  o|H*rations  of 
the  College,  and  so  reduce  its  work,  as  to  bring  the  expenses  within  itf 
income. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Svnod  be  directed  to  re- 
quest  the  Hoard  of  Regents  to  discontinue  the  Post-Graduate  Department 
or  Course  of  Study,  in  said  College. 

Resofpcdj  That  this  Synod  hereby  requests  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
Mercersburg  College  to  secure  such  change  in  the  Charter  of  the  College 
as  shall  put  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  Board  necessarily  iu  the 
hands  of  the  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wnt.  Rupp, 
j.  a.  hoffheins, 
Chas.  G.  Fi.sher, 
L(.uis  Markkll, 
J.  M.  Hoffman, 

Comyniitee. 

The  following  ro.'^olution  was  sub.sequontly  moved  and  adopted, 
to  wit : 

Resolvefl,  That  this  Synod  hereby  expresses  its  high  appreciation  of 
the  eminent  ability,  faithf  iihu^ss,  and  d(?votion  U)  the  work  of  Christian 
educiition  in  the  UeiornK:(l  Church  performed  by  the  llev.  Dr.  Higbee, 
and  that  it  invokes  (ind's  bK'.ssing  to  rest  upon  him  in  the  future,  and 
also  ujjon  those?  who  are  associated  with  him  in  his  labors  in  Mercers- 
burg College. 

At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  different  Boards  of  Synod, 
Andrew  R  Schnebly.  Louis  Markell.  and  E.  J.  Bone]>rake,  Esq.,  were 
elected  membc^rs  of  the  I^oard  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College  for 
the  term  of  three  years  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Grinir  was  also  chosen  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Ke^t'nts  for  one  year,  to  fill  the  unexj)ired  tenn  of 
Rev-  J.  A.  Peters,  who.se  resignation  the  Synod  had  accepted. 
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VEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  REGENTS  AND  TERMS  OP  SERVICE. 


Andrew  R.  Schnebly, 3  years, October,  18B2 

Louis  Markell, * 3 

E.  J.  Bonebrake,  Esq., 3 

Kev.  E.  E.  Higbue,  D.  D., 2 

"     J.  S.  Kieffor, 2 

*«     D.  M.  Whitmore, 2 


II 


Wm.  A.  Gring, I 

J'ohn  L.  Reifsnvdor, 1 

William  Heyser, 1 


ti 


1882 

1882 

1881 

1881 

1881 

1880 

1880 

1880 

The  Standing  Committci^  on  Overtures,  under  item  9,  reported  a 
statement  of  the  condition  and  wants  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  at 
Womelsdorf,  Pa.  The  it^i'm  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Revs.  A.  C  Geary,  I.  M.  blotter,  and  Elder  F.  M.  McKee- 
lian.  This  committee,  during  the  last  s'»ssion  of  Synod,  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  Wius  received  and  adopt<;d : 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    BETH  AN  V    ORPHAN    HOME. 

Your  committco  to  whom  was  rcforrpd  the  "Report  of  the  Board  of 
Iklanagers  of  Belhany  Orphan  Home,"  re>i  poet  fully  reports  as  follows: 

The  Board  statos  that  the  ilomo  has  now  been  in  existence  for  a  period 
^f  fifteen  years,  and  maintained  307  orjihans,  and  received  about  ;^150,- 
000.00  from  the  Church  and  otlier  sources  toward  its  support. 

Durinj^  the  past  your,  the  Board  received  from  the  (Church  and  State 
f3,008  54 — "the  snnillest  amount  received,  during  any  year  of  its  history, 
and  about  ?5800.00  less  than  its  expenditures;'"  apart  from  produce  yield- 
ed by  the  farm  belonging  to  the  Home.  Fifty-tive  orphans  were  at  the 
Home  during  th**  year.  The  general  health  of  its  inmates  has  been  good. 
There  was  but  one  death.  iSeveral  or])hans  were  confirmed  on  last  Good 
Friday  ;  and  100  since  the  ori^anizntion  of  the  congregation  ten  years 
ago  by  the  present  Superintendent,  He  v.  D.  B.  Albrii^ht. 

A  plan  to  liquidate  the  remaininiij  indebtedness  on  the  Home  farm  has 
been  adoj)ted,  and  is  recommended  by  the  Board,  namely,  that  forty  per- 
sons should  contribute  $100.00  a  piece.  Four  names  have  already  been 
secured.  In  view  of  the  foregoing  statement,  we  olfer  the  following  res- 
olutions for  adopticm,  t<»  wit  : 

Rrsolredj  That  the  sacrerl  cause  of  the  orphans  be  and  hereby  is  renew- 
edly  commended  to  the  attenti(m  and  liberality  of  the  churches  within 
our  bounds. 

Reaolre/l,  That  our  conj^reications  and  Sunday-schools  be  advised  to  de- 
vote at  least  their  Christma-*  alms  to  this  cause. 

Resolved^  That  the  plan  of  forty  jicrsons  contributing  SI 00.00  each  for 
the  purpose  of  liquidating  the  imlebtednegs  on  the  Home  farm  be  earnest- 
ly commended  to  the  churches  and  members  within  our  bounds. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  (tpiary, 

I.    M.    MOITKR, 

F.  M.  McKkehan, 

Comniiitee, 
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LEGACY    OP   PHILIP   BRECIIBILL. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  8,  reported  a 
communication  from  the  consistory  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Church- 
town,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  in  which  reference  m  made  to  the  leg- 
acy of  Philip  Brechbill,  praying  the  Synod  to  accept  the  bequest  and 
carry  into  execution  the  desire  and  will  of  the  testator. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  in  regard  to  this  matter: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  receive  of  and  from  Henry  E.  Brechbill,  executor  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Philip  Brechbill,  deceased,  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  the 
Synod,  and  in  the  name,  place,  and  stead  of  the  Synod  sign,  seal,  and 
deliver,  and  acknowledge  a  release  to  the  said  Henry  E.  Brechbill,  ex- 
ecutor as  aforesaid,  for  the  said  sum. 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  Synod  take  charge  of  said  bequest 
or  legacy,  and  apply  the  same  as  directed  by  the  testator. 


The  authorities  of  the  Maryland  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
located  at  Frederick  City,  kindly  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Synod 
to  visit  said  Institution.  The  invitatitm  was  accepted^  and,  at  4  o'cl(x;k 
on  Monday  afternoon,  the  Synod  in  a  body  made  the  visit. 


SOCIETY    FOR   THE   RELIEF   OF    MINISTERS    AND    WIDOWS    OF 

MINISTERS. 

The  Society  for  the  relief  of  disabled  ministers  and  the  widows  of 
deceased  mini.sters  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
through  its  Treasurer,  submitted  a  statement,  with  a  re(|uest  that  it  be 
entered  uj)on  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  which  was  accordingly  ordered  to 
be  done,  to  wit : 

Duriiiij  the  past  yoar  the  Society  made  appropriations  to  the  amount  of 
$765.00,  unionj^  three  disabled  ministers  and  tiftoen  widows.  The  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  at  present  is  $447.45. 

Durinj;  the  past  year,  a  member  of  our  Church  in  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia lelt  to  the  Society  a  legacy  of  $1,000,00 — an  example  worthy  of  com- 
mendation. 

The  Society  hopes,  tliat  it  will  continue  to  receive  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Synod,  and  suirt^ests  that,  as  heretofore,  it  requests  all  the  churches 
under  its  care  to  take  up,  at  leij>t,  one  collection  for  the  Society,  durin' 
the  year;  and  further,  that  it  recommend  that  efforts  be  made  in  the- 
churches  to  int^rcase  the  printnpal  of  the  Society  by  leu^acies,  or  i»tl»er 
methods  so  that  larger  appropriations  may  be  made  to  those  entitled  to 
tlie  help  of  the  S(M.'iety. 

Thkodork  Appkl,  Treasurer. 

The  interests  of  the  Society  were  commended  to  the  churches  under 
the  care  of  the  Synod. 
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An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  per  member  was  made  to  remuner- 
ate the  sexton  and  meet  incidental  expenses.  Revs.  W.  R.  H.  Deat- 
rieh,  A.  Shulenberger,  and  Elder  D.  Riser  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee to  oollect  said  assessment.  At  a  subse<|ucnt  session,  the  committee 
reported,  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  committe  to  collect  twenty-five  cents  from  each  member  of  Syn- 
od bega  leave  to  report,  that  the  duty  hus  been  attended  to,  and  the  sum 
of  $81.25  collected  and  paid  over  to  the  Pastor  loci. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich, 
A.  Shulbnbkrger, 
Daniel  Riser, 

Commiitee. 


On  Saturday  morning,  a  committee  was  appointed  on  leave  of  absence, 
consisting  of  Revs.  J.  H.  Sykes,  H.  WLssler,  and  Elder  S.  B.  Snively. 
The  committee  reported  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 
To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

Your  committee  on  leave  of  absence  would  respectfully  report,  that 
quite  a  number  of  applications  for  leave  of  absence  were  received;  and, 
after  carefully  considering  each  cose,  as  each  appeared,  they  granted 
leave  of  absence  to  the  following  persons  : 

Ministers.— J.  M.  Mickley,  H.  Tallhelm,  R.  R.  Smith,  D.  N.  Dittmar, 
H.  F.  Long,  D.  W.  Ebhert,  A.  R.  Kremor,  A  Shulenberger,  Dp.  Gless- 
ner,  A.  G.  Dole,  and  Elders  J.  Hoover,  M.  L.  £mig,  A.  Herhcrlig,  H. 
Wirt,  E.  Williard,  E  Krone.  A.  D.  Myers,  A.  H.  Beitler,  J.  F.  Crawn, 
E.  Roler,  J.  L.  R<jhrbach,  J.  M.  Hotfman,  A.  Koons,  and  J.  Welshans. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Sykes, 
Henry  Wissler, 
Saml.  B.  Snively, 
Committee. 


ARTICLE  XXn. 


MINISTERIAL  NECROLOGY. 

The  Standing  Committ-ee  on  Ministerial  Necrology  presents  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  to  wit : 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    MINISTERIAL    NECROLOOV. 

Your  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology,  in  making  their  report,  de- 
sire to  congratulate  the  Synod  upon  the  fact,  that,  durinj^  the  last  Syn- 
odical  year,  (iw  also  in  the  procedinLC  one,)  there  has  heen  but  one  death 
in  the  ranivs  of  the  ministry  of  Synod.  Surely  there  is  something  in  this 
exemption  from  loss  hy  death  to  bo  profoundly  thank  fill  for,  and  of  which 
it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  take  special  note 

The  Rev.  Nichr)las  E.  Gilds,  in  the  twontv-ninth  year  of  hi?*  ordina- 
tion,  died  suddenly  at  hi.s  homo  in  Mechnnicstown,  Md.,  on  the  evening 
of  the  5th  of  March,  as  he  was  preparing  to  go  to  his  bed  for  the  nighty 
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from  a  disease  of  the  heart,  of  the  incurable  nature  of  which  he  wa»  aware, 
but  had  made  known  only  to  a  few  of  his  friends.  Laying  aside  his  gar- 
ments, and  puttins^off  his  mortal  flesh,  as  it  were  in  one  act,  he  resta  from 
his  labors,  and,  life's  fitful  fever  over,  he  sleeps  well. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  ag^,  having 
been  born  April  17th,  A.  D.  1819.  He  became  a  candidate  for  the  min- 
istry in  Chambersburg,  durinsj  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  H.  L.  Rice,  of  saint- 
ed memory,  and  for  a  short  time  })ur8ued  his  studies  at  Marshall  Colle^, 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  but  for  the  most  part  made  his  preparation  for  the 
Holy  Ministry  in  a  private  way.  He  was  licensed  by  thoVirginiaClassis 
in  1850,  and  in  the  following  year,  was  ordained  and  installed  as  Pastor 
at  Carrollton,  Ohio,  where  he  exercised  his  ministry  for  the  space  of  three 
years.  From  thence  he  removed  to  Rcimersburg,  Clarion  County,  Pa., 
and  remained  there  as  Pastor  of  the  charge  for  three  years.  Thence  he 
was  called  to  the  pa-^torate  of  the  St.  Clairsville  Charge,  Bedford  County, 
Pa.,  and*cnntinuod  his  liilmrs  for  nine  years.  From  St.  Clairsville  he  re- 
moved to  Tancytown,  Md.,  where  he  lived  as  Pastor  of  the  Charge  for 
two  years,  going  thence  to  Mechanicstown,  in  what  is  supposed  to  Be  his 
native  County  (Frederick),  where  he  prosecuted  his  ministerial  work  for 
nine  years  more — up  to  within  two  or  three  years  of  the  time  of  his 
decease. 

Doubtless  these  twenty-six  years  of  prt^aching  and  pastoral  work  have 
been  owned  of  the  lj(»rd  and  crowned  with  His  benediction,  "Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

The  testimony  of  one  who  knew  him  well  is  this — ''He  was  a  good  min- 
ister and  neighbor,  true  to  the  golden  rule,  careful  of  the  good  name  of 
his  ministerial  brethren,  and  never  did  he  detract  from  them  any  merit 
or  reputation,  they  nuiy  have  succeeded  in  winning.  lie  was  true  to  his 
Church,  her  doctrines,  customs,  and  traditions,  and  obedient  to  her  au- 
thority." 

In  conclu.'^ion,  your  committee  de.^^ire  to  say,  that  it  is  hardly  probable, 
that  the  Synodical  your,  upon  which  we  have  n(>w  entered,  will  be  dis- 
tinccui.^hcd  by  .so  large  an  exemption  from  death  among  our  mini.«try. 
Indeed,  this  very  fact,  to  wit,  tlie  smallest  possible  death  rate  for  two 
consecutive  years,  renders  it  highly  ])rohable,  that  more  than  one  minister 
will  pass  away  from  the  ministry  of  this  Synod,  durin«:  the  current  vear. 
If  .so,  in  the  good  Providence  of  our  Lord,  may  it  be  in  the  midst  of  full 
and  successful  work,  that  each  one,  jis  he  goes  may  be  enabled  joyfully  to 
say,  "I  have  fought  a  good  tight,  1  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept 
the  faith:  henceforth  ther**  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness, 
.which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day."  * 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

(lEO.   Lkwis  Staley,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XXI II. 


RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  moved  and  unanimously  adopted: 

VOTE   OF   THANKS. 

Resolrrd,  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  and  here- 
by are  returned  to  the   Pastor,  Consistory,  and  members  of  the  First  or 
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Evangelical  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick  City  for  the  use  of  their 
church,  in  which  to  hold  the  present  sessions  of  Synod,  and  for  their  kind 
entertainment  and  liberal  hospitality  extended  to  us,  during  our  present 
iojourn  amongst  them. 

Hesolvedj  That  the  Pastor  loci  be  requested  to  rend  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution from  his  pulpit,  at  his  next  Lord's  Day  service,  and  have  it  pub- 
lished in  the  daily  paper  of  Frederick. 

Renohcd^  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  return  the 
thanks  ot  the  Synod  to  the  management  of  the  Pennsylvania,  and  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Kailroads  for  kindness  in  jjcrniitting  tlic  members  of  Syn- 
od to  pass  over  their  respective  roads,  at  reduced  rates  of  fare. 


The  Synodic^l  Roll  was  then  called,  and  the  following  members  of 
Synod  were  found  absent  without  permission :  Revrt.  J.  Ault,  A.  Wan- 
ner, W.  H.  Herbert,  E.  G.  Williams,  F  S.  Lindaman,  and  Elders  Ja- 
cob G.  March,  Jacob  Rickard,  Henry  Diotz,  and  George  W.  llench  of 
Zions  Classh ;  Elder  Peter  Zimmerman  of  Maryland  Classh;  Eld- 
er Henry  Omwake  of  Mercershnrg  Class is  ;  and  ilevs.  H.  St.  J.  Rink- 
er,  S.  L.  Whitmore,  L.  M.  Hensell,  and  Elder  John  W.  Yakey  of 
Vir^nia  Chxssis. 

The  minutes  were  then  finally  read  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  during  the  session  of  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  to  wit: 

Resolvedj  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  iji  General  Con^ 
vention. 

Resolved^  That  when  we  adjourn  finally,  it  be  to  meet  again  in  annual 
•essions  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Wood.^tock,  Shenandoah  County, Vir- 
ginia, on  Wednesday  Evening,  October  13th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7  o'clcK^k. 

The  Synod  adjourned  finally  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  October  29th, 
•t  12}  o'clock,  with  chantinj^  the  Gloria  in  Excelsis,  repeating  th^ 
Apostles'  Creed,  joining  in  the  Lord's  Prayer,  singing  the  doxology,. 
tnd  benediction  by  the  President. 

J.  W.  SANTEE,  President. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Ckrk. 

Official  copy-  from  the  original  Minutes. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerk. 
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EIOHTH    ANNUAL   MEETI>J3. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


^yi^bd  of  tl\e  r  otoir\kd 


OF  TH£ 


REFORMED  CHURCH 


IN  THE 


UNITED  STATES 


In  General  Convention. 


AT 


WOODSTOCK,  VA.,  OCTOBER,  1880. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
REFORMED  CHURCH  PUBLICATION  BOARD, 

907  Abcb  Street. 
1880. 


LEI^lsdlAT^. 


ART.  I.  Opening  op  Synod. 

ART.  II.  Members  Pre&ent. 

ART.  III.  Election  of  Officers. 

ART.  IV.  Rules  of  Order. 

ART.  V.  Appointment  of  Standing  Committeeb. 

1.  On  Religious  Services. 

2.  On  Minutes  of  Synod. 

3.  On  Overtures. 

4.  On  Minutes  of  (Xasses. 

5.  On  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordinaiipn. 

6.  On  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistic4il  Reports. 

7.  On  Education. 

8.  On  Missions. 

9.  On  Publication. 

10.  On  Finance. 

11.  On  Nominations. 

12.  On  Ministerial  Necrology. 
ART.  VI.  Communications. 

ART.  VII.  Religious  Services.  ' 

ART.  VIII.  Minutes  of  Synod. 

ART.  IX.  Overtures. 

ART.  X.  Minutes  of  Classes. 

ART.  XI.  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 

ART.  XII.  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. 

ART.  XIII.  Education. 

ART.  XIV.  Missions. 

ART.  XV.  Finance. 

ART.  XVI.  Appeals  and  References. 

ART.  XVII.  Complaints. 

ART.  XVIII.  Sunday-schools. 

ART.  XIX.  Church  Government. 

ART.  XX.  Publication. 

ART.  XXI.  Miscellaneous. 

ART.  XXII.  Ministerial  Necrology. 

ART.  XXIII.  Resumption  and  Close. 

ART.  XXIV.  Adjournment. 


BIGHTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Ohurch  in  the  United 
StaieSj  at  its  Annual  Sessions,  convened  in  General  Convention,  in 
Woodstock,  Va.,  in  Vie  month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  otir  Lord, 
One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Eighty,  The  Sessions  commenced 
on  the  evening  of  the  Thirteenth,  and  continued  until  the  Nineteenth 
day  of  the  month  inclusive,  at  12i  o^clock. 


ARTICLE  I. 


OPENING  OF  S7NOD. 

The  Synod  convened  in  General  Convention,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, October  13th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7  o'clock,  in  the  Reformed  Church 
of  Woodstock,  Shenandoah  County,  Va.,  pursuant  to  appointment 
of  last  annual  meeting,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  liturgical 
services.  The  President  of  the  previous  year,  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee, 
D.  D.,  preached  the  opening  sermon  from  1  Thess.  2 :  4 — "  But  as 
we  were  allowed  of  God  to  be  put  in  trust  with  the  Gospel,  even  so 
we  speak,  not  as  pleasing  men,  but  God,  which  trieth  our  hearts." 


ARTICLE  II. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  ZION. 

• 

Ministers  : — ^Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D.,  William  K.  Zieber,  D.  D., 
Reiuhart  R.  Smith,  Israel  S.  Weisz,  D.  D.,  Moses  Kiefier,  D.  D., 
Andrew  J.  Heller,  William  F.  CoUiflower,  John  Kretzing,  Freder- 
ick J.  Sauerber,  William  H.  Xanders,  Silas  F.  Laury,  WUliam  R. 
H.  Deatrich,  Aaron  Spangler,  and  George  E.  Addams. 

Elders : — Charles  A.  Shultz,  Dietrich  Hildebrand,  Esq^  Georf 
H.  Stambaugh,  Charles  H.  Ruff,  Dr.  Joshua  E.  Singer,  Henry 
Rohrbach,  John  P.  Butt,  and  Henry  Wirt. 

II.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  MARYLAND. 

Ministers : — ^Joseph  W.  Santee,  D.  D.,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach, 
D.  D.,  William  Goodrich,  Simon  S.  Miller,  Joel  T.  Rossiter,  Nehe- 
miah  H.  Skyles,  T.  Franklin  Hoffmeier,  Ambrose  C.  Gea^,  An- 
thony Shulenberger,  Leighton  G.  Kramer,  Silas  M.  Hench,  Charles 
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F.  Sontag,  George  L.  Staley,  D.  D.,  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  John  G. 
Noss,  Marion  L.  Firor,  Abner  R.   Kremer,  and  P.  Allison  Long. 

ElderB: — Peter  Middlekauff,  Samuel  Dutrow,  Joseph  Seibert, 
John  Shifler,  Martin  H.  Beachley,  Samuel  D.  Piper,  Josiah  B. 
Zimmerman,  Jacob  H  Lichliter,  Joseph  D.  Andes,  Dr.  M.  A. 
Berry,  Ezra  Willisjrd,  H.  Wirt  Shriver,  John  M.  Hoffman,  J.  Tay- 
lor Motter,  and  William  H.  Haugh. 

III.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  MERCER8BUBG. 

Ministsrs: — William  M.  Deatrick,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Ellis  N. 
Kremer,  David  M.  Whitmore,  David  N.  Dittmar,  John  M.  Schick, 
Isaac  M.  Motter,  David  W.  Ebbert,  William  C.  Cremer,  J.  David 
Miller,  J.  Alvin  Reber,  Henry  S.  (Jarner,  Elnathan  E.  Higbee, 
D.  D.,  John  H.  Sykes,  Isaac  N.  Peightel,  and  Milton  H.  Sangree. 

Elders: — ^Andrew  R.  Schnebly,  John  P.  Reed,  Esq.,  B.  Franklin 
Diehl,  Abraham  Whetstone,  David  Grove,  Frederick  A.  Daihl, 
Isaac  H.  Keefer,  Jacob  Reed,  Conrad  Glazer,  and  Samuel  B. 
Snively. 

IV.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Ministers : — George  H.  Martin,  D.  D.,  Henry  St.  John  Rinker, 
Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  John  A.  Hoffheins,  John  C.  Bowman, 
Barton  R.  Camahan,  Samuel  L.  Whitmore,  Henry  Tallhelra,  An- 
derson J.  Whitmore,  Joseph  S.  Loose,  and  Lawrence  M.  Hensell. 

Elders  ."—WiWmm  H.  Bargelt,  Americus  J.  Souder,  William  A. 
Cushwa,  Ephraim  Will,  Dr.  David  E.  Strain,  Dr.  Theodore  N.  Sel- 
lers, Samuel  Summey,  John  F.  Crawn,  Jacob  Lantz,  Richard  L: 
Gray,  and  John  M.  Stoner. 

V.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

VI.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

VII.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  PORTLAND- OREGON. 

ADVISORY  MEMBER. 

Elder  J.  Heyser  of  Mercersburg  Classis. 

MINISTERS  OF  OTHER    CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  ministers  was  announced  from  time 


NoTi.— A  conftiderahle  number  of  the  members  appeared  upon  tlie  floor  of  Synod 
after  the  first  session.  Hence  their  names  do  not  occur  in  the  oracr  in  which  they  would 
appear,  had  they  been  present  at  the  first  roll-call.  A  number  of  the  members  also  ob- 
tained leaTe  of  absence  during  the  sessions  of  Synod,  in«order  to  return  home. 


to  time,  during  the  sessions  of  Synod,  to  wit :  F.  A.  Richey  and  W. 
G.  Maloy  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  William  Bowman,  D.  D.  of 
tiie  Lutheran  Church. 


ARTICLE  III. 


ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  G.  H.  Martin  President^  Woodstock,  Va. 

Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber,  Vice-Prendeni,  Hanover,  Pa. 

Rev.  Wm.  M  Deatrick  is  Stated  Clerk,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Rev.  A.  J.  Heller,  Corresponding  SecretarVy  Arendtsville,  Pa. 

Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner,  IVeasurer,  Frederick,  Md. 


ARTICLE  IV. 


RULES  OF  ORDER. 


The  Rules  of  Order,  as  adopted  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of 
Synod,  were  read.  The  limits  constituting  the  Bar  of  the  House 
were  defined,  aereeably  to  these  Rules,  to  consist  of  the  first  six 
pews  from  the  chancel  railing. 

On  motion,  the  following  plan  was  reiterated  for  the  formation 
of  the  Synodic  Roll  for  the  next  meeting  of  Synod,  viz: 

1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Stated  Clerk  of  each  Classis  to  fur- 
-nish  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  time 
of  meeting  of  next  Synod,  with  a  certified  list  or  roll  of  all  the  min- 
isters and  pastoral  charges  on  the  Roll  of  Classis  at  the  time. 

2.  At  least  ten  days  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Synod,  each  pastoral  charge  shall  be  required  to  send 
the  proper  credentiqjs  of  its  delegated  elder  or  elders  to  the  Stated 
Clerx  of  Synod. 

3.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  shall,  from  these  data,  form  a  pro- 
visional roll,  which  shall  be  called  immediately  after  the  Synodical 
sermon  has  been  preached,  and  the  names  of  those  respondmg  shall 
constitute  the  opening  Synodical  Roll  for  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ation. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  bavins  reference  to  a  re- 
vbion  of  the  Rules  of  Order,  were  adopted,  to  wit : 

Whereas,  The  Rules  of  Order,  used  in  transacting  the  business  of 
Synod,  were  formed  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  for  the  most  part ; 
and, 

Whereas  some  of  these  Rules  conflict  somewhat  with  the  Con- 
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stitution  of  the  Church,  as  it  now  is ;  and  some  of  them  are  at  vari- 
ance  with  well-established  rules  in  legislative  bodies ;  therefore, 

Reeolvedy  That  a  special  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  revise 
our  Rules  of  Order,  so  that  they  may  be  better  adapted  for  the 
transacting  of  the  business  of  Synod ;  the  committee  to  report  to 
Synod  before  final  adjournment. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  members  of  Synod  this 
committee,  viz :  Revs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  S.  N.  Callender,  W.  K. 
Zieber,  and  Elders  J.  P.  Reed  and  S.  Dutrow. 

The  Committee  reported,  during  Monday  morning's  session,  the 
following  Rules  of  Order,  which  were  received,  ordered  to  be  incor- 
porated m  the  Minutes,  and  further  action  thereon  was  postponed 
until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod.  The  Rules  of  Order  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

BULKS  OF  OBDER. 

ORGANIZATION    OP  SYNOD. 

Artide  L — ^At  least  ten  days  before  the  time  appointed  for  the 
Synod  to  meet,  the  Stated  Clerk  of  each  Classis  shall  furnish  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  with  a  certified  list  or  roll  of  all  the  minis- 
ters and  pastoral  charges  on  the  Classical  Roll,  at  the  time. 

Artick  IL — At  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  convening  of  Synod, 
whenever  the  meeting  shall  be  in  general  convention,  each  pastoral 
charge  shall  be  required  to  send  the  proper  credentials  of  its  dele- 
gated elder  or  elders  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod ;  however,  should 
the  Synod  meet  as  a  delegated  body,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Stated  Clerks  of  the  respective  Cilasses  constituting  the  Synod,  to 
furnish  the  credentials  of  their  delegates  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of 
Synod,  at  the  time  specified. 

Artide  III. — The  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  shall,  from  those  data, 
form  a  provisional  roll,  which  shall  be  called  immediately  afler  the 
Synodical  or  opening  sermon  has  been  preached,  and  the  names  of 
those  responding  shall  constitute  the  opening  Synodical  Roll,  for  the 
purpose  of  organization. 

Artide  IV- — The  OflScers  of  the  Synod  shall  consist  of  a  Presi- 
dent, a  Vice-President,  a  Stated  Clerk,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Corres- 
ponding Secretary ;  all  of  whom  shall  be  annually  elected,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Stated  Clerk,  whose  term  of  ofiice  and  specific  du- 
ties are  defined  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Church. 

DUTIES  OP  THE  OPPICEBS. 

Artick  F. — ^The  President  of  the  previous  year  shall  preach  the 
opening  sermon,  and  in  his  absence  this  duty  shall  devolve  upon  the 
Vice-President. 

Artide  VL — >The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the 


hour  to  which  the  Synod  etanoU  adjourned  ;  he  shall  immediately 
call  the  members  to  order,  and  shall  open  or  cause  the  session  to  l>e 
opened  with  a  hymn  and  prayer.  He  shall  then  ascertain  whether 
or  not  a  quorum  be  present. 

Article  VIL — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  at  all  times, 
to  preserve  order  and  guard  against  the  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion or  the  established  Rules  of  Order  ;  to  carefully  keep  notes  of 
such  items  of  business  as  have  been  deferred  or  assigned  to  particu- 
lar days  or  times,  and  to  call  them  up  at  the  time  appointed  ;  to 
appoint  all  committees,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  the  Synod 
shall  decide  otherwise ;  and  to  conduct  all  business  before  Synod  to 
a  speedy  and  proper  conclusion. 

Article  VIIL — The  President  may  speak  with  regard  to  points 
of  order  in  preference  to  other  members,  rising  from"  his  seat  for 
that  purpose,  and  shall  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Synod,  which  may  be  taken  by  any  member,  with  a 
second.  In  this  case,  the  member  appealing  may  briefly  state  the 
grounds  of  his  appeal,  and  the  President  majr  briefly  reply.  The 
Chair  shall  then  put  the  question  in  the  following  form  :  Shall  the 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained  ?  And  unless 
the  appeal  shall  be  sustained  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  voting 
it  shall  be  considered  lost,  and  the  President's  decision  shall  stand' 

• 

Article  IX.— The  duties  of  the  Vice-President,  in  addition  to  that 
already  specified,  shall  be  such  as  generally  belong  to  that  office  in 
deliberative  bodies. 

Article  X, — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Stated  Clerk,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  opening  of  the  Synod,  to  form  a  complete  roll  of 
the  members  present,  and  place  the  same  in  the  hands  of  the  Pre- 
sident ;  to  keep  a  faithful  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  ; 
to  read  all  papers  handed  him  by  the  President  lor  that  purpose ; 
and  to  file,  all  papers  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been  read, 
with  proper  endorsements. 

Article  XL — ^The  Treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  the  funds  of  the 
Synod,  and  shall  apply  them  according  to  its  direction.  The  elec- 
tion of  Treasurer  shall  not  take  place  ordinarily  until  after  his  an- 
nual report  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  Synod. 

Article  XII. — The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  all  the 
correspondence  of  the  Synod,  and,  immediately  aft;er  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  committee,  he  shall  furnish  the  chairman  thereof  with 
a  list  of  the  names  of  the  committee,  as  well  as  with  its  specific 
duties. 

RULES  OF  ORDER  PROPER. 

Article  XIII. — If  a  quorum  be  not  assembled  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed, any  two  members  shall  be  competent  to  adjourn  from 
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time  to  time,  that  an  opportunity,  may  be  given  for  a  quorum  to 
assemble. 

Article  XIV' — ^After  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  the  Synod 
shall  proceed  to  business.  The  business  shall  be  taken  up  in  such 
order  as  shall  confonu  most  nearly  to  that  laid  down  in  the  Lem- 
mala  adopted  by  the  Synod.  The  business  referred  to  Standing 
Committees  shall  have  the  precedence,  excepting  subjects  that  may 
have  been  assifoied  to  some  particular  hour. 

Article  XV* — ^The  Synod,  immediately  after  it  has  completed  its 
organization,  shall  define  the  limits  which  shall  constitute  the  Bar 
of  the  House,  and  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  take  part  in  the 
discussion,  or  to  vote  on  any  question,  who  is  not  at  the  time  within 
these  limits. 

Article  XVL — After  the  first  day,  the  Journal  or  minutes  of  the 
preceding  day  shall  be  read  each  morning,  corrected  if  necessary, 
and  approved.  After  the  Journal  has  been  read,  and  corrected  if 
necessary,  the  President  shall  say :  ''  Shall  the  Journal  be  ap- 
proved? '  If  no  objections  be  made,  he  will  declare  the  minutes 
approved. 

Article  XVIL — Business  left  unfinished  at  a  preceding  meeting, 
shall  ordinarily  be  first  taken  up  at  the  succeeding  one. 

Article  XVIIL — When  the  presiding  officer  takes  the  chair,  the 
members  shall  at  once  come  to  order,  and,  during  the  transaction  of 
business,  they  shall  not  engage  in  conversation ;  nor  shall  one  mem- 
ber address  himself  to  another,  or  to  any  person  present,  in  debate, 
except  by  permission  from  the  President. 

Article  XIX. — Every  member,  when  speaking,  shall  address  him- 
self to  the  President,  and  shall  treat  his  fellow-members,  and  espe- 
cially the  President,  with  decorum  and  respect,  confining  himself 
to  the  subject  in  debate,  and  carefully  avoiding  all  personalities. 

Article  XX. — It  is  indispensable  that  members  of  Synod  maiotain 
great  gravity  and  dignity ;  that  they  attend  closely  in  their  speeches 
to  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  avoid  all  prolix  and  desul- 
tory harangues ;  and,  when  they  deviate  from  the  subject,  it  is  the 
privilege  of  any  member,  and  the  duty  of  the  President,  to  call 
them  to  order. 

Article  XXL — Members,  when  presenting  a  paper  or  communi- 
cation, shall  first  state  its  import  No  member  shall  be  interrupted 
when  speaking,  except  by  his  own  permission,  unless  he  be  out  of 
order,  or  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  mistakes  or  misrepresenta- 
tion, or  by  a  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Article  XXII — If  more  than  one  member  rise  to  speak  at  the 
same  time,  the  member  who  is  most  distant  from  the  President's 
chair  shall  speak  first. 

Article  XXIII. — When  more  than  three  members  of  the  Synod 
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shall  be  standing  at  the  same  time,  the  Presideni  shall  require  all 
to  take  their  seats,  except  the  person  who  may  be  speaking. 

Article  XXIV, — If  any  member  act,  in  any  respect,  in  a  disor- 
derly manner,  it  shall  be  the  privilege  of  any  member,  and  the  duty 
ofthe  President,  to  call  him  to  order. 

Article  XXV. — A  motion  made  must  be  seconded,  and  afterwards 
repeated  or  read  aloud  by  the  President, before  it  is  debatable;  and 
every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the  President  or  any 
member  require  it. 

Article  XXVL — Any  member  who  shall  have  made  a  motion, 
shall  have  liberty  to  withdraw  it,  with  the  consent  of  his  second, 
before  any  debate  has  taken  place  thereon,  but  not  afterwards,  with- 
out leave  of  the  Synod. 

Article  XXVIL — A  question  regularly  before  the  Synod,  or  under 
debate,  can  only  be  interrupted  by  a  motion  to  amend,  to  commit 
or  refer,  to  postpone,  to  take  the  previous  question,  or  to  adjourn. 

Article  XXVIIL — A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order, 
excepting  when,  on  the  call  for  the  previous  question,  the  main 

3uestion  shall  have  been  ordered,  and  shall  be  decided  without 
ebate. 

Article  XXIX, — On  questions  of  order,  commitment  or  reference, 
no  member  shall  speak  more  than  once.  On  all  other  debatable 
questions  each  member  may  speak  twice,  but  not  oft^ner,  without 
lea:ve  of  the  Synod. 

Article  XXX, — If  a  motion,  under  debate,  contains  several  parts, 
any  member  may  call  for  a  division,  and  may  have  the  question 
taken  on  each  part  separately. 

Article  XXXI — Members  ought  not,  without  weighty  reasons,  to 
decline  voting,  as  this  practice  might  leave  the  decision  of  very 
interesting  and  important  questions  to  a  small  portion  of  the  Synoa. 
Silent  members,  unless  excused  from  voting,  must  be  considered  as 
acquiescing  in  the  vote  of  the  majority. 

Article  XXXII — When  the  President  has  begun  to  take  the  vote 
no  further  debate  shall  be  admitted,  unless  it  appear  that  a  mistake 
has  occurred  ;  in  which  case  the  mistake  shall  be  corrected,  and  the 
President  shall  recommence  taking  the  vote. 

Article  XXXIIL — When  a  vote  is  taken  by  ballot,  the  President 
shall  vote  with  the  other  members ;  but  he  shall  not  vote  in  any 
other  case,  unless  the  Synod  shall  be  eoually  divided  ;  when,  if  he 
do  not  choose  to  vote,  tne  question  shall  be  lost. 

Article  XXXIV, — No  amendment  shall  be  entertained  by  the 
President  which  destroys  the  general  sense  of  the  original  section, 
clause  or  paragraph  of  a  report  or  motion. 

Article  XXXV, — ^The  previous  question  on  any  motion  shall  oot 
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be  called  until  after  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  been  afforded  to 
discuss  it.  The  call  to  be  entertained  must  be  made  by  at  least  ten 
members  rising  in  their  places  for  the  purpose.  The  previous  ques- 
tion shall  be  in  thb  form :  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ? 
And  until  it  is  decided,  all  further  amendment  or  debate  on  the 
nuiin  question  shall  be  precluded.  The  effect  of  a  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  when  sustained,  shall  be  to  bring  the  Synod  to  a 
direct  vote  on  the  amendments,  if  any  are  pending,  in  their  proper 
order,  and  then  on  the  main  question  itself. 

Article  XXXVL — ^A  question  shall  not  be  again  called  up  or  re- 
considered at  the  same  annual  session  of  the  Synod,  in  which  it  has 
been  decided,  unless  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  made  and  seconded 
by  members  who  voted  with  the  majority. 

Article  XXXVIL — The  person,  first  named  on  any  committee, 
shall  be  considered  as  the  chairman  thereof,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  convene  the  committee  ;  and,  in  case  of  his  absence  or  inability 
to  act,  the  second  named  member  shall  take  his  place  and  perform 
his  duties. 

Article  XXXVIIL — ^When  different  motions  are  made  with  re- 
spect to  the  filling  of  blanks  with  particular  numbers  or  times,  the 
question  shall  always  be  taken  first,  on  the  highest  number,  and  on 
the  longest  time. 

Article  XXXIX, — No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  a  pro- 
test against  any  decision  of  Synod.  If  a  member  feel  himself  aff- 
griev^  by  any  such  decision,  the  FecM  and  Nays  in  the  case  shsJl 
be  recorded,  if  he  require  it. 

Article  XL. — The  Committee  on  Nominations  shall  always  report 
a  double  set  of  names  as  nominees  for  the  vacancies  occurriug  in 
the  several  Boards  of  Synod,  etc.  Their  report  shall  be  open  to 
amendment  or  change. 

Article  XLI. — The  Synod  may  sit  in  private,  on  business  which, 
in  its  judgment,  ought  not  to  be  matter  of  public  discussion. 
The  Synod  may  also,  by  a  majority  vote,  hold  what  are  commonly 
termed  interlocutory  meetings,  or  Committees  of  the  whole  Synod, 
in  which  members  may  freely  converse  together,  without  the  usual 
formalities  of  Synodical  proceedings. 

Article  XLII. — If  a  member  withdraw  from  Synod  without  leave 
from  the  President,  or  return  home  without  the  consent  of  Synod, 
he  shall  incur  the  censure  of  Synod. 

Article  XLIIL — At  the  final  adjournment  of  Synod,  after  appro- 
priate religious  services,  the  President  shall  pronounce  the  Apostolic 
Benediction. 


The  following  hours  were  fixed  for  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
current  sessions  of  Synod,  viz : 
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The  forenoon  session  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  Hi  o'clock.  The 
afternoon  session  to  begin  at  2  and  end  at  6  o'clock.  An  evening 
session  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  beginning  at  7  o'clock. 


ARTICLE  V. 


STANDING   COMMITTEBS. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  by  the  Pror 
sident,  to  wit : 

Religums  Services :  Revs.  H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  N.  H.  Skyles,  8.  8. 
Miller,  B.  R.  Carnahan,  and  Elders  W.  H.  Bargelt,  E.  Will,  and 
T.  N.  Sellers. 

Minutes  of  Synod :  Revs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  J,  T.  Rossiter,  J.  A« 
Reber,  S.  M.  Hench,  and  Elders  A.  J.  Souder,  W.  A.  Cushwa, 
and  B.  F.  Diehl. 

Overtures :  Revs.  W.  F.  Colliflower,  J.  M.  Schick,  D.  N.  Ditt^ 
mar,  L.  6.  Kremer,  and  Elders  D.  Hildebrand,  J.  Shifler,  and  D. 
Grove. 

Minutes  of  Classes :  Revs.  W.  C  Cremer,  A.  J.  Heller,  D.  M. 
Whitmore,  D.  W.  Ebbert,  and  Elders  G.  H.  Stambaugh,  J.  E. 
Singer,  and  P.  Middlekauff. 

Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination :  Revs.  M.  Kieffer,  I. 
G.  Brown,  T.  F.  Hofimeier,  J.  C.  Bowman,  and  Elders  A.  R 
Schnebly,  J.  P.  Reed,  and  D.  E.  Strain. 

State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports :  Revs.  J.  W.  SanteCi 
J.  Kretzing,  A.  C.  Geary,  R.  R.  Smith,  and  Elders  C.  H.  Ruff,  H. 
8.  Rohrbach,  and  M.  H.  Beachley. 

Education :  Revs.  J.  A.  Hoffheins,  F.  J.  Sauerber,  A.  Shulen- 
berger,  W.  H.  Xanders,  and  Elders  J.  H.  Lichliter,  J.  B.  Zimmer- 
man, and  C.  Glazer. 

Missimis :  Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  W.  E.  Zieber,  8.  F.  Lauty, 
C.  F.  Sontag,  and  Elders  C.  A.  Shultz,  8.  Dutrow,  and  8.  D.  Piper* 

Publication :  Revs.  S.  N.  Callender,  E.  N.  Eremer,  J.  D.  Mil- 
ler, I.  M.  Motter,  and  Elders  A.  Whetstone,  F.  A.  Daihl,  and  J. 
Reed. 

Finance :  Revs.  J.  O.  Miller,  J.  T.  Rossiter,  J.  M.  Schick,  8.  I* 
Whitmore,  and  Elders  I.  H.  Keefer,  J.  P.  Reed,  and  W.  H.  Bar- 
gelt. 

N(minations :  Revs.  W.  Goodrich,  A.  J.  Heller,  D.  W.  Ebbert, 
B.  R.  Camahan,  and  Elders  J.  Seibert,  W.  A.  Cushwa,  and  B.  F. 
DieU. 
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Minisimal  Necrology :  Revs.  I.  S.  Webz,  L  G.  Brows,  J.  C. 
Bowman,  L.  G.  Kremer,  and  Elders  T.  N.  Sellers,  D.  E.  Strain, 
and  J.  D.  Andes. 


ARTICLE  VI. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Maryland,  Mercersbu^,  Virgi- 
nia, Korth  Carolina,  Portland-Oregon,  Zion,  and  San  Francisco 
were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the 
Statistical  Tables,  which  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Conmiittee 
on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  presented 
and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance^ 
for  the  purpose  of  being  audited. 

8.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  laid  be- 
fore Synod  and  read,  and  was  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

4.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  were  received  and  read,  and 
then  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

6.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board 
of  Missions  were  received  and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Missions. 

6.  Four  other  communications  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 


RELIGIOUS    SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  re- 
ligious services,  viz : 

1.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  appro- 
priate religious  services. 

2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  Services  reported,  which 
was  received,  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Dear  Brethren  : — Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services 
would  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  services  to  be  observed  by 
this  Synod  during  its  sessions,  in  the  order  and  at  the  time  named : 
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Thursday  Evening,  7  o^clock. — Sermon  by  the  Rev.  F.  J.  Sauerber, 
and  altar  service  by  the  Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach  and  E.  N.  Kremer. 

Friday  Evening,  7  o'clock. — Sunday-school  Anniversary  Service* 
presided  over  by  the  President  of  the  Sunday-school  Board,  and  al- 
tar services  by  Revs.  D.  N.  Dittmar  and  D.  W.  Ebbert  Topic  to 
be  discu&sed :  ''  The  Sunday-school  Teacher  and  Sunday-school  Lite- 
rature;" to  be  opened  by  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  followed  by  Rev. 
I.  S.  Weisz,  with  short  addresses  by  members  of  Synod. 

Saturdqty  Afternoon,  2  o'clock. — Preparatory  services :  sermon  or 
address  by  the  Rev.  M.  Kiefier,  and  altar  services  by  the  Revs.  J. 
A.  Hoffheins  and  G.  L  Staley. 

Saturday  Evening,  7  o'clock, — Missionary  meeting,  presided  over 
by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  with  addresses  by  Revs. 
W.  K.  Zieber,  M.  L.  Firor,  and  W.  C.  Cremer. 

Sunday  Morning,  11  o'clock. — Communion  services:  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  altar  services  by  the  Revs.  I.  6. 
Brown  and  W.  K.  Zieber. 

Sunday  Afternoon,  2:30  o  clock  — Sunday-School  services  conduc- 
ted by  the  Superintendent  of  the  School,  with  addresses  by  the 
Revs.  W.  Goodrich,  G.  E.  Addams,  and  E.  N.  Kremer. 

Sunday  Evening,  7  o'clock. — Sermon  by  the  Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee, 
and  altar  services  by  Revs.  J.  G.  Noss  and  A.  J.  Heller. 

SERVICES  IN  OTHER  CHURCHBB. 

Harriwille  Reformed  Church. — Sunday^  Morning,  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman.  Afternoon,  sermon  by  Rev.  D.  M.  Whit- 
more. 

Presbyterian  Church. — Friday  Evening,  7  o*clodlg^  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  L.  G.  Kremer.  Sunday  Morning,  11  o'clock,  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  J.  T.  Rossiter.  Sunday  Evening,  7  o'clock,  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  C.  F.  Sontag. 

Methodist  Church — Sunday  Morning,  11  o'clock,  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer,  and  at  7  P.  M.,  sermon  by  the  Rev.  I.  8. 
Weisz. 

Lutheran  Church — Sunday  Morning,  11  o'clock,  sermon  by  the 
Rev.  IN.  Peightel,  and  at  7  P.  M.,  sermon  by  the  Rev.  W.  H. 
Xanders. 

Church  of  the  Disciples. — Sunday  Morning,  w&rmQii  by  the  Rev. 
A.  R.  Kremer,  and  evening,  sermon  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Sykes. 

African  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  sermon  by  the  Rev.  T.  P. 
Hoffmeier,  and  in  the  evening,  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  Kretzing. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  St.  J.  RiNKER,  Chairman, 
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ARTICLE  VIIL 


MINUTES   OF   S7NOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  publicly  by 
the  Synod  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  Printed  "  Acts  and  Proceed- 
ings of  the  last  Annual  Sessions  of  the  Synod  were  referred  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report  the  items 
o£  unfinished  business,  claiming  the  attention  of  this  meeting  of  the 
Synod.  During  the  session  of  Thursday  Forenoon,  this  Committee 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received,  considered 
item  by  item,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit.: 

REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  ON  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Printed  Minutes  of 
Synod  of  last  year,  after  a  careful  perusal  of  them,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port the  following  items  of  unfinished  business  as  requiring  the  con- 
sideration of  the  present  sessions  of  the  Synod,  viz. : 

Item  1,  page  7.  A  Standing  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology 
is  appointed,  whose  duty  it  is  to  report  at  this  meeting  of  Synod ; 
of  which  Committee  Rev.  I.  O.  Brown  is  Chairman. 

Item  2,  page  16.  The  action  taken  by  the  Classes  of  Zion  and 
North  Carolina  with  Veference  to  Synod's  apportionments  for  the 
Washington  Mission  Chapel  upon  said  Classes,  as  reported  to  the 
Synod  of  Frederick,  was  disapproved  of,  and  the  apportionments 
were  reiterated.  « 

Item  3,  page  25.  It  will  be  necessary  to  fill  by  election  the  va- 
cancies that  will  occur,  at  the  close  of  the  present  sessions  of  Synod, 
in  the  Board  of  Education,  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service 
of  Revs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  J.  S.  Kieffer,  and  J.  W.  Santee,  as  mem- 
bers of  said  Board. 

Item  4,  page.  39.  Thirty-nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  are  ap- 
portioned among  the  several  Classes  of  the  Synod  for  Home  Mis- 
sions. 

Item  5,  page  39.  The  churches  in  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  are 
urgently  requested  to  lift  a  collection  for  the  relief  of  our  missiona- 
ries, during  either  the  ensuing  Advent  or  Epiphany  season. 

Item  6,  page  39.  The  Classes  are  requested  at  their  next  annual 
meetings,  to  give  special  attention  to  the  claims  of  the  missionary 
cause,  urge  the  importance  of  systematic  benevolence,  the  further 
increase  of    missionary  societies  in  congregations  and  Sunday- 
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schools,  also  missionary  festivals,  and  the  adoption  of  such  mea- 
sures as  will  tend  to  assure  more  promptly  the  payments  of  the 
Classical  apportionments,  so  that  the  wants  of  our  suffering  mission- 
aries may  be  more  punctually  met,  and  our  missionary  operations 
be  more  widely  extended. 

Item  7,  page  40.  The  Synod  again  presents  to  the  Tri-8ynodic 
Board  of  Missions  the  special  claims  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia, 
and  earnestly  overtures  the  Board  to  extend  its  missionary  work  in 
that  direction. 

Item  S,pag$  41.  It  becomes  necessary  to  elect  two  members  of 
the  Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  in  order  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  said 
Board,  caused  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  ofBce  of  Revs.  E. 
B.  Eschbach  and  E.  N.  Kremer,  which  occurred  on  the  first  instant. 

Item  9^page  43.  It  becomes  proper  to  order  the  payment  by 
Synod's  Treasurer  of  the  assessment  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  dol- 
lars made  upon  this  Synod  by  the  General  Synod  of  Lancaster,  for 
contingent  purposes. 

Item  10,  page  43.  An  increased  deficit  is  reported  by  Synod's 
Board  of  Trustees,  in  the  fund  needed  to  cancel  the  loan,  made  in 
1875,  by  the  direction  of  Synod,  for  the  relief  of  the  Reformed 
Church  Publication  Board. 

Hem  11,  page  43.  It  will  be  necessary  to  elect  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod,  to  fill  the  place  of  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller, 
whose  term  of  service  will  expire  January  1,  A.  D.,  ISSl,  accord- 
ing to  the  Charter. 

Item  12.  page  45.  It  becomes  necessary  to  elect  a  member  of 
the  Sunday-School  Board,  to  fill  the  place  of  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber 
whose  term  of  office  ends  at  this  meeting  of  Synod. 

Item  l^,page  45.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  instructed  to  have  two 
thousand  copies  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  last  annual  ses- 
sions of  Synod  published,  and  to  distribute  them  among  those  enti- 
tled to  receive  Minutes  of  Synod. 

Item  14,  page  49.  The  Synod  calls  upon  the  Classes  and  minis- 
ters, and  membership  within  her  bounds,  to  put  forth  a  decided 
and  most  vigorous  effort  to  increase  the  circulation  of  our  church 
periodicals  and  the  volume  of  the  business  of  the  Reformed  Church 
publication  Board. 

Item  15,  page  50.  The  Committee,  appointed  to  prepare  and 
publish,  jointly  with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Churcn  in  the  United  States,  an  edition  of  "  Hymns  for  the 
Reformed  Church  "  tvith  mueic,  was  continued :  of  which  Committee 
Bev.  E.  E.  Higbee  is  Chairman. 

Hm  16,  page  52.    Revs.  S.  N.  Callender,  O.  W.«Welker,  and 
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Elden  H.  Wirt  and  L.  H.  Steiner  are  chosen  dele^tes  to  the 
Peace  Convention,  held  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  last  November. 

Bern  17,  page  56.  The  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  Col- 
lege are  directed  to  put  an  agent  in  the  field  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  funds  for  the  immediate  necessities  of  said  Institution,  and 
also  for  the  further  purpose  of  raising  twenty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  permanent  endowment  of  the  College,  and  to  secure  a  faculty 
such  as  may  be  necessary  to  conduct  the  Institution  with  the  least 
possible  expense. 

Mem  IS,  page  56.  The  Board  of  Education  are  directed  to  re- 
quest the  IBoard  of  Regents  to  discontinue  the  Post-Graduate  De- 
partment or  Course  of  study,  in  the  College. 

Bern  19,  page  56.  The  Board  of  Regents  are  requested  to  secure 
such  change  in  the  Charter  of  Mercersburg  College  as  shall  put  the 
election  of  the  members  of  the  Board  necessarily  in  the  hands  of 
the  Synod. 

Bern  20,  page  57.  The  term  of  office  of  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Gring, 
John  L.  Reifsnyder,  and  Wm.  Heyser  expires  during  the  present 
month. 

Bern  21,  vage  58.  Are  two  resolutions,  the  first  empowering  and 
directing  tne  Treasurer  of  Synod  to  receive  a  certain  legacy  be- 
queathed to  the  Synod,  and  make  the  necessary  release  in  the 
premises;  and  the  second  ordering  the  Trustees  of  Synod  to  take 
charge  of  said  bequest  or  legacy,  and  apply  the  same  as  directed 
by  the  testatx>r,  Philip  Brechbill. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 
Joel  T.  Rossiter, 
J.  Alvin  Reber, 
Silas  M.  Hench, 
Wm.  a.  Cushwa, 

B.   P.   DiEHL, 
A.  J.   SOUDER, 

Oommiltee. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  XXIL,  Ministerial 
Necrology ;  items  2,  5,  6,  and  14  were  referred  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes ;  items  3,  8, 11,  12,  and  20  were 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Nominations  to  make  the 
necessary  nominations ;  items  4  and  7  were  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Missions;  on  items,  9,  10,  and  21,  see  Article 
XV.,  Finance ;  on  items  13  and  15,  see  Article  XX.,  Publication  ; 
on  item  16,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous;  and  on  items  17, 18, 
19,  see  Article  XIII.,  Education. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 


OVERTURSS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  presented  their  report, 
iivhich  was  received,  acted  on  item  by  item,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and 
is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Overtares  respectfully  report,  that  four  communicationR 
have  been  placed  in  their  hands,  viz : 

No.  1.  A  communication  from  the  Rev.  C.  Gort,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  Iowa  Classis,  in  which  the  Board  suggests  to  this  Synod,  (a).  To 
take  charge  of  one  or  more  missionary  points  in  the  lamr  cities  within  their 
bounds ;  to  select  men  to  take  charge  of  them,  and  the  Classis  will  cheerfully 
co-operate  in  his  or  their  support,  (b).  The  Board  requests  this  Synod  to 
redeem  the  pledge,  in  full,  of  $500.00,  made  four  years  ago  at  York,  Pa.,  the 
grater  part  of  which  m  still  unpaid,  (c).  The  same  Board  reauests  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  in  its  favor,  for  the  present  year,  be  made  by  Synod. 

No.  2.  A  letter  from  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Long,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Iowa  Classis,  on  the  same  subject,  viz. :  Reminding  this  Synod  of  the  pledges 
made  some  years  ago,  and  requests  Synod  to  take  some  action  in  reference  to 
fulfilling  them,  3s  soon  as  possible. 

No.  3.  A  communication  from  Rev.  B.  Bausman,  D.  D.,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  Bethanv  Orphan  Home  at  Womelsdorf,  contsining  a 
statement  of  the  condition  and  wants  of  said  institution^  tc^ther  with  me 
request  to  assist  them  to  find  good  homes  for  the  children  in  Christian  fami- 
lies, and  to  send  gLfts  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  the  orphans  in  the 
Home. 

No.  4.  A  communication  from  the  Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  Secretary  of 
the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions. — (a).  Calling  the  attention  of  this  Sybod 
to  the  fact  of  an  irregularity  of  the  Maryland  Classis  in  the  payment  of 
missionaries  without  orders  from  said  BMrd  of  Missions,  (b).  Urging  upon 
the  Synod  and  Classes  the  prompt  payment  of  the  apportionments  made  for 
the  Washington  Mission  Chapel. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  F.  COLLIFLOWER, 

J.  M.  Schick, 

D.  N.  DiTTMAR, 

L.  6.  Kremer, 
Dietrich  Hildebrand, 
John  Shitler, 
David  Grove, 

Committee' 

Items  1  and  2  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions for  consideration ;  and  for  the  action  of  Synod  on  items  3 
and  4,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous. 
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ARTICLE  X. 


MINUTES   OF   CLASSES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  presented  ibeir 
report,  during  the  session  of  Saturday  morning,  whien  was  received, 
disposed  of  item  by  item,  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as 
follows : 

Yoar  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classefl  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  as 
their  report : 

I.     IBREOULARITIBS. 

1.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Portland- Oregon  Classis  failed  to  furnish  the 
report  on  the  State  of  Beligion  separate  from  the  body  of  the  Minutes,  as  re- 
quired. 

2.  The  Minutes  of  the  same  Classis  fail  to  state,  that  the  usual  constitutional 
questions,  in  oonnection  with  the  reading  of  parochial  reports,  were  propounded 
to  the  delegate  elders. 


3.    The  Stated  Clerk  of  the  same  Claisis  failed  to  certify,  under  seal  and 

^nature 

inutes. 


signature,  that  the  Minutes  sent  to  Synod  are.  true  copies  of  the  original 
Mi 


4.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Sin  Francisco  Classis  failed  to  certify,  under 
seal  and  signature,  that  the  minuta^  sent  to  Synod  are  true  copies  of  the 
original  Minutes. 

5.  The  San  Francisco  Clawtis  met  and  transacted  business  without  a 
qUQrum. 

U.      REqUBSTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

6.  The  following  action  was  taken  by  the  Mercersburg  Clas^sis  in  reference 
to  the  Peace  movement  of  the  General  Synod,  namely :  *'  Whereas,  Most 
happy  results  have  already  been  reached  by  the  Peace  movement  inausrurated 
by  tie  Greneral  SynoJ,  at  its  triennial  sessions,  held  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  May. 
1878  iu  the  peace  and  good- will,  which  have  come  to  prevail  in  all  our  pasto- 
ral charges,  and  in  the  increaAcd  denominational  prosperity  and  growth, 
manifest^  throughout  the  entire  Church ;  and,  Whereas,  The  General 
Svnod,  at  its  next  meeting,  to  be  held  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  May,  1881,  contem- 
plates, in  furtherance  of  said  movement,  action  concerning  the  cultus  and 
government  of  the  Church  :  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Cla<«is  respectfully  overtures  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac 
to  recommend  to  all  its  congregations  the  observance  of  the  18th  day  of  May, 
1881,  upon  which  the  General  Synod  is  to  convene,  as  a  time  of  fasting  and 
prayer  for  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  deliberations  of  that  body.'' 

7.  San  Francisco  Classis  requests  to  be  excused  for  the  irr^ularity  of 
tcanpasting  business  without  a  quorum. 
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8.  The  Bame  GlaAsis  petitiona»  Synod  to  be  relieyed  one  more  year  from 
Synodical  aasessments. 

ni.     APPEALS  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

None. 

IV.     SUBJECTS  BEFEBRED  TO  THE  CLASSES. 

9.  All  the  Classefl  have  taken  favorable  action  on  the  gubject  of  Home 
Missions  and  Beneficiary  Education. 

10.  Virginia  Claasis  accedes  to  Synod's  refusal  to  relieve  the  Clasais  from 
its  apportionment  in  behalf  of  Washington  Mission  Chapel. 

11.  All  the  Classes  took  favorable  action  in  reference  to  the  current  ex- 
penses of  Synod,  but  in  the  Minutes  of  North  Carolina  Classis  we  find  the 
f  jUowing  action :  Besdved,  That  Classic  pay  $40.00  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac  as  assessed,  bat  Uiat  it  takes  exception  to,  and  protests 
against  the  payment  of  that  part,  which  goes  to  pay  the  loan  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Publication  Board.  This  Cla<«is  holds,  that  to  include  such  loan  in  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Synod  is  wrone.  and  not  in  accordance  with  faith  and 
truth,  and  that  hereafter  this  Classis  wiTl  pay  no  such  improper  assessment*' 

12.  All  the  Classes  apportioned  by  Synod  in  behalf  of  the  Washington 
Mission  Chapel  have  acceoed  to  the  Synod's  action,  with  the  exception  uf 
24ion's  Classis. 

13.  All  the  Classes  took  favorable  action  in  reference  to  the  Church  Peri- 
odicals and  the  interests  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board. 

14.  The  Classes  of  Zion,  Mercersburg,  and  Virginia  took  favorable  action 
in  reference  to  lifting  a  collection  in  behalf  of  the  Professors  of  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

V.     LICENSED,  OBDAINED,    BBCEIYED,  AND  DISMISSED. 

i5.  Zion's  Clasris  received  Rev.  David  U.  WolfiT  from  the  Lebanon  Cjassis, 
Rev.  Henrjr  Hilbish  from  the  Eastern  Ohio  Claisis;  and  dismissed  the 
licentiate  Silas  M.  Hench  to  the  Maryland  Classis,  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Herbert  to 
the  Mercersburg  Classis,  and  the  licentiate  Samuel  T.  Wagner  to  the  Somerset 
Classis. 

16.  Maryland  Classis  received  the  licentiate  Silas  M.  Hench  from  Zion's 
Classis  of  tnis  Synod,  and  the  licentiate  Charles  F.  Sontag  from  the  East 
Susquehanna  Classis,  and  ordained  them  to  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ministry ; 
and  dismissed  Rev.  6.  B.  Russell,  D.  D.,  to  the  Mercersbura;  ^Classis, 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Coon  to  the  Lebanon  Classis,  and  Rev.  Orange  E.  Lake  to 
the  Tuscarawas  Classis. 

17.  Mercersburg  Classis  received  the  licentiate  Simon  Wolf  from  the  West 
Susquehanna  Classis,  and  ordained  him  and  the  licentiate  Daniel  H.  Leader 
to  the  office  of  the  Holy  Ministry,  received  Rev.  John  M.  Titzel  from  the 
Westmoreland  Classis.  and  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Herbert  from  Zion't  Classis  of  this 
Synod  ;  and  dismissed  the  licentiate  W.  Wilberforoe  Deatrick  to  the  Somerset 
Classis.  ^ 

18.  Virginia  Classis  dismissed  the  Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Classis. 
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19.  San  Francisco  licemied  E.  De  Geller,  and  ordained  Mm  to  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Ministry,  and  dismissed  the  Bey.  J.  H.  Kraeger  to  the  Cincin- 
nati Classis. 


VI.     PLACE    AND    TIME    OF    THE    NEXT     ANNUAL    MEETIN08    OF    THE 

CLASSES. 

20.  Zion'a  Glasais  will  meet  in  New  Bloomfield,  Perry  coanty.  Pa.,  on 
Thursday,  June  9th,  A.  D.,  1881,  at  7 :  30,  P.  M.,  Bey.  A.  Spangler,  PrendeiU  ; 
and  Bey.  W.  B.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  CUrk. 

'  21.  Maryland  Clafisis  will  meet  in  St.  PanVs  Beformed  Church,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  on  Thursday,  May  5th,  A.  D.,  1881,  at  7 :  30  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Bey.  J.  T. 
^Bossiter,  President ;  and  Bey.  S.  S.  Miller,  SUOed  Clerk, 

• 

22.  MercersbuTg  Classis  will  meet  in  Martinsburg,  Blair  County,  Pa^  on 
Wednesday,  April  27th,  A.  D.,  1881,  at  7 :  30  o'clock.  P.  M.  Bey.  E.  N.  Kremcr, 
PreMent;  and  Bey.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  SUtUd  Clerk, 

23.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Luke's  Beformed  Church,  of  the 
Mill  Creek  charge,  Shenandoah  county,  Va.,  on  Wednesday,  May  4th,  A.  D., 
1881,  at  7  :  30  o'clock,  P.  M.  Bey.  H.  St.  John  Binker,  Prendent;  and 
Bey.  B.  B.  Camahan,  Stated  Clerk. 

24.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Salem  Beformed  Church, 
Lincoln  county,  N.  C,  on  Thursday,  June  23d,  A.  D.,  1881,  at  11  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  Bey.  J.  Ingold,  Prendent ;  and  Key.  G.  Wm.  Welker,  looted  Clerk. 

25.  San  Frandsco  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Beformed  Church  of  Napa, 
Napa  county,  California,  on  Friday,  June  10th,  A.  D.,  1881,  at  8  o'clock,  P. 
M.  Bey.  J.  Fuendeling,  President;  and  Bey.  C  F.  Waldecker,  Stated 
Clerk, 

26.  Portland -Oregon  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Eyangelical  Befonned 
Church  of  the  Waldo-Hill  Congregation  at  Silyerton,  Oreson,  on  Thursday, 
July  14th,  A.  D.,  1881,  at  7  :  30  o'clock,  P.  M.  Bey.  J.  Gantenhein,  Pren- 
dent ;  and  Bey.  J.  Lange,  Stated  Clerk, 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

W.  C  Cremer, 

A.  J.  Heller, 

B.  M.  Whitmore, 
D.  W.  Ebbert, 
J.  £.  Singer, 

P.  MlDDLEKAUFF. 

Committee, 

Items  1,  2,  3,  4,  6, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20,  21, 23,  24,  25, 
26,  were  severally  adopted.  For  the  action  of  Synod  on  itema  6 
and  12,  see  Article  XXL,  Miscellaneous;  on  items  7, 11,  and  19, 
see  Article  XIK.,  Church  Government ;  and  the  reqliest  in  item  8 
was  granted. 
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AETICLE  XI. 


EXAMINATION,  LICBNSXmB  AND  ORDINATION. 

•  _  _  

The  Standing  Committee  on  ExaminatioD,  Licensure  and  Ordi- 
nation reporte(^  during  the  session  of  Monday  Forenoon,  which  was 
received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  there  have  been  no  applications  referred  to  the 
Committee.  Respectfully  submittea. 

M.  KiEFFER,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  Xn, 


STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORTS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical 
Reports  offered  the  following  report,  during  the  session  of  Saturday 
Forenoon,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

BEFOBT  OF  COMMITTEB  OH  THE  STATE  OF  BELIGIOK. 

It  is  a  matter  of  derout  gratitude  to  Gh)d,  that,  as  members  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Potomac^  we  have  been  permitted  to  meet  imder  such  favorable  circum- 
Btanoes,  to  review  the  work  of  the  past  Sjnodical  year.  The  health  and 
strength  of  both  ministry  and  laity  have  been  marked,  and  call  for  thankful- 
ness, and  it  is  becoming  to  give  expression  in  the  words  of  the  PbaJ^ist: 
*'  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul ;  and  all  that  is  within  me.  blen  His  holy  name/ 
This  Synod  is  in  its  infancy,  but  in  its  brief  history  it  nas  done  work  for  the 
Master  of  no  mean  order.  There  is  within  its  territory  a  vast  missionary 
field.  Uie  cultivating  of  which,  seems  to  be  made  its  special  work,  which  calls 
for  laborers  and  means  to  gather  the  ripening  harvest,  and  it  is  idle  to  say,* 
that  the  ministry  in  our  Church  is  over  supplied,  when  the  truth  is,  that 
scores  might  be  settled  alone,  over  this  one  vast  field. 

The  reports  of  the  difierent  Glasses  placed  into  our  hands,  give  an  inter  * 
esting  acjpount  of  the  internal  life  as  well  as  outward  ffrowtn  of  the  work 
of  the  Lord  within  their  bounds.  They  speak,  first  of  all,  of  the  goodness  of 
Gk>d  towards  the  ministry  in  sparing  their  lives  and  permitting  them  to  labor 
in  their  respective  fields.  With  grateful  hearts  we  note  this  fact,  not  only  to 
the  ministe^t  but  also  to  the  people  under  their  care.  They  also 
make  special  mention  of  earnest  pastoral  work  done  during  this 
year.  According  to  the  requirement  of  the  Oonstitution,  they  say,  that  the 
Qospel  was  faithfully  preached  as  the  standards  of  the  Church  require,  that 
the  sacraments  were  regularly  administered — that  pastoral  visitation  was 
attended  to  as  circumstances  permitted.  Many  of  the  pastoral  charges  are 
large,  with  a  membership  scattered  over  a  large  territory,  that  it  is  scarcely 
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poRsible  to  satisfy  the  demands  which  these  charges  make,  and  it  required 
much  self-denial  and  constant  labor  to  do  the  work  that  was  done  during  the 
year. 

The  reports  likewise  make  mention  of  the  fact,  that  peace,  harmony,  and 
good-will  are  prevailing  within  the  entire  bounds  of  this  Synod.  It  appearp, 
that  the  entire  Church  is  pervaded  with  the  spirit  of  the  movement  for  peace, 
and  that  the  Church,  in  general,  eagerly  seized  upon  the  offer  made  by  the  last 
General  Synod,  and  quickly  accepted  it,  only  shows  how  eager  was  her  long- 
ing for  repose  and  rest.  The  Church  is  beginning  to  realize  *'how  good  and 
how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity."  This  spirit  is 
abounding  throughout  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  according  to  the  reports  that 
pastors  and  people  are  actuated  by  it,  and  under  its  influence  labor  and  wor- 
ship. This  18  cause  for  thankfulness.  One  report  says :  **  All  signs  seem  to 
indicate  that,  with  the  remaining  portion  of  our  beloved  Church,  we  as  a 
Classis,  have  entered  upon  such  a  period  of  internal  tranquility  and  peace  as 
may  be  expected,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  to  prove  favorable  in  the  highest 
degree  to  a  quiet  and  regular  development  and  growth  in  grace.''  In  connec- 
tion with  this,  the  reports  speak  of  the  encouraging  attendance  on  the  services 
of  the  sanctuary  on  the  Lord's  day.  It  is  true,  there  are  no  reports  of  any 
extraordinary  or  wonderful  awakenings,  seeing  that  the  Lord  is  not  so  mnch 
in  the  storm  and  wind,  as  in  the  quiet,  silent  working  of  His  grace,  by  means 
of  the  agencies  He  employs  in  His  Church.  He  sends  down  quietly  and 
gently  the  heavenly  dews,  in  the  preached  Word,  the  administration  of  the 
sacraments,  and  through  them  the  inner,  spiritual  life  is  nourished,  grows  and 
expands.  Because  of  this,  there  has  been  a  steady  advance  in  grace  and 
in  holiness,  and  an  earnest  living  for  God.  In  close  connection  with  the 
matter  of  worship,  that  of  alms-giving  as  a  part  of  it  has  received  new  life, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  this  fact  Ax>m  the  reports,  that  there  has  been  a 
marked  increase  in  the  benevolence  of  the  membership  of  the  Church.  This 
is  one  of  the  lessons  to  be  learned,  that  ''thy  prayers  and  thine  alms  are  come 
up  for  a  memorial  before  God.''  There  is  a  manifest  advance,  over  former 
years,  and  it  should  be  steadily  kept  before  the  mind  of  the  Church,  that,  with 
every  year,  her  wants  enlarge  and  call  for  greater  liberality.  I  n  order  to 
keep  pace  with  these  wants,  as  one  report  says,  "  It  becomes  us,  as  pastors,  not 
only  to  hope  for,  but  also  to  labor  for  tne  much  needed  reform,  so  that  we  may 
hasten  the  day  when  those  who  worship  the  Lord  shall,  with  cheerful  heart, 
give  unto  the  Lord  according  as  He  nas  prospered  them."  Because  of  the 
failure  of  the  Church,  at  times  to  meet  these  wants,  another  report  says :  **  The 
plans  which  we  form  for  the  extension  of  our  Redeemer's  kingdom,  though  by 
no  means  extravagant,  though  not  at  all  times  commensurate  with  our  ability, 
are  found  repeatedly  to  fail  for  want  of  that  unanimous  and  generous  support 
which  they  deserve  and  ought  to  receive.'  This  oft  repeated  and  mortifying 
failure  of  our  plans  we  attribute,  not  surely  to  lack  of  piety  and  devotion  on 
the  part  of  our  people,  but  rather,  in  good  measure,  to  a  lack  of  that  unanim- 
ity of  action  without  which  no  organized  body  can  succeed  in  accomplishing 
its  objects,  to  a  want  of  good  management  in  the  development  of  the  really 
fine  capabilities  of  the  people  under  our  care."  This  is  a  point  claiming  the 
earnest  attention  of  this  reverend  body. 

The  increase  in  membership  by  means  of  our  time-honored  system  of 
catechization  and  confirmation,  has  been  considerable.  Much  of  this  increase 
has  been  drawn  from  the  Sunday-school,  another  department  of  church  work 
greatly  blessed  of  God.  This  interest  is  becoming  better  organized  with  every 
year,  and  finding  its  proper  place,  is  made  to  stand  in  right  relation  to  the 
congregation,  under  whose  oversight  it  is,  and  is  proving  itself  an  efficient 
agency  in  teaching  the  ^oung  the  blessed  truths  of  the  Master,  and  from 
whose  ranks  the  catechetical  class  is  to  be  filled.  This  interest  needs  to  be 
encouraged  and  fostered  by  the  Synod. 
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From  the  reports  of  the  ^California  and  Portland  Oregon 'Cla«pef»,  your 
committee  learn,  toat  the  work  of  planting  the  Reformed  faith  on  the  Pacific 
coaAt,  is  steadily  moving  forward.  The  brethren  located  along  the  coast  labor 
amidst  much  self-denial  and  patience.  It  appears  that  they  encounter  the 
pume  difficulties  in  their  work,  which  opposed  the  apostle  in  preaching  the 
Gospel  in  his  day.  From  the  reports  we  learn,  that  there  are  lights  and 
shadows  marking  their  labors,  but  the  Lord  is  with  these  heroic  ana  faithful 
serrantfl,  blessing  their  humble  labors.  Separated  as  these  brethren  are,  they 
are  one  with  us  m  the  Lord,  and  share  in  our  prayers,  and  their  success  and 
prosperity,  as  well  as  their  trials  pnd  sorrows  are  ours ;  for  ''  whether  one 
member  suffer,  all  the  members  suffer  with  it ;  or  one  member  be  honored,  all 
the  members  rejoice  with  it." 

From  this  review,  there  is  much  ground  for  encouragement  and  hope  '* 
and  while  thub  hopeful,  the  reports  are  not  wanting  in  expressions  of  sorrow, 
because  of  a  spirit  of  worldliness  and  indifference,  as  they  say,  many  being 
sick,  while  others  are  asleep,  and  that  in  face  of  the  incessant  warfare  which 
the  enemy  of  souls  ever  wages.  This  should  excite  and  stir  up  within  every 
faithful  servant,  greater  zeal,  diligence,  earnestness  and  faithfulness  in' the 
Master^s  service,  and  then  patiently  labor  while  the  day  lasts,  and  with  vi^or 
and  determination  to  renew  the  work  marked  out  for  the  incoming  Synodical 
vear.  There  is  much  work  to  be  done  for  the  Master  by  this  young  Synod. 
Indeed  a  large  part  of  the 'territory  of  this  Synod  is  missionary  ground.  So 
our  brethren  in  the  far  off  CI  amis  of  North  Carolina  say.  There  is  room 
among  them  for  many  self-denying,  heroic  servants  of  Christ.  The  gap  which 
lies  between  the  outposts  of  the  Virginia  Classis  and  that  of  North  Carolina 
should  be  filled  out, — there  should  be  one  continued  artery  from  the  North 
to  the  most  remote  bounds  of  the  South,  that  the  pulsations  of  the  great 
heart  of  the  Church  might  be  felt  over  her  whole  bodv— that  every  section 
might  feel  the  warm  throbbing  of  the  same,  and  that  the  entire  membership 
might  thus  stand  in  one  life,  and  be  actuated  by  one  hope.  May  the  Lord 
hasten  the  day  I 

In  this  connection,  your  committee  would  bring  to  the  notice  of  this 
body,  the  fact,  that,  during  the  past  year,  two  of  our  number  have  been 
relieved  from  their  work  in  the  Cliurch  militant  and  translated  to  the  Church 
triumphant.  Yea,  rather  should  we  not  say,  with  the  gladness  of  rejoicing, 
that  father  Jacob  Sechler,  and  brothei  John  Ault,  have  been  awarded  the 
crown.  Their  names  are  not  erased  from  the  Synodical  roll  as  lost  to  this 
Synod  and  the  Church,  but  are  carried  alongas  no  longer  active,  but  relieved 
from  duty  by  the  Master  of  the  Vineyard.  The^  rest  from  their  labors  and 
relieved,  look  on  from  their  elevated  homes,  while  we  labor  and  toil  on,  and 
await  our  coming.  Their  work  is  done,  but  the  Master  has  work  still  for  us 
to  do,  and  by  their  removal  from  these  active  scenes,  He  reminds  us  of  the 
time  hastening  on,  when  we  likewise  shall  be  relieved,  and  bids  us  to  be 
foithful  in  Hb  service  that  we  in  the  end  may  also  receive  the  crown. 

"  Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that 
we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto  Him  be 
glory  in  the  Church  by  Christ  Jesus  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end. 
Amen."  Bespectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  Santee,  Chairman. 

[For  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix.] 
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ARTICLE  Xin. 


EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  presented  their  annual  report  to  Synod, 
during  the  session  of  Thursday  Forenoon,  which  was  received,  and 
then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education.  The 
report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

!•    Beport  of  the  Boabd  of  Education. 

lb  the  Beoerend  Synod  of  the  Polomac 

The  Board  of  Edacation  hegs  leave  to  present  to  the  Synod  their  annual 
report,  as  follows : 

The  Board,  at  its  meeting  in  Frederick,  held  at  the  close  of  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  Synod,  was  organized  by  the  re-election  of  the  ofiBcen  of 
the  previous  year,  viz :  Bev.  S.  N.  Gallender,  I^regident:  Bev.  I.  6.  Brown, 
SeereUjury  ;  ana  Bev.  Wnu  M.  Deatrick,  IVecuurer.  The  Executive  Committee 
of  the  former  year  was  re-appointed,  which  consists  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  resident  in  Meroersbur^  together  with  Bev.  W.  C.  Cremer. 

The  Board  had  under  their  care  and  supervision,  during  the  whole  of  the 
past  Sjnodical  year,  seven  younja;  men  as  beneficiary  students.  Four  of  these 
pursued  their  theological  studies  in  the  Theological  seminary  at  Luicaster, 
Fa.  They  are  all  reported  as  studying  well,  and  conducting  themselves,  in 
every  way,  becoming  young  men  preparing  for  the  holy  ministry.  Two  of 
them  have  only  one  year  more  to  spend  in  the  Seminary,  in  order  to  complete 
their  full  theological  course  of  study.  The  other  three  beneficiaries  are 
members  of  the  Senior,  Junior,  and  ^phomore  classes,  respectively,  of  our 
institutions  at  Mercersburg  and  Lancaster.  We  are  pleased  to  oe  able  to 
report,  that  these  young  brethren  likewise  are  making  commendable  progress 
in  their  studies,  and  their  moral  deportment  is  also  spokenof  as  praiseworthy. 

At  present  the  Board  has  still  the  same  benenciary  students  to  suppfy 
with  funds.  There  has  been  no  increase  or  diminution  of  those  under  the 
care  and  supervision  of  the  Board,  during  the  last  Synodical  year.  To  meet 
the  appropriations  made  to  these  young  men  by  their  respective  Clafwes  will 
require  upwards  of  one  thousand  dollars.  Such  provision  nas  been  promised 
in  oehalf  of  three  of  them  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  and  for  a  like  number 
of  them  by  the  Maryland  Classis,  and  for  one  of  them  by  the  Virginia  Classis. 

It  is  to  be  greatly  regretted  that  the  Zion's  Classis,  which  is  represented 
in  the  Board  by  one  of  its  pastors,  has  not  seen  fit  to  carry  forward  its  benefi- 
ciary operations  in  connection  with  Synod's  Board  of  Education.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  unhappy  fact,  injustice  is  done  the  Synod,  inasmuch  as  the 
Board  can  only  properly  report  the  number  of  beneficiary  students  under  its 
care  and  supervision,  and  the  funds  contributed  to  meet  their  special  appro- 
priations- The  aggregates  of  both  would  be  considerably  larger,  did  Uie 
Classis,  just  referred  to,  co-operate  in  the  work,  as  carried  forward  by  ^e 
Synod.  The  Constitution  of  the  Church  recj^uires  each  Synod  to  give  every 
necessary  attention  to  the  education  of  indigent,  pious  young  men  for  the 
ministry,  and  explicitly  affirms,  that  such  operations  are  to  be  conducted  by  a 
Board  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose^  and  that  such  Board  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  Synod,  and  shall  annually  submit  to  it  a  faithful  report 
of  its  transactlbns,  and  of  the  state  of  the  interest  committed  to  its  care. 
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Therefore,  anj  Glassis,  canring  on  its  benefidarj  operations  apart  from  and 
independent  of  the  Synod  a  Board  of  Education,  does  certainly  anume  and 
oocnpy  an  abnormal  relation  to  the  Synod,  in  no  fiftr  as  it  refuses  or  neglects 
to  co-operate  with  Synod  in  performing  its  constitutional  duties. 

The  Board  would  report  to  the  Synod,  that,  agreeably  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Synod  of  Frederick,  the  authorities  of  Meroersbnrg  College 
discontinued  the  Poet-Graduate  department,  or  theological  course  of  studies, 
in  said  institution  within  a  few  days  aftef  the  adjournment  of  last  Synod. 
The  students  who  had  been  receiying  special  theological  instruction  at 
Mercersbuig  College,  repaired  to  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa., 
and  have  b^n  since  then  prosecuting  their  studies  in  that  Institution. 

Agreeably  to  a  special  resolution  of  the  Board,  adopted  at  its  meeting  in 
Frederick,  the  Treasurer  paid  to  Mercersburg  College  $135  00,  during  the 
past  Synodical  year,  on  its  claim  against  one  of  the  pastors  of  the  Virginia  Clamis 
who  was  sent  to  saia  Institution  years  aeo,  by  one  of  the  Western  Classes,  with  the 
promise  of  beneficiary  aid,  which  the  Classis  unfortunately  failed  to  render.  The 
brother  referred  to  prosecuted  his  studies  amid  freai  financial  pressure  and  the 
generous  indulgence  of  the  College,  without  receiving  the  usual  assistance  given 
to  indigentfbut  worthy  students  preparing  themselves  for  the  ministry.  As  he  has 
proven  himself  to  be  an  energetic  and  laborious  pastor,  receiving  but  a  small  sal- 
aiy,  and  also,  inasmuch  as  the  College  was  known  to  be  in  pecuniary  straits,  the 
Board  deemed  it  proper,  in  view  of  the  facts  just  mentioned,  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  the  amount  specified.  No  one,  we  think,  can  reasonably  object  to 
the  coarse  taken  by  the  Board. 

It  afibrds  the  Board  special  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  Synod, 
that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  has  punctually  paid  the  appropriations  seve- 
rally promised  to  the  beneficiary  students,  in  quarterly  installments,  as  his 
vouchers  testify.  These  payments  have  usually  been  made  at  or  near  the 
beginning  of  the  scholastic  quarter,  or  about  every  ten  weeks^— beginning  with 
the  College  year.  This  enables  the  beneficiaries  to  prosecute  their  studies 
with  less  anxiety  and  worriment,  than  the  old  regime  of  paving  in  driblets,  or 
not  until  the  end  of  the  term,  did.  The  Board  cannot  help  but  regard  the 
paying  in  quarterly  installments,  and  at  or  near  the  commencement  of  the 
scholastic  quarter,  as  the  proper  system  to  be  pursued  in  carrying  on  this  very 
important  arm  of  churcti  work,  and  fondly  hopes  that  the  Mends  of  this 
noble  cause  will  continue  to  come  up  generously  and  punctually  with  their 
contributions,  as  in  the  past  two  years.  With  thankful  nearts  we  acknowledge 
the  grace  and  goodness  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  who  has  been 
pleased  to  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  His  people  to  sustain  this  good  work,  and 
make  it  possible  for  our  Treasurer  to  carry  out  the  plans  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  also  thankfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  legacy  of  $200, 
last  December,  bequeathed  to  the  cause  by  Jacob  Stoudenour,  of  Friend's 
Cove,  B^ford  County,  Pa.,  who  departed  this  life  in  February,  A.  D.  1863. 
The  bequest  was  not  payable  until  after  the  death  of  the  testator's  widow. 
This  accounts  for  the  payment  so  long  afterwards.  The  principal  was 
ordered  to  be  funded,  the  interest  thereof  alone  to  be  applied  to  the  charitable 
uses  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  under  its  direction.  By  order  of  the 
Board,  the  amount  of  the  legacy  was  loaned  by  the  Treasurer  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Synod,  for  the  term  of  one  year.  The  interest  for  one  year  will 
soon  be  due,  and  it  is,  accordingly,  recommended  to  the  Synod  to  instruct  its 
Treasurer  to  pay  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars,  being  one  year's  interest  on  the 
amount,  when  due  in  next  December,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, so  that  the  conditions  of  the  bequest  may  be  fulfilled. 

In  this  connection,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place,  to  state  that  our  Treasurer 
is  in  communication  with  the  executors  of  two  other  estates,  within  the 
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bounds  of  Mercerebur^  Classia,  whoiie  testators  have  left  bequests  to  the  camie 
of  Benedciary  Education.  He  cherishes  the  fond  hope,  that  a  part  at  least, 
if  not  the  whole  amount,  of  these  legacies  will  come  into  his  possession,  during 
the  coming  year.  At  least  such  promises  have  been  given  to  him  by  the 
executors,  who  are  personal  friends. 

Since  the  Lord  has  given  grace  to  some  of  His  servants  to  remember  the 
cause  in  making  their  last  wills  and  testaments,  may  not  the  expectation  be 
cherished,  that  many  others  will  imitate  their  laudable  example,  and  go  and 
do  likewise? 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  gratefully  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the 
following  sums  for  Beneficiary  Education,  during  the  last  Synodical  year. 
The  aggregate  amount  contributed  by  each  pastonu  charge  is  given,  omitting 
the  items  and  dates  of  payment,  to  wit : 

STKOFSIB  OF  TBEASUBEB'S    BBPORT. 

Mercenbwrg  Chassis. 

Bedford  Charge $50.00 

St.  Clairsville        " 50.00 

Waterstreet  " 45.00 

Greencastle  ** 35.00 

Mont  Alto  " 31.00 

Chambersbuig       " .• 30.00 

Mercersburg  *' 30.00 

College  Church     " 30.00 

Yellow  Creek       «' 25.00 

Woodcock  Valley  " i « 20.00 

Shippensburg        '* 20.00 

St.  Thomas  " 20.00 

Schellsburg  ** 18.41 

Altoona  " 15.00 

Waynesboro  " 15.00 

Sulphur  Spring     *' 10.00 

Friend's  Cove        " 10.00 

Grindstonehill      " 6.20 

Orbisonia  " 6.00 

Hickory  Bottom    " 6.00 

Huntingdon  " 5.50 

Middleburg  *' 5  03 

St.  John's  Church  of  Chamberaburg, 5.00 

McConnellsburg  Charge 3.00 

Loudon  *• 2.00 

Greenfield  •* 35 

Amount $493.49 

Maryland  CUusia, 

Ev.  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick $106  34 

Westminster  Charge 45.00 

Hagerstown  Charge 42.50 

First  Reformed  Church  of  Baltimore 35.00 

Cavetown  Chaive 30,00 

Third  Reformed  Church  of  Baltimore 2500 

Jefferson             Charge 23.53 

Manchester              '* 20.00 

Middletown             " 18.50 

Clear  Spring            ** 18.00 
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Mount  Moriah  Charge...'. 15.00 

Boonsboro               '* 15.00 

Mechanicstown       "...« 6.00 

Mount  Pleaaant       " 5.00 

St.  Stephen's  Church  of  Knoxville 1.00 

Amount $405.86 

Virginia  Chusis, 

Interest  on  Rinker  legacy,  per  late  Treasurer $150.00 

Thank-offering  per  Mr.  B.  Schmife 20.00 

•  _ 

Amount ....$170.00 

Bequest. 
Estate  of  Jacob  Stoudenour,  Friend's  Cove,  Pa $200.00 

BECAPirUULTIOK. 

Swnmaay  of  BeeeipU, 

October  15, 1879.    Balance  in  Treasuiy 1352.50 

Beceiyed  from  Mercersburg  Clas^is 493.49 

**     Maryland  "    ..; 405.86 

"       •  "     Virginia  " 170.00 

L^acj  of  Jacob»6toudenour 200.00 

Total  Receipts $1621.85 

Summary  of  Payments. 

Paid  beneficiary  students  of  Maryland  Classis $450*00 

*•            "               "            Mercersburg  " 406.25 

"            "               "            Virginia        «     150.00 

Loaned  to  Synod's  Board  of  TruRtees,  being  amount  of  Stoudenonr 

Legacy 200.00 

Paid  Mercersburg  College  for  Rev.  B.  R.  C 135.00 

Travelling  expenses  of  Treasurer 2.75 

Postage,  revenue  stamps,  etc 1.75 

October  11, 1880.    Balance  in  Treasury 276.10 

Total  Payments, $1621.85 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


We  herebjr  certify,  that  we  have  carefully  audited  the  account  of  Rev. 
Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  £ducation  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  by  youchei^  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct. 

The  foregoing  Synopsis  and  Recapitulation  are  a  true  and  faithful  state- 
ment of  the  same.    There  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  this  date,  of  $276,10. 

J.  Hassler, 
I.  U.  Brown, 

Auditing  Qmmittee. 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  October  11, 1880. 
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II.    REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  VISITORS  OF  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary,  as  fumbhed  by  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Board, 
viz: 

lb  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Stales,  to  the  Synod  </  PUH- 
hUtrg,  and  to  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac 

Bevebend  Bbethben  :— The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary respectfolly  present  the  following  as  their  annuid  report : 

That  the  Seminary  was  opened  on  the  first  Thursday  of  September,  1879, 
and  continued  in  session  throughout  the  year,  except  the  two  weeks  daring* 
the  Christmas  recess. 

That  the  following  members  were  admitted  at  the  be^nning  of  the  year,  six 
in  number :  Andrew  T.  G.  Apple,  E.  Banson  Deatnck,  Wilson  D.  Donat, 
James  B.  Lewis,  Jacob  J.  Bothrock,  and  Christian  W.  Summey.  Two  of 
these  are  graduates  of  Mercersburg  College,  three  of  Franklin  and  Marriiall 
College,  and  one  was  admitted  to  the  priyfl^^  of  a  partial  course. 

That  the  following  persons,  seven  in  nomter,  having  finished  the  coarse  of 
study  prescribed  by  the  Board,  and  having  sustained  their  final  examination 
creditably,  were  dismissed  and  recommended  for  licensure :  Thomas  M.  Bal- 
liet,  Alfred  F.  Dreisbach.  Jacob  S.  HartzeLWilliam  J.  Kerschner,  Charles  F. 
Sontag,  Oliver  H.  Strunk,  and  Franklin  Wetsel.  With  one  exception,  they 
have  all  entered  upon  the  active  duties  of  the  Hoi v  Ministry. 

That,  at  the  request  of  the  Faculty,  the  study  of  the  Chaldee  language  was 
made  binding  on  all  the  students  of  the  Seminary  who  pursue  ji  re^^ular  coarse; 
as  without  a  knowledge  of  that  language  they  are  not  in  a  condition  to  read-  a 
portion  of  the  Old  Testament  in  the  oriffinal. 

That  the  Board  for  several  years  past  nave  been  considering  the  necessi^  of 
a  more  extended  use  of  the  German  lan^age  in  the  instructions  of  the  Semi- 
nary ;  and  that,  at  the  last  annual  meetms  of  the  Board,  the  Faculty  were  in- 
structed to  draw  up  some  plan  by  which  this  object  may  be  secured,  and  to  re- 
port next  year.  We  unuerstand  that  this  has  already  been  attended  to ;  and 
that  two  of  the  professors  hold  weekly  recitations  from  German  text- books, 
and  that  one  of  them  conducts  his  recitations  in  that  language. 

That  during  the  progress  of  the  year  nothing  has  occurred  that  needs  to  be 
noticed  in  this  general  report.  The  conduct  of  the  students  has  been  good, 
and  the  Faculty  reports,  that  what  was  said  of  their  general  character  in  the 
previous  year,  mignt  again  be  repeated.  The  examinations  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  wliich  were  somewhat  diversified  this  year,  were  regarded  as  satisfiictory ; 
showing  that  the  professors  and  students  have  been  diligent  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

And  that  the  Seminary  is  prosperous,  and,  through  legacies  and  gifts,  is  in- 
creasing its  means  of  usefulness.  It  will  still  need  the  prayers  and  pecuniary 
help  of  the  Church,  in  order  that  it  may  become  more  and  more  a  perennial 
source  of  blessings  to  the  Church  and  to  the  Kingdom  of  Gk>d  at  large. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  \  Theodore  Afpel,  Secretary, 

Oct.  9,  1880.  / 

III.    KEP0RT8  OP  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES   OP  THE  THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY  AND  TREASURER. 

The  following  reports  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  to  wit : 
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BEI<)BT  OFBOABD.OFTRUSTSXSOFTHBOLOOICAL  8EMINAJELY,  OCTOB^, 

1880. 

2b  the  Potomac  Synod  of  the  Brformed  Church : 

Bbethben: — The  Board  of  TrusteeB  of  the  Theological  Seminarj  beg  leave 
to  present  their  annual  report : 

The  Board  met  twice  during  the  year,  and  transacted  the  usual  routine  busi- 
neo.  We  have  no  suggestions  to  make  requiring  the  action  of  Synod.  The 
Treasurer's  report  wiliexhibit  the  financial  status  of  the  institution,  which  we 
are  glad  to  say  is  somewhat  improved  since  our  last  report,  owing  to  the  receipt 
*  of  a  donation  of  $5000  for  the  endowment  fund  from  an  anonymous  source. 
The  Board  is  ready  to  receive  more  anonvmous  letters  of  the  same  kind.  This 
donation  came  to  us  ready  invested,  and  bearing  interest  from  January  1, 1880. 

It  is  our  sad  duty  to  announce  to  your  reverend  body  the  death  of  £lder 
Vniliam  A.  Wilt,  of  YorlL  Pa.,  for  a  long  time  a  member  of  our  Board. 
At  its  last  meeting  the  Board  adopted  the  following  paper  in  reference  to  this 
loss  to  the  Church : 

*'  Since  our  last  meeting  one  of  our  members  has  been  called  from  his  labors 
in  this  life  to  enter  into  that  rest  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God. 
Brother  Wm.  A.  Wilt  died  at  his  home  in  York,  Pa.,  on  Sunday  morning, 
September  5th,  1880..  His  life  and  labors  in  the  Church  bear  witness  to  his 
earnestness  and  zeal  as  a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  we  are  glad  to  add  our 
testimony  to  his  flEdthfulness  as  a  member  of  this  board.  He  has  joined  the 
company  of  the  redeemed  of  all  ages,  and  we  give  thanks  for  the  good  example 
he  has  left  behind  him  to  encourage  those  of  us  who  follow  after  in  the  way  of 
lift.  He  manifested  his  interest  in  the  institution  we  represent  by  a  liberal 
bequest  to  its  endowment  fund,  thus  verifying  his  faith  by  his  works.'' 

We  earnestly  prajr  that  these  two  examples  of  liberali^ — the  one  coming  in 
the  spirit  of  not  letting  the  right  hand  know  what  the  left  hand  doeth,  and  the 
other  like  the  partinff  blessing  of  a  dying  saint,  may  stir  up  many  others  in 
the  Church  to  go  and  do  likewise. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  W.  GBoas,  Pra^i. 
Jno.  B.  Roth,  TVeaa. 
Edward  J.  Zahm,  Bee.  See. 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  October  7, 1880. 

John  B.  Roth,  Dreasurer  in  account  with  the  TheologioaL  Semnary  of  the  Be- 

formed  Church  in  the  U»  S. 

DR. 

Oct  11, 1880,  For  amounts  received  as  interestson  Endowment,  Build- 
ing and  Pittsburgh  Trot  Funds $4,382.41 

CR. 

Oct.  20, 1879,  By  Balance  due  Treasurer 996.69 

OcL  11, 1880,  By  Sundry  payments  made  to  date  per  vouchers 6,041.91 

Amount  Dr.  down • ....«•    4^88241. 

Oct  11, 1880,  Amount  due  Treasurer l»66&fl|^ 
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Library  Fvnd. 

DR. 

Amount  of  Fund  is » 1^2,069.96 

Oct.  11, 1880,  For  Balance  due  by  Treasurer  and  sundry  interests  re- 
ceived to  date. 208.83 

CR. 

Oct.  11, 1880,  By  sundry  bills  paid  to  date 63.80 

.  "      "*      "     Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 145.03 

SmaltM  Fund, 

Amount  of  Fund  is $5,000.00 

Oct  11, 1880,  For  Balance  by  Treasurer  and  interest  received.. 355.00 

CR. 
Oct.  11, 1880,  By  sundry  orders  paid  to  date '. 171.61 

"     '<      <'     Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer...^ :.    183.39 

PUtaburgh  Prof.  Fund, 

DR 

Oct  11, 1880,  Amount  of  Fund  is 1,718,30 

No  increase,  and  interest  on  this  fund  credited  to  con- 
tingent fund  account  of  Theological  Seminary. 

Building  Fund, 

DR. 

Oct  20, 1879,  Amount  of  Fund  is $12,296.05 

May  7,  1880,  Amount  received  on  account  of  note  from  James  T. 

Reber 100.00 


Oct  11, 1880,  Amount  of  Fund 12,896.05 

Endowment  FSmd. 

Oct  20,  1879,  Amount  of  Fund  reported $64,508.^19 

Nov.  10,  1879,  Rev.  F.  W.  Vandersloot's  note  paid 100.00- 

April  21,  1880,  Gift  from  a  friend 6,000.00 

July  26, 1880,  Cash  received  of  Rev.  F.  K.  Levan,  payment  in  full 
for  {)ayment  made  him  in  1877  for  use  of  Theolo^cal 
Seminary  by  the  Mansdaie  congregation  of  the  Dan- 
ville charge,  and  retained  by  him  until  now 60.22 

About  $66,000  is  interest-bearing.  $69,668.81 

The  interest  received  on  the  Vandersloot  and  Levan  payments  is  credited 
in  Seminary  contingent  Fund  account. 

The  undersigned  auditing  committee,  having  examined   the  Treasurer's 
accounts  and  compared  his  vouchers,  fina  them  correct. 

Signed,  Geo.  W.  Heksel, 

Edward  J.  Zahm. 
Lancaster,  October  7,  1880. 


\ 
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IV.      REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 

The  Standing^  Committee  on  Education,  to  whom  the  foregoing 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  Reports  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors,  Board  of  Trustees  and  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Lancaster^  Pa.,  had  been  referred,  reported  during  the 
session  of  Saturday  Afternoon.  Their  report  was  received,  con- 
sidered item  by  item,  amended,  and  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

Your  Committee  on  Education  desire  to  make  the  following  report.  Four 
documents  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee — the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  this  Synod,  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Lancaster,  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  and  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  we  learn,  that  the  Board  was 
organized  by  tne  re-election  of  the  officers,  and  the  re-appointment  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  previous  year.  The  Board  had  under  its  care 
durins;  the  past  year  seven  young  men  as  Beneficiaries,  four  of  them  pursuing 
the  Theological  Course,  who  are  represented  as  model  young  men,  and 
three  in  the  Collegiate  departments  at  Mercersburg  and  liancaster,.  who  are 
reported  as  making  commendable  progress  in  their  studies,  and  de()orting 
themselves  in  a  praiseworthy  manner.  The  Boiurd  has  still  the  same  number 
of  students  under  its  care,  and  report  that  provision  for  their  support  has  been 
made  by  the  several  Classes  of  Synod.  We  find  in  all  this  reason  for  congratu- 
lation for  the  Synod  ;  and  commend  the  Clanses  to  continue  the  good  work. 
The  total  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  including  the  balance  of  $352.50  on  hand, 
at  the  time  of  the  previous  report,  were  $1621.85.  The  expenditures  were 
$1345.75,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $276.10. 

The  Board,  in  its  Report,  again  calls  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  fact,  that 
Zion's  Classis  does  not  co-operate  with  the  Board  in  its  beneficiary  operations. 
The  result  of  this  is,  that  the  Synod  is  not  informed  as  to  the  number  of  bene- 
ficiaries maintained,  and  as  to  the  amount  of  mone^  given  for  this  noble  cause, 
within  its  bounds;  and  the  Church  at  large  is  uninformed  as  to  the  work  of 
the  Synod  in  this  direction.  Your  Committee  has  not  been  able  to  discover 
any  good  or  sufficient  reason  for  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Classis  men- 
tioned, or  any  reason  why  it  should  not  labor  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
Board,  through  which  the  Synod  performs  its  work  of  beneficiary  education, 
and  from  which  it  should  learn  annually  of  the  success  and  full  extent  of  this 
work. 

Upon  this  subject  the  (>)mmittee  propose,  for  adoption,  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Begolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Synod,  that  it  is  the  duty,  under  the 
Constitution,  of  every  Classis  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  to  carry  on  its 
beneficiary  education  in  connection  with  the  Synod's  Board  of  Education. 

Besolvedf  That  this  action  be  communicated  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  to 
Zion's  Classis,  and  that  said  Classis  be,  and  is  hereby,  earnestly  requested,  for 
the  reasons  stated  above,  to  co-operate  with  the  Board  of  Education,  and  to 
carry  on  its  beneficiary  operations  through  said  Board,  in  compliance  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  Church. 

From  this  Report,  we  learn  also,  that  the  post-graduate  department  in  con- 
nection with  Mercersbure  College  has  been  discontinued,  in  compliance  with 
the  recommendation  of  Synod,  and  the  students  have  repaired  to  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary  at  Lancaster. 


32 

The  Committee  propose,  for  consideration,  the  following  resolutions : 

Be8olve<L  That  the  Synod  endorses  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Education  in 
paying  $135  to  Mercersburg  Coll^,  in  behalf  of  one  of  the  pastors  of  Vir- 
ginia Classis,  who  was  formerly  a  beneficiary  student,  under  the  care  of  one  of 
the  Western  Classes. 

Buolved,  That  the  Synod  heartily  endorses  the  action  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Education  in  making  quarterly  payments  to  the  Beneficiaries,  and 
earnestly  requests  the  Classes  to  sustain  him  in  this  plan,  and,  in  furtherance 
of  this,  commends  anew  the  cause  of  beneficiary  education  to  the  members 
of  the  Church.  '' 

Beaohed,  That  the  Synod  has  learned  with  pleasure  of  the  payment  of  the 
bequest  of  $200,  made  by  Jacob  Stoudenour,  of  Friend's  Cove,  Fa.,  and  tliat 
the  Treasurer  of  Synod  is  hereby  instructed  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  amount 
loaned  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod,  when  due,  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Board  of  Education. 

From  the  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminaiy  we 
learn,  that  six  members  were  admitted  to  the  course*  at  the  beginning  of  the 
past  year,  and  that  seven  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  Seminary  year,  in  May, 
1880. 

The  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary*  and  of 
the  Treasurer  of  that  Institution,  show  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  Sem- 
inary is  growing  better:  and,  in  the  language  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  we 
desire  to  commend  the  Institution  anew  "to  the  prayers  and  pecuniary  help 
of  the  Church,  in  order  that  it  may  become  more  and  more  a  perennial  source 
of  blessings  to  the  Church  and  to  tne  kingdom  of  God  at  large. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 


J.  A.  HoFFHsms, 
F.  J.  Sauebber, 
A.  Shulenberoer, 
W.  H.  Xanders, 
J.  H.  Lighliter, 
J.  B.  Zimmerman, 
C.  Glazer. 


Committee. 


MERCEBSBURO  COLLEGE. 

The  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College  presented  their 
annual  report  to  Synod,  which  was  received  and  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac* 

The  Board  of  'Begents  of  Mercersburg  College,  immediately  after  adjourn- 
ment of  S^od,  and,  in  accordance  with  its  instructions,  appointed  an  agent, 
and  sent  him  into  the  field.  The  agent  continued  his  labors  until  the  fir^t  of 
last  August,  and  reported  the  following  collections,  as  audited  June  ^3di 
1880  :— 

Cash  collections ;^3,208.84 

Expenses 152.79 

Net  Cash ^,066.05 

Obligations  taken  and  unpaid  June  23d 585.00 

Total ^,641.a5 
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The  agent  has  collected  since  audit  of  June  23d,  1880,  as  follows: 

Cash  collections 1139.00 

Expenses 14.00 

Net  cash 1125.00 

Cash  on  previous  obligations 85.00 

Total 1210.00 

8UMMART. 

Net  cash  bv  audit  June  23d,  1880 :..|3,056,0d 

''        since  audit 210.00 


13^266.05 
Obligations  still  unpaid  1585.-185 500.00 

Totol ^,766.05 

At  the  same  session,  the  Board  voted  to  continue  the  same  teachers  at 
1600. 00  each  for  the  year.  By  instruction  from  Synod,  the  Post  Graduate 
Course  was  discontinued,  and  the  students  at  once  were  dismissed.  Under 
moftt  serious  difficult  the  College  continued  its  work  through  the  year, 
closing  June  23d,  1889.  According  to  tlie  catalogue,  there  were  in  attendance, 
in  the  College  classes,  eleven  students ;  in  the  preparatory  department,  nine- 
teen, making  a  total  of  thirty.  One  grjoduated,  receivinff  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
The  degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred  in  course  upon  the  Class  of  1877,  and  the 
honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  upon  Etev.  Milton  H.  Sangree,  pastor  at  Alexandria, 
Pa. 

The  Board  at  its  regular  annual  session  appointed  a  committee  to  make  the 
changes  in  the  charter  necessary  to  meet  tne  requirements  of  the  action  of 
Svn<ra  in  reference  to  the  election  of  members  of  the  Board.  The  Board  also 
cfecied  the  same  teachers  for  another  year,  ofiering  them  as  salary  800  dollars 
each,  and  resolved  to  put  an  agent  into  the  field  to  secuie  a  permanent  endow- 
ment of  40,000  dollars,  subscriptions  payable  on  condition  that  the  whole  amount 
be  raised  within  eighteen  months  from  the  time  the  obligation  should  be  made. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  secure  such  agent.  Due  notice  of  election  was 
sent  to  each  one  of  the  Professors.  The  President  declined  hb  election,  con- 
sentinff  to  remain,  however,  until  the  meeting  of  8ynod.  Professor  George  F. 
Mull  declined  his  election,  and  his  declination  was  accepted.  The  other  Pro- 
fessors elect,  accepted.  The  present  Faculty  of  the  College,  therefore,  consists 
of  Professors  Jacob  B.  Kerschner,  Joseph  H.  Kershner^  ana  J.  SchejQTer. 

The  Board  of  Regents  consider  it  proper  to  insert  in  this  report  a  detailed 
statement  of  its  present  financial  condition,  that  the  Synod  may  have  full  data 
for  any  action  it  may,  in  its  wisdom,  see  fit  to  take. 

SUICMARY. 

Notes  in  hand,  with  interest  computed  to  November  Ist,  1880 ^^16,502.69 

Other  notes  deemed  non-collectible ^ 850.00 


Total ^ »|17,352.69 

The  indebtedness  of  Mercersbuig  College  on  September  15th,  1880 : 

To  National  Bank  of  Chambersburg,  due  November  15th,  1880 11,200.00 

'*  Farmers'      "        Mercersburg        *«  "  100^00 

"  '*  •*  '*    October  25th,  1880 458.00 

3 
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To  King  Mortgage  with  interest  to  November  Ist,  1880 3,960.00 

**  E.  E.  Hifffee,  by  audit 2,86008 

"  Cook  Judgment  note '. ^ 1,026:25 

*'  H.  Hanse  note  for  balance  on  boarding 1,091.08 

"  Professor  J.  SchefTer,  on  salary 27.S2 

**         "        J.  H.  Kershner,  on  salary .,  608.90 

"         "        J.  B.  Kerschner,       "        including  note  of  $350 927.21 

"  Levi  Miller  &  Co ^  442.86 

"  A.  B.  Wingerd,  by  audit  June  23,  1880 488.86 

"  Profespor  Geo.  F.  Mull,  on  salary 444.49 

"  Henry  Zellers 300:00 

*•  Jacob  Heyser. 687.00 

**  Sundries  on  running  accounts  not  yet  settled,  about 376.00 

Total $14,297.60 

ASSETS  OF  MERCEB8BUBO  COLLEGE. 

Notes  in  hand  with  interest  to  Nov.  1, 1880 $16,602.69 

Notes  considered  non  collectible 850.00 

Property  held  by  deed  with  condition  that  it  be  used  for  educational 

ends 6,500.00 

College  library 400.00 

.Apparatus  and  furniture .T. 50000 

Property  held  by  lease 

Total $23,902.69 

Liabilities  of  Mercersburg  College... $14,297.50 

Balance  of  Assets  over  Liabilities $9,605.19 

In  this  balance,  no  account,  it  will  be  perceived,  has  been  taken  of  the  notes 
deemed  non-collectible  nor  of  the  valuable  property  leased  from  .the  Synod  of 
the  United  States.  It  should  be  mentioned  here  also,  that  there  ih  a  bequest, 
available  at  the  death  of  the  widow,  amounting  to  15. 000  dollars,  willed 
according  to  the  language  of  the  bequest  **  to  the  President,  Treasurer,  and 
Secretary  of  the  College  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Mercersburg  or  Eastern 
Pennsylvania.'' 

The  term  of  office  of  the  following  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents  expires 
by  limitation  at  this  time,  viz :  Rev.  William  A.  Gring,  John  L.  Reiisnider 
and  William  Hevser.  Consequentlvi  this  Synod  will  have  to  elect  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Board,  whose  term  of  ofiice  shall  expire  October,  1883.  Rev.  £.  R 
Higbee  has  placed  his  resignation  as  member  of  the  Board,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board,  and  when  accepted  by  Synod,  there  must  be  an  election  of  another  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  to  fill  his  unexpired  time  of  one  year. 

In  concluding  this  report,  the  Board  respectful Iv  reauest  the  Synod  to  make 
the  subject  of  the  Institution  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  Afternoon,  if 
possible. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  Board. 

£.  E.  HiOBEE,  PrtndtnU 

On  motion,  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Dr.  Higbee  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersberg  College  was  accepted,  and  the 
Committee  on  Nominations  was  instructed  to  make  tne  necessary 
nominations  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
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The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  was 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  opening  of  Friday  Afternoon's 
session.  And  at  the  time  appointed,  the  whole  subject  of  Mercers- 
barg  College,  including  items  17,  18  and  19  of  the  Report  on 
Minntes  of  Synbd^  was  taken  into  earnest  consideration.  After 
some  discussion  it  was  deemed  best  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  a 
special  committee  for  consideration,  consisting  of  one  minister  and 
one  elder  from  each  of  the  four  Classes  represented  on  the  floor  of 
Synod,  to  wit :  Revs.  J.  O.  Miller,  W.  C.  Cremer,  A.  R.  Kremer, 
J.  C.  Bowman,  and  Elders  H.  Wirt,  A.  R.  Schnebly,  J.  T.  Motter 
and  J.  Lantz.  During  the  session  of  Monday  Forenoon,  this  special 
committee  presented  their  report  to  Synod,  which  was  received  and 
discussed  for  some  time,  and  was  pending  when  the  hour  for  adjourn- 
ment arrived.  The  report  of  this  special  committee  was  under  con- 
sideration during  the  whole  of  Monday  Afternoon's  session,  and 
occupied  the  session  of  Mondav  Evening  until  half-past  nine  o'clock, 
when  the  debt  matter  of  the  (JoUege  was  referred  to  another  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs,  J.  O.  Miller,  J.  H.  Sykes,  S.  S. 
Miller,  and  Elders  J.  P.  Reed  and  I.  H.  Keeier.  This  special 
committee  reported  on  Tuesday  Morning,  their  report  was  con- 
sidered at  length,  non-concurred  in,  and  the  following  was  adopted 
as  a  substitute,  being  the  preamble  in  the  report  of  the  first  special 
committee,  and  special  preamble  and  resolutions  as  moved  and 
adopted,  viz. : 

The  Committee  to  whom  wan  referred  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
Meroersbarg  College  together  with  other  itema  bearing  on  the  same  BubjecU 
report  that  they  have  giyen  the  subject  submitted  to  them  the  most  earnest 
consideration,  but  cannot  find  a  satisfiACtory  solution.  We  have  found  ourselves 
confronted  with  such  grave  and  serious  difficulties  in  this  subject,  which  in- 
volves the  very  life  or  death  of  Mercersburg  College,  that  we  are  at  a  loss 
to  know  what  to  do,  or  what  to  advise.  And  all  we  feel  we  can  do,  is  to 
present  to  you  fitcta,  which  a  careful  investigation  has  brought  to  our  know- 
ledge, and  then  submit  the  whole  subject  to  your  Reverend  Sody  again  to  find 
some  solution,  if  you  can,  to  help  the  College  out  of  its  difficulties. 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion,  however,  considerioff  our  .connection 
with  this  College,  that  this  Synoa  is  not  in  any  sense  responsible  for  the  liabili- 
ties of  Mercersburg  College,  and  yet  we  feel  for  the  sake  of  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, and  as  Christian  men,  that  something  should  be  done,  and  that  right 
speedily,  to  help  them  pay  this  indebtedness,  and  tlius  save  this,  the  oldest 
seat  of  learning  to  the  Unurch. 

We  have  carefully  considered  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  Mercersbvirg  Col- 
lege, with  the  light  which  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  other  friends 
of  the  College  could  give  us,  and  find  that  its  financial  condition  is  deplorable. 
The  liabilities  are  reported  to  be  $14,297.50,  whilst  the  assets,  in  the  way  of 
notes  said  to  be  collectible,  provided  the  CoUese  be  continued,  are  about  one- 
half  the  indebtedness,  and  which  would  not  be  more  than  one-sixth  if  the 
College  should  cease.  To  these  assets  must  be  added  the  Teal  estate  purchased 
at  $6,500,  so  deeded,  however,  that  it  cannot  be  used  for  anpr  but  eaucational 
purposes ;  and,  if  sold  at  all.  would  bring  but  a  trifle  of  its  original  cost  Be- 
sides this  thev  have  the  College  librarv  and  apparatus,  valued  at  1900.  These 
liabilities  ana  assets  show  that  the  College  is  insolvent. 
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We  are  informed  that  the  mortgage,  ^ven  hy  the  Board  of  Begents  of  the 
College,  covers  also  the  lease  on  the  Seminary  property,  given  bj  the  Synod  of 
the  Informed  Charch  in  the  United  States,  at  a  nominal  rental  per  year. 

Whsrkas,  Mercersburg  College  has  come  to  a  crisis,  in  whidi,  in  the 
judgment  of  this  Synod,  it  is  necessary  to  settle  up  its  liabilities  and  coUact  its 
assets;  therefore, 

B€9olv€df  That  the  Board  of  Begents  of  Mercersburg  CoII^^  have  power  to 
settle  up  its  indebtedness  out  of  its  assets,  as  ftur  as  they  are  available  for  this 

Surpose,  and,  if  possible,  still  preserve  such  property  as  shall  be  needed  by  this 
ynod  to  carry  on  its  educational  work  in  the  future. 

Metolved,  That,  if  necessary  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  they 
suspend  for  the  present  the  work  of  the  College,  or  at  least  have  it  conducted 
witnout  further  increasing  its  indebtedness. 

Besolvedt  That  if  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Board  of  Begents  it  be  found  neoes- 
fiary  to  collect  aaditional  tunas  to  pay  the  liabilities  of  the  College,  they  be 
empowered  to  send  an  agent  into  our  pastoral  charges  to  collect  those  fonds,  or 
to  prepare  such  an  app^  to  the  pastors  to  attend  to  this  work,  at  in  their 
judgment  will  seem  best  to  secure  this  desirable  end. 


At  the  election  for  membera  of  the  different  Boards  of  Synod, 
held  during  the  sesaion  of  Saturday  Affcemoon,  Bevs.  Wm.  M. 
Deatrick,  J.  S.  Kieffer  and  J.  W.  Saiitee  were  elected  members  of 
the  Board  of  Education  for  the  term  of  three  years.  Col.  G.  B. 
Wiestling,  Bev.  A.  J.  Heller  and  Dr.  M.  A.  Berry  were  chosen  as 
members  of  the  Board  of  Begents  of  Mercersburg  College  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  and  Bev.  Wm.  M.  DeatricK  for  one  year. 
Elder  Israel  Laucks  was  duly  nominated  for  election  bj  the  Synod 
of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  at  Lancaster,  Pa., 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  said  Board,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Elder 
Wm.  A.  Wilt. 

The  following  persons  constitute  the  Board  of  Education,  and  the 
Board  of  Brents  of  Mercersburg  CoU^e,  severally,  at  the  present 
time,  viz : 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  AND  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick 3  years. October,  1888. 

**    J.  S.  KieflGwr 3     "    "  1883. 

"    J.  W.  Santee .* 3     "    '*  1883. 

'*    Wm.  Goodrich 2     **    **  1882. 

"    A.  J.  Heller 2      " •*  1882. 

Elder  J.Heyser 2     "     ««  1882. 

Rev.  I.G.  Brown 1    year "  1881. 

•«    Wm.  C.  Cremer 1      •*    ««•  1881. 

«    S.  N.  Callender 1      "    •'  1881. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  REGENTS  AND  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 

Col.  G.  B.  Wiestling 3  years October,  188a 

Rev.  A.  J.  Heller 3    **    *•        1883. 
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Dr.  M.  A.  Berry 3  yean October,  1883. 

Elder  A.  B.  Schneblr 2    "    "  1882. 

•'     LoDii  Markell 2    •'    "  1882. 

E.  J.  Bonbrake,  E»q 2    "    •  *•  1882. 

Kev.  J.  a  Kieffer 1  year "  1881. 

••    D.  M.  Whitmore 1    "    "  1881. 

"    Wm.  M.  Deatrick 1    "    »^ ••  1881 
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ARTICLE  XIV. 


MISSIONS. 


The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Tri-Sjnodic  "noard  of  Missions,  and  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions  were  laid  before 
Synod  and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Missions. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  reported  during  the  session 
of  Friday  afternoon.  The  report  was  received,  ordered  to  be  taken 
up  item  07  item  for  adoption,  was  amended,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and 
will  be  found  subjoined  in  its  proper  place.  These  several  reports 
are  as  follows : 

I.  REPORT  OF  THE  TRI-SYNODIC  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS: 
To  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  : 

Fathers  and  Brethren  : — ^Wc  herewith  transmit  to  your  reverend 
body  the  annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States.  The 
reports  contain  in  brief  all  the  information  that  is  necessary  for  us  at 
this  time  to  communicate.  We  cannot  but  express  our  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God.  and  congratulate  the  Church  on  the  measure  of  success 
that  has  attended  the  missionary  work,  and  the  enlarged  gifts  of  our 
people  to  benevolence  during  the  year  that  has  just  closed.  Our  peo- 
ple have  contributed,  during  this  year,  double  the  amount  they 
gave  to  missions  last  year,  namely,  9r$,ooo.  And  whilst  this  is  but  a 
small  amount  as  compared  to  our  resources,  it  is  still  a  decided  ad- 
vance. We  should  take  courage  from  this  fact,  and  press  the  work  with 
still  greater  vigor  in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller,  Pres, 
W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  See, 

York,  Oct.  9,  1880. 

II.    REPORT  OF  the  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  TRI  SYNODIC   BOARD 

OF  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  to  the  Synod 
of  Pittsburg,  and  to  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Respected  Brethren  : — It  is  with  i^ratitude  to  God  that  the  Super- 
intendent of  Missions  presents  this  his  annual  report  of  the  condition 
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and  prospects  of  the  missions  over  which  he,  in  connection  with  the 
Board,  has  had  the  oversight  for  the  last  three  vears.  During  the  past 
year,  this  particular  department  of  the  life  and  activity  of  the  Church 
has  been  more  than  usually  blest  by  its  great  Head  ;  for  which  it  be- 
'  comes  us  to  humble  ourselves,  and  render  thanks  to  the  Father  of 
lights,  the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Grace  Church,  Easton. — Members,  75.  Baptisms,  j.  Additions,  7.  S, 
S.  scholars,  95.  Cost  of  property,  about  $3,000.  Reduction  of  the  debt' 
$700,  of  which  $380  was  paid  by  the  mother  church  at  Easton.  Benevo- 
lence, $29.23.  Local  objects,  $800.  Some  1 5  or  16  church  papers  are  read. 
Under  care  of  the  Board,  4. vears.  Attendance  improving.  Appropriation 
la^  year  by  Classis,  $200 ;  by  the  Board,  $150.  As  the  appropriation  to 
this  mission  is  fixed  by  the  coming  Classis,  the  Board  aeclines  to  spe- 
cify any  appropriation  for  the. coming  year.    Pastor,  D.  Y.  Heisler. 

Catasauqua, — Members,  136;  last  year,  90.  Baptisms,  7.  S.  S. 
scholars,  160.  Benevolence,  $34.05.  Local  objects,  $844.  Under  the 
care  of  the  Board  since  1873.  During  the  past  year,  this  mission  suc- 
ceeded in  redeeming  its  church  building,  which  had  been  sold  during 
the  previous  year  by  its  creditors.  It  was  secured  for  $3075,  which  is 
less  than  half  of  its  orig^inal  cost.  On  making  this  purchase,  the  con- 
gregation paid  $475,  so  that  the  remaining  indebtedness  is  only  $2600, 
which  it  is  expected  will  be  paid  off  gradually  from  year  to  year.  TTie 
prospects  of  tnis  mission  are  again  encouraging ;  and  pastor  and  people 
feel  prompted  to  engage  in  the  work  committed  to  their  hanos  widi 
fresh  courage  and  new  faith.  Appropriation  last  year,  $300.  No  ap- 
propriation made  by  the  Board  for  the  coming  year  for  the  reason 
assigned  above.    Pastor,  J.  J.  Christ. 

Christ  Mission,  East  AUentown. — Members,  130;  last  year,  90. 
Baptisms,  16.  Additions,  45..  S.  S.  scholars,  180;  last  year,  157. 
Cost  of  property,  $1900;  but  worth  much  more.  Reduction,  about 
$700.  Benevolent  and  local  objects,  $300.  The  Classis  of  Lehigh  at  its 
last  meeting  agreed  to  pay  part  of  the  remaining  debt,  amounting  to  $600, 
in  three  yearly  instalments  of  $200  each,  and  the  missionary  agreed  to 
relieve  the  Classis  of  the  appropriation  hitherto  made.  Attendance  on 
divine  service,  good.  The  prospects  of  the  mission  are  encouraging. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $300 ;  for  the  present,  $100.  Pastor,  J.  Frit- 
zinger. 

St,  yohfCs,  Reading. — Members,  360;  last  year,  305.  Baptisms,  $3 ;  last 
year,  40.  Additions,  163;  last  year,  29.  S.S.  scholars,  325.  Attendance 
good  at  both  German  and  English  services.  Cost  of  property,  $22,000. 
Debt,  $9,750.  Reduction  of  indebtedness,  $300.  Benevolence,  $80. 
Local  objects,  $2, 500.  22  subscribers  for  the  church  papers.  The  pastor 
has  been  preaching  at  Birdsboro,  and  with  the  approbation  of  Classis  has 
organized  a  congregation  at  that  place  with  53  members.  By  the  action 
of  the  Board,  he  is  to  serve  this  new  mission  for  the  time  being.  The 
large  debt  resting  on  the  mission  at  Reading  is  a  burden,  which  it  finds 
difficult  to  bear ;  but  thus  far  it  has  been  able  to  maintain  its  credit. 
It  enjoys  the  sympathy  and  confidence  of  the  other  churches  in  the 
city,  and  has  been  receiving  help  from  them  all  along.  Appropriation 
last  year,  $250 ;  this  year,  $300.    Pastor,  J.  W.  Steinmetz. 


39 

5/.  JohtCst  West  Philadelphia. — Members,  90.  Baptisms,  4.  Addi- 
tions, 17.  S.  S.  scholars,  7a  Cost  of  property,  $5,000;  but  worth 
more  at  the  present  time.  Indebtedness,  $2,400.  Reduction,  $1,000. 
Benevolence,  $12.    l.ocal  objects,  $400.    Attendance,  good.    The  con- 

?regation  enjoys  generally  the  good  will  of  the  surrounding  community, 
he  pastor,  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent,  has  been  per- 
forming some  missionary  work  in  the  city  ot  Philadelphia  and  vicinity ; 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  attended  with  good  results  in  the  future.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  I300;  this  year,  $275.    Pastor,  J.  S.  Vandersloot. 

Second  Church,  Harrisburg. — Members,  iii.  Baptisms,  8.  Addi- 
tions, 14.  S.  S.  scholars,  2S2 ;  last  year,  220.  Benevolence,  $72. 
Local  objects,  I500.  The  cost  of  the  church  property,  $6,000 ;  but  it  i^ 
worth  more  at  the  present  time.,  A  small  debt  was  paid  off  during  the 
year  by  the  Ladies'  Mite  Society.  The  missionary  society  collected, 
during  the  present  year,  nearly  twice  as  much  as  during  the  previous 
year.  The  church  papers  are  read  in  the  congregation,  and  the  mis- 
sion is  making  progress.  Appropriation  last  year,  5250 ;  this  year,  the 
same.    Pastor,  G.  W.  Snyder. 

Zwingli  Church,  Harrisburg. — After  the  Rev.  F.  Fox  withdrew  from 
this  mission,  it  was  served  for  a  while  by  the  superintendent.  In  Janu- 
ary last,  he  secured  the  services  of  the  Rev.  John  G.  Fritchey,  who  con- 
sented to  devote  a  part  ot  his  time  in  a  generous  effort  to  save  the  mission 
from  disintegration.    Thus  far,  his  labors  have  been  blest.    He  has 

fathered  the  members  together,  and  inspired  them  with  fresh  courage  and 
ope.  With  much  patience,  he  has  succeeded  in  collecting,  mostly  from 
generous  individuals  in  Harrisburg,  enough  money  to  pay  off  pressine 
claims  in  the  bank  and  elsewhere,  and  so  he  has  restored  the  nnancial 
credit  of  the  congregation.  The  reduction  of  the  indebtedness  thus  far 
is  $420.  A  short  time  ago  the  lecture-room  of  the  church  was  rented  by 
the  school  authorities  of  Harrisburg  for  school  purposes.  The  income 
from  this  source  will  be  sufficient  to  pav  the  interest  of  the  debt  still 
remaining  on  the  church  building,  whicn  is  about  $1,200.  The  original 
cost  of  it  was  about  53,ooo.  The  Sunday-school  has  been  revived,  and 
now  numbers  about  30  scholars.  Members,  55.  Baptized,  3.  Some 
emigrants  from  Europe  are  reported  as  having  arrived,  who  are  mem- 
bers of  our  church.  Amount  collected  for  local  objects,  $125.  It  is 
proper  to  add,  that  Mr.  Fritchey  undertook  this  work  without  any 
promise  of  appropriation  from  the  Board, — simply  from  a  disinterested 
zeal  and  love  to  build  up  the  church  of  his  fathers.  The  appropriation 
in  former  years  was  $300.  The  prospects  of  this  mission  are  a^ain  en- 
couraging, and  with  the  blessing  of  God  will  be  made  self-sustaining  at 
no  very  distant  day.  Appropriation  for  the  coming  year,  $75.  Pastor, 
J.  G  Fritchey. 

Columbia, — Members,  165.  Baptisms,  23.  Additions,  27.  S.  S. 
scholars,  200.  Debt  of  church  property,  $1,600,  which  was  rednced  $200 
during  the  year.  Benevolence,  $92.04.  Locsil  objects,  I950.  A  canr 
vass  of  the  congregation  last  spring  resulted  in  the  addition  of  21  new 
subscribers  for  the  "Messenger.'  There  is  a  mite  society  and  a 
"workers'  association'*  in  the  congregation  through  which  small  con- 
tributions are  made  monthly.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  mission  is 
doing  well.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150;  this  year,  5125.  Pastor,  C. 
S.  Gerhard. 
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Wiikesbarre, — Members  at  Wilkesbarrc,  287.  At  Nanticoke,  where 
there  is  a  newly  organized  church,  60.  In  all,  347.  Baptisms  in  both 
congregatipns,  112.  Additions,  at  Wilkesbarre,  52;  at  Nanticoke,  60; 
in  all,  112.  S.  S.  scholars,  225.  Attendance,  good.  Not  many  church 
papers  as  yet.  Cost  of  Church  property,  $13,000.  Reduction,  about 
$3,000,  of  which  the  Classis  of  E^st  Susquehanna  paid  $800.  Benevo- 
lence, $35.  Local  objects,  $2,700.  There  is  an  effort  in  progress  to 
provide  for  the  remaining  indebtedness  on  the  church,  which  it  is  be- 
lieved will  be  crowned  with  success.  The  missionary,  after  preaching 
for  a  while  at  Nanticoke,  a  town  with  a  population  of  3000  inhabitants, 
organized  recently  at  that  place  a  new  congregation  of  60  members.  It 
is  as  yet  without  a  church  building.  Ahotner  preaching  point  has  been 
established  at  Plymouth,  population  8000,  midway  between  Wilkes- 
barre and  Nanticoke,  where  twenty  families — some  belonging  to  the 
congregation  at  Wilkesbarre— during  the  year  were  organized  into 
a  church,  and  placed  by  Classis  under  the  care  of  Rev.  S.  C.  Meckel, 
who  has  thus  far  labored  successfully,  and  with  much  self-denial,  with- 
out missionary  aid.  This  mission  has  been  under  the  care  of  the 
Board  since  July,  1878  ;  and  promises  to  be  self-supporting  at  no  dis- 
tant day.  Its  success  thus  far  has  gone  beyond  our  expectations.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  $400 ;  this  year,  $360.    Pastor,  F.  K.  Levan. 

Lock  Haven. — ^Two  congregations.  Members,  135.  Baptisms,  6. 
Additions,  14.  S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Benevolence,  $25.  Local  objects, 
$230.  The  church  papers  are  taken  to  some  extent.  Tlie  missionarv 
society  is  making  gradual  progress.  Some  improvement  in  the  attend- 
ance. The  last  communion  at  Lock  Haven  was  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  congregation.  Cost  of  the  church  building,  $2,200;  but 
it  will  be  worth  five  or  six  times  that  amount  when  some  improvements 
are  made  to  it.  Indebtedness,  $763.  The  mission  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community,  and  of  its  own  members ;  and  its  prospects 
are  much  improved.  Appropriation  last  year,  $300 ;  this  year,  $300. 
Pastor,  I.  S.  Stahr. 

East  Liberty  and  Wilkinsburg. — These  two  missions  have  been 
served  by  the  present  pastor  for  more  than  a  year  and  a  half,  and  as 
the  times  have  improved,  they  have  made  a  corresponding  progress. 
They  still  labor  under  some  difficulty  on  account  of  their  indebtedness  : 
but  these  have  been  alleviated  to  some  extent  during  the  past  year,  and 
prospects  are  more  encouraging  than  they  were  a  year  ago.  No  statis- 
tics. Appropriation  last  year,  $550;  this  year,  $525.  Pastor  J.  W. 
Knappenoerger. 

Orbisonia. — Three  congregations.  Members,  109.  Baptisms,  7. 
Additions,  12.  S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Attendance,  generally  good.  Be- 
nevolence averaging  54  cents  per  member.  Local  objects,  $560.  A 
mission  society  is  to  be  organized  this  fall.  The  "Messenger"  circu- 
lates in  about  one-half  the  families.  Cost  of  church  property,  $1,200. 
Indebtedness.  $200,  but  provided  for.  Reduction  of  tne  indebtedness 
during  the  year,  $250.  Since  last  spring,  the  missionary  has  been 
preaching  at  Broadtop  city,  where  there  are  a  few  members  of  our 
church,  and  where  a  congregation  may  be  organized  in  the  future. 
Under  the  Board,  4  yrs.  This  mission  covers  a  large  territory,  and 
promises  well  for  the  future.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150;  this  year, 
$112.    Pastor,  J.  M.  Schick. 
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Sulfhur  springs,  Bedford  county. — ^Three  congregations.  Members, 
155.  Baptisms,  16.  Additions,  13.  Sundav-schools,  2.  Attendance, 
good.  Assessment  of  Classis,  $76,  which  will  be  paid.  Church  debt  as 
yet  unprovided  for,  $170.  Mission  under  the  care  of  the  Board  5  years. 
After  the  removal  of  the  remaining  debt — ^in  a  year  or  two — ^the  mission 
will  be  self-sustaining.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200 ;  this  year,  $200. 
Pastor,  W.  A.  Gring. 

Duncannon, — Congregations,  3.  Members,  125.  Baptisms,  13.  Addi- 
tions, 5.  S.  S.  scholars,  150.  Value  of  church  property,  $2,500.  Debts, 
none.  Benevolence,  %\qo.  Local  objects,  $S30.  Cnurch  periodicals 
circulated  and  appreciated.  Attendance,  good  and-  devout.  The  out- 
look encouraging^.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250;  this  year,  $225. 
Pastor,  U.  H.  Heilman. 

Flr.t  C4i#fr A,  Allegheny  City. — When  we  rendered  our  last  report,  this 
mission  was  beginning  to  snow  some  signs  of  a  new  life  ;  but  unfortunately , 
the  missionary,  after  laboring  successfully  for  a  few  months,  was  called  to 
take  charge  of  another  missionarv  field  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Classis  ;  and  his  withdrawal  had  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  members. 
Last  spring,  the  Rev.  H.  King  was  requested  by  the  superintendent  to 
supply  it  for  a  while.  Twenty-one  old  members  petitioned  Classis  to 
be  oiganized  into  a  new  cong^regation,  and  the  Council  elected  Mr. 
King  to  labor  as  missionary  for  one  year  with  an  appropriation  of  $600; 
the  amount  designated  by  the  Pittsburgh  Board  of  Missions.  The 
missionary  has  been  diligent  in  gathering  in  the  old  members,  and  he 
has  been  to  a  certain  extent  successful ;  but  it  will  require  years  of 
hard  work  and  much  prayer  and  self-sacrifice  to  restore  tnis  mission  to 
the  position  which  it  once  occupied.  It  has  been  one  of  the  most 
unfortunate  of  all  our  missions.  Still  it  is  not  hopeless,  having  a  small 
nucleus  of  faithful  members,  who  are  willing  to  labor  and  pray  for  the 
increase  of  Zion.  They  no  longer  own  their  chapel ;  but  have  the  use 
of  it  for  a  small  rental.  As  a  field  for  missionary  work,  we  regard 
Allegheny  City  as  a  very  promising  one.  Appropriation  $600.  Pastor, 
Hiram  Kmg. 

Shenandoah  CUy. — No  statistics  have  been  received  from  this  mission. 
We  presume  they  do  not  differ  much  from  those  given  in  last  report. 
The  pastor  has  been  absent  in  -Europe  during  a  part  of  the  summer. 
His  place  was  filled  by  the  Rev.  James  A.  Schultz  during  his  absence. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $300 ;  for  the  coming  year,  the  same.  Pastor, 
J.  G.  Neff. 

Johnstown. — This  mission  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  Board 
since  July  last.  For  the  year  previous,  it  was  served  by  the  Rev.  W.  H. 
Bates  without  an  appropriation  under  the  direction  of  the  Superinten- 
dent. During  the  year,  ground  was  purchased  and  a  new  chapel 
erected  for  the  mission,  in  which  it  was  assisted  by  the  Westmoreland 
Classis  and  liberal  citizens  of  Johnstown,  the  latter  having  given  thus 
far  over  5600.  Its  cost  will  be  soniething  over  two  thousand  dollars, 
($2,000).  It  wil  be  dedicated  sometime  in  October,  although  it  is  used 
now  for  divine  service.  It  is  thought  it  will  have  little*  or  no  debt  after 
it  is  dedicated.  The  number  of  members  is  between  50  and  60.  Appro- 
priation, $500.    Pastor,  W.  H.  Bates. 

St,  Lukis,  Lancaster. — ^This  mission  became  vacant  by  the  with- 
drawal of  Its  efficient  pastor,  Rev.  J.  F.  Wiant,  on  the  ist  of  April  last. 


42 

• 

and  was  supplied  by  the  Superintendent  until  the  ist  of  July,  when  the 
Rev.  Wm.  F.  lichliter,  at  the  request  of  the  '  Board,  took  charge 
of  it.  The  effort  to  erect  a  house  of  worship,  referred  to  in  our  last 
report,  was  successful ;  and  the  new  chapel  was  dedicated  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  triune  God  last  winter.  The  ground  on  which  it  stands — 
valued  at  $600-^ was  the  free  gift  of  Mr.  John  C.  Hager,  a  member,  of 
the  Lutheran  church  ;  and  its  cost  was  |2,200,  on  which  there  is  still  a 
small  debt,  most  of  which  however  is  covered  by  subscriptions  which 
will  yet  be  paid.  The  erection  of  a  chapel  has  placed  this  mission  upon 
a  permanent  foundation  ;  and  its  future  success  among  the  poor  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  city  seems  to  be  now  only  a  matter  of  time.  Mr.  Lich- 
liter  was  kindly  received  by  the  mission  and  its  friends  in  Lancaster, 
and  although  his  work  is  attended  with  difficulties,  he  has  the  promise 
that  if  he  cast  his  bread  upon  the  waters,  it  shall  be  seen  after  many 
days.  The  Sunday-school,  composed  principally  of  the  children  of 
the  poor,  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  It  numbers  at  present  130 
scholars ;  23  having  been  added  within  the  last  few  months.  Members, 
37.  Additions,  15.  Baptisms,  13.  Benevolence,  $10.  For  local 
objects,  in  addition  to  what  was  raised  for  the  building  of  the  church, 
several  hundred  dollars,  the  most  of  which  came  from  the  members  of 
the  other  churches.  The  attendance  during  the  summer  has  not  been 
what  might  be  desired ;  but  it  is  believed  that  this  will  improve  during 
the  winter.  Appropriation  last  year,  $400;  this  year,  I300.  Pastor, 
W.  F.  Lichliter. 

Overton t  Bradford  county. — Congregations,  3.  Members,  170.  Bap- 
tisms, 16.  S.  S.  scholars,  125.  Attendance,  good  and  improving. 
Cost  of  property,  about  $900.  The  pastor  has  to  live  to  some  extent  on 
his  own  private  resources.  Benevolence,  $25.54.  Local  objects,  $375. 
A  few  periodicals  of  the  church  are  taken.  During  the  year,  a  new 
congregation  was  organized  at  Dushore,  out  of  members  belonging  to 
several  congregations  in  the  neighborhood — so-called  Union  churches. 
It  is  doing  well.  The  pastor  has  a  large  catechetical  class,  which  he 
is  prepanng  for  confirmation.  He  has  also  established  services  at 
Bernice,  some  5  or  6  miles  from  Dushore,  with  a  population  of  1000, 
who  are  without  any  organized  congregation  ;  the  prospects  are  good. 
The  missionary  has  been  in  this  field  a  little  over  one  year.  Appro- 
priation last  year,  I150 ;  this  year,  $150.    Pastor,  Phaon  S.  Kohler. 

Latrobe, — Members,  70.  Baptisms,  5.  Additions,  9.  Dismissions. 
II.  S.  S.  scholars,  55.  Cost  of  the  church  property,  $7,200;  debt 
$1,800.  No  reduction.  Missionary  soipiety  and  a  good  work  society. 
The  mission  has  been  peaceful  during  the  present  pastorate,  and  the 
strife  of  former  years  in  a  measure  has  passed  away.  The  pastor,  G. 
D.  Gurley,  has  recently  withdrawn  on  account  of  his  health ;  which  is 
a  matter  of  regret.  He  goes  away  with  the  kind  wishes  of  the  Board 
and  of  his  congregation,  with  a  hope  that  he  will  soon  find  a  larger 
sphere  of  usefulness  in  some  other  part  of  the  church.  The  congrega- 
tion expects  soon  to  secure  another  pastor ;  and  the  understanding  is 
that  he  will  devote  a  part  of  his  time  to  preaching  at  some  neighboring 
points.    Appropriation  last  year,  $200 ;  this  year,  $200.    Vacant. 

Trinity  Church,  York  county. — Members,  50.  Additions,  7.  Bap- 
tisms, 9.  S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Cost  of  property,  $700.  Amount  col- 
lected for  local  purposes,  $276.     The  missionary  preached,  regularly 
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in  Trinity  chapel,  in  York — ^without  an  organized  congregation.  At 
Glen  Rock  there  is  a  congregation  which  is  hopeful ;  but  it  has  no 
church  building  of  its  own.  Owing  to  the  difficulties  in  the  congrega- 
tion at  New  Freedom,  the  missionary  was  advised  to  cease  preaching 
at  this  place  last  spring.  He  also  ceased  to  preach  at  another  point. 
When  this  mission  was  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  it  was 
thought  that  it  would  not  need  any  help,  but  the  pastor  has  not  re- 
ceived an  adequate  support ;  and  its  prospects  are  not  as  favorable  as 
they  were  a  year  ago.    rastor,  W.  H.  Aanders. 

Sharon,  Mercer  county. — No  statistics  are  given  from  this  mission. 
The  pastor  resigned  during  the  year,  but  continues  to  preach  for  the 
congregation  until  a  suitable  person  can  be  secured  to  take  his  place. 
Its  condition  is  the  same  as  given  in  our  last  report.  Appropriation 
last  year,  $ioo.    Vacant. 

New  Castle ,  Lawrence  county. — ^This  is  a  new  mission.  It  was  fos- 
tered by  a  committee  of  Allegheny  Classis  during  the  last  fall  and  winter. 
By  the  request  of  the  Board  ot  Missions  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  it 
was  placed  last  spring  under  the  care  of  the  parent  Board ;  and  at  the 
same  time,  the  present  missionary  was  commissioned  to  take  charge  of 
it.  At  the  organization  of  the  congregation  in  January  last,  there  were 
1 8  members,  to  which  23  have  since  been  added.  S.  S.  scholars,  44. 
The  congregation  has  as  yet  no  chapel,  and  is  under  the  necessity  of 
worshipping  in  a  public  hall  for  the  present  New  Castle  is  a  large  and 
growing  town,  and  the  field  is  represented  to  us  as  an  interesting  and 
promismg  one  for  missionary  labor.  Appropriation,  MS^*  Pastor,  J. 
M.  Souder. 

Tionesta,  Venango  county. — ^At  the  request  of  Clarion  Classis,  and  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Board,  a  new  mission  will  be  established  at  Tionesta  as 
soon  as  a  missionary  can  be  secured,  with  an  appropriation  of  $250.  It 
has  been  placed  unaer  the  care  of  the  Board. 

VIRGINIA. 

Winchester, — This  mission  became  vacant  sometime  in  February  last 
by  the  withdrawal  of  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  for  reasons  which  were  satis- 
factory to  the  Board.  Since  that  time,  two  efforts  were  made  to  secure 
a  pastor  which  were  not  successful.  It  is  thought  that  the  third  effort, 
which  is  now  being  made,  will  be  attended  with  better  results.  With 
the  exception  of  preaching  by  the  candidates  and  the  Superintendent 
who  visited  the  mission  during  the  summer,  it  has  been  without  divine 
service  since  the  former  missionary  left.  We  found  the  congregation 
in  a  good  condition  ;  but  suffering,  to  some  extent,  from  the  want  of  a 
regular  pastor.  We  refer  the  Board  to  the  statistics  of  last  year,  as, 
under  the  circumstances,  we  were  not  able  to  receive  any  complete 
returns.    Appropriation  last  year,  $250.    Vacant. 

Mint  Spring  Mission,  Augusta  county. — ^This  mission  grew  out  of  the 
Middle  Brook  mission,  which  became  self-sustaining  last  ^ear.  The 
missionary  reports,  that  a  new  church  is  in  process  of  erection  at  Mint 
Spring,  and  that  it  is  to  be  dedicated  during  the  present  month.  Sev- 
eral acres  of  g^und  were  secured,  for  which  he  and  his  brother  made 
themselves  responsible.  After  this  congregation  is  established,  it  is  ex- 
pected to  serve  as  a  centre  of  missionary  operations  for  other  places, 
which  the  missionary  has  visited  from  time  to  time.    He  refers  to 
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Staunton  and  other  places,  where  something  could  be  done,  if  the  Board 
would  send  a  suitable  |>erson  into  the  field.  No  statistics.  Appropria- 
tion last  year,  $150 ;  this  year,  $150.    Pastor,  A.  J.  Whitmore. 

DELAWARE. 

5/.  John's,  Wyoming,  Kent  county. — Members,  92.  Baptisms,  9. 
S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Additions,  12.  '  The  debt,  $2^0,  was  canceled 
during  the  past  year,  which  ^ves  much  joy  to  the  mission.  Benevolence, 
$66.  Of  this,  $27  was  contributed  for  a  peace  ofiTering.  Local  objects. 
1614.  The  mission  is  making  encourag^m^  progress.  Under  the  care 
of  the  Board,  5  years.  It  has  been  active  m  encoura^ng  the  neighbor- 
ing missions  on  the  Eastern  shore  of  Maryland  both  with  its  sympathy 
and  its  means.  Appropriation  last  year,  $275 ;  this  year,  $250.  Pastor, 
E.  H.  Dieffenbacher. 

MARYLAND. 

Ci#m^^rAi;f^.^ Members,  ?5o.  Baptisms,  82.  Additions,  16.  S.  S. 
scholars,  100.  CostofChurcn  property,  f  5,500;  indebtedness,  $1,500. 
Benevolence,  I30.  Local  objects,  $700.  The  Church  festivals  are  de- 
voutly observed,  and  prove  to  be  seasons  of  refreshing  and  revival  fit)m 
the  presence  of  the  Lord.  Several  families  removed  from  the  congre- 
gation ;  but  their  place  is  filled  by^  a  number  of  emigrants  from  Hessen 
and  Lippe  Detmold,  who,  on  their  arrival,  immediately  handed  in  the 
recommendations  of  their  pastors  in  Germany  to  the  pastors  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  North  America.  The  missionary  has  preached  at 
various  points  in  the  neighborhood,  where  he  found  members  of  our 
Church,  who,  however,  can  be  better  attended  to  by  neighboring  minis- 
ters. The  papers  of  the  Church  are  circulated  m  the  congregation. 
The  pastor  has  been  in  this  field  six  years,  during  which  time  he  con- 
firmed 112  persons  and  baptized  82.  The  progress  is  slow  but  sure. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $250;  this  year,  $200.    Pastor,  F.  R.  Schwedes. 

Ridgeiy,  Caroline  County.  Members,  69.  Baptisms,  7.  Additions, 
8.  Benevolence,  $624.  Local  objects,  several  hundred  dollars.  The 
comer-stone  of  the  new  church  at  Ridgely  was  laid  last  spring.  For 
want  of  means  the  church  has  not  been  finished ;  but  the  congregation 
expect  to  complete  it  before  the  close  of  the  present  year,  with  probably 
little  or  no  debt.  Last  April  the  missionary  organized  a  new  congela- 
tion in  Queen  Ann  County.  He  is  under  the  necessity  of  holding  his 
services — once  in  four  weeks — in  private  houses ;  but  the  members  have 
subscribed  in  all  $200  for  a  new  cnapel ;  and  expect  to  begin  building 
it  as  soon  as  they  can  find  a  suitable  location.  In  the  month  of  August 
the  missionary  visited  Talbot  County  and  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Easton 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  members  of  our  Church  from  eastern  Pennsylva- 
nia, who  are  engaged  in  building  a  Union  church.  He  baptized  their 
children,  and  expects  to  preach  at  this  point  regularly ;  to  commence  a 
catechetical  class,  and  organize  the  members  into  a  congregation.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  $300 ;  this  year,  ^32 5.   Pastor,  Joseph  Hannabery. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington, — On  the  withdrawal  of  Dr.  Russell  from  this  mission  last 
October,  it  devolved  on  the  Superintendent  to  take  charge  of  it  until  a 
successor  could  be  secured.  He  visited  it  from  time  to  time,  and  called 
in  ministerial  brethren  to  assist  him  in  filling  the  pulpit.  This  arrange- 
ment in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  congregation  was  regar(kd 


4fi 

u  the  best  that  could  be  made,  and  was  very  satisfactory  10  the  mem- 
bers generally.    It  became  evident,  however,  that  it  could  not  be  ci~  ~ 


d  long-,  and  as  soon  as  |the  way  seemed  to  be  open  a  missionary 
secured  to  take  charee  of  the  field.     He  entered  upon  his  duties 
about  the  beginning  of  Jmy ;  and  has  served  with  acceptance  t 


congregation.  Dunng  last  spring  a  committee  of  Maryland  Clasais, 
who  h^  the  matter  in  charge,  purchased  ground  for  a  new  chapel  in 
an  eligible  place — 73  feet  in  front  by  100  feet  deep,  at  45  cts.  per.  square 
foot.  The  whole  cost  was  f  3.240,  on  which  fSio  were  paid  at  the  time 
of  the  purchase.  The  balance,  ^,430,  as  it  falls  due  is  to  be  paid  in 
four  semi-annual  instalments ;  and  Is  all  provided  for  by  assessment 
made  by  the  difRrent  Synods.  This  gave  the  mission  a  new  impube. 
As  soon  as  a  chapel  of  moderate  cost  can  be  put  up,  the  mission  will  be 
placed  on  a  permanent  basis.  It  deserves  the  prayers  and  sympathies 
of  the  whole  Church.  It  is  now  very  desirable  that  the  amounts  assessed 
on  the  different  charges  of  the  Church  for  this  object  should  be  paid  with- 
out delay.  Promptness  in  this  direction  will  save  the  Church  a  great 
deal  of  money,  as  well  as  promote  the  growth  and  success  of  the  mission. 
Appropriation,  last  year  {izoo,  this  year,  f6oo.  Pastor,  Charles  F.  Son  tag. 

NEW  YORK. 

Nevi  York  Ci'/>',— By  authority  of  the  Board,  Rev,  F.  Fox,  during  last 
fall  and  winter,  acted  as  agent  mostly  in  the  eastern  part  of  Pennsylva- 
nia in  collecting  funds  for  missionary  purposes  on  the  Pacific  coast,  in 
which  he  met  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  success.  Instead  of  return- 
ing to  California,  as  he  had  intended  to  do,  he  was  induced  to  under- 
take the  work  of  starting  a  new  mission  among  the  Germans  in  New 
York  City ;  and  our  Board  made  a  proposition  to  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Eastern  German  Synod  to  assist  in  making  up  an  appropriation 
for  his  support,  if  they  would  agree  to  take  the  mission  under  their 
charge  ana  contribute  for  its  support.  The  proposition  was  agreed  tO; 
and  Rev.  Fox  has  been  in  the  field  since  last  April.  He  reports  that 
his  prospects  are  encouraging.  The  appropriation  by  this  Board  is 
fioo. 

KANSAS. 

required  a  person  who  could  devote  all 


to  which  a  number  have  since  been  added.  With  the  permission  of  the 
Board,  the  miisionary  visited  his  former  congregations  in  Centre  and 
other  counties,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  funds  to  pay  for  the  new 
church  at  Emporia,  as  something  immediately  necessary  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  mission.  In  this,  he  was  successful  beyond  our  most  san- 
gtiine  expectations.  In  all  he  raised  over  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
church,  when  finished,  will  cost  about  %i,yxi.  Of  this  amounti  some- 
thing over  |6oo  are  still  lacking,  which  will  be  provided  for  in  some 
other  wa^.  The  members  of  the  church  generally  ^ve  as  much  aa 
their  limited  means  justify.  Thus  far,  the  pastor  received  only  a  small 
support  from  the  congregation,  with  a  small  appropriation  from  the 
Board;  and  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  exerciiing  great  self: 
denial.    Benevolence,  %\o.     Local  objects,  ^500. 

The  misciooary  has  been  preaching  at  a  pdiiit  some  eighteen  miles 
north  of  Emporia,  where  35  members  have  ^reed  to  be  organized  into  ^ 
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a  congregation  this  fall.  When  once  organised,  it  will  form  a  good  nu- 
cleus for  a  new  mission.  As  soon  as  a  suitable  locality  is  agreed  on, 
an  effort  will  be  made  for  the  erection  of  a  church.  There  are  other 
points  in  the  neighborhood  of  Emporia,  which  will  be  visited  as  soon  as 
time  will  permit. 

In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Shoemaker  lately 
visited  Stockton,  in  Rooks  county,  and  other  places  in  that  section  of. 
the  State.  Here  the  people  had  suffered  much  from  the  failure  of  their 
crops  for  the  last  two  years;  yet  the  missionary  found  a  number  of 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church  anxious  to  have  a  minister  placed 
over  them.  He  preached  for  them  in  their  school-bouses,  and  expects 
to  visit  them  aeam. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  exploration  of  the  State  and  to  establish  mis- 
sions where  needed,  Mr.  Shoemaker,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Board, 
was  appointed  superintendent  of  missions  for  the  State.  He  will  retian 
his  connection  with  the  congregation  at  Emporia,  and  is  to  have  a 
voung  man  as  an  assistant  to  take  charge  of  his  congregation  during 
nis  absence,  and  to  assist  him  in  his  work ;  for  whom  an  appropriation 
is  to  be  made  by  the  Board.  It  is  believed  that  this  arrangement  will 
be  productive  qf  good  and  permanent  results.  It  is  proper  here  to  add, 
that  the  Board  ofMissions  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio  has  also  a  number  of 
missions  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  that  those  established  by  our 
Board  will  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  those  of  the  Ohio  Board,  but 
tend  rather  to  assist  and  strengthen  them.  Appropriations  last  year' 
I300;  the  coming  year,  $400,    Pastor,  J.  G.  Shoemaker. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Napa, — During  the  course  of  the  past  vear,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Kniegcr, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Board,  withdrew  from  this  mission,  and  sought 
another  field  of  usefulness  in  the  East.  Several  efforts  have  been  made 
to  secure  a  suitable  person  to  take  his  place ;  but  thus  far  without  suc- 
cess. There  are,  however,  some  prospects,  that  the  vacancy  will  be 
filled  at  no  distant  day.  The  mission,  since  it  lost  its  pastor,  has  been 
under  the  supervision  and  care  of  the  Classis  of  San  Francisco.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  $200. 

Alameda, — ^This  mission,  in  the  neighborhood  of  San  Francisco,  has 
been  without  a  pastor  for  a  part  of  the  year  just  closed.  The  mission- 
ary, who  was  placed  over  it  more  than  a  year  ago,  was  not  deemed  a 
suitable  person  for  the  field,  and  the  Classis,  under  a  sense  of  duty,  and 
with  a  feeling  of  deep  regret,  found  it  necessary  to  request  him  to  with- 
draw before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  mission  has  been  cherished  by 
the  Classis  and  cared  for,  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  pastor  of  the  church 
at  San  Francisco,  the  Rev.  Julius  Fuendeling.  The  Board  decided  to 
send  another  missionary  to  labor  at  Alameda  and  San  Francisco  as 
soon  as  a  suitable  person  can  be  found,  with  an  appropriation  of  $250. 

OREGON. 

Portland, — Members,  no.  Baptisms,  11.  S.  S.  scholars,  60.  Cost 
of  property,  $7,200 ;  but  its  value  is  much  greater ;  local  objects,  fSoo. 
A  debt  has  been  incurred  for  improvement  in  the  church  and  on  the 
street  of  $365.  A  goodly  number  of  church  papers  is  taken.  A  mis- 
sionary society  is  soon  to  be  organized.  The  mission  is  making  en- 
couraging proeressy  and  its  pastor  expects  to  declare  it  self-supporting 
by  the  end  of  the  coming  year.    It  has  been  under  the  care  of  the 


47 

Board  six  years,  and  the  sixth  anniversary  of  its  existence  was  cele- 
brated in  the  month  of  September  amidst  general  rejoicing.  The  pas- 
tor suffers  opposition  and  even  persecution  from  without ;  but  he  is  sus- 
tained by  his  people,  and  the  work  of  the  Lord  continues  to  go  on. 
Portland  has  a  population  of  21,000  inhabitants.  Six  years  ago  it  had 
12,000;  at  no  distant  day  it  will  be  the  g^eatcity  of  the  North  Pacific 
coast,  like  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore  in  the  East. 

The  missionary  at  Portland  has  been  preaching  at  various  other 
points  in  the  State ;  at  Cornelius,  where  there  is  a  congregation  of 
eighteen  members ;  at  Sandy,  where,  twelve  members  are  waitmg  to  be 
organized  into  a  church,  and  at  Sandy  Ridge,  and  at  other  points.    I 
this  kind  of  work  he  has  been  assisted  by  Rev.  Lange  of  the  missio 
at  Canby.     It  is  plain  that  at  least  one  or  more  missionaries  should  b 
sent  into  this  fieW  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  Board 
made  an  appropriation  of  $1 50.     Appropriation  last  year,  $yx> ;  for  the 
coming  year,  $200.    Pastor,  John  Gantenbein. 

Saiem. — Two  congregations ;  one  at  Salem,  the  other  at  Waldo  Hills. 
The  one  at  Salem  is  still  under  the  necessity  of  worshipping  in  a  hall, 
which  is  a  serious  drawback  to  the  pprowth  and  progress  of  the  congre- 
gation. The  Board  regrets  exceedingly  that  it  has  not  been  in  a  con- 
dition to  give  it  any  help  in  its  efforts  to  supply  itself  with  a  suitable 
house  of  worship.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  a  church  building  fund  may 
soon  be  created  for  the  purpose  of  giving  help  to  this  and  other  strug- 
gling missions  in  erecting  cnapels  or  churches.  The  Waldo  Hills  con- 
gregation has  succeeded  in  putting  up  a  small  church,  in  which,  al- 
though not  yet  c^uite  finished,  it  has  been  worshipping.  The  cost  of  the 
church  thus  far  is  between  $500  and  |6oo.  No  debt  has  been  contracted. 
The  missionary  has  been  preaching  occasionally  at  other  points ;  but 
much  of  his  time  has  been  occupied  in  collecting  the  funds  to  pay  for 
the  new  church.  Thus  he  has  been  prevented  from  making  explora- 
tions in  the  regions  beyond ;  such  exploration  is  very  desirable,  and 
would  be  productive  of  good  results.  Membership,  45.  The  missionary 
reports  that  his  little  Rock  maintain  their  courage,  and  are  faithful  in  at- 
tendance at  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary.  Appropriation  last  year, 
$250  ;  this  year,  the  same.    Pastor,  J.  Muehlhaupt. 

Canby,  Clackamas  County. — One  conpregation,  German.  Members, 
27.  Baptisms,  j.  Addition,  6.  S.  S.  scholars,  27.  A  church  has  been 
put  up  at  Meridian  during  thepast  year,  costing,  thus  far,  $350.  It  has 
some  debt  resting  upon  it.  The  Board  appropriated  $100  to  assist  in 
its  erection,  for  which  both  the  pastor  and  members  express  their 
warmest  gratitude,  for  the  help  thus  extended  to  them  in  tneir  time  of 
need.  Tne  church  is  not  yet  finished,  and  as  the  members  are  poor, 
they  have  a  strong  claim  upon  the  brethren  for  further  help.  It  is 
hoped  that  benevolent  persons  in  the  Church  may  extend  to  this  mis- 
sion a  friendly  hand,  and  do  something  to  assist  it  in  building  its  hum- 
ble sanctuary,  which  is  to  it  as  precious  as  the  most  stately  church  is  to 
those  more  highly  favored.  The  missionary  travels  far  and  wide,  over 
a  large  extent  of  territory.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200 ;  this  year,  the 
same.    Pastor,  Julius  Lange. 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

Italia  Walla, — No  report  from  this  mission.  The  missionary  was 
urged  by  Classis  to  transfer  his  labors  to  the  promising  fields  in  Or^pon ; 
but  he  has  not  seen  his  way  clear  to  withdraw  from  nis  present  neld« 
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hoping  that  he  will  yet  overcome  the  difficulties  in  his  way,  and  suc- 
ceed in  building  up  a  Reformed  church  at  Walla  Walla.  Appropria- 
tion last  year,  $200 ;  this  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  George  Maecnter- 
sheimer. 

Uhinus  Union. — In  accordance  with  the  instruction  of  the  Synod  of 
the  United  States  last  year,  we  embody  the  report  of  the  missionary 
operations  of  the  Ursinus  Union,  a  copy  of  which  accopipanies  dib  re- 
port. 

The  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Treasurer,  reports,  that  the  amount 
of  funds,  under  the  direction  of  Ursinus  Union,  received  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  old  Synod,  is  $988.52.  A  part  of  this  was  sent  to  the 
treasury  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  the  balance 
appropriated  to  different  missionary  points  in  the  east. 

SUMMARY. 

Number  of  missions 58 

Members ; 3*408 

Additions  during  the  year 655 

Baptisms  during  the  year ^ * 480 

Sunday-School  scholars 3»3^ 

Amount  col.  for  benev.  during  the  year $958 

For  local  objects $21,478 

Value  of  church  property  is  somewhat  greater  than  last  year ;  and  the 

indebtedness  is  somewhat  smaller. 

MISSIONARY  PAPER. 

The  matter  of  publishing  a  missionar}-  paper  has  been  considered 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Board,  and  the  necessity  of  such  help  for  the 
spread  of  missionary  intelligence,  for  the  awakening  of  a  missionary 
spirit,  and  for  the  increase  of  liberality  in  the  Church,  has  been  sensi- 
bly felt  for  a  long  time.  The  way,  however,  did  not  seem  open  for 
such  an  undertaking  until  the  present  year.  Three  numbers  of  the  pa- 
per have  already  appeared.  It  is  published  monthly.  Price  of  sub- 
scription, 50  cents  per  year.  It  is  conducted  by  the  Superintendent  of 
missions,  without  any  additional  expense  to  the  Board.  Its  title  is 
"  Reformed  Missionary  Herald.'*  All  its  articles  are  intended  to  have 
a  bearing  on  the  cause  of  missions.  Thus  far  it  has  been  well  received. 
The  prospects  at  present  are,  that  it  will  cover  expenses  and  leave  a 
balance  of  profit,  which  is  to  be  devoted  to  missions.  If  it  comes  to  be 
well  patronized  in  our  churches,  its  margin  of  profit  will  be  considera- 
ble. 

NEW  FIELDS. 

Hitherto,  for  want  of  necessary  means,  the  Board  has  not  been  able 
to  occupy  many  of  the  new  and  interesting  fields,  which  have  presented 
themselves  as  worthy  of  our  attention.  But  we  believe,  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  the  benevolence  and  increasing  liberality  of  the 
Church  will  justify  us  in  going  forward  and  enlarging  the  sphere  of  our 
missionary  operations.  The  Board  accordingly,  at  its  late  meeting, 
agreed  to  appropriate  $1,000  during  the  coming  year  for  the  location  of 
new  missions  in  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Colorado,  as  soon  as  suitable 
locations  are  decided  on,  and  proper  men  can  be  secured  to  fill  them. 
As  already  said,  two  or  more  missionaries  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Padfic 
Coast,  as  soon  as  Providence  points  out  to  us  the  men  that  are  adapted 
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for  this  kind  of  work.  It  is  further  believed,  that  flourishing  missions 
may  be  established  in  a  number  of  our  large  cities,  such  as  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  Boston,  and  other  places,  also  at  various  points  in  the 
Southern  States.  The  spirit  of  missions  is  beginning  to  grow  and  in- 
crease in  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina,  and  its  destitute  places  call 
loudly  for  our  assistance.  May  God  grant  that,  as  a  Church,  we 
may  not  be  deaf  to  the  many  calls  of  our  children,  who  cry  to  us  for  the 
bread  of  life  ! 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

From  the  treasurer's  report,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  contributions  of  the 
churches  for  the  support  of  our  missions  during  the  past  year  have  been 
somewhere  between  $15,000  and  $16,000.  The  indebtedness  for 
moneys  borrowed  in  former  years  to  carry  forward  the  operations  of 
the  Board,  something  over  $1,200,  is  all  paid  off;  and  the  amount  due 
missionaries  for  salary  is  smaller,  considerably,  than  it  has  been  at  the 
end  of  previous  years.  On  the  first  of  October,  this  amount  was  $2,000, 
with  about  $1,000  in  the  treasury.  For  the  coming  year  the  Board  will 
need  $15,000,  in  order  to  meet  the  current  expenses  ;  foi* which  we  sug- 
gest that  the  different  Synods  concerned  be  requested  to  take  measures 
for  raising  the  following  sums : 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States $  8,500 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac $  3,750 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh $  2,750 

>|e  «  «  «  9|c  «  * 

In  concluding  this  report,  we  must  congratulate  the  reverend  Synods 
on  the  measure  of  prosperity  which  has  crowned  our  missionary  labors 
during  the  past  year.  Missionary  societies  have  sprung  up  in  all  di- 
rections. Missionary  festivals  have  been  held  with  good  effect;  and 
our  ministers  have  preached  with  more  than  usual  earnestness  on  the 
subject  of  missions.  The  contributions  are  double  in  amount  of  what 
was  reported  last  jrear ;  and  in  considerable  excess  of  what  has  been 
grivcn  during  any  previous  year  of  our  history  as  a  Church.  From  the 
summary  already  given,  it  will  also  appear,  that  the  number  of  members 
in  our  missions,  baptisms,  additions,  Sunday-school  scholars,  and  the 
amounts  given  for  benevolent  and  local  objects  are  also  in  excess  of  what 
was  reported  during  previous  years  ;  so  that  whilst  our  churches  have  iji- 
creased  their  gifts,  thtf  blessing  of  God  hag  also,  at  the  same  time,  rested 
upon  the  labors  of  our  missionaries.  For  all  this,  we  have  great  reason 
to  be  thankful  to  Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  has  visited 
His  plantation,  and  given  us  the  precious  rains  of  His  grace. 

Many  things  have  conspired  m  bringing  about  th^se  results;  the 
chief  of  which,  no  doubt,  is  the  peace  sentiment  which  is  coming  to  pre- 
vail more  and  more  in  our  churches.  This  had  much  to  do  in  swelling 
our  contributions  to  the  amount  which  has  been  reported,  by  promoting 
the  peace  offerings.  What  is  required  of  us  in  these  circumstances  seems 
to  be  plain  and  simple  ;  and  that  is,  that  we  should  just  continue  in  the 
course  upon  which  the  Chief  Shepherd  has  brought  us.  Having  led  us 
thus  far.  He  will  continue  to  lead  us  still  further,  and  enable  us  to 
achieve  still  greater  results  for  His  own  glory.  We  should  be  vigilant, 
more  so  in  the  future  than  in  the  past,  lest  our  work,  which  now  has 
made  such  an  auspicious  beginning,  should  be  marred  during  the 
coming  year,  and  suffer  from  a  relapse  into  the  errors  and  mistakes  of 
the  past.  To  avoid  everything  of  the  nature  of  a  reaction,  the  con- 
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science  of  the  Church  should  be  kept  alive.  Our  preaching  should  be  more 
earnest,  with  a  constant  bearing  on  the  spread  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Earnest  prayer  should  also  be  offered  up  continually,  and  at  stated 
timeSp  alsa,  that,  whilst  we  are  planting  and  watering,  God  may  give  us 
a  still  more  plentiful  increase ;  and  to  His  great  name.  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost,  shall  be  all  the  honor  and  f^lory,  as  it  was  in  the  beginning, 
as  it  is  now,  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without  end.  Amen.  ' 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORE  APPEL,  Superintendent, 
.  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Oct.  9,  x88o. 


III.     REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE  TRI-SYNODIC  BOARD  OF 

MISSIONS. 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformtd  Church  in  the  United  States, 

In  submitting  my  annual  Report,  it  affords  me  sincere  gratification  to 
state,  that  the  nnances  of  the  Board  are  in  a  niuch  more  favorable  con- 
dition than  they  were  last  year.  Nearly  every  section  of  the  Church 
seems  to  have  awakened  n'om  the  culpable  lethargy  which  formerly 
prevailed,  and  responded,  with  commendable  liberality,  to  the  appesds 
made  for  means  to  carry  on  the  great  work  of  Missions. 

By  comparing  the  present  with  my  last  year's  Report,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  total  contributions  amount  to  nearly  double  what  they  were  the 
previous  year : 

Synod  of  the  United  States, 

Qassis  of  Philadelphia $413-94 

"        Tohickon 552.96 

"        Goshenhoppen 1,164.40 

•*        East  Pennsylvania r,oi6.50 

"        Lebanon 1,060.10 

**         Lancaster 970.78 

**         East  Susquehanna 332.28 

"        West  Susquehanna 736.71 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States ^..  $6,247.67 

Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

Clasftis  of  Zion $',031.33 

'•        Maryland i>57S.8$ 

•*        Mercei%burg i>543.7S 

"        Virginia 305.4$ 

**        San  Francisco 50.00 

"        North  Carolina 3.25 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac ^,512,66 


Synod  of  Pittsburgh, 

Qassis  of  Saint  Paul ^    36.39 

«*        Somerset 40.00 

From  Treasurer  of  Synod 2,705.00 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh 12,781.39 

Carried  over 113^41.73 
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Amount  brought  over Ii3y54l*72 

Miscellaneous  Sourees. 

Conected  by  Rev.  F.  Fox  for  Missions  on  Pacific  Coast...  ^526.76 

Interest  on  Loans  and  Legacies 150.00 

Collection  at  Synod  of  Lebanon 22.29 

Received  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Good,  Assessment  of  General  Synod  ^ 

on  Synod  of  Ohio,  to  pay  indebtedness  to  Geo.  Gelbach,  \  175.00 

Esq.,  who  donated  the  same  to  the  Board j 

Prom  sundry  sources,  loans  (since  paid),  etc 667.88 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Sept.  2, 1879 128.11 

^1,670.04 

Total  from  all  sources 115,211.76 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  orders  of  the  Board  during  year If4.0f5.06 

Paid  Treasurer  of  Iowa  Classis 232.84 

Balance  in  the  Treasury 963.86 

115,211.76 

In  addition  to  the  above-named  contributions,  I  received  from  sundry 
sources  during  the  year,  the  sum  of  $319.40  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel 
in  Washineton  City,  D.  C. 

The  total  amount  of  Peace-offerings  during  the  year,  included  in  the 
foregoing  statement,  was  $1,358.^4.  The  net  amount  contributed  by 
the  Church  during  the  synodicai  year  for  Missions  and  Washington 
City  Chapel  is  $14,444.05. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer. 

Harrisburg,  Oct.  II,  1880. 

The  undersigned,  appointed  a  committee  to  audit  the  foregoing  ac- 
count of  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  respectfully  report,  that  they 
have  attended  to  said  duty  and  find  a  balance  of  nme  hundred  and 
sixty-three  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  at  this 
date,  October  11,  1880. 

W.  H.  H.  Snyder. 

D.  W.  Gross. 

IV.  REPORT  OF  STANDING  CX)MMnTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

Your  Committee  on  Miflsions  would  respectfully  present  the  following  as 
their  report : 

There  have  been  referred  to  us  for  oonsideration  the  Reports  of  the  Tri- 
Svnodic  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  an  overture  from  Revs.  C.  Cort  and  8. 
\  Long,  of  Iowa  Classis,  the  special  claioas  of  the  Virginia  Valley  upon  the 
Board,  and  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Elder  Wm.  A.  Wilt,  a  member 
of  this  Board. 

From  the  Missionary  report  of  the  Board  we  learn,  with  pleasure,  that  the 
work  has  been  carried  forward,  during  the  year,  with  commendable  zeal  and 
encouraging  success.  We  have  cause  for  ^titude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the 
<^arch  for  the  bleesings  vouchsafe<l  to  this  department  of  labor,  in  the  exten- 
iion  of  His  kingdom  in  the  world.  There  are  thirty-eight  missions  under  the 
care  of  the  Bos^.    Of  this  number  ten  are  within  the  territory  of  this  Synod. 
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We  have  the  graiify^ing  intelligence,  that  the  contribations  for  mimions,  dnring 
tlie  past  year,  are  double  that  of  last  year,  and  in  excess  of  the  contribations  of 
any  previous  year  in  our  history  as  a  Church,  amounting  to  over  $15,000.00. 
This  increa<«e  is  to  be  credited,  in  part,  to  the  peace  sentiment  that  has  come  to 
prevail,  and  in  part,  also,  to  the  organization  of  auxiliary  missionary  aodetieB 
in  some  of  our  congregations,  which  are  productive  of  great  good.  We  learn 
with  pleasure,  also,  of  the  good  prospects  of  the  Reformed  Miasionary  Herald, 
and  trust  it  will  prove  an  efficient  agent  in  promoting  this  good  cause. 

In  view  of  the  large  and  extending  field,  the  earncAt appeals  for  help  coming 
np  from  many  Hireciions,  and  the  self-denying  devotion  of  the  missionaries 
themselves,  it  behooves  us  as  a  Synod  to  give  this  cause  our  most  earnest  co- 
operation with  our  prayers  and  alms.     Therefore, 

.  Re^olvcdt  That  this  Synod  ajtsumes  the  $3,75000  suggested  by  the  Board  as 
our  iwrtion  of  the  $15,000.00  needed  to  carry  forward  the  work  now  in  hand^ 
and  that  it  1>e  apportioned  as  follows:  Marvland  Claasis,  $1,150.00:  Zion*s 
Claasis,  $1,150.00 ;  Mcrcersburg  Cla.ssis, $1,100.00 :  Virginia  Claasis,  $300.00; 
North  C-arolina  Classis,  $100.00 ;  San  Francisco  Cfassis,  $50.00 ;  and  Portland- 
Oregon  Classis,  $25.00.     Making  $3,875.00. 

Resolvtdt  That  we  have  heard  with  pleasure  of  the  forward  movement  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  lot  for  the  erection  of  a  Chapel, 
and  it  is  hereby  ur^ed  upon  the  several  Classes  and  pastoral  charges  of  this 
Synod,  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  raise  and  pay  the  several  amounts 
apportioned  on  them  for  this  purpose. 

Resoh^ed,  That  this  Synod  reiterate  its  action  as  touching  the  work  of  missions 
in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and  that  the  representatives  of  this  Synod  in  tlie 
Board  of  Missions  be  directed  to  earnestly  and  urgently  present  these  claims 
before  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions. 

As  to  the  communications  from  Bev.  C  Cort,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Missions,  of  Iowa  Classis,  and  Rev.  S.  C.  Long,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  said 
Classis,  in  reference  to  the  resolution  at  the  Synod  of  York,  Pa.,  in  1876,  re- 
questing the  Board  of  Missions  to  appropriate  $500.00  for  missions  in  Iowa 
Classis,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Synod  of  Hagerstown  in  1878,  requesting  the 
pastors  to  take  special  collections  for  the  payment  of  the'*  implie<l  obligation,*' 
your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  as  a  statement  of  the 
lacts  in  the  case,  viz : 

At  the  Synod  of  York,  Pa.,  in  1876,  the  Board  of  Missions  in  its  annual  re- 
port state*'  the  amount  that  would  be  necessary  to  carrv  forward  the  work  then 
m  hand,  during  the  current  year,  and  asked  this  Synod  to  assume  and  provide 
for  the  raising  of  $3,500.00  of  said  amount,  which  was  done  and  apportioned 
among  the  several  Classes.  After  this  had  been  done,  and  without  making 
provision  for  the  raising  of  any  additional  amount,  the  Synod  was  induced  by 
resolution  to  instruct  the  Board  to  appropriate  of  the  $3,500.00,  necessary  to 
carry  forward  the  work  then  in  hand,  and  to  meet  the  obligations  already 
assumed,  $500.00  for  Iowa  Classis,  and  $500.00  for  Virginia  Classis.  This 
iiistruction  the  Board  did  not,  and  could  not,  heed,  so  long  as  prior  obligations 
were  binding  upon  it,  and  without  additional  funas  specially  provided. 

At  the  subsequent  Synod  of  Hagerstown,  in  1878,  this  subject  was  again 
before  us  by  an  overture  from  Rev.  C.  Cort,  of  Iowa  Classis,  and  then  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  requesting  all  the  pastors  to  take  up  special  collections  for 
the  payment  of  the  ''implied  obligations.''  Thi.s,  it  would  seem,  was  only 
partially  done,  probably  becau.se  of  other  and  imperative  claims. 

These  communications,  therefore,  are  in  error,  when  the  action  of  this  Synod 
in  the  case  is  construed  to  mean  "pledges"  in  the  ordinarv  sense  of  said 
term.  We  have  regarded  the  claims  of  our  Mission  Board  as  prior  to  all 
others.    We  recognise  Iowa  Classis  as  comprising  promising  missionary  tern- 
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tOTj,  and  we  are  in  sympathy  with  the  self-denjing  efforts  of  the  brethren  in 
that  Claasis  to  push  rorward  the  cause  of  missions ;  therefore, 

'  Saolvedf  That  we  regard  the  Iowa  field  as  a  most  hopeful  field  of  missionary 
activity  for  the  Reformed  Church ;  and  that  we  eameBtly  recommend  to  all  the 
pastoral  charges  belonging  to  this  Synod  to  make  exertions  in  raising  mission- 
ary funds  to  exceed  the  amounts  respectively  apportioned  to  them,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  surplus  funds  to  send  to  expend  in  supporting  missions  in 
that  quarter. 

Beioived,  That,  because  of  obligations  already  assumed,  we  cannot  make  a 
definite  appropriation  for  their  relief. 

Reserved,  That  this  Synod  requests  the  Classes  to  give  special  attention  to 
the  claims  of  missions,  to  urge  tlie  importance  of  Systematic  Benevolence,  the 
further  introduction  of  Missionary  Societies  in  congregations  and  Sunday- 
schools,  the  holding  of  missionary  festivals,  and  the  adoption  of  such  measures 
"as  will  best  secure  the  largest  amount  of  money  and  most  widely  extend  our 
missionary  operations. 

Resolred^  That  this  Synod  has  heard  with  profound  regret  of  the  death  of 
Eldier  William  A.  Wilt,  of  York,  Pa.,  who  died  Sept.  5th,  1880,  after  a  short 
illness — a  man  of  ripe,  Christian  character,  and  of  great  moral  worth — a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Church,  and  an  efiBcient  member  of  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions since  the  organization  of  this  Synod.  While  we  mourn  his  loss  to  us,  we 
rejoice  in  the  assurance  that  he  died  in  the  faith  and  has  entered  upon  his  re- 
ward, and  his  works  do  follow  him. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  R.  ESCHBACH, 
W.  K.  ZlEBER, 

8.  F.  Laury, 

Ch  AS.  F.  SONTAG, 

C.  A.  Shultz, 
Sam'l  Dutrow. 
Sam*l  D.  Piper.  J 


CommiUu* 


An  interesting  missionary  meeting  was  held  on  Saturday  evening, 
at  which  a  collection,  amounting  to  $58.68,  was  lifted  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Mint  Spring  Mission,  in  Augusta  county,  Ya. 


By  reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic 
Board  of  Missions,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Classes  comprising  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac  contributed,  during  the  past  Synodical  year, 
more  than  one  thousand  dollars  in  excess  of  the  sum  assigned  to  the 
Sjmod  to  be  raised  during  the  year. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  viz : 

jReiolvedj  That  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions  be  and  is  hereby  requested 
to  prepare  a  plan  or  plans,  and  specifications  for  the  building  of  chapels  by 
missionary  congregations  under  its  charge. 

At  the  election  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  held  during 
the  session  of  Saturday  Afternoon,  Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach  and  £. 
N.  Kremer  were  elected  as  members  of  the  Synodic  Board  of  Mis- 
sions for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  Elder  S.  Dutrow  for  two  years. 
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3IEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  AND  TERMS  OF  SERYICE. 


KeT.  E.  R.  Eschbach, 
•*    E.  N.  Kremer, 
••    G.  W.  Welker, 
"    J.O.Miller, 
'  Elder  R.  Dutrow, 
**     G.  S.  Griffith. 

Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer, 


4  yearn, 
4  " 
3  •* 
2  " 
2  " 
1  year, 
1 


*( 


October,  1884. 
1884. 
"  1883. 
*'  1882. 
"  1882. 
"  1881. 
"        1881. 


ARTICLE   XV. 


"  27. 
Dec.  16, 


tt 


tt 


FINANCE. 

I.  treasurer's  report. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  presented  and 
read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  FinancC|  for 
the  purpose  of  being  audited.    The  Report  is  as  follows : 

Lewis  H.  Steiner,   Treagwrer,  in  aeeount  with  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of 

the  Reformed  Church. 

DR. 

Oct.  24,  1879.    To  Balance  in  the  Treasury,  .  1391.83 

To  cash  from  collection  at  Missionary  Meeting 

in  Frederick,   ....  42.70 

To  loan  froDi  Board  of  Education,  being  amount 
of  legacy  of  Jacob  Stoudenour.  of  Friend's 
Cove,  Pa.,  to  Treasurer  of  Miid  Board,  the 
interest  of  which  is  to  be  applied  to  its  char- 
itable uses,  ....  200.00 
April  10, 1880.    To  cash— Bequest  from   Philip  Brechbill   to 

Synod, — the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  paid 
annually  to  the  Pastor  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  at  Churchtown,  Cumberland  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  forwarded  by  check,  dated  April  2, 
1880.  from  S.  M.  Leidich,  Esq.,  for  $200.50, 
including  50c.  for  expenses,  200.50 

To  cash  from  Rev.  J.  A.  Hoffheins,  Treasurer 
of  Virginia  Classis, — balance  due  on  assess- 
ment for  1879'80,  for  contingent  expenses,  10.00 

To  cash  from  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatnck,  Treasurer 
of  Mercersburg  Classis,  assessment  of  said 
Classis  for  1879-'80.       .  160.00 

To  cash  from  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  Treasurer  of 
Maryland  Classis,  assefflment  of  said  Classis 
forl879-'80,     ....  ISO.OO 

To  cash  from  Rev.  T.  Long,  Treasurer  of  NoAh 
Carolina  Classis,  assessment  of  said  Classb 
forl879-'80,    .  .  40.00 


May  26, 


June  21, 


Sept.    9, 


** 


«« 


K 


Oct. 


o. 


« 


$1,205.03 
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CONTBA.  CK. 

Oct.  27, 1879.    By  cash  to  Bev.  J.  0.  Miller,  per  order  of  Synod,  122.00 
•*      "      "        By  cash  to  Bev.  R^E.  Hi|?b€«--ezpeiiBeii  of  com- 
mittee on  music  for  hymn-book,    .               .  25.20 
"      Vf    "        By  cash  to  R  F.  Kelker,' Treasurer  of  Foreign 

Missions,         ....  42.70 

Dec  16,    "        By  cash  to  Louis  Markell  on  loan  made  by  him 

to  Synod  for  Board  of  Publication,               .  200.00 

Jan.  24,  1880.    By  cash  to  Small  A  Welsh,  for  printing  Min- 
utes,               ....  tl9.00 
"     "      "        By  cash  to  Bev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk, 

expenses,        ....  15.00 

April  to,   "         By  casli  to  Louis  Markell  on  loan,     .  200.00 

May  27,    "         By  cash  to  Louis  Markell  on  loan,                     .  200.00 

June  21,  "•        By  cash  to  Bey.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk, 

salary,            ....  100.00 

OcL5,        "        Balance  in  Treasury,                  .  281  .IS 


11,205.03 


Delinquent  OUuiis. 
Zion's  dassis  for  contingent  expenses  for  1879-*80,     .  1160.00 

LiabUUiee  of  Sifnod, 

Stoodenour  Bequest  to  Board  of  Education,  drawing  interest 

from  December  16, 1879,         ....  $200.00 

Brechbill  Bequest  to  Churchtown  Church,  drawing  interest  from 

April  2,  1880,           .....  200.00 

Balance  due  on  Markell  loan,  with  interest  to  Oct.  13, 1880,       .  297 .20 

Assessment  of  General  Synod,        .               .               .               .  260.00 

$957.20 
Of  the  aboye,  proyision  must  be  made  for  the  piyment  of  the  last  two  items, 
and  of  the  interest  on  the  first  two.    The  probaolc  expenses  of  Synod  for  the 
coming  year,  as  also  those  of  the  Sessions  of  1880,  must  be  provided  for. 

It  is  suggested  that  some  action  be  had  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  payment 
of  the  Br^bill  interest  to  the  Churchtown  pastor. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

Lewis  H.  Steimeb. 


II.    REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  their  report, 
during  Monday  morning's  session,  which  was  received  and  adopted, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Beverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  report,  that  they  haye  examined  the  Treasu- 
rer's Report,  with  the  accompanying  youchers.  and  find  it  to  be  correct,  with  a 
balance  of  1^281.13  in  the  treasury.  To  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Synod, 
and  the  reduction  of  loan  ordered  by  the  Synod,  your  Committee  recommend 
the  following  assessments: 
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Zion'fl       ClaBsifl, $160.00 

Maryland      " 160.00 

Mercereburg  •*            160.00 

Virginia        " 40.00 

North  Carolina  Classip,      .                 .        .        .        .        .        ,        .  25.00 


Making      ....         $545.00 
Respectfully  Bubmitted. 

J.  O.  Miller, 
J.  M.  Schick, 
S.  L.  Whitmore, 
Joel  J.  Kossiteb, 
John  P.  Reed» 
I.  H.  Keeper, 
W.  H.  Baroelt. 


ChmmiUee, 


On  motion,  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay  two 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Greneral  Synod, 
said  sum  beinfi;  the  amount  assessed  upon  this  Synod  in  1878  by  the 
General  Synod  for  Ck)ntingent  Fund. 

III.  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  presented  their  annual  report  to 
Synod,  during  the  session  of  Friday  morning,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

lb  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

The  Board  of  TruBtees  of  the  Svnod  of  the  Potomac  met  in  Frederick,  Md.,   ' 
Oct.  24,  1879,  and  wan  organized  by  electing  liev.  J.  O.  Miller,  President,  and 
Dr.  Lewis  H.  Steinor,  Secretary. 

The  Board  continueil  tlic  Rev.  M.  11.  Sangree  as  their  agent  to  collect  the 
balance  due  on  the  loan  effecte<l  by  them  by  order  of  the  Synod.  He  reports, 
that  he  has  been  unable  to  canvass  during  the  year,  and  has  therefore  accom- 
plished nothing.  We  sucgcst,  therefore,  inasmuch  as  it  is  difficult  to  liquidate 
the  remaining  indebteuness,  in  this  way,  that  the  Synod  advise  a  small  in- 
crease to  the  several  Classes  for  contingent  expenses,  and  in  this  way  the  in- 
debtedness of  ii'297.20  due  Louis  Markell  may  be  cancelled. 

In  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  Philip  Brechbill  legacy,  the  Board  suggeat 
that  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  pay  the  same, 
when  due,  to  the  Rev.  George  K.  Addams,  pastor  of  the  Churchtown  congre- 
gation, or  his  successor  in  office.  And  further,  that  the  interest  on  the  loan 
from  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  Synod,  the  Treasurer  be  authorized,  in 
the  same  way,  to  pay  to  the  Rev.  William  M.  Deatrick,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  likiucation. 

And  still  further,  the  Boanl  calls  the  attention  of  this  Synod  to  the  fad,  that 
the  term  of  office  of  the  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  as  Trustee,  expires  January  Ist, 
1881,  and  a  successor  will  have  to  be  chosen  to  fill  his  place. 

J.  O.  Miller,  President  of  the  Board, 


At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod, 
Rev.  J.  T.  Rossiter  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Synod  for  five  years. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  AND  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 

Rev.  J.  T.  RoRsiter,        ...        5  years,        .  Jantiary  1, 1886 

Elder  LoniR  Markell,'        .        .            4      "  .        .                  "  1,1886 

"     H.  WirtShriver,          .        .        3      "            .        .              "  1,1884 

Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,                       2     "  .        .                 "  1,1883 

Elder  I^wisH.Steiner,                  .       1  year,                 .              **  1,1882 


ARTICLE  XVI. 


APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

Nothing  occurred  under  this  head. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 


COMPLAINTS. 

Nothing  took  place  under  this  caption. 


ARTICLE   XVIII. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-school  Board  presented  its  annual  report,  which  was 
received,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Board  organized  at  the  close  of  the  sessions  of  the  last  Synod,  by  elect- 
ing Rev.  J.  W.  Santee,  President^  and  Ref .  A.  R.  Kremer,  Secretary  arid  Trta- 
gurer.  The  duties  of  the  Board  are  somewhat  undefined,  and  as  such,  no  busi- 
ness was  created  during  the  year,  claiming  attention,  and  the  B^ard  has  nothing 
special  to  report  According  to  custom  of  former  years,  the  Board  made  the 
following  order  to  be  observed  during  the  sessions  of  this  Synod,  and  would 
recommend  Friday  Evening  as  the  time,  and  the  following  the  subject  for  dis- 
cussion :  Sunday-school  Teathert  and  Sunday-school  LiUrature.  Speakers — Revs. 
W.  R.  H.  Deatrich  and  I.  S.  Weisz.  To  be  followed  by  short  addresses  by 
members  of  Synod. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  reports  that  he  has  in  hand  the  amount  of 
H9.77.  And  further,  the  term  of  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber  will  expire  with  this 
present  session,  and  asks  the  Synod  to  make  provision  for  the  election  of  a  sac- 
oessor. 

Respectfully  submitted; 

J.  W.  SAxmsE,  Prendeni. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted : 

Whebeas,  The  action  of  this  Synod,  one  year  ago,  on  the  matter  of  the 
Lespon  Papers,  did  not  secure,  at  the  hands^  of  those  having  control  in  the 
premises^  the  form  of  Lesson  Papers,  which  this  Synod  desires ;  and  Whereas, 
This  Synod  entertains  the  same  views  and  desires  as  expressed  in  last  year's 
action;  therefore. 
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lUaolvedy  That  the  action  of  last  Synod  be  reiterated  in  reeard  to  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  Sundaj-achool  Lessons,  according  to  the  oi^  of  the  Ghnrch 
Year. 

Bev.  Wm.  Rupp  was,  on  motion,  re-elected  the  member  from  this  Sjnod  of 
the  committee  to  prepare  such  lessons. 

The  Beformed  Church  Publication  Board  was,  on  motion,  requested  to 
munerate  him  in  the  future  for  his  labors. 


At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  different  Boards  of  Bynod 
Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber  was  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Sunday-flchool 
Board  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  AND  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 


Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber, 

5  Tears, 

October,  1885 

Elder  G.  8.  Griffith, 

4      " 

"      1884 

Bev.  D.  W.  Ebbert, 

>        .        o                   . 

"       1883 

Bev.  J.  W.  Santee, 

2      " 

'*       1882 

Bev.  A.  B.  Kremer, 

1  jear, 

"       1881 

ARTICLE  XIX. 


CHURCH  OOVBRNMBira. 

The  following  resolution,  in  reference  to  the  items  under  the 
heading  of  Irregularities  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes,  was  adopted,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  write  to  the  Stated  Clerks  of 
the  San  Franciftco  and  Portland-O^gon  Clashes,  respectfully  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  those  Classes  to  the  irregularities  in  their  action,  as  specified  under  items 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  of  said  Beport 

Items  7, 11  and  19  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Classes  were  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  A. 
R.  Kremer,  L.  M.  Hensell  and  Elder  J.  H.  Lichliter  for  considera- 
tion. At  a  subsequent  session,  this  committee  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  received,  amended,  and  adopted,  add  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  items  7,  11  and  19  of  the  Beport  on  Minutes  of 
Classes  were  referred  for  consideration,  be^  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port In  reference  to  item  7,  yolir  Committee  submit  the  following  resolution 
for  adoption. 

Resolvedf  That  this  Synod  has  learned  with  regret  that  the  Classis  of  San 
Francisco  has  transacted  business  without  a  constitutional  quonim,  and 
earnestly  enjoins  upon  said  Classis  to  avoid  such  irregularity  in  the  future. 

The  same  Classis,  according  to  item  19,  although  organized  with- 
out a  constitutional  quorum,  proceeded  to  examine,  license  and  or- 
dain Mr.  E.  De  Greller,  to  the  office  of  the  Christian  Ministry.    In 
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reference'to  this,  your  committee  would  offer  tlie  following  resolu- 
tion for  adoption : 

Re^olvedf  That  this  action  of  certain  ministers  of  the  raid  San  Francisco 
dassis,  in  ordaining  Mr.  E.  De  Greller,  is  irregular,  however  unavoidable  it 
may  have  seemed  under  the  circumstances,  and  the  Synod  instructs  all  con- 
cerned to  adhere  rigidly  to  the  law  of  the  Church  in  a  matter  of  so  great  im- 
portance; and,  further,  that  this  Synod,  inasmuch  as  said  ordination  has 
actnally  been  performed,  with  good  and  loyal  intention,  as  appears  on  the 
record,  hereby  validates  the  same. 

Your  Committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  item  11. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

^  A.  R  Kbemeb,    1 

L.  M.  Hen8ei«l,    j-   Chmmittee* 

J.  H.  LiCHLITEB,  J 

ARTICLE  XX. 


PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk,  in  regard 
to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Seventh  Annual  Meeting 
of  Synod,  and  was  adopted. 

REPORT  ON   PUBLISHING  MINUTES. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  report,  that  he  had  two  thousand  copies  of  the 
Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Synod  printed  and 
bound  in  pamphlet  form,  according  to  instructions,  and  distributed  the-m 
agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  in  the  case.  The  Minutes  number  eifl^ht 
pa^  more  than  those  of  the  previous  year,  but  actually  cost  $5.25  less.  The 
Minutes  were  printed  and  bound  by  Messrs.  Small  and  Welsh,  of  York,  Pa., 
at  a  cost  of  $1 19,  which  was  punctually  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  CUrk, 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  thousand  copies  of 
the  Minutes  of  the  present  sessions,  duly  authenticated,  printed,  and 
to  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 

On  motion,  the  printing  of  the  Minutes  was  ordered  to  be  offered 
to  the  Reformed  Church  rublication  Board,  for  the  present  year. 

I.     ANNUAL   REPORT  OF  THE   REFORMED  CHURCH  PUBLICATION 

BOARD. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board 
was  received  and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  C)ommittee 
on  Publication.    The  Report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  from  August  ist^  iSyg^ 

to  July  J  1st,  i88o. 

To  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Potomac,  the 
Board  of  Publication  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  re- 
spectfully submits  the  following  report : 
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The  Board  has  had  three  meetings  during  the  year,  and  at  each  of 
them  given  earnest  attention  to  the  interests  entrusted  to  their  care.  It 
affords  them  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  a  decided  improvement 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Board,  especially  as  compared  with  its  operations 
during  the  previous  year.  In  all  the  departments,  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  receipts  of  the  Board,  and  in  the  case  of  some  of  the 
periodicals,  it  has  been  very  decided.  None  of  the  latter  also  have 
alien  off  in  the  number  of  subscribers,  whilst  in  the  case  of  some  of 
them,  the  increase  over  all  discontinuances  is  quite  encouraging.  The 
excess  of  additions  over  discontinuances  in  each  case  is  as  follows : 
Messenger,  1 167 ;.  Guardian,  337 ;  Review,  35 ;  Child's  Treasury,  month- 
ly, 384,  Semi-monthly,  506;  Sunshii#,  1,253,  ^^^  Lesson  Papers,  462. 

In  the  Book  department  there  has  been  a  slight  improvement,  and 
this  might  be  made  decidedly  more  so  in  the  future,  wete  proper  encour- 
agement extended  to  it  generally  by  the  Church.  Funds  are  needed  to 
get  out  new  works,  which  would  add  materiallv  to  the  interest  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  workings  of  this  department,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  some 
friends  of  means  in  the  Church  may  be*  induced  to  make  liberal  contri- 
butions for  this  purpose,  as  is  done  in  other  Churches.  In  many 
instances  members  of  the  Church,  also,  purchase  their  books  for  Sun- 
day-schools and  other  Church  purposes,  elsewhere,  under  the  mistaken 
nption,  that  they  thus  obtain  them  at  a  less  cost.  Such,  however,  are 
the  arrangements  of  the  Board  with  other  houses,  that  their  books  are 
furnished  to  it  at  such  rates  as  to  enable  the  Board  to  sell  them  to  others 
at  the  same  prices,  as  they  can  be  purchased  by  them  directly  from  these 
houses  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  afford  a  small  profit  to  the 
Board.  Should  the  mistaken  notion  to  which  we  refer  be  corrected,  and 
the  patronage  of  the  Church  given  to  the  Board  in  preference  to  other 
houses,  it  would  greatly  add  to  the  efficiency  and  success  of  the  Book  de- 
partment. And  may  it  not  be  hoped  that  the  desired  change  will  take 
place  ?  The  number  of  copies  of  books,  &c.,  printed  for  this  department 
during  the  year,  is  34,500. 

The  usual  committee,  to  whom  is  assigned  the  special  duty  of  taking 
an  account  of  stock  and  investigating  the  financial  condition  of  the 
establishment,  was  appointed.  They  attended  to  their  duty,  and  re- 
ported, that  "  they  find  the  stock  in  the  store  in  good  condition,  having 
less  unsaleable  goods  than  last  year.  The  price  of  some  books  they 
reduced,  and  advanced  none,  which  they  think  leaves  the  stock  worth 
its  present  valuation.  The  financial  condition  they  found  quite  satisfac- 
tory, a  detailed  accounffof  which  is  furnished  in  the  Superintendent's 
report  to  the  Board."  This  report  presents  the  following  footing  up  for 
the  year : 

Receipt  s  from  all  sources,        .               ...  $34,10684 
Disbursements, 33,133  06 

Excess  of  Receipts, $974  78 

Assets,  reported  face  value,    .  .  $58,943  26 

Deduction  by  committee     .        .     12,723  27 

Value  of  assets  as  estimated  .  $46,219  99 

Add  real  estate        .  35,000  00 

Carried  over  $81,219  99 
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Aipount  of  assets  brought  over      .        .  $81,21999 
Liabilities:  General     .        .  $34,599  75 
Mortgage  .  20,000  00 

54.599  75 


Excess  of  assets  .  •      .  •     .        .  $26,620  24 

In  consequence  of  severe  family  afflictions  and  overwork,  the  Super- 
intendent was  taken  seriously  ill  in  February  last,  so  that  at  one  stage 
of  his  illness  his  physician  considered  his  hfe  in  dahgcr.  The  Board 
felt,  it  was  necessary,  that  he  should  be  relieved  from  some  of  his  labors. 
Hence  at  its  meeting  in  April  last,  it  associated  with  him,  as  Assistant 
Superintendent,  the  Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher,  who  had  been  summoned 
to  nis  father's  side  during  his  illness.  This  arrangement  was  effected 
without  adding  anything  to  the  expenses  of  the  Board,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  it  will  work  decidedly  to  its  interests. 
Under  the  special  direction  of  his  physician,  the  Superintendent  found 
it  necessary  to  be  absent  from  his  post,  for  a  short  season,  at  intervals, 
during  the  past  Summer.  His  place,  however,  during  such  absence  was 
supplied  at  his  own  expense,  so  that  his  temporary  absence  was  of  no 
serious  disadvantage  to  the  Board. 

The  Board  has  endeavored  in  all  things  to  move  fon^'ard  with  the 
utmost  economy,  and  to  persevere  in  its  special  efforts  to  collect  its  out- 
standing dues.  At  its  last  meeting,  it  instructed  its  Superintendent  to 
notify  all  persons  owing  for  two  years  or  more,  for  books  and  periodicals, 
to  settle  their  accounts,  and  if  said  accounts  are  not  attended  to  within 
sixty  days  after  such  notice  is  given,  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  a  so- 
licitor for  collection. 

The  Board  congratulates  the  Church  on  the  successful  efforts  of  its 
General  Agent,  Mr.  H.  K.  Binkley, in  securing  subscribers  to  the  "Mes- 
senger." It  is  hoped  he  may  be  equally  successful  in  the  future,  and  to 
this  end,  the  Board  solicits  for  him  the  earnest  and  hearty  co-operation 
of  the  brethren  of  the  Church,  whose  charges  he  may  visit  from  time  to 
time,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  labors. 

The  Boara  has  instructed  the  Superintendent  to  discontinue  the  issue 
of  the  single  sheet  "  Messenger  **  after  the  close  of  the  present  year.  It 
also  deemed  it  expedient,  after  a  careful  revision  of  the  whole  subject, 
not  to  discontinue  the  publication  of  the  Semi-monthly  Child's  Treasury, 
as  proposed  in  its  last  annual  report.  It  has  likewise  instructed  the  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Book  Department  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  Order 
of  Worship,  Hymn  books,  and  several  other  works  published  by  the 
Board,  the  present  prices  of  which  will  be  given  to  the  public  through 
another  channel. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  after  the  last  annual  sessions  of  the 
Synods,  it  reduced  the  salaries  of  the  several  persons  in  its  employ, 
effecting  thus  a  considerable  deduction  in  the  amount  of  its  current 
expenses,  whilst  all  possible  economy  has  been  also  observed  in  every 
other  direction. 

The  term  of  service'  of  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  one  of  the  Trustees  from  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States,  will  expire  on  the  ist  of  January,  1881. 
Hence  it  will  devolve  upon  that  Synod  to  fill  the  vacancy  that  will  thus 
occur  in  the  Board,  at  its  present  annual  sessions. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  W.  Gross,  President, 

Samuel  R.  Yvsaxxi^Secretary. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  12th,  1880. 
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II.      REPORT  OF  OOMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATION. 

The  StaDdiDg  Committee  on  Publication  reported,  during  the 
session  of  Saturday  Forenoon,  vhich  was  received,  considered  item 
by  item,  amended,  and  then  adopted.  The  Report  as  adopted  is  as 
follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Publication  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report : 

Your  Committee  bad  placed  in  their  hands  three  paTOrs,  to  wit: — The 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication'for  the  year  ending  July  31, 1880; 
the  detailed  statement  of  businem  ond  condition  of  the  Reformed  Church  Pub- 
lication Board  for  the  same  prear ;  and  the  annual  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  the  establishment  Which  several  paoers  were  considered 
by  your  Committee,  and  upon  consultation  have  conduded  to  present  to 
Synod  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  : 

Haolvedf  That  this  Svnod^  learns  witn  great  pleasure,  that  the  efforts  pat 
forth  by  the  Board  of  l^iblication  to  increase  the  subHcription  lists  of  the 
Church  perioklicals  have  been  attended  with  such  large  success,  and  would 
hereby  renew  its  request  to  the  ministers  and  consistories  within  the  bounds 
of  this  Synod,  to  continue  their  efforts,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  agents  of 
the  BoMd  in  carrying  forward  this  workl 

lUsolved,  That  this  Synod  rejoices  in  the  favorable  turn,  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  business  operations  of  the  Board,  and  the  improved  exhibit  of 
results,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

Beaolvtd,  That  this  Synod  heartily  approves  the  movement  of  the  Board  in 
reducing  the  price  of  its  publications. 

Re9o(ved,  That  this  Synod  commends  the  Board  of  Publication  to  the 
favorable  notice  of  our  ministers,  Sundav-school  superintendents,  and  mem- 
bership generally,  for  the  procurement  of  their  supplies  of  books  and  other 
articles,  dealt  in  by  the  Board. 

JUaolvedf  That  this  Synod  learns  with  regret,  that  an  impreffiion  largely 
prevails,  that  the  Board  presents  lew  favorable  inducements,  for  the  purchase 
of  books  and  other  articles,  in  which  it  deals,  as  also  in  the  printing  of  pam- 
phlets, minutes  of  Synod,  &c.,  than  competing  houses.  That  the  attention  of 
the  Board  be  called  to  this  fact,  with  the  request,  that  whatever  of  truth  there 
may  be  in  this  impression,  may  command  its  early  attention,  with  all  possible 
effort  for  the  removal  of  this  sure  hindrance  to  a  speedy  enlargement  of  its 
business  succeps. 

Resdvedj  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  requested  by  this  Synod  to 
publish  a  new  edition  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  from  new  platea. 

Mesolvedj  That  this  Synod  earnestly  requests  the  Board  of  Publication,  that 
the  '*  Order  of  Worship,"  and  the  "  Hymns  for  the  Reformed  Church  "  be 
bound  with  stronger  binding. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


S.  N.  Callendeb, 
Ellis  N.  Kremer, 
J.  David  Miller, 
Isaac  M.  Motter, 
Abram  Whetstone, 
Jacob  Reed, 
F.  A.  Daihl. 


•  Committee, 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under 
item  15,  the  continuance  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  and  publish, 
conjointly  with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
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Ghurch  in  the  United  States,  an  edition  of  "  Hymns  for  the  Re- 
formed Church,"  with  miisic. 

The  Committee  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received 

and  adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

•  ■ 

2b  the  Beverend  Poiomac  Synod, 

Your  Committee,  on  Music  for  the  new  Hjmn  Book,  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  they  have  finiflhed  the  nelection  of  times  required,  and  have  them  all 
nearlj  copied  out  for  the  hands  of  ^le  printer.  AQ  that  is  required  now,  is 
one  more  joint-meetine  of  the  Committees  of  the  two  Synods  to  complete  the 
work,  ana  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  printers. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  HiGBEE. 

The  Committee  was  continued,  with  instructions  to  have  said 
Hymn  Book,  with  music,  published  at  the  earliest  practicable  time. 

MEMBEB8  OF  THE  PUBLICATION  BOARD  AND  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 

Elder  Goldsboro  a  Griffith, 3  years, 1883. 

"    Adam  B.  Wingerd, 2      *«     1882. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Durine  the  session  of  Friday  afternoon,  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Nominations  presented  their  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  a  sufficient 
number  of  tickets  of  these  nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Synod,  and  the  election  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Satur- 
day afternoon,  aft;er  Preparatory  Services.  At  the  time  designated, 
the  election  took  place.  Revs.  I.  M.  Motter,  D.  W.  Ebbert,  D.  N. 
Dittmar  and  Elder  J.  M.  Hoffman,  were  appointed  tellers,  who 
received  the  ballots,  counted  the  votes,  and  furnished  the  President 
with  the  result  of  the  election.  This  result  will  be  found  elsewhere, 
in  connection  with  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  Reports  of  the 
Boards  of  Education,  Missions,  Trustees  of  Sjmod,  Sunday  schools. 
Regents  of  Mercersburg  College  and  Theological  Seminary. 


REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONERS  TO  PEACE  CONVEKTIOK. 

The  Delegates  or  Commissioners  to  the  Peace  Convention,  held 
in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  last  autumn,  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  vis. : 

Inasmuch  as  a  desire  has  been  expressed,  that  the  Del^^tes  elected  by  this 
Synod  to  represent  it  in  the  Peace  Conunission,  lately  convened  in  Iiarris- 
boig.  Pa.,  obedient  to  the  call  of  the  General  Sjmod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  should  communicate  to  this  body  some  general  account 
of  the  results  of  that  convocation,  the  underugned  in  obedience  to  the  intent 
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of  their  election  repaired  to  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  at  the  appointed  time,  to  wit, 
Not.  26,  1879,  where,  together  with  all  the  delegates  elected  hy  the  sereral 
District  Synods,  save  one  member  from  the  Pittsburg  Sjnod,  who  did  not 
appear,  they  Entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  solemn  and  important  duty 
committed  to  their  hands.  The  se8sions  of  the  Commission  extended  over  the 
space  of  one  week,  when  the  most  happy  and  harmonious  results  were 
reached,  as  appeared  in  the  Pastoral  Letter  addressed,  and  published  to  the 
ministers  ana  membership  of  the  Church. 

Your  delegates  would  heg  to  say,  that  whatever  apprehensions  may  any- 
where have  existed  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Commiraion,  as  to  the  temper 
and  disposition  which  might  be  deveiof^,  all  were  most  happily  allayed 
after  the  very  first  meeting.  Each  Commissioner  seemed  to  be  impressed 
with  a  deeply  solemn  sense  of  the  vital  gravity  of  the  work  committed  to  their 
hands.  There  was  a  full  and  fair  expression  given  to  the  several  interests  to 
be  reconciled,  and  the  assurances  were  mutually  given,  that  almost  any  rea- 
sonable concession  ought  to  be  made  on  either  side,  which  did  not  involve  the 
sacrifice  of  principle.  The  discussions  were  conciliatory,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  manlv  and  firm,  while  the  spirit  of  prayer  and  a  solemn  sense  of  the 
fear  of  GocI,  and  devotion  to  tlie  cause  and  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
marked  them  throughout. 

The  satisfiictory  and  harmonious  results  reached,  impressed  each  one  with 
a  lively  sense  of  the  presence  and  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  when,  as  a 
befitting  concluRion  of  thanksgiving  and  worship,  the  whole  body  gathered 
around  the  altar  of  our  Saviour's  dying  love,  all  alone  in  that  large  chiuch, 
and  late  at  night,  such  was  the  clear  apprehension  of  the  presence  and  guid- 
ance of  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  each  one  bowed  his  head  with  the  profoundest 
reverence  and  worship,  and  tears  of  thankfulness  and  praise  moistened  many 
an  eye.  It  was  one  of  the  richest  feasts  of  charity  ana  reverent  worship,  that 
it  ever  has  been  the  privilege  of  your  delegates  to  share  in.  We  partea  with 
the  prayer  that  Grod  would  bless  our  labors,  and  bring  peace,  and  love  and 
prosperity  to  our  beloved  Church,  so  long  agitated  and  disturbed. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  N.  Callender, 
G.  Wm.  Welker, 
Henry  Wirt, 
Lewis  H.  Steiner. 

Id  this  connection,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolvcdt  That  this  Synod  is  devoutly  thankful  to  the  Head  of  the  Church 
for  the  happy  results  already  reached  by  the  action  of  the  Peace  Commission, 
and  prays  for  the  further  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  so  that  the  work  now 
begun  may,  by  the  action  of  the  next  General  Synod  of  the  Church,  in  the 
adoption  of  the  report  of  said  Commission,  reach  a  blessed  conclusion. 

The  overture  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  as  contained  in  item 
6,  of  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Classis,  requesting  the  Synod  to  recommend  to  all  its  congregations 
the  observance  of  the  18th  day  of  May,  1881,  upon  which  the 
General  Synod  is  to  convene,  as  a  time  of  fasting  and  prayer  for 
the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  deliberation  of  that  body,  was 
granted,  and  that  day  was  ordered  to  be  so  observed. 

On  motion,  the  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  call  the  attention 
of  all  concerned,  to  the  foregoing  action,  by  announcement  in  The 
Messenger  and  in  The  Christian  World,  some  time  previous  to  the 
convening  of  the  General  Synod. 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  3,  reported  ii 
statement  of  the  condition  and  wants  of  Bethany  Orphan's  Home 
at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.  The  item  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee, 
consisting  of  Revs.  J.  H.  Sykes,  J.  8.  Loose,  and  Elder  8.  B. 
Snively.  This  Committee,  during  the  session  of  Tuesday  Fore- 
noon, submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted,  viz. : 

REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE-ON   BETHANY   ORPHAN    HOME. 

Your  oommittee  would  respectfully  report,  that  the  only  document  which 
Hrh  come  into  their  handn,  is  the  Report  of  the  Boani  of  Managers  of  said 
Institution. 

From  this  Report  we  learn,  that  there  lins  been  growing  prosperity  during 
the  past  year;  that  the  health  and  behavior  of  the  Orphans  has  been  good. 
Sixteen  Orphans  were  adniitte<ly  and  eight  left  the  Home,  daring  the  year. 
The  whole  number  of  orphauM,  now  in  the  Home,  is  sixty.  On  Inst  (vood- 
Friday,  seven  of  the  orphans  were  admitted  to  the  full  communion  of  the 
Church  by  confirmation. 

The  total  receipts  amounted  to  $6,647.93;  this  included  a  legacy  of  $1000, 
and  another  of  $100;  besides  an  old  claim  of  $1,340,  which  was  collected ; 
and  $4,300  contributed  by  individuals  and  congregations. 

The  expenditures  amounted  to  $6,418.67;  the  floating  debt,  one  year  ago, 
was  $3000  ;  it  has  been  reduced  to  *8(X).  The  farm  has  yielded  good  crops, 
in  the  past  year,  and  promises  to  do  still  better  in  the  future. 

During  the  past  year,  an  effort  has  l)e€n  made  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
a  claim  of  $4000,  which  was  due  one  year  ago.  The  intention  was  to  get 
forty  persons,  to  give  each  ^lOO.  The  effort  was  in  [lart,  successful ;  to  what 
extent  this  was  done,  we  are  unable  to  state. 

In  view  of  the  present  condition  and  present  wants  of  this  Institution,  we 
recommend  the  adoption  of  ihe  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  recommend  all  our  ministers  and  congregations 
to  contribute  so  far  as  possible,  to  this  worthy  object. 

Resolvedf  That  we  recommend  those  of  our  congregations,  which  have 
Christmas  services,  to  devote  their  Christnias  alms  to  this  object ;  and  those 
congregations,  which  do  not  have  Cliristmas  services,  we  recommend  to  de- 
vote the  collections  of  some  one  Lord's  Day,  to  this  purpose,  due  notice 
having  been  given  beforehand. 


Respectfully  submiitod. 


John  II.  iSykes,     ^ 

J 08.  S.  Loose,  >  Cmnviittee. 

Sam'L  B.  Snivkly.  ) 


SOCIETY  FOR  THE   RELIEF  OF   MINISTERS   AND  >\ID0WS  OF  MINISTERS. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  Societv  for  the  Relief  of  disabled  Ministers  and  the 
Widows  of  deceased  Ministers,  is  a  subject  of  the  greatest  importance  and 
interest  to  the  ministry ;  and,  Where  ah,  Disabled  Nfinisters  and  Widows  are 
multiplying  on  our  hands  annually ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  the  Synod    commends  this  Society  to  the  favorable  con- 

Hideration  of  the  churches,  and  requests  the  Classes  within  its  boanda  to  order 

a  collection  for  the  beneiit  of  the  Society,  to  be  taken  up,  in  our  churcbfii,  on 

or  about  the  third  Sundav  in  June  next. 

5 
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Item  4  of  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures, 
having  reference  to  the  irregularity  of  the  Maryland  Classis,  in  the 
payment  of  missionaries  without  orders  from  the  Tri-Synodic 
Board  of  Missions,  as  complained  of  by  said  Board,  was  referred 
to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of  llevs.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatridi, 
Ellis  ]n.  Kremer,  and  Elder  J.  P.  Reed. 

At  a  subsequent  session,  this  Committee  reported  ;  their  report 
was  received,  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  item  4,  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Overtures,  beg  leave  to  report,  Tliat  Maryland  Classis  was  irr^ular' 
in  .paying  out  missionary  money  to  missionaries,  without  an  order  from  the 
Board  of  Missions.    Synod  expresses  the  liope,  that  all  the  Classes  will  pay 
oat  their  missionary  funds  through  the  Board  of  Missions. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  R.  H.  Deatricu,  "| 

Ellis  N.  Kbemer,        \  Commiltee. 

Jno.  p.  Reed.  J 


Rev.  I.  S.  Weisz  was,  on  motion,  appointed  Reading  Clerk,  for 
the  present  sessions  of  Synod.  ^ 


Revs.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  F.  J.  Sauerber  and  E.  N.  Kremer,  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  report  the  proceedings  of  Synod  for  the 
puhlic  press. 


An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  was  laid  upon  each  member 
of  Synod  to  meet  the  necessary  incidental  expenses  of  the  present 
sessions  of  the  Synod.  Rev.  A.  Shulenberger,  and  Elder  E. 
Williard,  were  appointed  a  special  committee  to  collect  said  assess- 
ment. At  a  subsequent  session,  the  committee  reported  as  follows, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

We,  the  committee  to  collect  an  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  from  each 
member  of  the  Synod,  report,  that  we  have  fulfilled  our  tnist,  and  have  col- 
lected twenty-three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  and  have  passed  the'  same 
over  to  the  Pastor  loci. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  Shulenberger,  1  />       ... 
Ezra  Williard.     /  ^'''^»««^ 


Item  12  of  the  Report  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  having  reference 
to  the  non-acceptance  by  the  Zion's  Classis  of  the  amount  appor- 
tioned to  said  Classis  by  the  Synod  for  the  purchasing  of  a  lot,  and 
the  erecting  of  a  chapel  for  Grace  Reformed  Mission  in  Washing? 
ton,  D.  C,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  for  consideration, 
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consisting  of  Revs.  G.  L.  Staley,  J.  H.  Sykes,  and  Elder  J.  T. 
Motter.  This  committee  reportccl,  at  a  subsequent  session,  as  fol- 
lows, which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

Your  Committee,  tu  whom  waa  referred  item  12  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  would  rc>spectfull7  rc[K)rt  for  adoption  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Haiolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  great  regret,  that  Zion^s' Classifl  did  not 
accede  to  the  apportionment  made  by  the  iSynod  for  the  purpose  specified. 

Saolvedt  That,  in  view  of  the  threat  importance  aimerl  at,  namely,  the  ck- 
tablishment  of  an  English  congregation  of  the  lieformed  Church,  in  the  Capi- 
tal of  the  nation,  we  e:imerttly  request  the  Zi(m's  ClaMHis  to  take  M\Hm  them- 
selves their  projier  pn)i>ortion  of  the  burden,  which  is  as  we  beliuve,  the 
amount  allotted  to  that  Ciansifl,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  at  Ilageratown. 
Re-tpectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  SvKER,  Chairman, 


On  motion,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted, 
to  wit: 

Wherkas,  The  Geneml  Synod  of  I^ncaster,  held  in  1878,  made  its  nfiKCsit- 
ment  for  contingent  expenses  uiKin  the  Di'^trict  Syno<ls  on  the  basiH  or  nitio 
of  membens  contrary  to  the  prei:e<lent  formed  by  all  the  previouH  (}en«'ral 
Hyoodn,  which  was  on  the  basis  or  ratio  of  miniHters  belonging  to  each  Dis- 
trict Synod ;  therefore, 

Rawlredf  That  this  Synod  rc^fieotfiilly  and  eamoHtly  ovcrtunm  t!ie  next 
General  Synod,  to  be  held  in  TiHiii,  Ohio,  next  May,  to  return  to  th<;  basiH  or 
ratio  of  minij^ters,  in  making  itA«^seHHmeuts  for  contingent  cxi»enfM»4. 

Resolvetlj  further,  That  this  Syno<l  requests  those  who  may  be  d(dcgat«;d  from 
the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod  to  the  next  General  Synofl,  to  uTit,*'.  a  return 
to  the  batiis  or  ratio  of  ministen*,  in  making  the  nec^wiary  ai'MMsriients  for  (mjm- 
tlng^nt  purposes,  as  the  only  proper  and  crpii table  one. 


On  Saturday  morning,  a  cammxiUi*'.  wan  arifiointnd,  with  powr*r  to 
grant  leave  of  abi*fjnc<:,  'ronrsinting  of  K*;vh.  J,  II.  HylcfM,  I*.  A.  I^^mij^ 
and  Elder  W.  II.  n.'iu;rh.  Th*^  nonnuittw;  rrijiortf^d,  juMt  U'X'iTt' 
final  adjournment,  as  follow.^',  which  whh  prcoiv^l  and  adojiL^d : 

Your  Committee  on  L«.'ave  of  Wmonrv  would  n'M|»<r«:lfully  r«fH)rt.  tlmt  rpiifn 
a  number  of  applications  h;ive  hfj-.n  umdi*,  and  that  iifi^ir  rart'fully  <'onMidiring 
the  merita  of  each  ca^c,  as  they  ttfiiHAns<i,  have  graniiMi  sueii  h!av«t  of  alHii<nr'^Y 
Co  the  following  mem^jers  of  Syn'Hl : 

MUvaUrtt.—X.  Spangh:r,  A.  J.  Whitmore,  G.  L.  HuImv,  I.  H.  Woisx.  W.  V. 
Golliflower,  P.  A.  I»nK«  W.  K.  7A*'\H:r,  J.  Kretxino,  «l.  (*.  Ilownmn,  K.  It. 
Eflchbach,  I/.  G.  Kremer,  K.  J-  Hauertn-r,  and  HlderM  M,  A»  lUirrv.  W.  A. 
Cashwa,  J.  >L  HofTnian,  J.  K.  Kinger,  H.  I>iiiruW|  J.  T.  llott^rf  G.  II.  HUni- 
baugh,  F.  A.  Daihl,  and  II.  Wirt 

Respectfully  NfjIimhUid. 
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ARTICLE   XXII. 


MINISTERIAL    NECROLOG7. 

The  Standing  Committee  ou  Ministerial  Necrology,  appointed  at 
the  last  annual  meeting  of  Syno<l,  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  Committee  ofler  the  following  as  their  report : 

During  the  Synodical  year  now  cloBing,  God,  in  Hi8  infinite  windonir  haii 
seen  fit  to  call  two  of  our  Brethren,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Sechler  and  tlie  Rev.  John 
Ault,  from  tlieir  laborR  on  earth  to  their  reward  in  heaven.  Both  died  in  their 
fields  of  labor,  at  their  po^ts  of  dutv  and  honor;  the  former  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  the  latter  in  the  vigor  of  his  manhood. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  Sechler  died  at  his  residence  iu  Hanover,  York  county,  Pa., 
on  the  lOtli  of  May  Inst.  He  was  born  in  Turbut  township,  Northumberland 
county,  Pa.,  March  18th,  A.  D.  1806.  Hia  age  was  seventy-four  yeani,  one 
month  and  twenty-two  days.  He  wan  buried  on  Thursday  morning.  May  13th, 
in  Mt.  Olivet  Cemetery,  near  Hanover,  Pa. 

From  his  youtli  he  was  earnest  and  devotc<l,  and  possessed  early  in  life  the 
desire  to  enter  the  Christian  miniftr}'.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  after  at- 
tending a  course  of  catechetical  iuAtniction,  he  was  confirmed^  The  period  of 
bis  preparation  for  the  high  ofiice  of  the  ministry  was  a  season  of  great  etrag- 
gle,  ana  trial,  and  darkness.  He  spent  three  year?  in  an  academy  at  Reisters- 
town,  Baltimore  countv,  Maryland.  In  the  fall  of  1834  he  went  to  the  High 
School  and  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  York,  Pa.,  pre- 
sided over  by  the  Kev.  Drs.  I^wis  Mayer  and  Frederick  A.  Ranch.  Here  he 
pursued  his  studies  for  the  term  of  one  year ;  and  tlien,  for  reasons  satisfactory 
to  himself,  he  went  to  the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg,  Pa., 
where  he  completed  his  studies  preparatorv  to  the  work  of  the  Christian 
Ministry. 

He  commenced  his  labors  in  the  ministry  as  aRsistant  to  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Gutelius^  pa«?tor  of  the  Hanover  Charge,  who  was  then  in  ill  health.  Having 
labored  in  this  capacity  for  four  months,  he  was,  upon  the  resignation  of  Rev. 
S.  Gutelius.  electee!  as  pastor  of  the  charge,  and  accepted  the  solemn  trust  on 
the  20th  of  June,  A.  D.  1>^37.  lie  was  liwnsed  and  ordained  by  Zion*s  Classis 
in  the  spring  of  1S37,  being  then  thirty-one  years  of  age.  In  this  first  field  he 
labored  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  year?.  lie  established  other  preaching 
points  and  built  new  churohes,  and  the  work  of  the  Lord  greatly  pror^pered  in 
hb  hands.  At  the  expiration  of  the  twenty-two  years  of  labor,  this  charge 
was  divided,  and  he  received  immediately  a  call  from  that  part  called  the  Lit- 
tlestown  Charge,  and  accepted  it.  Here  Ke  labored  continuously  and  faithfully 
for  seven  and  a-half  years.  At  this  time  (1866),  the  Hanover  Charge  was  di- 
vided, and  the  country  churches,  as  now  organized,  were  called  the  Manhelm 
Charge.  He  received  a  call  from  this  charge,  and  entered  upon  his  labors 
November  l.^t,  1866.  Here  he  continued  fourteen  years,  until  the  time  of  his 
death.    His  whole  ministry  embraces  a  period  of  forty-three  years. 

To  bring  before  you,  in  a  few  words,  the  excellences  and  great  worth  of  tliis 
venerable  and  good  father,  we  c^notc  from  the  paper  adopted  by  Zion's  Classis, 
in  reference  to  his  death  :  "  Mild  and  gentle  in  manner,  diligent  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  and  an  earnest  preacher,  he  secured  and  held  the  confi- 
dence and  affection  of  all  who  knew  him.''  St.  Paul  says:  "It  is  required 
in  stewards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful."  To  the  full  measure  of  his  ability, 
Bro.  Sechler  met  this  requirement.  To  him  the  Head  of  the  Church  has  al- 
ready spoken  the  gi*eat  reward  :  **  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vant." 
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Bev.  John  Ault  died,  after  an  lilncss  often  davj*,  at  his  residence  in  Littlefl- 
totrn,  Adams  county,  Pa.,  on  Monday,  July  2(Uh.  He  was  bom  at  Annville, 
Lebanon  county,  Pa.,  on  the  Ist  of  April,  1836.  His  a^j^e  was  forty-four  years, 
three  months  and  twenty-six  days.  IHh  lifeless  remains  were  interred,  July 
29th,  in  a  grave  near  the  entrance  to  Christ's  Church,  a  short  distance  from 
Littlestown. 

Bro.  Anit,  like  Father  Sechler,  was  reared  in  the  Reformed  Church.  Bap- 
tized in  his  infancy  by  Rev.  H.  Wagner,  after  attending  a  course  of  catechetical 
instruction,  he  was  confirmed  by  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  of  Lebanon,  Pa.  It 
was  by  the  advice  of  his  pastor,  who  saw  in  him  tliosc  peculiar  gifts,  which 
would  qualify  him  for  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry,  that,  in  1853,  he 
entered  the  Freshman  Class  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College.  Here  he  took 
a  full  course,  and  graduated  with  honor  in  1857.  In  the  fall  of  the  some 
year,  he  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year.  In  1858  he  was  licensed  by  the  (!]!ln.s8is  of  Ijobanon,  and 
was  subsequently  received  by  the  Classis  of  Zion.  Having  received  a  call 
from  tlie  Sulphur  Spring  Charge,  in  Cumberland  county,  Pa.,  and  having  ac- 
cepted it,  he  was  ordained  to  the  Holy  Ministry.  In  1859  he  received  and 
accepted  a  call  from  the  Ix>udon  and  St.  Thomas  Charge  in  Franklin  county, 
and  continued  to  serve  it  until  18(33.  Here  he  labored  earnestly  and  faith- 
fully, and  the  charge  enjoyed  a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  From  this  place, 
in  1863,  he  removed  to  Mochanicsburg,  Cumberland  county,  and  became  pas- 
tor of  four  congregations  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town.  He  organized  a  congre- 
gation in  Mechanicsburg,  and,  in  1864  built  a  church  ;  and  so  extraordinary 
was  his  pro8{>erity,  that  this  church  was  soon  found  too  small,  and  in  1868  it 
was  greatly  enlaiged. 

In  1873,  Brother  Ault  received  a  call  from  the  Christ  Church  Charge,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Littlestown,  Adams  county,  Pn.  Here  he  labored  until  the  time 
of  his  death.  In  this  charge  also  large  additions  were  made  to  the  church, 
and  some  of  the  church  edifices  were  remodeled  and  others  enlsrged. 

Brother  Ault  was  posse^ited  of  a  kind  heart  and  could  sympathize  with  suf- 
fering wherever  he  met  it.  It  was  perhaps  this  that  led  him,  during  the  late 
civil  strife,  to  serve  a  whole  year  as  chaplain  of  the  126th  Regiment  of  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  sharing  with  the  men  their  perils  and  toils.  In  what- 
ever he  undertook,  he  labored  with  great  earnestness.  As  a  minister,  he  was 
active  in  visiting  his  people,  and  faithful  in  preaching  the  truth  as  it  is  ift 
Jesus.  But  his  work  is  done,  his  warfare  is  accomplished,  and  the  Lord  has 
called  him  up  higher.  **  Tney  that  be  wise,  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of 
the  firmament ;  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  as  the  stars  for  ever 
and  ever." 

Respectfully  submitted. 

I.  G.  Brown,  1 

J.  David  Miller,        >  OommitUe. 

Reinhart  R.  Smith.) 


ARTICLE  XXIIL 


RESUMPTION  AND   CLOSE. 
The  following  resolutioDs  were  moved  and  unanimously  adopted : 

VOTE  OP   THANKS. 

unsolved.  That  the  most  hearty  thanks  of  this  Syno<l  be  tendered  the  FUtog'^Jj 
consistory,  and  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  and  other  citixens  of  Woojr^il 
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Rtock  and  yicinity,  for  their  marked  kindnesR  and  liberal  hoftpitalitj  extended 
to  us  during  our  present  eeffiions. 

Hesolved^  That  the  Pastor  loci  I)e  requcf^ted  to  read  the  forcfi^ing  resolution 
from  hiB  pulpit,  and  Jiave  it  pubiislied  in  the  newspapers  of  Woodstock. 

Rtsolved^  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be' instructed  to  communicate 
the  thanks  of  Synod  to  the  management  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  the 
Cumberland  Valley,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Bail  roads,  for  favoring  the  mem- 
bers of  Synod,  in  travelling  over  their  respective  roads  at  reduc^  rates  of 
fare. 


The  Synodical  Boll  was  called  just  before  Anal  adjournment, 
and  the  following  members  were  found  to  be  absent  without  per- 
mission, namely :  Keys.  R.  H.  Smith  and  Elder  D.  Hildebrand, 
of  Zioi^9  Clasm ;  Rev.  S.  M.  Hench  and  Elder  J.  B.  Zimmerman, 
of  Maryland  Classic ;  and  Revs.  J.  A.  Hoif  heins,  L.  M.  Hensell^ 
and  Elders  T.  N.  Sellers  and  R.  L.  Gray,  of  Virginia  Clams, 

The  Minutes  were  then  finally  read  and  approved,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  during  the  session  of 

Saturday  afternoon,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  ne:ct  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  in  General  Oon9cntion^ 

Ruolved^  Tliat  when  we  adjourn  finally,  it  be  to  meet  again  in  annual  sea- 
sions  in 'Trimtj  Reformed  Church,  of  Waynesboro,  Franklin  County,  Pa., 
on  Wednesday  evening,  October  19th,  A.D.  ISSl,  at  7  o'clock. 

The  Synod  adjourned  finally  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  October 
19th,  at  121  o'clock,  with  repeating  the  Apostles*  Creed,  joining  in 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  singing  the  doxology^  and  benediction  by  the 
President. 

G.  II.  MARTIN,  Presiden/^ 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerk. 

OfBcial  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerk. 
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NINTH     ANNUAL    SESSIONS. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


:^yi\od  of  tl\e  r  otoir\kc5 


OF  THE 


REFORMED    CHURCH 


IN   THE 


UNITED  STATES, 


In  General  Convention, 


AT 


mYHESBORO.  PA..  OCTOBER.  1881. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
BEFOBMBD  CHURCH  PUBLICATION  BOARD,  907  ARCH  STREET. 

1881. 


XjlEl^l^J^rDJ^. 


ART.  I.  Opening  of  Synod. 

ART.  II.  Members  Present. 

ART.  III.  Election  of  Officers. 

ART.  IV.  Rules  of  Order. 

ART.  V.  Appointment  of  Standing  Committees. 

1.  On  Religioxia  Services. 

2.  On  Minutes  of  Synod. 

3.  On  Overtures* 

4.  On  Minutes  of  Classes* 

5.  On  Examination^  Licensure^  and  Ordination, 

6.  On  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. 

7.  On  Education. 

8.  On  Missions. 

9.  On  Publication. 

10.  On  Finance. 

1 1 .  On  Nominations. 

12.  On  Ministerial  Necrology. 

ART.  VI.  Communications. 

ART.  VII.  Religious  Services. 

ART.  VIII.  Minutes  of  Synod. 

ART,  IX.  Overtures. 

ART.  X.  Minutp:s  of  Classes. 

ART.  XI.  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination, 

ART.  XII.  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  reports. 

ART.  XIII.  Education. 

ART.  XIV.  Missions. 

ART.  XV.  Finance. 

ART.  XVI.  Appeals  and  References. 

ART.  XVII.  Complaints. 

ART.  XVIII.  Sunday-schools. 

ART.  XIX.  Church  Government. 

ART.  XX.  Publication. 

ART.  XXI.  Miscellaneous. 

ART.  XXII.  Ministerial  Necroix)gy. 

ART.  XXIII.  Resumption  and  Close. 

ART.  XXIV.  Adjournment. 


Ninth  Annuai  Meeting, 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 
at  its  Annual  Sessions,  convened  in  General  Conventionyin  Waynesboro^ 
Pa.,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand 
Eight  Hundred  and  Eighty- One,  The  Sessions  commenced  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  nineteenth  and  continued  until  the  twentyfjth  day  of  the  month* 
inclusive,  at  noon. 


ARTICLE  I. 


OPENINa   OF   87NOD. 

The  Synod  convened  in  General  Convention,  on  Wednesday  eve- 
ning, October  19th,  A.  D.  1881,  at  7  o'clock,  in  Trinity  Reformed 
Church  of  Waynesboro,  Franklin  county.  Pa ,  pursuant  to  ap- 
pointment of  last  annual  meeting,  and  was  opened  with  appropriate 
religious  services.  The  President  of  the  previous  year,  G.  W. 
Martin,  D.  D.,  preached  the  opening  sermon  from  Matt.  16  :  18 — 
'*  And  I  say  also  unto  thee.  That  thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this 
rock  I  will  build  my  Church :  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  pre- 
vail against  it" 

ARTICLE  II. 


MEMBERS    PRE8BNT.* 
I.    FROM   THE   CLA8SIS   OF   ZION. 

Ministers: — Jacob  O.  Miller,  D. D.,  Reinhart  R.  Smith,  Aaron 
Spangler,  Francis  S.  Lindaman,  Israel  S.  Weisz,  D.  D.,  IMoses 
Kieffer,  D.  D.,  Andrew  J.  Heller,  George  W.  Glessner,  D.  D.,  John 
Kretzing,  J.  Marion  Mickley,  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Frederick 
J.  Sauerber,  Silas  F.  Laury,  Henry  T.  Spangler,  David*  N.  Ditt- 
niar,  George  E.  Addams,  Henry  Hilbish,  David  U.  Wolff,  Aaron 
Wanner,  D.  D.,  and  Walter  E.  Krebs 

Elders: — Samuel  Crist,  Henry  Winebrenner,  Aaron  Raab,  C. 
Augustus  Woltman,  John  Bixler,  George  Hollinger,  Samuel  Wolf, 
Samuel  R.  Weaver,  George  S.  Brodbeck,  John  Hager,  Peter  Hoover, 
David  Kump,  Charles  A.  Shultz,  Martin  Thomas,  Solomon  Snyder, 
William  Wagner,  Daniel  Stambaugh,  and  Louis  H.  Koch. 

*  A  considerable  nniuber  of  the  members  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  Syno<i 
after  the  first  sefwion.  Hence  their  names  do  not  occur  in  the  order  in  which 
they  would  appear,  had  they  been  present  at  the  first  roll-call. 


n.   PROM   THE   CLA8SI8  OF  MARYLAND. 

Ministers : — George  L.  Staley,  D.  D.,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D., 
William  Goodrich,  Simon  S.  Miller,  Nehemiah  H.  Skyles,  Henry 
Wissler,  T.  Franklin  Hoffmeier,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  John  G.  Noss, 
William  Rupp,  Leighton  G.  Kremer,  Marion  L.  Firor,  Conrad 
Clever,  Charles  F.  Sontag,  William  A.  Gring,  the  licentiate  George 
M.  Zacharias,  Joel  T.  Rossiter,  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  Joseph  W. 
Santee,  D.  D.,  Silas  M.  Hench,  and  P.  Allison  Long. 

Elders: — Joseph  Seibert,  Ezra  Williard,  Edward  D  Zimmer- 
man, George  M.  Harbaugh,  Alexander  Weaver,  William  A.  Ha- 
german,  Frederick  Yost,  John  M.  Hoffman,  Jacob  H.  Hinea, 
William  W.  Lesh,  J.  Taylor  Motter,  Goldsboro  8.  Griffith,  Peter 
Middlekauff,  Jacob  Sellers,  Henry  8.  Zeller,  Mellville  E.  Doll,  and 
George  Harbaugh. 

III.   FROM    THE    CLA88I8  OF   MERCERSBURG. 

Ministers: — William  M.  Deatrick,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Henry  Mil- 
ler, Jacob  Hassler,  David  M  Whitmore,  William  I.  Stewart,  Isaac 
M.  Motter,  William  C.  Cremer,  Franklin  F.  Bahner,  Henry  F. 
Long,  Henry  8.  Garner,  J.  Alvin  Reber,  John  M.  Titzel,  William 
H.  Herbert,  Cyrus  J.  Musser,  Cyrus  Cort,  Calvin  8.  Slagle.  George 
B.  Russell,  D.  D.,  Albert  G.  Dole,  Milton  H.  Sangree,  Daniel  fl. 
Leader,  the  licentiate  Albert  A.  Black,  and  J.  David  Miller. 

Elders: — John  P.  Reed,  E?q  ,  James.  Rawlings,  Abraham  Kieffer, 
David  B.  Russell,  Conrad  Glazer,  George  L.  Freet,  Henry  8 tine, 
Daniel  8.  Barnhart,  Adam  Shellhase,  Isaac  H.  Keefer,  Benjamin 
Neff,  Henry  O.  Neal,  J.  Raum  Pague,  Samuel  Omwake,  Henry 
Mickly,  Henry  Omwake,  and  William  Dice. 

IV.    FROM   THE   CLAS8IS   OF   VIRGINIA. 

Ministers : — George  H.  Martin,  D.  D.,  Henry  St.  J.  Rinker,  John 
A.  Hoffheins,  Anderson  J.  Whitmore,  Samuel  L.  Whitmore,  Abner 
R.  Kremer,  Barton  R.  Carnahan,  and  John  C.  Bowman. 

Elders  .-^jreorge  P.  Souder,  John  R.  Lantz,  John  Fitz,  George 
Rosen,  Richard  W.  Kearns,  Levi  Rinker,  Emanuel  Staley,  Philip 
P.  Ham  man,  and  Henry  J.  Seibert. 

v.    FROM   THE   CLAS9IS   OF   NORTH  CAROLINA. 

None  present. 

VI.   FROM   THE   CLASSIS   OF  8AN   FRANCISCO. 

None  present. 

VII.    FROM   THE  CLASSIS   OF   PORTLAND-OREGON. 

None  present. 

ADVISORY   MEMBERS. 

Theodore  Appel,  D.  D.,  George  VV.  Aughinbaugh,  D.  D.,  and 
Rev.  Charles  G.  Fiaher  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 


the  United  States,  Rev.  John  W.  Ranch  of  the  Ohio  Synod,  Elder 
David  Schriver  of  Zion's  Clasais,  and  Elders  Andrew  R.  Schnebly, 
Jacob  Heyser,  John  Bowman,  and  Samuel  B.  Snively  of  Mercers- 
burg  Classis. 

MINISTERS   OF  OTHER   CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of.  Rev.  Dr.  Bergstresser,  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  Revs.  Messrs.  Dunkerle  aud  Wilcox,  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
was  announced. 


ARTICLE  IIL 

ELECTION   OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  President,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Vice-President,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick  u  Stated  Clerk,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Rev.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  Correspoiuiing  Secretary,  Auddletown,  Md, 

Elder  Louis  Markell,  Treasurer,  Frederick,  Md. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES   OF   ORDER. 

In  view  of  the  appointment  by  the  late  General  Synod  of  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  Rules  of  Order  for  the  government  of  the  several 
judicatories  of  the  Reformed  Church,  in  their  meetings,  it  was 
deemed  unnecessary  to  take  action  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Rules  of  Order,  which  was  received  at  the  last  meeting  of  Synod, 
except  in  so  far  as  to  refer  said  report  to  the  General  Synod's  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  of  Order.  The  reading  of  the  Rules  of  Order  was 
dispensed  with,  and  the  limits  constituting  the  Bar  of  the  H(mse 
were  defined  to  consist  of  the  first  six  pews  from  the  chancel 
railing. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  for  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
current  sessions  of  the  Synod,  to  wit : 

The  forenoon  session  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  Hi  o'clock;  the 
afternoon  session  to  begin  at  2  and  end  at  4^  o'clock.  An  evening 
session  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  beginning  at  7  o'clock. 


ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees,  to 

wit: 

Religious  Services:  Revs.  F.  F.  Bahner,  I.  M.  Motter,  H.  Miller,  N.  H. 
Skjles,  and  Elders  D.  B.  Bufwell,  H.  Stine,  and  E.  D.  Zitnmerman. 

Minutes  of  Synod:  Revs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  A.  Spangler,  A.  C.  Geary,  M.  L. 
Firor,  and  Elders  C.  A.  Woitman,  J.  Rawlings,  and  G.  M.  Harbaugh. 
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Minutes  of  Oeneral  Synod :  Bevs-  S.  8.  Miller,  F.  S.  Lindaman,  C.  Cort,  H. 
T.  Spangler,  and  Elders  S.  R.  Weaver,  W.  A.  Hagerman,  and  J.  Bixler. 

Overtures:  Revp.  J.  Hassler,  R.  R.  Smith,  F.  J.  Sauerber,  L.  G.  Kremer, 
and  KldersG.  L.  Freet,  A.  Weaver,  and  A.  Raab. 

Minutes  of  Classes  :  Revs.  II.  St.  J.  Rinker,  J.  Kretzing,  J.  G.  Nose,  J.  A. 
Reber,  and  Elders  8.  Wolf,  W.  W.  I^sh,  and  C.  Glazer. 

Examination,  Lijcensure  and  Ordination :  Revs.  Drs.  Giessner,  Kieffer,  Kre- 
mer, Staley,  and  Elders  A.  Kieffer,  G.  P.  Souder,  and  E.Williard. 

Stale  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Meporis :  Revs.  Dr.  Martin,  Dr.  Weisz,  J. 
M.  Mickley,  D.  M.  WMiitmore,  and  Polders  S.  Crist,  J.  Seibert,  and  P.  Hoover. 

Education:  Revs.  W.  A.  Gring,  Dr.  Miller,  W.  C.  Cremer,  C  F.  Sontag, 
and  Elders  J.  Hager,  J.  R.  Lantz,  and  F.  Yost. 

Missions:  Revs.  J.  M.  Titzel,  Dr.  Rschbach,  C.  Cort,  H.  S.  Garner,  and 
Elders  J.  P.  Reed,  J.  II.  Hinea,  and  D.  S.  Barn  hart. 

Publication :  Revs.  W.  Rupp,  W  Goodrich,  Dr.  Eschbach,  S.  F.  Laury,  and 
Elders  J.  M.  Hoffman,  G.  Hollinger,  and  G.  Rosen. 

Finance:  Revs.  A.  J.  Heller,  J.  A.  Hoffheins,  8.  L.  Whitmore,  W.  H. 
Herbert,  and  Elders  C  A.  Shultz,  J.  T.  Motter,  and  A.  Shell  base. 

Nominalions :  Revs.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  D.  N.  Dittmar,  C  Clever,  A.  J.  Whit- 
more, and  Elders  J.  Fritz,  G.  8.  Brodbeck,  and  H.  Winebrenner. 

Ministerial  Necrology:  Revs.  H.  Wissler,  A.  R.  Kremer,  W.  I.Stewart,  H. 
F.  Long,  and  Elders  I.  H.  Keefer,  D.  B.  Russell,  and  S.  Crist? 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Maryland,  Mercersburg, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  San  Francisco,  and  Portland-Oregon, 
were  received,* and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Sta- 
tistical Tables,  which  were  referred  ^^  the  Standing  Committee  on 
those  subjects 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  presented 
and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  audited. 

3.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  laid  be- 
fore the  Synod  and  read,  and  was  then  referred  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Education  for  consideration. 

4.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  were  received  and  read,%nd 
then  referred  to  the  same  committee,  for  the  same  purpose. 

5.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Missious,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic 
Board  of  Missions,  were  received  and  severally  read,  and  then 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  for  consideration. 

6.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg 
College  was  received,  read  and  acted  on  by  the  Synod  without 
reference. 

7.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication 
Board  was  laid  before  the  Synod  and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Publication  for  consideration. 


8.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Sunday-school  Board  was  pre- 
sented to  Synod,  read  and  disposed  of  without  reference. 

9.  Ten  other  communications  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

RELIGIOUS   SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following 
religious  services,  to  wit : 

1.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  appro- 
priate religious  services. 

2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  Services  reported, 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services  would  respectfully  report 
as  follows : 

TRINITY   REFORMED  CHURCH. 

Saturday  Afternoon. — Preparatory  Services:  Sermon  by  Rev.  T.  F.  Hoff- 
meier,  a88ii$ted  by  Revs.  W.  C.  Cremer  and  8.  8.  Miller.  Liturgical  service 
by  Rev.  L.  G.  Kreraer. 

Saturday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  H.  Hilbinh,  assisted  by  Revs.  J.  M. 
Mickly  and  N.  H.  Skyles. 

Suriday  Morning. — Sy nodical  CJoram union  :  Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Weisz, 
assisted  by  Revs.  A.  G.  Dole  and  A.  Spangler.  Lilurgical  services  by  the 
President  and  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod. 

Sunday  Afiemwn. — Sunday-pchool  Services;  addresses  by  Revs  Dr.  Kre- 
mer,  G.  E.  Addamn  and  F.  J.  Sanerber. 

Sunday  Evejiing.—SeTmon  by  Rev.  C  Clever,  assisted  by  Revs.  S.  M.  Hench 
.and  D.  U.  Wolff. 

ST.   PAULAS  REFORMED   CHURCH. 

Saturday  Afternoon, — Preparatory  Services :  Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Tilzel. 
Liturgical  services  by  Revs.  D.  N.  Dittmar  and  J.  C.  Bowman. 

Saturday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Iloffheins.  Liturgical  servicea 
by  Revs.  C.  F.  Sontag  and  B.  R.  Camahan. 

Sunday  Morning. — Communion  services:  Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Escbbach. 
Liturgical  services  by  Revs.  J.  T.  Rossiter  and  A.  J.  Heller. 

Sunday  Afternoon. — Sunday-school  services;  addresses  by  Revs.  J.  Ilassler, 
N.  H.  Skyles  and  W.  Goodrich. 

Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  F.  J.  Sauerber.  Liturgical  services  by 
Revs.  M.  L.  Firor  and  W.  A.  Gring. 

OTHER  CHURCHES. 

Lutheran  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel ;  Sunday  Evening, 
Rev.  W.  Goodrich. 

Preabyterian  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  H.  T.  Spangler;  Sunday  Eve- 
ning, Rev.  Dr.  Kieffer. 

Methodiet  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  Dr.  Staley;  Sunday  Evening, 
Rev.  J.  D.  Miller. 

Respectfally  submitted. 

F.  F.  Bahner,  Chairman, 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

MINUTES   OF   87NOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  publicly 
before  the  Synod  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  printed  '*  Acts  and 
Proceedings"  of  the  last  Annual  Sessions  of  the  Synod  were 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report 
the  items  of  unfinished  business  that  properly  claimed  the  atten- 
tion of  this  meeting  of  the  Synod.  During  the  session  of  Friday 
morning,  this  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received,  considered  item  by  item,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

I.   REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  ON   MINUTES  OP  SYNOD. 
To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potonuic  : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Printed  Minutes  of  the  Synod 
of  last  year,  after  a  careful  perusal  of  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
items  of  unfinishtd  business,  as,  in  their  jadgment»  requiring  the  considera- 
tion of  the  present  sessions  of  the  Synod,  namely : 

Item  1,  page  6.  After  receiving  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
the  Revision  of  our  Rules  of  Order,  and  ordering  the  Report  to  be  incorpo- 
rated in  the  Minutes,  further  action  thereon  was  postponed  until  the  present 
annual  meeting  of  the  Synod. 

Item  2t  page  12,  A  Standing  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology  was 
appointed,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  report  at  this  meeting  of  the  Synod;  of 
which  Committee  Rev.  I.  S.  Weisz  is  Chairman. 

Item  8,  page  31.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  communicate  to  Zion's 
Classis  certain  action,  having  reference  to  Beneficiary  Education,  and  request- 
ing earnestly  said  Classis  to  co-operate  with  the  Board  of  Education,  and  to 
carry  on  its  beneficiary  operations,  through  said  Board,  in  compliance  with 
the  Constitution  of  our  Church. 

Item  4,  page  36.  Certain  action  of  the  last  Synod,  in  reference  to  Mercers- 
burg  College,  in  the  form  of  a  preamble  and  resolutions. 

Item  5,  page  36.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Synod  to  fill  by  election  the 
vacancies  that  will  take  place,  at  the  close  of  the  present  sessions  of  the  Synod, 
in  the  Board  of  Education,  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  Revs. 
1.  G.  Brown,  W.  C.  Cremer,  and  S.  N.  Callender. 

Item  6,  page  37.  It  will  be  the  duly  of  the  Synod  to  fill  by  election  the 
vacancies  about  to  occur  in  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College,  of 
the  following  members,  whose  term  of  office  expires  during  the  present  month, 
viz. :  Revs.  J.  S.  Kiefler,  D.  M.  Whitmore,  and  William  M.  Deatrick ;  and 
also  of  Dr.  M.  A.  Berry,  who  resigned  during  the  year. 

Item  7,  page  52.  The  Synod  apportioned  $3875  among  the  several  Classes 
constituting  the  Synod  for  Home  Missions. 

Item  8,  pape  52.  The  several  Classes  and  pastoral  charges  were  urged  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  raise  and  pay  the  several  amounts  apportioned  to  them 
for  the  Washington  Mission  Chapel  by  the  Synod  of  Hagerstown,  in  1878. 

Item  9,  page  53.  The  Classes  were  ret^uested  to  give  special  attention  to  the 
claims  of  Missions ;  to  urge  the  importance  of  Systematic  Benevolence,  the 
further  introduction  of  Missionary  Societies  in  Congregations  and  Sunday- 
schools,  etc. 

Item  10,  page  54.  It  becomes  necessary  to  elect  two  members  of  the  Synodic 
Board  of  Missions,  in  order  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  said  Board,  already  exist- 
ing, caused  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  Elder  G.  S.  Grimth  and 
Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,  which  occurred  on  the  Ist  instant. 


Item  11,  page  56.  The  Synod  made  certain  specific  asKssments  upon  the 
several  Classes  for  Contiogrent  Purposes. 

Item  12,  pcige  57.  It  wUl  be  necessary  to  elect  a  member  of  Synod's  Board 
of  Trustees,  to  fill  the  place  of  Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner,  whose  term  of  service  will 
expire  January  Ist,  A.  d.  1882,  according  to  the  Charter. 

Item  13,  page  58.  It  becomes  necessary  to  elect  a  member  of  the  Sunday- 
school  Board,  to  fill  the  place  of  Kev.  A.  B.  Kremer,  whose  term  of  office 
ends  at  this  meeting  of  the  Synod  ;  and  also  one  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  removal  of  Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert  within  the  bounds  of  another  Synod. 

Item  14,  page  59.  The  Slated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  thousand 
copies  of  tnc  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  last  annual  sessions  of  the  Synod 
published  in  pamphlet  form,  and  to  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to 
receive  Minutes  of  our  Synod. 

Item  15,  page  63.  The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  Hanover,  in 
1874,  to  prepare  and  publish,  jointly  with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  an  edition  of  *' Hymns  for  the 
Reformed  Church,"  with  music^  was  continued,  with  special  instructions  to 
have  the  same  published  at  the  earliest  practicable  time ;  of  which  Committee 
Rev.  Dr.  Higbee  is  Chairman. 

Item  16,  page  65.  The  Synod  requested  the  Classes  within  its  bounds  to 
order  a  collection  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and 
Widows  of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church,  to  be  taken  up  in  our  churches 
on  or  about  the  third  Sunday  in  June  last. 

Item  17,  page  67.  Zion's  Classis  is  earnestly  rec|ue8ted  to  take  upon  them- 
selves their  proper  apportionment  for  the  Washmgton  Mission  Chapel,  as 
allotted  at  the  Synod  of  Hager^town  in  1878. 

Item  18,  page  67.  The  Synod  requented  those  who  should  be  delegated  from 
the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod  to  the  General  Synod  in  Tiffin,  to  urge  a 
return  to  the  ba<*is  or  ratio  of  ministers,  in  making  the  necessary  assessments 
for  Contingent  Purposes,  an  the  only  proper  and  equitable  one. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  IV.,  Rules  of  Or- 
der; on  item  2,  see  Article  XXII.,  Ministerial  Necrology;  items 
3,  7,  8,  9,  16  and  17  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  Classes  ;  on  item  4,  see  Article  XIII.,  Education  ;  items 
5,  6,  10, 12  and  13  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Nom- 
inations, to  make  the  required  nominations ;  on  item  11,  see  Article 
XV.,  Finance ;  on  items  14  and  15,  see  Article  XX.,  Publication  ; 
and  item  18  was  adopted  with  the  statement,  that  the  request  had 
not  been  complied  with. 

II.   REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   MINUTES  OF  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod 
reported  during  the  session  of  Monday  afternoon.  The  report  of 
the  Committee  was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  adopted  as  a 
whole,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod  begs  leave  to 
report  the  following  items  : 

Item  l,page  21.  The  Overture  of  this  Synod  to  the  General  Synod,  request- 
ing said  Synod  to  return  to  the  basis  or  ratio  of  ministers,  in  making  assess- 
ments for  contingent  expenses,  was  not  arranted. 

Item  2,  page  50.    The  cause  of  Home  Missions  is  commended  to  the  District 
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Synods  and  their  BoardB,  requesting  them  to  take  such  action  as  shall  increase 
the  activity  and  efficiency  of  the  Church  in  ihi«  important  work. 

Item  3,  pa^fe  50  The  General  Synod  reptatH  its  request,  that  the  Boards  of 
the  District  Synods  report  to  ihe  Board  of  the  General  Synod,  at  Iea<»t  one 
month  before  its  triennial  meeting,  a  statement  of  their  labors  and  their  finan- 
cial condition ;  and  each  Syno<i  in  also  requested  to  send  a  copy  of  its  Minates 
annually  to  the  General  Synod's  Board. 

Item  4,  page  101.  The  General  Synod  earnestly  requests  the  District  Synods 
to  take  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  best  to  establish  Orphan  Homes,  where 
necesRary,  etc. 

Item  5,  page  111.  The  General  Synod  declared  the  proposed  amendments  to 
the  Constitution,  as  sent  down  to  the  Cla&ses  for  approval  or  rejection,  as  hav- 
ing been  all  adopted. 

Item  6ypage  112.  The  General  Synod  requests  the  District  Synods  to 
examine  and  give  an  expression  of  their  opinion  on  the  following  points  of 
the  proposed  revision  of  the  Constitution,  namely:  a)  Annual  Sessions  of  the 
General  Synod.  6)  Election  of  delegates  by  the  Synods  instead  of  the  Classes, 
c)  Concentration  of  Church-work  on  Boards  appointed  by  the  General  Synod. 

Item  7,  page  159.  The  General  Synod  recommends  an  additional  column  to 
the  present  statistical  table,  in  which  the  estimated  value  of  Church  property 
shall  be  given. 

Item  8,  pa{/e  167.  The  General  Synod  assessed  this  Synod  in  the  sum  of 
$440.00  for  contingent  purposes. 

Item  9,  page  168.  The  attention  of  the  District  Synods,  delinquent  to  George 
Gelbach,  former  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension  Board,  is  called  to  said 
delinquency. 

Item  10,  page  170.  The  General  Synod  will  meet  in  the  Third  Reformed 
Church  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  Wednesday  Evening,  May  7th,  A.  d.  1884,  at 
8  o'clock.  Respectfully  subm.tted, 

S.  S.  Miller,  Chairman. 

Items  1,2,  4,  5  and  10  were  severally  adopted  ;  item  3  was 
adopted,  and  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Missions  was  directed 
to  the  matter ;  item  6  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  Revs.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  Dr.  Santee,  A.  J.  Heller,  H.  St.  J. 
Rinker,  Dr.  Welker,  and  Elders  G.  S.  Griffith,  C.  A.  Shultz,  and 
J.  R.  Pague ;  item  7  was  adopted,  and  the  attention  of  the  Classes 
called  to  the  matter ;  item  8  was  adopted,  and  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  ordered  to  make  the  necessary  assessment  to  meet  the 
same ;  and  item  9  was  adopted,  with  the  statement  that  the  Synod 
of  the  Potomac  is  not  delinquent  in  the  matter,  having  paid  its  full 
apportionment,  $232.00,  November  5th,  1874,  as  per  voucher. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  presented  their  report, 
which  was  received,  acted  on  item  by  item,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and 
is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
report,  from  letters  and  papers  placed  in  its  hands : 

No.  1.  An  overture  from  the  Iowa  Clasfis,  earnestly  petitioning  this  Synod 
to  aid  them  in  their  work  of  missions.    The  amount  asked  for  is  S500.00. 
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No.  2.  A  complaint  from  the  pastor  of  the  York  Springs  Charge  against 
certain  action  of  Zion's  Cla^sis,  at  its  meeting  in  Bioomfield,  Perry  county,  Pa. 

No.  3.  A  letter  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod, 
stating  that  said  Synod  had  selected  the  Rev.  Dr.  Theo.  Appel  as  its  choice 
for  Superintendent  of  Missions  for  the  ensuing  term. 

No.  4.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions, 
giving  the  request  of  said  Board,  that  all  collections  taken  up  for  Home  Mis- 
niuns,  during  our  present  sessions,  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of  that  Board. 

No.  5.  A  statement  of  the  Bethany  Orphans*  Home,  from  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Home,  presenting  the 
condition  and  wants  of  said  institution. 

No.  6.  A  request  from  the  Northern  Illinois  Classis,  asking  permiat^ion  to 
send  a  financial  agent  into  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  with  the  view  of  collect- 
ing funds  for  the  founding  of  a  College  by  said  Classis. 

No.  7.  Three  petitions  from  congregations  of  the  York  Springs  Charge, 
joining  their  pastor  in  his  complaint  against  the  action  of  Zion's  Classis, 
already  referred  to  in  this  report,  under  item  2. 

No.  8.  A  communication  from  Rev.  Dr.  Wanner,  asking  the  Synod  to  give 
a  deliverance  on  the  nature  of  a  complainty  whether  or  not  it  stays  the  action  of 
the  Classis. 

No.  9.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  asking  the 
Synod  to  excuse  his  absence,  and  requesting  that  the  licentiates  Albert  Kreu- 
ter  and  Frederick  Ewald,  sent  out  as  missionaries  from  Basel,  Switzerland,  to 
be  enrolled  as  members  of  the  Portland-Oregon  Classis.   • 

No.  10.  A  request  from  Rev.  Henry  Miller,  asking  the  Synod  to  give  a 
deliverance  on  the  propriety  of  raising  funds  for  missionary  and  church  pur- 
poses by  means  of  festivals,  excursions,  picnics,  etc. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Hassler,  Chairman. 

Item  1  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions,  after 
the  letter  had  been  read.  For  the  action  of  Synod  on  items  2  and 
7,  see  Article  XVII.,  Complaints;  items  3,  4  and  9  were  adopted, 
the  requests  being  granted ;  on  items  6  and  10,  see  Article  XXI., 
Miscellaneous ;  item  6  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Education  for  consideration  ;  and  the  request  of  Rev.  Dr.  Wanner, 
contained  in  item  8,  was  answered  in  the  negative,  L  e.,  that  a  com- 
plaint does  not  stay  the  action  of  the  Class i. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  presented  their 
report  during  the  session  of  Monday  afternoon,  which  was  received, 
disposed  of  item  by  item,  amended,  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is 
as  follows : 
To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

Dear  Brethren  :  Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  after  a  careful 
examination  of  the  same,  find  the  following  items  claiming  the  attention  of 
the  Synod : 

I.   IRREGULARITIES 

1.     The  Classes  of  Zion,  North  Carolina,  San  Francisco,  and  Portland-Ore- 

Sn,  failed  to  incorporate  the  reports  of  their  respective  treasurers  in  their 
inutesi  as  famished  to  the  Synod. 
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2.  The  Classis  of  North  Carolina  fails  to  give  the  hour  at  which  it  con- 
venes next  year. 

3.  The  same  Classis  failed  to  elect  a  delegate  secundus  to  the  late  General 
Synod. 

II.   REQUESTS   AND   RECOMMENDATIONS. 

4.  Zion's  Classis  requests  the  formation  of  three  Classes  out  of  their  present 
t  rritory. 

5.  Virginia  Clasais  reqnests  that  the  Synod  allow  her  to  use  the  balance  of 
a  missionary  apportionment  of  $150  00  within  her  own  bounds. 

6.  San  Francisco  Classis  requests  the  Svnod  to  give  its  attention  to  the 
large  cities  along  the  Pacific  coast,  as  affording  an  inviting  field  for  Mission- 
ary effort. 

7.  Portland-Oregon  Classis  requests  the  Synod  to  establish  a  German  Pro- 
fessorship in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

8.  The  same  Classis  requests  the  Synod  to  exonerate  her  from  the  appor- 
tionment of  125.00  for  Home  Missions. 

in.    APPEALS  AND   COMPLAINTS. 

9.  The  Rev.  A.  Wanner  complains  to  the  Synod  of  the  action  of  Zion's 
Classis  in  the  division  of  his  pastoral  charge. 

IV.   SUBJECTS   REFERRED  TO   THE   CLASSES. 

10.  All  the  Classes  took  favorable  action  upon  the  subjects  referred 
to  them. 

11.  The  Virginia  Classis  returns  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Synod  for  its 
favorable  action  in  reference  to  the  missionary  work  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Classis. 

12.  Portland-Oregon  Classis  expresses,  in  tender  terms,  its  sincere  gratitude 
to  the  Synod  for  its  very  warm  expression  of  sympathy  in  its  behalf. 

V.   LICENSED,   ORDAINED,   RECEIVED  AND   DISMISSED. 

13.  Zion's  Classis  licensed  Calvin  S.  Slagle  and  dismissed  him  to  the  Mer* 
cersburg  Classis^ ;  received  the  licentiate  Alfred  F.  Dreisbach  from  the  Eas* 
Pennsylvania  Classis,  and  ordained  him  to  the  Holy  Ministrv ;  received  the 
Rev.  ftenry  T.  Spangler  from  the  Eastern  Ohio  Classis,  the  llev.  Walter  E. 
Krebs  from  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  the  Rev.  David  N.  Dittmar 
from  the  Mercersburg  Classis ;  and  dismissed  the  Rev.  William  F.  Colli- 
flower  to  the  Maryland  Classis. 

14.  Maryland  Classis  received  the  Revs.  William  A.  Gring  and  Jacob  B. 
Kerschner  from  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  the  Rev.  William  F.  Colliflower 
from  the  Zion's  Classis  of  this  Synod,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Hoffmeier  from 
the  Clarion  Claa-tis ;  and  dismissed  the  Rev.  Abner  R.  Kremer  to  the  Virginia 
Classis. 

15.  Mercersburg  Classis  licensed  Edgar  S.  Hassler,  George  B.  Resser,  and 
Albert  A.  Black  ;  received  the  licentiates  Cyrus  J.  Musaer  from  the  Somerset 
Classis,  and  Calvin  S.  Slagle  from  Zion's  Classis  of  this  Synod,  and  ordained 
them  to  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ministry ;  received  George  B.  Russell,  D.  D.. 
from  the  Maryland  Classis,  and  the  Rev.  Cyrus  Cort  from  the  Iowa  Classis: 
and  dismissed  the  licentiate  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg  to  the  Westmoreland 
Classis,  the  Rev.  David  N.  Dittmar  to  Zion's  Classis  of  this  Synod,  the  Rev. 
Henry  I.  Comfort  to  the  Miami  Classis,  the  Rev.  David  W.  Ebbert  to  the 
Philadelphia  Classis,  Elnathan  E.  Higbee,  D.  D^  and  the  licentiate  George  F. 
Mull  to  the  Lebanon  Classis,  the  Revs.  Wm.  A.  Gfring  and  Jacob  B.  Kerschner 
to  the  Maryland  Classis,  and  the  licentiate  George  B.  Resser  to  the  Lancaster 
Classis  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

16.  Virginia  Classis  received  the  Rev.  Abner  R.  Kremer  from  the  Mary- 
land Classis. 
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17.  North  Carolina  Classis  licensed  Paul  Barringer,  and  ordained  him  to 
the  H0I7  Ministry :  received  the  Rev.  G.  Dickey  Gurley  from  the  Westmore- 
land Claris;  and  aismissed  the  Rev.  Julius  H.  Shuford  to  the  Shelby  Classis. 

18.  San  Francisco  Classis  received  the  Rev.  Charles  Ilartman  from  the 
Indiana  Classis. 

19.  Portland-Oregon  Classis  received  the  licentiates  Albert  Kreuter  and 
Frederick  Ewald  from  the  Reformed  Church  of  Switzerland. 

VI.   PLACE  AND  TIME   OF    THE    NEXT   ANNUAL    MEETINGS    OF  THE 

CLASSES. 

20.  Zion's  Classis  will  meet  in  Trinity  Reformed  Church,  York,  York 
county,  Pa.,  on  Tuesday,  May  30th,  a.  d.  1882,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  Rev.  H. 
Hilbish.  President;  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Slaled  Clerk;  and  Elder  C  A. 
Shultz,  Treasurer. 

21.  Maryland  Classis  will  meet  in  Middletown,  Frederick  connty,  Md.,  on 
Wedne8<lay.  May  31st,  a.  d.  1882,  at  7 :  30  o'clock  p.  m.  Rev.  T.  F.  Hofl- 
meier,  President;  and  Rev.  S.  8.  Miller,  StcLted  Clerk  and  Treofiurer, 

22.  Mercersburg  Classis  will  meet  in  Mercersburg,  Franklin  county,  Pa., 
on  Wednesday,  May  10th,  A  d.  1882,  at  7:30  o'clock  p.  M.  Rev.  W.  C. 
Cremer,  President ;  and  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

23.  Virginia  Classis  will  n^eet  in  Middlebrook,  Augusta  county,  Va.,  on 
Wednesday,  May  17th,  A.  d.  1882,  at  7 :  30  o'clock  p.  M.  Rev.  A.  J.  Bowers, 
President;  Rev.  B.  R.  Camahan,  <S^a^e(2  Clerk;  and  Rev.  J.  A.  Hoffheins, 
Treasurer. 

24.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Rowan  county, 
N.  C,  on  Thursday,  May  11th,  a.  d.  1882,  at  —  o'clock.  Rev.  M.  L.  Hed- 
rick,  President;  G.  W.  Welker,  D.D.,  Stated  Clerk;  and  Rev.  T.  Long, 
Treasurer. 

25.  San  Francisco  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Church,  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  on  Friday,  June  2d,  a.  d.  1882,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  Rev.  J.  Fuendeling, 
President;  Rev.  C.  F.  Waldecker,  Stated  Oerk;  and  Eider  P.  Weiland, 
Treasurer. 

26.  Portland-Oregon  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Peter's  Reformed  Church  at 
Beaver  Creek,  Oregon  City,  Clackamas  county,  Oregon,  on  Thursday,  June  8th, 
A.  D.  1882,  at  7  :  30  o'clock  p.  m.  Rev.  J.  Muellhanpt,  President;  Rev.  J. 
Lange,  Stated  Clerk;  and  Elder  F.  Koellermeier,  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hy.  St.  J.  RiNKEB,  Chairman* 

Items  1,  2,  3,  6,  6,  and  10  to  26  inclusive,  were  severally 
adopted.  For  the  action  of  the  Synod  on  item  4,  see  Article  XIX., 
Church  Government ;  on  items  7  and  8,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscel- 
laneous ;  and  on  item  9,  see  Article  XVII.,  Complaints. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURB   AND    ORDINATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordi- 
nation reported  as  follows,  which  was  adopted,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  report  that 
there  has  been  nothing  for  the  Committee  to  do. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  W.  Glessneb,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

STATE  OF  RELiaiON  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORTS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical 
Reports  presented  the  following  report,  during  the  session  of  Mon- 
day evening,  which  was  received,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE    ON  STATE   OF   RELIGION — SYNOD    OF 

POTOMAC. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren :  Tlirongh  the  mercy  of  God,  we  have  been 
permitted  to  meet  once  more  as  a  Synod,  to  hear  and  tell  what  God  has  dooe 
for  ufl  and  wrought  by  us,  and  in  our  midftt,  and  to  devise  means  and  measures, 
looking  to  the  building  up,  increase  and  prosperity  of  our  Reformed  Zion. 
Through  dangers  seen  and  unseen,  through  difficulties  and  trials,  often  sore 
and  severe,  and  amidst  the  shafts  of  death  which  are  flying  all  around  us, 
striking  down  one  here  and  another  there,  God  has  safely  led  us  on  and  brought 
us  here.  And  here  we  are  to-day,  ministers  and  elders,  the  monument;)  of 
God's  watchful,  preserving,  and  loving  care.  Well  may  each  one  of  us  ex- 
claim :  *•  What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  His  benefits  toward  me?*' 
and,  **  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul :  and  all  that  is  within  me,  bles^  His  holy 
name.*' 

We  are  called  on,  and  it  is  meet  and  right  for  us  so  to  do,  to  thank  God  that 
we  are  permitted  to  meet  as  brethren,  to  dwell  together,  deliberate,  and  con- 
sult with  each  other  in  unity  and  peace.  Thank  God,  that  the  peace  move- 
ment, which  was  inaugurated  over  three  years  ago,  has  been  happily  consum- 
mated, and  that  peace  and  harmony  now  reign  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  Church.  Instead  of  wasting  their  energies  in  fruitless  contro- 
versies, unhallowed  bickerings  and  strife,  the  brethren  can  now,  and  do  nov, 
as  the  Classical  reports,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  clearly  show, 
employ  themselves  more  in  working  for  God,  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  and 
for  the  prosperity  and  good  of  the  Church. 

Now,  as  a  consequence,  in  part,  of  the  reign  of  peace  and  harmony  through- 
out the  Church,  the  reports  of  the  different  Classes  come  to  us  fraught  with 
glad  tidings — with  good  news.  They  tell  us,  that  God  huH  prospered  us,  and 
blesned  the  labors  of  His  ministering  servants,  during  the  past  year,  to  an 
extent,  and  in  a  degree,  not  known  in  any  previous  year  of  the  history  of  this 
Synod.  They  tell  uh,  that  in  every  department  of  Church  work,  and  in  every 
interest  pertaining  to  such  work,  considerable  progress  has  been  made;  that 
ministers  and  people  have  not  been  asleep,  nor  standing  idle  in  the  vineyard 
of  the  Lord  ;  that  our  people  are  becoming  more  and  more  alive  to  their  duty, 
and,  to  an  encouraging  degree,  have  beep  doing  what  their  hands  found  to  do; 
that  ministers  have  been  alive  to  the  responsibilities  resting  on  them,  as  God's 
ambassadors,  and  faithful  to  their  ordination  vows;  that  they  have  been  ac- 
tive, earnest  and  zealous,  in  discharging  the  duties  of  their  calling,  in  preach- 
ing the  Gospel,  in  visiting  the  sick  and  dying,  and  administering  to  them  the 
consolations  of  religion,  in  catechising  the  young  and  receiving  members  into 
the  Church,  and  in  administering  the  sacraments.  And  their  labors,  it  ap- 
pears, were  not  in  vain,  but  resulted  in  producing  much  fruit  to  the  glory  of 
God,  in  the  numbers  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  made  savingly  ac- 
quainted with  Christ,  and  in  the  edification  and  growth  in  grace  of  believers. 
The  reports,  that  have  come  down  to  us  from  the  different  Classes,  inform 
us,  that  an  unusual  number  of  new  churches  have  been  built  during  the  last 
year,  and  many  old  ones  repaired  and  beautified.  This,  too,  certainly  has  its 
significance.    Say  not,,  that  all  this  is  in  the  interest  of  pride  and  vain  show. 
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It  evidences, that  there  is  a  right  spirit  at  work  amongst  our  people.  Where 
there  is  no  love  for  God's  house,  no  interest  taken  in  its  proper  comeliness*, 
decency  and  beauty ;  where  there  is  no  desire  that  Go<i  may  have  a  house 
worthy  Ilin  glorious  character  and  name,  there  is  very  little  true  piety — little 
of  the  spirit  of  true  devotion.  If  we  love  God,  we  will  certainly  love  the 
house  in  which  He  is  worshipped,  and  where  He  meets  and  blesses  His  peo- 
ple. Where  there  is  no  true  reverence  for  God,  there  is  no  reverence  for  the 
house  in  which  He  has  recorded  His  name,  and  in  which  He  dwells.  How 
can  we  feel  right,  and  worship  God  aright,  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  in  an  un- 
sightly, uncomely,  and  filthy  house  of  worship  ?  ^Vbere  there  is  true  zeal 
for  God,  there  certainly  is  zeal  for  His  sanctuary — a  zeal  that  has  regard  for, 
and  looks  to,  its  beauty  and  comeliness. 

The  grace  of  liberality  has  abounded  amongst  our  people  during  the  past 
year,  and  abounded  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  any  previous  >ear.  The 
different  objects  of  benevolence  were  remembered  and  tolerably  well  sus- 
tained and  supported,  {toltrMy  well  sustained  and  supported  in  comparison  with 
the  support  they  received  in  former  years.)  Would  to  God,  that  this  giace — the 
grace  of  liberality — may  abound  still  more  And  more,  and  that  our  people 
may  soon  be  brought  to  see  and  feel,  that  they  are  not  their  own,  but  belong 
to  their  faithful  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  all  they  have  belongs 
to  Him,  and  should  be  consecrated  to  His  service  and  cause.  The  language 
of  one  Classical  report  is:  "An  advance  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  our 
people  in  liberality.  The  pastors  present  all  came  prepared  to  meet  the  as- 
sessments laid  by  Classis  on  ttieir  several  charges,  and  some  of  them  have 
gone  considerably  beyond  what  they  were  asked  by  Classis  to  do,  in  order  to 
meet  the  pressing  wants  of  the  Church."  Another  Classical  report  says  :  *•  We 
notice,  with  special  pleasure,  the  increased  benevolence  of  the  churches.  The 
cause  of  Missions,  Home  and  Foreign,  has  been  more  faithfully  remembered 
than  usual."  The  report  coming  from  another  Classis  conveys  the  pleasing 
intelligence,  that  within  the  bounds  of  that  Classis,  **  the  amounts  raised  for 
the  different  benevolent  objects  and  interests  of  the  Church  have  l>e8n  much 
increased  over  that  of  former  years."  It  says  further :  "  It  is  with  joy  we  hail 
the  increasing  spirit  of  liberality,  for  it  is  evidently  indicative  of  growth  in 
spiritual  life,  light  and  love."  The  acts  and  proceedings  of  another  Classis,  at 
its  last  annual  meeting,  reveal  the  fact,  that,  within  the  bounds  of  that  Classis, 
**  the  duty  of  giving  is  better  understood." 

Our  brethren  on  the  Pacific  coast  are  not  idle,  but  doing  all  they  can  to 
push  forward  the  work  committed  to  their  hands.  In  spite  of  the  limited 
means  at  their  disposal, — in  spite  of  the  difficulties  with  which  they  have  to 
contend,  and  of  many  discouragements,  they  are  doing  a  good  work.  The  truth 
is,  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  they  are  doing  remarkably  well.  They 
deserve  the  gratitude  of  the  Church  for  their  self-denving  eilbrts  and  labors  to 
extend  the  boundaries  of,  and  build  up,  the  Reformed  Church  in  those  remote 
regions  of  our  land. 

From  the  different  Classical  reports  we  gather  the  gratifying  intelligence, 
that  our  people  are  becoming  more  and  more  interested  in  Foreign  missionary 
work,  and  more  and  more  disposed  in  the  way  of  sympathv,  and  by  their 
money  and  prayers,  to  further  the  good  cause  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  sustain 
our  missionary  now  in  the  foreign  field.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  We  need 
not  look  for  much  success  in  our  efforts  to  build  up  our  Church  at  home,  if  we 
shut  up  our  bowels  of  compassion  from  the  benighted  heathen,  and  close  our 
ears  against  the  Macedonian  cry,  coming  up  to  us  from  the  dark  comers  of 
the  earth  :  '^Come  over  and  help  us." 

Your  Committee  is  glad  to  report  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  ministers 
and  people  in  the  Sunday-school  cause.  Conventions  have  been  held,  and 
various  other  means  and  methods  employed  for  the  purpose  of  waking  up  our 
people  to  a  lively  sense  of  the  importance  of  Sunday-schools,  and  stirring  them 
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up  to  increaned  activity  in  Sunday-school  work.  The  language Vf  one  of  the 
Classical  reports,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  is  as  follows :  "  We  notice  with 
great  pleasure,  that  the  Sunday-school  work  of  the  Clasflis  is  receiving  special 
care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  ministry  and  people.  Conventions  have 
been  held  in  each  diHtrict,  and  new  energy  awakened  by  their  influence.'*  So 
say  pretty  much  all  the  reports. 

One  of  our  ministerial  brethren  has  gone  to  his  reward  since  we  last  met. 
The  Rev.  John  H.  Sykes  was  called  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  away  after 
his  return  home  from  the  last  meeting  of  Synod.  In  the  midst  of  his  useful- 
ness and  'labors  he  was  summoned  to  his  reward.    In  the  language  of  Wesley, 

**  His  labors  with  his  life  laid  down, 
He  ceostd  at  one*  to  work  and  live.'* 

And  here  it  is  well  also  to  make  mention  of  the  death  of  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Fisher.  Though  not  a  member  of  this  Synod,  still  it  is  proper,  on  account  of 
a  long  life  spent  in  the  service  of  the  Church,  and  his  many  and  valuable  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  Church,  to  make  honorable  mention  of  his  name  here. 
He  died  away  from  his  home,  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  shortly  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  General  Synod.  It  becomes  us  all  to  lay  to  heart  the  admonition  of 
the  Saviour :  '*  Therefore  be  ye  also  ready ;  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think 
not,  the  Son  of  man  cometh." 

But,  alas  I  we  have  not  all  sweet  to  offer  you.  We  have  not  all  good  news. 
With  the  sweet  there  is  also  a  little  that  is  bitter.  With  the  good  evil  is 
always  mixed.  Sorrow  is  often  mingled  with  our  joys,  and  pain  with  plea- 
sure. So  it  always  has  been  in  this  world,  and  so  we  may  expect  it  to  oe  as 
long  as  the  world  stands.  There  is  no  pleasure  here  without  being  received, 
to  a  certain  extent,  with  pain,  and  no  sweet  without  its  bitter.  The  reports 
coming  down  to  us  from  the  different  Classes,  whilst  they  contain  much  that 
is  encouraging  and  comforting,  much  to  cheer  our  hearts,  much  to  awaken 
hope  for  the  future,  and  much  to  stimulate  us  to  renewed  exertion  in  time  to 
come,  they  contain  much  also  that  is  calculated  to  sadden  the  heart.  The 
Church  is,  and  will  be,  as  long  as  she  is  in  this  world,  militant.  In  her, 
darkness  will  be  mingled  with  light,  error  with  truth,  evil  with  good,  right- 
eousness and  holiness  with  sin,  as  long  as  she  is  in  her  militant  state.  And  it  is 
certain,  judging  from  the  classical  reports,  that  our  branch  of  the  Church,  as 
well  as  other  branches  of  the  Church  Catholic,  has  not  yet  reached  her  proper 
status,  and  attained  her  proper  position  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  in  the  sode 
of  Christian  perfection.  She  is  still  lacking  in  many  respects — still  far  from 
being  what  she  ought  to  be.  She  has  still  enough  to  lament  over.  She  has 
still  to  mourn  over  the  imperfections,  short -comings  and  sins  of  her  members; 
of  indifference  on  the  part  of  many  towards  her  ordinances,  means  of  grace, 
and  things  spiritual,  divine  and  heavenly;  to  mourn  becau>«e  so  many  within 
our  fold  dishonor  their  profession,  and  do  not  walk  worthy  of  the  calling 
wherewith  they  were  called  ;  to  lament  and  mourn  because  many  within  her 
pale  love  the  world  more  than  they  love  God,  and  because  greed  for  the  world 
prevents  them  from  discharging  their  duty  to  God  and  the  Church,  in  the 
way  of  liberally  supporting  and  sustaining  every  good  cause. 

'*  Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we 
ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto  Him  be  glory 
in  the  Church,  by  Christ  Jesus  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end.  Amen." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  H.  Mjlrtik,  Chairman, 

[For  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix.] 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 

EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  presented  its  annual  report  to  the  Synodt 
during  Thursday  forenoon's  session,  which  was  received,  and  then 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on.  Education.  The  repor, 
is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

I.    REPORT  OF  THE   BOARD   OP   EDUCATION.  » 

To  the  Reverend  Stfnod  of  the  Potomcx: 

The  Board  of  EducaMon  begs  leave  to  present  to  the  Synod  the  following 
report  of  ita  operations,  during  the  past  synodical  year: 

At  its  meeting  in  Woodstock,  held  near  the  close  of  the  last  annual  sessions 
of  the  Synod,  the  Board  was  organized  by  the  re-election  of  the  officers  of  the 
previous  year,  and  by  the  re-appointment  of  the  same  Executive  Committee. 

The  Board  had  under  its  care  and  supervision,  during  the  last  sy nodical 
year,  seven  beneficiary  students.  Four  of  these  pursued  their  studies  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  ai  Lancaster,  Pa.  Two  of  them  completed  the  full 
three  yearn'  course  in  the  Seminary  last  May,  and  were  regularly  graduated 
from  that  institution.  On  the  day  following  their  graduation,  they  were  duly 
licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  at  an  adjourned 
meeting  held  in  Chambersburg,  Pd. 

One  of  the  theological  students,  by  permission  of  the  Board,  and  also  of  the 
Classis  aiding  him,  was  allowed  to  intermit  his  studies  in  the  Middle  Class  of 
the  Seminary  last  January,  with  the  view  of  spending  a  year  or  two  in  teaching, 
and  then  resuming  and  concluding  his  theological  studies. 

At  the  present  time,  the  Board  has  only  four  beneficiaries  to  furnish  with 
funds.  One  of  these  is  a  member  of  the  Senior  and  another  a  member  of  the 
Junior  Class  in  the  Seminary.  And  one  is  in  the  Senior  Class  and  the 
remaining  one  in  the  Junior  Class  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College.  Thus 
it  will  be  seen,  that  in  less  than  a  year  hence  the  Board  will  have  under  its 
care  only  three  beneficiary  students,  unless,  in  the  mean  time,  others  are 
received  under  its  supervision  and  care. 

By  a  careful  examination  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  and  the 
several  District  Synods,  the  painful  fact  becomes  apparent,  that  there  is,  at  the 
present  time,  a  gradual  diminution  going  on  in  the  number  of  young  men  pre- 
paring themselves  for  the  gospel  ministry  in  our  Church.  Whilst  the  borders 
of  our  Zion  are  being  extended,  and  the  demand  for  thoroughly  equipped 
workmen  is  increasing,  the  number  of  those  in  a  regular  course  of  training  for 
the  needed  work  is  gradnallv  growing  less  from  year  to  year.  Pastoral 
charges  also  are  being  divided  and  new  ones  formed.  Efficient  pastors  like- 
wise are  being  removed  by  the  hand  of  death.  At  the  present  time,  the  num- 
ber of  candidates  for  the  ministry  in  our  branch  of  the  Church  catholic  is  not 
adequate  to  supply  these  demands,  let  alone  meet  a  true  missionary  spirit,  such 
as  should  by  all  means  characterize  us.  If  this  state  of  affiurs  is  suffered  to 
continue,  it  will  not  be  long  until  the  Reformed  Church  can  disband  her 
Boards  of  Education  and  close  her  Theological  Seminaries.  Is  it  right  and 
proper,  beloved  brethren  of  the  Synod,  for  us  to  close  our  eyes  against  such 
solemn  facts  as  these,  which  so  painfully  confront  us,  and  not  endeavor,  as 
Christian  men,  to  meet  them  ? 

A  living  personal  ministry  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  existence  of  the 
Church  among  men.  Now,  as  in  the  Apostolic  age,  the  Church  rests,  not  on 
abstract  confession  or  given  svstem  of  theology,  but  on  a  living  personal  min- 
istry— on  the  foundation  of  the  Apostles  and  Prophets,  Jesus  Christ  Himself 
being  the  chief  oomer-stone.    An  ordained  ministry,  acting  under  an  apostolic 
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commission,  nnd  presenting  to  men,  continuallj  from  a^^e  to  age,  the  mjateriea 
of  grace  through  their  office,  divinely  originated,  and  of  truly  supernatural 
character  and  force,  must  be  maintained  by  any  Church  which  claims  to  act 
in  the  name  of  Ciirist  for  the  salvation  of  men.  Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  of 
more  profound  and  solemn  concern  to  the  Reformed  Church,  than  the  fact 
which  so  painfully  challenges  it,  in  an  actual  and  marked  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  those  preparing  for  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry. 

In  order  to  secure  candidates  for  the  sacred  office,  there  mpst  be  a  prevailing 
consecration  to  the  Church  among  our  people,  such  as  will  serve  to  challenge 
our  young  men  as  a  voice  from  Christ  11  imself,  to  set  themselves  apart  for  the 
Lord,  to  prepare  for  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry.  And  just  here  the 
question  confronts  us.  How  can  this  necessary  spirit  of  consecration  to  the 
Church  of  Christ  be  more  universally  enkindled  among  our  people,  that  our 
young  men  may,  at  all  timei*,  be  called  out  and  stimulated  to  dedicate  them- 
selves to  the  ministry,  as  called  thereto  by  the  very  community  where  they 
are?  Of  course,  much  is  dependent  here  upon  the  earnest  activity  of  our 
pastors.  As  were  8t.  Paul  and  his  co-laborers,  so  must  they  be  anxious  to 
devote  the  first  fruits  of  their  labors,  of  their  catechisation  and  pastoral  super- 
vision and  visitation,  especially  to  the  office  of  the  ministry.  They  must  keep 
steadily  before  their  faith  that  the  richest  bloom  of  their  whole  work  is  that  of 
having  pointed  and  carried  forward  their  spiritual  sons  to  the  rank  of  co- 
laborers  with  themselves  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

And,  if  at  all  earnest  in  our  work  of  securing  students  to  study  and  prepare 
themselves  for  ordination,  we  cannot,  of  course,  fail,  at  the  same  time,  to  be 
equally  interested  in  the  matter  of  securing  the  necessary  funds  to  aR^ure  the 
full  education  of  the  same  for  their  solemn  and  responsible  work.  The  two 
are,  in  our  mind,  inseparable,  liost  signally,  too,  in  the  case  of  the  ministry, 
has  the  declaration  of  the  Saviour  shown  profound  truthfulness,  that  '*  the 
poor  always  ye  have  with  you."  It  is  emphatically  from  the  ranks  of  the 
poor,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  that  the  candidates  for  the  ministry  in  the 
Reformed  Church  come.  The  office  itself,  which  involves  the  idea  of  great 
self-denial,  seems  to  necessitate  this.  **  Not  many  wise  men  after  the  flesh, 
not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble  are  called.'' 

The  whole  subject  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  most  earnest  and  prayerful 
consideration  of  the  Synod,  now  in  session. 

The  Board  thankfully  acknowledges  the  receipt,  a  few  months  since,  of 
1300.00,  being  a  part  of  the  bequest  of  Samuel  Bu.ssard,  formerly  an  elder  in 
the  Friend's  Cove  Church  of  Bedford  county.  Pa.,  who  died  several  years  ago. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  gratefully  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  fol- 
lowing contributions  for  Beneficiary  Education,  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 
The  aggregate  sum  contributed  by  each  pastoral  charge  is  given,  omitting  the 
items  and  dates  of  payment : 

SYNOPSIS  OF  treasurer's  REPORT. 

Maryland  Qeusis. 

Sunday-school  of  Evangelical  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick,  Anni- 
versary Offering 195  67 

Evangeliesd  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick 92  16 

First  Church  of  Baltimore 46  00 

Hagerstown  Charge 42  40 

Middletown  Charge 40  00 

Cavetown  Charge 30  00 

Third  Church  of  Baltimore 30  00 

Manchester  Charge 25  00 

Mechanicstown  Charge 18  00 

St.  Paul's  Church  of  Baltimore ' 17  50 
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Mount  Monah  Charge 15  00 

JeflerBon  Chaise 15  00 

Westminster  Charge 9  08 

Mount  Pleasant  Charge 5  00 

Amount |i479  81 

Mereertburg  Chugis. 

Chambersburg  Charge  .    .   .   .  • $50  00 

Waleretreet  **        •    .    • 50  00 

Bedford                   *'        45  00 

Yellow  Creek        *•        25  00 

Greenfield               "        24  65 

Orbiwnia                "        24  00 

Woodcock  Valley  •' .  23  00 

St.  Thomas             '•        20  00 

Mont  Alto               " 20  00 

Martinsburg           •*        15  00 

Greencastle             •'        15  00 

Altoona                   •'        15  00 

Wavne«boro           "        13  50 

Huntingdon            "        13  35 

Everett                   *'        10  54 

Loudon                    "        10  07 

St.  Claireville        "        10  00 

Friend's  Cove         '*        10  00 

Sulphur  Spring      "        / 10  00 

Clover  Creek          «' 5  00 

Hickory  Bottom     "        6  00 

St.  John's  Ciuirch  of  Chambersburg 5  00 

Shippennburg  Charge 5  00 

McConnellsburg     •*        , 3  00 

Schellsburg             **        1  74 

Amount • $429  85 

Virfftnia  Oassia, 

Interest  on  Absalom  Binker  legacy,  per  Bev.  J.  A.  Hoffheins,  Treas.  .  1160  00 

Bequegts, 

Bequest,  in  part,  of  Samuel  Bussard,  late  of  Friend's  Cove,  Pa.  .    .  $300  00 

Int.  on  Jacob  Sioudenour  legacy  for  one  year,  per  Treas.  of  Synod  .  12  00 

KECA  PITULATION. 

Summary  of  Beceipta. 

October  11.  1880.     Balance  in  Treasury $276  10 

Beceived  from  Maryland  Classis      479  81 

•*        **    Mercersburg 429  86 

Part  of  bequest  of  Samuel  Bussard 300  00 

Interest  on  Absalom  Binker^s  legacy 160  00 

Interest  on  Jacob  Stoudenour's  legacy 12  00 

ToUl  Beceipts $1,657  76 
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Summary  of  Payments. 

Paid  beneficiary  students  of  Mercersbarg  Classis $356  25 

*«                        "                Maryland  Classis 337  50 

"                       "                Virginia  Classis '  175  00 

Postage,  revenue  stamps,  etc ' !!  21 

October  17, 1881.     Balance  in  Treasury 786  80 

Total  payments $,1,657  76 

BespectfuUy  submitted  by 

The  Boabd  of  Education. 

We  hereby  do  certify,  that  we  have  carefully  audited  the  account  of  Bev. 
William  M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Potomac,  by  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct. 

The  foregoing  Synopsis  and  Recapitulation  are  a  true  and  faithful  statement 
of  the  same.    There  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  this  date,  of  $786.80. 

Mercersburg,  Pa,,  October  17,  1881. 


• 


I.  G.  Brown,  \  ru 

J.  Hassler.   I  OommitUe. 


II.    REPORT  OP  BOARD   OP  VISITORB   OP  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary,  as  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board, 
to  wit : 

To  ihe  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

Dear  Brethren:  The  Board  of  Visitors  of  ihe  Theological  Seminary  presents 
to  your  honorable  body  through  the  undersigned,  the  following  as  their  Annual 
Beport : 

At  the  opening  of  the  Seminary  in  September  one  year  ago,  the  following 
persons  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  Junior  Class,  fourteen  in  number: 
Solomon  A.  Alt,  Benjamin  F.  Bausman,  William  F.  Faber,  Geo.  W.  Gerhard, 
Daniel  N.  Harnish,  John  N.  Iloobaugh,  Alfred  P.  Horn,  Charles  W.  Levan, 
Henry  H.  Saugus,  David  B.  Schneder,  Frank  W.  Smith,  Adam  S.  Weber, 
Jairus  A.  Wickert  and  George  A.  Zeller.  The  Rev,  S.  Olin  Garrison,  an  or- 
dained minister  of  the  Methodist  £pi$icopal  Church,  having  previously  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  the  Drew  Seminary  of  his  own  Church,  wishing  to  avail 
himself  of  the  opportunity  afibrded  him  as  missionary  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
to  complete  his  theological  studies,  was  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  Sem- 
inary, and  he  finished  his  studies  with  the  Senior  Class. 

As  a  matter  of  regret  we  state  that  several  of  the  students  were  under  the 
necessity  of  absenting  themselves  from  the  Seminary  during  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  the  year  on  account  of  ill  health,  or  because  they  found  it  necessary  to 
engage  in  teaching  in  order  to  increase  their  funds  for  their  suppiort  in  the 
future.  The  conduct  and  diligence  of  the  students  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  have,  as  a  general  thing,  been  good  and  commendable.  They  seek  to 
make  themselves  useful  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  during  the  year,  a  new  in- 
terest  has  been  awakened  among  them  in  the  cause  of  missions  and  fostered  in 
their  weekly  meetings.  The  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  year  were 
listened  to  with  much  interest  by  the  Board,  and  were  approved  as  satisfactory. 

The  members  of  the  Senior  Class,  having  completed  tne  prescribed  coarse  of 
studies,  and  sustained  their  final  examination  creditably  in  the  presence  of  the 
Board,  received  the  regular  certificate  of  dismission  prepared  for  this  purpose, 
setting  forth  these  facts,  at  the  Anniversary  of  the  Seminary  in  May  last.  They 
are  eleven  in  number,  and  their  names  are  as  follows :  Albert  A.  Black,  T.  A. 
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Fenatermacher,  S.  Olin  Garrison,  Edwin  A.  Gernant,  Edgar  S.  Hansler,  Cos- 
moe  H.  Herbst,  Newton  J.  Miller,  Cyrus  J.  MusBer,  George  B.  Resser,  Calvin 
8.  Slagle  and  Jofihua  Wolbach.  Most  of  them  have  entered  upon  the  active 
duties  of  the  ministry,  and  are  occupyine  fields  of  usefulness  in  the  (>hurch. 

The  Board  is  satisfied  with  the  work  done  by  the  Seminary  during  the  past 
year,  and  believe  that  there  is  cause  for  gratitude  and  thanksgiving  to  the 
Head  of  the  Church  for  the  measure  of  prosperity,  with  which  He  has  hitherto 
favored  our  School  of  the  Prophets  The  whole  number  of  students  reported 
in  the  annual  catalogue,  ))re8ent  and  absent,  was  31. 

Hitherto  the  Board  of  V^isitors  has  been  acting  in  the  capacity  of  a  Board  of 
Education,  but  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S.,  last 
year,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  belonging  to  that  Synod,  have  or 
ganized  tbrnrselves  into  a  Board  of  Education,  which  will  hereafter  transact 
its  business  apart  from  the  sessions  of  the  Board.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer 
is  annexed  to  this  report. 

The  Secretary  is  further  instructed  to  direct  the  attention  of  said  S}  nod  to 
the  following  action  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  at  its  last  Annual  Meeting. 

Resolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  Board  be  instfucted  to  draw  an  order  on 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  in  favor 
of  Dr.  Theodore  Appel  for  $40  for  salary  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  fcr  two 
years,  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  Synod  at  its  last  Annual  Meeting  at  Meyers- 
town,  Pa.,  and  also  $20  as  salary  for  the  present  year,  and  likewise  an  order 
on  said  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the  President  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  trans- 
mission of  sermons  of  the  graduating  class  through  the  mail  and  per  express 
— amounting  to  $2.31 — as  ordered  by  the  Synod  at  the  above  meeting. 

Resolvedy  That  in  case  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  refuses  to 
honor  the  above  orders,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  be  instructed  to  incorporate 
the  fact  in  the  annual  report  of  this  Board  to  Synod  by  way  of  complaint. 

In  accordance  with  the  last  of  these  resolutions,  I  herebv  inform  the  Synod, 
that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  has  refused  to  honor  the  orders 
above  referred  to  when  presented  to  him.  1  further  state  that  he  has  refused 
to  pay  an  order  drawn  on  him  by  the  President  of  the  Board  for  $10.00,  the 
amount  needed  to  pay  for  the  new  diploma  or  '*  certificate  of  dismission  "  pre- 
pared by  the  Secretary  as  ordered  by  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Theodore  Appel,  Scc'y  of  the  Board, 

III.    REPORTS  OF  THE   BOARDS   OF  TRUSTEES   OF  THE   THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY   AND   TREASURER. 

The  following  Reports  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees 
and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  to  wit : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac: 

Brethren  :  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Theological  Seminary  respectfully  pre- 
sent their  Annual  Report : 

The  usual  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  and  the  routine  business 
of  the  Board  has  been  transacted. 

We  received  a  copy  of  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S.,  directing  our 
Treasurer  **  to  pay  all  orders  drawn  on  him  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors,  for  all  incidental  and  legitimate  expenses  incurred  by  the  Board  in 
the  transaction  of  its  business  '' 

We  have  not  complie<l  with  this  action  of  said  Synod  for  the  very  sufficient 
reason  that  we  are  about  three  hundred  dollars  short  of  necessary  funds  to 
pay  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  Seminary  proper,  and  we  do  not  understand 
the  action  of  Synod  to  mean  that  these  drafts  upon  our  Treasurer  shall  take 
precedence  of  regular  standing  obligations,  such  as  Professors'  salaries,  coal, 
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light,  etc.,  incurred  in  running  the  Institution.  We  doubt,  alao,  the  authority 
of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  to  pass  such  action  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  other  two  Synods  represented  in  both  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board 
of  Visitors  of  the  Seminary. 

Since  our  last  report,  some  of  our  investments  have  been  paid,  and  we  have 
been  compelled  to  reinvest  at  5  per  cent,  interest,  and  at  this  time  we  are 
notified  by  holders  of  $13,000  of  our  fund^,  that  unless  we  allow  them  to  keep 
their  loans  at  5  per  cent.,  they  will  pay  them.  Our  experience  is  only  the 
same  as  others.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Svnod  of  the  U.  S.  has  had  to  invest  at 
the  same  rate  of  interest,  and  so  also  tiie  Finance  CJommittec  of  Franklin 
and  Marshall  Ck)llege. 

About  $4,000  of  our  endowment  fund  bears  no  interest  and  is  practically 
worthless,  consisting  of  Classical  notes,  etc.,  which  by  tacit  consent  the  Synod 
of  the  U.  S.  has  never  authorized  us  to  push  to  collection,  if  indeed  they  are 
collectable. 

Another  source  of  unavoidable  expense  is  the  keeping  up  the  Professors* 
houses.  The  heating  apparatus  and  other  absolutely  necessary  repairs  this 
vear  will  amount  to  over  $200  in  excess  of  our  regular  expenses  for  repairs. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  wo  think  that  instead  of  adding  to  the  drafts  upon  our 
Treasurer,  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  near  future,  for  Svnod  to  furnish  us  aid, 
that  we  may  be  able  to  meet  the  legitimate  and  unavoi(fable  expenses  incurred 
in  running  the  Institution.  Two  years  ago,  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S.  passed  an 
action  requesting  the  congregations  to  pay  to  our  Treasurer  the  proceeds  of  one 
collection  during  the  year.  The  total  receipts  from  this  source  were  $2409. 
From  this  it  appears  that  nearly  every  Pastor  present  at  that  meeting  of  Synod 
and  voting  for  this  action  went  home  to  his  charge  and  ignored  the  request  of 
Svnod. 

We  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  fact  that  the  Seminary  property  at 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  leased  by  this  Synod  to  theBegents  of  Mercersburg  College, 
has  been  advertised  for  sale  by  the  Sheriff* of  Franklin  county  during  the  cur- 
rent year.  The  Kegents  of  Mercersburg  College  have  mortgaged  the  lease,  and 
on  this  mortgage  judgment  has  been  obtained,  and  the  Sheriff  advertised  it  for 
sale.  We  consider  the  property  in  danger  so  long  as  this  mortgage  is  suffered 
to  remain.  It  is  for  the  Synods  to  determine  if  any  action  is  needed  to  pro- 
tect their  interests  in  this  property.  If  it  should  be  sold  under  this  mortgage, 
it  may  pass  out  of  the  control  of  our  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  W.  Gross,  President. 
Jno.  B.  Roth.  Treamrer. 
Edw.  J.  Zahm,  Eec.  Secretary. 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  Oct.  6/A,  1881. 


The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer  referred  to  in  the 
above  report : 

II.  treasurer's  report. 
John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminaryt  in  acct,,  Dr. 

Endowment  Fund,  Oct.  1,  1881. 

Total  of  Fund $69,299  76 

Of  this  sum  $2,000  yields  no  interest.  

Dr. 
For  sundrv  interests  received  from  Oct.  1, 1880,  to  Oct.  1,  1881  .   .    $4,946  99 

Cr. 
By  sundry  bills    and    salary  paid    per    vouchers    to 

Seminary  Board $6  382  66 

Amount  Dr.  brought  down 4,946  99 

Balance  due  Treasurer  Oct.  1, 1881 $1,435  67 
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Library  Fund. 
Amount  of  Fund 12,069  96 

Oct.  1, 1881.    For  sundry  interest  received  to  date  and  in  hand  .    .      $245  42 

Cr. 

Oct.  1,1881.     By  fliindry  biilfl  paid  to  date 115  54 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 129  88 

Smaltz  Fund. 
Amount  of  Fund f5,000  00 

Dr. 

Oct.  1,  1881.     For  balance  in  hand  Oct.  1,  1880,  and  pundry  inte- 
rest received  to  date $333  39 

Cr. 
Oct.  1,  1881.     By  sundry  orders  paid  by  Treasurer 333  39 

Building  Fund. 

Oct.  1,  1880.     Amount  reported  to  Board 12,396  05 

March  24,  1881.    Note  paid 300  00 

Total  of  Fund  Oct.  1,  1881 $12,696  05 

Pittsburgh  Prof.  Fund. 

Oct.  1,1881.    Amount  of  Fund $1,718  30 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  B.  Roth,  Treas. 
Lancaster,  Oct.  1,  1881. 

The  undersigned  Auditing  Committee  having  examined  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  and  compared  his  vouchers,  find  them  correct. 

Geo.  W.  Hensel, 
Lancaster,  Pa„  Oct.  1,  1881.  Edw'd  J.  Zahm. 


IV.    REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   EDUCATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Education,  to  whom  the  foregoing 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  Reports  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors,  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lan- 
caster, Pa ,  and  Treasurer,  had  been  referred,  reported  during  the 
session  of  Monday  evening.  Their  report  was  considered  item  by 
item,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Education  have  had  placed  in  their  hands  reports 
from  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Board  of  Visitors,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Theological  Seminary,  with  their  Treasurer's  account,  and  a  letter  from 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Classis. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Ekincation,  the  fact  of  a  very  limited  number 
of  students  for  the  ministry,  at  this  time  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  is  urged 
upon  the  attention  of  Synod.  It  is  the  principal  consideration  of  the  report; 
and  which  is  the  more  earnest  for  the  reason,  that  the  small  numher  of  men 
from  our  own  territory  is  but  the  showing  of  what  obtains  in  the  Church  at 
large.  The  cause  is  doubtless  a  local  and  definite  one;  but  it  is  the  more 
alarming,  as  the  Boanl  indicates,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  not  simply  local 
— a  temporary  reaction  it  may  be  of  a  former  effort  in  this  direction,  or  some 
other  cause  peculiar  to  ourselves,  but  that  we  are  passing  under  a  more  for- 


24 

midable  and  subtle  power  of  the  evil  affecting  the  general  life  of  the  Chnrch. 
The  Bonrd  has  looked  into  the  matter  carefully,  afl  gathered  from  the  Minutes 
of  the  General  Synod  and  the  Reveral  District  Synods,  and  savs,  that  there  is  a 
gradual  diminution  in  the  number  of  young  men  preparing  for  the  ministry. 

On  this  account  it  becomes  us  to  give  special  attention  to  this  particular 
part  of  our  work,  and  your  committee  proposes  that  the  following  re:K)lutioQ 
oe  adopted : 

Resdved,  That  the  Synod  hereby  solemnly  counsels  its  Pastors  and  Elders 
to  keep  in  mind  this  important  part  of  their  work  of  selecting  and  bringing 
up  suitable  young  men  foi^thehninistry ;  and  that,  as  a  necessary  part  of  this 
work,  they  continue  to  commend  and  urge  upon  our  people  the  cause  of  Bene- 
ficiary Education. 

The  Report  mentions  also  the  receipt  of  $300.00,  as  a  part  of  the  bequent  of 
Samuel  Bussard,  of  the  Friend's  Cove  congregation,  and  your  committee  pro- 
pose the  following  action  with  regard  to  it: 

Resolved^  That  this  act  of  testatory  benevolence  meets  the  cordial  approval 
of  the  Synod,  and  is  commended  as  a  good  example  of  Christian  love. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Seminary  report,  that  it  is  satisfied  with  the 
work  done  during  the  past  year.  Eleven  students  were  graduated.  The 
whole  number  catalogued  for  the  past  year  is  thirty  one. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  inform  us,  that  they  are  about 
$300.00  short  of  funds  to  meet  the  standing  obligations — such  as  professors' 
salaries,  coal,  light,  etc., — and  that  there  will  be  for  the  year  ensuing  an  una- 
voidable expense  of  over  $200.00  in  excew,  for  regular  repairs  at  the  professors' 
houses.  They  say,  moreover,  that  some  of  their  investments  were  paid  them, 
and  could  be  reinvested  at  no  higher  rate  of  interest  than  five  per  cent. ;  that 
thev  have  been  notified  by  holders  of  $13,000.00,  that  unless  they  may  hold 
their  loans  at  five  per  cent,  they  will  be  paid.  Your  committee  propose  the 
following  resolutions  for  adoption : 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  has  full  confidence  in  the  financial  and  moral 
ability  with  regard  to  the  Seminary  funds,  and  simply  asks  that  tlie  best  be 
done  that  can  be  done. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  assume  one-third  of  last  year's  deficiency,  that  is 
$100.00,  and  that  this  sum  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  ap- 
portionment among  the  Chisses. 

From  this  same  Keport  we  learn,  that  the  neces.-ary  expenditures  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  have  not  been  j>aid.  Tlie  Board  of  Trustees,  for  want  of 
funds  for  one  reason,  refused  to  pay  these  expenses;  and  for  another,  they  do 
not  feel  themselves  authorized  to  pay  them,  excepting  they  be  directed  by  the 
several  Synods  conjointly  interested,  and  represented  in  theBoartls  of  Trustees 
and  Visitors.  Your  committee  thinks  that  these  expenses  ought  to  be 
provided  for  and  paid  promptly,  and  oflfers  for  adoption  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved.  That  this  Synod  concurs  with  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States  in  directing  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
to  pay  the  order  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  for  necessary 
expenses,  and  that  this  Synod  will  meet  its  proper  portion,  when  informed  of 
the  amount  due. 

From  the  same  Report  we  are  also  informed  that  the  Seminary  property  at 
Mercersburg  is  in  danger,  on  account  of  a  mortgage  given  by  the  Board  of 
Regents  on  the  Lease  ;  on  which  mortgage  judgment  has  bei?n  obtained.  The 
Boanl  thinks  that  it  is  the  busine-ss  of  the  J^ynod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  other  two  Synods,  to  determine 
whether  any  action  is  needed  to  i)rotect  the  interests  of  this  property.  Your 
committee  thought  proper  to  note  this  fact,  but  think«  that  no  action  in  this 
connection  is  necessary,  since  the  Synod  has  canvassed  this  whole  subject 
already,  and  made  provision  against  the  troubles  referred  to.      But  your  com* 
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mittee  thinks  also,  that  the  Corresponding  Secretary  ought  to  be  directed  to 
inform  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  what  has  been  done. 

In  answer  to  the  request  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Cla'^is,  by  a  letter  from 
its  Corresponding  Secretary,  to  permit  an  agent  to  enter  the  territory  of  this 
Synod  for  funds  for  the  founding  of  a  College  at  Foreston,  Ogle  county,  111.,  we 
offer  the  following: 

Rewlvedy  Tliat  the  Synod  appreciates  the  earnest  mind  of  the  brethren  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Classis  in  their  work  of  education,  but  at  this  time  is  unable 
to  extend  to  them  any  financial  help,  for  the  reason  mainly,  that  the  institu- 
tion of  learning  located  in  our  own  midst  is  at  this  t^e  in  need  of  relief  and 
a  very  special  effort  for  its  upbuilding. 

JResolvedy  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to 
communicate  this  action  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  that  CIas.-«is. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  a.  Gring,  Chairmaji, 

MERCER8BURG   CX)LLEGE. 

The  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburp  College  presented  their 
annual  report  to  the  Synod,  during  the  session  of  Friday  afternooui 
which  was  received,  and  is  as  follows ; 

BEPOKT  OP   THE  BOARD   OF  REGENTS  OF  MEBCERSBURG  COLLEGE. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

The  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College  begs  leave  to  present  to  the 
Synod  the  following  annual  report : — 

The  Board  was  reorganized  at  Woodstnok,  Va.,  durinc:  the  meeting  of  the 
last  Synod,  by  the  election  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  as  Secretary,  E.  J.  Bonbrake, 
Esq.,  of  Chamber-burg,  Pa.,  as  Treasurer,  and  the  undersigned,  an  President. 
Several  meetings  of  the  Board  were  held  during  the  past  Synodical  year.  The 
past  vear  was,  in  various  respects,  a  most  serious  and  trying  one  to  your 
Board. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  Board  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  suspend  the 
educational  work  of  the  College  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last 
anndal  meeting  of  the  Synod,  and  thereby  prevent  the  further  increase  of  its 
indebtedness,  inasmuch  as  the  institution,  as  then  in  operation,  was  running 
into  debt  at  the  rate  of  at  least  three  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  held  in  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  October  25th, 
1880,  it  was  deemed  proper,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  and  action  of  the 
last  Synod,  to  prepare  and  send  out  a  very  earnest  appeal  to  the  pastors  of 
the  Synod  to  make  collections  in  their  resjiective  pastoral  charges,  for  the 
immediate  relief  of  the  institution.  Such  appeal  was  regularly  issued  in 
the  early  part  of  last  November,  but — '*  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish  it 
not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon '' — only  two  pastors  made  any  response  to  the 
appeal.  And  so  the  whole  amount  realized  by  this  project  very  little 
more  than  paid  the  expenses  incurred  in  issuing  the  appeal.  Under 
such  circumstances  the  Baard  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do,  or  what 
coarse  to  pursue.  Although  specially  empowered  by  the  action  of  the 
last  Synod,  to  employ  and  send  an  agent  into  the  pastoral  charges  of  the 
Synod  to  collect  funds  to  help  pav  the  liabilities  of  the  College,  it  was  no 
thought  worth  while  by  your  Board  to  resort  to  that  expedient,  after  witness- 
ing tne  humiliating  response  made  to  the  appeal  th?it  h^d  been  issued.  Nor 
was  any  one  to  be  found  suitable  and  willing  to  go  forth  as  agent  on  such  a 
mission. 

The  only  course  left  was  to  try  to  do  thft  best  we  could  in  the   case,  and 
attempt  to  buffet  the  approaching  storm,  which  was  sure  to  come.    Accord- 
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ingly  such  personal  effects  were  pold  to  the  creditors  as  could  be  disposed  of, 
amounting  to  between  five  and  six  hundred  dollars.  8ome  transfer  of  notcA 
and  accounts,  as  well  as  some  collections  were  made,  so  that  perhaps  as  much  as 
fifteen  hundre<l  dollars  of  the  indebtedness  has  been  met  in  this  way  and  can- 
celled during  the  past  Sjnodical  year.  Between  fifty  and  one  hundred  dollars 
also  have  been  expended  in  making  absolutely  necessary  repairs  to  the  several 
buildings.  The  amount  of  indebtedness  thus  cancelled  and  money  expended  on 
repairs  cannot  be  accurately  given  by  your  Board  at  present,  as  our  Treasurer 
is  now  absent  from  home,  on  a  western  trip,  and  his  lx>oks  are  not  accessible. 
But  we  feel  perfectly  sa|tin  saying  to  the  Synod,  that,  after  allowing  for  the 
accumulating  of  interest  and  meeting  the  expenditures  of  repairs  made  to  the 
property,  there  has  been  an  actual  decrease  of  indebtedness  to  the  full  amount 
of  at  least  eight  hundred  dollars,  during  the  past  year. 

Last  spring,  the  holder  of  what  was  then  known  as  the  King  or  Hager 
Mortgage  had  said  mortgage  foreclosed,  and  the  entire  property  was  adver- 
tised to  be  sold  at  sherifi's  sale  by  the  sheriff  of  this  county,  on  the  221  of  last 
April.  Prominent  members  of  the  Synod  were  appealed  to  by  the  officers  of 
the  Board  in  reference  to  contributing  funds,  in  the  shape  of  shares  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  multiples  thereof,  and  thus  meet  the  mortgage  by  payment 
and  transfer  thereof  to  those  paying  the  money,  and  so  save  the  property  of 
the  Church,  first  erected  for  educational  purposes  by  our  Reformed  Zion,  from 
being  pold  under  the  hammer  of  the  sheriff.  No  favorable  responses  were 
made,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  except  in  a  single  instance,  by  one  of  our  esteemed 
laymen,  who  is  known  for  his  liberality.  The  friends  of  the  institution,  in  our 
own  Ciiurch  and  out^^ide  thereof,  in  Mercersburg  and  Chambersburg,  went  to 
work,  as  a  last  resort,  raised  the  money  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or 
multiples  thereof,  paid  the  then  holder  of  the  mortgage  his  claim,  had  it 
regularly  transferred  to  themselves,  and  so  saved  the  College  from  the  im- 
pending calamity  of  the  threatened  sheriff's  sale,  on  the  very  morning  of  the 
day  appointed  for  the  sale  to  take  place.  And  thus  by  transfer  the  mortgage 
has  passed  into  possession  of  certain  citizens  of  Mercersburg  and  Chambers- 
burg, and  is  held  by  them  mainly. 

Your  Board  is  happy  in  being  able  to  announce  to  the  Synod  that  the 
College  has  recently  been  re-opened  under  the  superintendence  and  manage- 
ment of  Rev.  G.  VV.  Augbinbaugh,  D.  D.,  as  a  male  and  female  institution  of 
learning,  such  as  it  was  for  some  time  after  its  organization  in  18G5.  'Dr. 
Augbinbaugh  is  assisted  in  his  work  by  an  efficient  lady  teacher,  besides  his 
wife,  who  has  charge  of  the  department  of  music.  The  number  of  pupils  is 
eighteen  or  twenty,  with  fair  prospects  of  further  accessions  to  the  roll  of  stu- 
dents. As  now  conducted,  the  College  is  carried  forward  without  any  financial 
expense  to  the  Board  of  Regents,  or  to  the  Church.  If  the  Synwl  will  only 
manfully  rally  around  the  institution,  and  furnish  a  largely  increased  number 
of  students,  male  and  female,  this  will  not  only  continue  to  be  the  case,  but 
the  school  will  soon  begin  to  afford  revenue  to  help  pay  off,  from  year  to  year, 
the  unfortunate  indebtedness  of  Mercersburg  College. 

In  conclusion,  the  attention  of  the  Synod  is  called  to  the  fact  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  fill  by  election  the  places  of  Revs.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  D  M.  Whitmore, 
and  VVm.  M.  Deatrick,  members  of  the  Board,  whose  term  of  office  expires 
with  the  present  meeting  of  Synod,  and  also  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  M.  A  Berry,  last  July,  which  was  temporarily 
filled  by  the  Board  in  the  appointment  of  Rev.  C.  Cort. 
Rfispectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  Board. 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  President. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  was  raade  the  order  of  the  daj 
for  Saturday  morning's  session,  at  10  o'clock.  At  the  appointed 
hour,  the  Synod  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
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Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel  in  the  chair.  The  remainder  of  the  session,  and 
also  a  part  of  the  afternoon  session,  were  devoted  in  this  way  to  the 
interests  of  the  College.  After  rising,  the  Coraraittee  of  the  Whole, 
through  its  Chairman,  reported  to  the  Synod  for  adoption  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  were  accordingly  adopted,  to  wit  : 

1.  Retolvedy  That,  if  possible,  the  property  at  Mercersburg  shall  be  saved  to 
the  Reformed  Church,  for  educational  purposes. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Kegenti  be  recommended  to  make  the  best 
posnible  terms  with  the  creditors  of  Mercersburg  College,  and  fund  the  debt  at 
a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent, 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  guarantees  the  payment  annually  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars  for  the  term  of  five  yeard,  to  help  meet  the  interest  on  the 
funded  debt. 

4.  Resolved-,  That  the  Synod  is  gratified  to  learn,  that  Mercersburg  College 
hs8  been  re-opcned  under  the  efficient  and  encouraging  management  of  the 
Rev.  G.  W.  Aughinbaugh,  D.  D.,  and  the  Synod  heartily  commends  the 
institution  to  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  our  people. 


Col.  George  B.  Wiestling  tendered  to  the  Synod  his  resignation 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College,  which 
was  accepted,  and  the  Committee  on  Nominations  was  instructed  to 
make  the  necessary  nominations  to  fill  the  vacancy. 


At  the  election  for  members  of  the  different  Boards  of  Synod, 
held  during  the  session  of  Monday  evening,  Revs.  I.  G.  Brown,  W. 
C.  Cremer,  and  S.  S.  Miller  were  elected  members  of  the  Board  of 
Education  for  the  term  of  three  years.  At  the  same  time.  Revs. 
Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Wm.  Goodrich,  and  Wm.  I.Stewart  were  chosen 
as  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of* Mercersburg  College  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  and  Elder  I.  H.  Keefer  and  Rev.  J.  Hassler 
for  the  term  of  two  years. 

The  following  individuals  constitute  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College,  severally,  at  the 
present  time,  to  wit : 

MEMBERS  OP  THE  BOARD  OP   EDUCATION   AND  TERMS  OP   SERVICE. 

Rev.  I.  G.  Brown 3  years October,  1884. 

*«    W.  C.  Cremer 3  " 

"    S.  S.  Miller 3  " 

"    Wm.  M.  Deatrick   ...  2  " 

"    J.  8.  KiefTer 2  " 

«    J.W.Santee 2  " 

"    W.  Goodrich 1  year 

"    A.  J.  Heller 1 

Elder  J.  Heyser 1 


« 

1884. 

(( 

1884. 

(( 

1883. 

u 

1883. 

tt 

1883. 

tt 
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u 
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« 
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MEMBEHS    OF    THE    BOARD    OF    REOEKTS    AND    TERMS    OF    SERVICE. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick  ....  3  years October,  1884. 

"     Wm.  Goodrich 3       *      "        1884. 

"    Wm.  I.  Stewart 3     "      "        1884. 

"    A.  J.  Heller 2     "      "        1883. 

Elder  I.  H.  Keefer 2     "      "        1883. 

Rev.  J.  Hassler 2      "      "        1883, 

Elder  A.  R.  Schnebly    ....  1    vear "        1882. 

"     Louis  Markell 1      "      "        1882. 

E.  J.  Bonbrake,  Esq 1      "      "        1882. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  Annual  Reportsj  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board,  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions 
were  laid  before  the  Synod  and  read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Missions.  This  Committee  reported,  during  the 
session  of  Monday  afternoon,  and  their  report  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  up  item  by  item  for  adoption,  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and 
will  be  found  subjoined  in  its  proper  place.  These  several  reports 
are  as  follows : 

I.   REPORT   OF  THE  TRI-SYNODIC   BOARD   OF  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Poiomae  : 

Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  We  herewith  transmit  to  your  reverend 
body  the  annual  rejiorts  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Tri- 
Svnodic  Board  of  MiHwions  of  the  Reformed  Chnrcli  in  the  United  States. 

It  ifl  the  duty  of  the  several  Synods  represented  in  the  Bmrd,  at  their 
present  annual  meetings,  to  elect  a  person  to  fill  the  offioe  of  Superintendent, 
for  the  coming  four  years.  Yotir  Board,  as  it  is  made  its  duty  to  do,  nominates 
candidates  for  siid  offioe,  presenting  the  names  of  Revs.  Dr.  Theodore  Appel 
and  Henry  Mosser. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller,  PreMdent. 

W.  H.  II.  Snyder,  Secretary.   ' 

II.      REPORT     OF     THE     SUPERINTENDENT      OF     THE     TRI-SYNODIC 

BOARD    OF    MISSIONS. 

To  the  United  States,  Pittsburgh  and  Potomxc  Synods  : 

Respkctkd  Brethren  : — The  Superintendent  of  Missions  hereby  re- 
spectfully presents  this  his  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  and 
projijress  of  the  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board  during  the  past 
year.  x 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Grace  Reformed  Church,  Easion. — Under  the  care  of  the  Board  five 
years.  Members,  8o.  S.  S.  scholars,  loo.  Baptisms,  lo.  Additions, 
5.  Benevolence,  $30.  Local  objects,  over  $600.  Cost  of  property, 
13,000.  Indebtedness,  about  $1,200.  Reduction  of  debt  during  the 
year,  $300.  Attendance,  better  than  in  former  years.  The  condition  of 
the  mission  steadily  improving.  In  a  great  measure  dependent  for  its 
increase  on  members  removing  from  the  country  to  the  town.  Appro- 
priation fixed  by  the  Classis — not  reported  to  the  Board.  Pastor,  D.  Y. 
Heisler. 
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SaletrCs  Reformed  Church,  Catasauqua, — About  seven  years  under  the 
care  of  the  Board.  Members,  140.  S.  S.  scholars,  150.  Baptisms,  19. 
Additions,  16.  Losses,  5.  Benevolence,  $43-53«  Local  objects. 
$1,094.66.  Cost  of  property,  $3,100.  Its  value  much  greater.  Its  pre- 
sent indebtedness  is  $1,600.  Reduction  during  the  year,  $1,500.  There 
is  a  decided  improvement  in  the  condition  of  this  mission,  as  compared 
with  that  of  previous  years.  Its  indebtedness  is  still  in  its  way,  also  the 
financial  disrepute  into  which  it  had  fallen  during  previous  years.  It  is, 
however,  overcoming  both  of  these  difficulties,  and  its  financial  status 
in  the  community  has  improved.  Appropriation  fixed  by  Classis.  Pas- 
tor, J.  J.  Crist. 

Christ's  Mission,  East  Allentown. — This  mission  was  served  during 
part  of  the  past  year  by  Rev.  J.  Fritzinger.  After  his  withdrawal,  the 
Rev.  W.  J.  Kershner  became  its  pastor.  The  Classis  of  Lehigh  declined 
extending  to  it  any  further  assistance,  and  it  is,  therefore,  no  longer  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Board.  With  the  help  which  it  expects  to  receive 
from  members  of  the  Reformed  church  in  other  congregations  in  the 
city,  it  is  believed  that  it  will  hereafter  be  able  to  sustain  itself. 

St,  yohn's,  Reading, — Members,  390.  Baptisms,  71.  Additions,  65. 
S.  S.  scholars,  400.  Cost  of  church  property,  $22,000.  Reduction  of 
indebtedness  during  the  past  year,  $500.  The  financial  condition  of  the 
mission  is  improving ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  its  indebtedness,  the  mission 
would  be  self-supporting.  The  pastor  has  been  serving  the  Birdsboro 
mission  during  the  year,  which  at  present  is  building  a  new  church  for 
its  use.  If  this  congregation  can  be  connected  with  one  or  more  neigh- 
boring congregations,  it  will  constitute  a  self-supporting  charge,  and 
pastor  Steinmetz  will  be  relieved  of  a  part  of  his  arduous  labors.  He 
can  then  devote  more  time  and  attention  to  his  congregation  in  Reading. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $300.   This  year,  $200.     Pastor,  J.  W.  Steinmetz. 

St,  John's,  West  Philadelphia. — For  several  years  past  this  mission 
has  been  suffering  from  financial  difficulties.  Its  income  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  meet  its  expenditures.  The  actual  amount  of  indebtedness  over 
a  year  ago  was  diminished,  as  said  in  last  year's  report,  but  this  was  ac- 
complished by  the  sale  of  one  of  its  houses,  and  was  not,  therefore,  in 
itself,  a  financial  gain.  The  indebtedness  had  been  accumulating  for 
several  years  before.  The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  S.  Vandersloot,  having  been 
invited  to  take  charge  of  a  mission  in  aniother  part  of  the  city,  conclu- 
ded to  withdraw  from  his  post,  so  that  the  way  might  be  opened  to  place 
the  mission  upon  a  better  financial  basis.  The  mission,  accordingly, 
has  been  vacant  for  several  months,  but  it  has  been  regularly  supplied 
by  the  Superintendent  and  others.  The  way  is  now  open  for  the  loca- 
tion of  another  pastor  over  it ;  and  so  soon  as  that  is  brought  about,  the 
Board  has  good  hopes  that,  under  new  auspices,  it  will  take  a  new  de- 
parture, and  overcome  the  difficulties  which  have  stood  thus  far  in  the 
way  of  its  progress.     Appropriation  last  year,  $300.     Vacant. 

Grace  Church,  Philadelphia, — This  mission  grew  out  of  a  mission 
Sunday-school,  which  had  been  kept  up  by  the  members  of  the  Re- 
formed church  for  a  number  of  years  previously,  at  the  corner  of  5th 
and  Dauphin  streets,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city.  Last  spring  it 
made  an  application  to  the  Board  to  be  recognized  as  a  mission,  and  to 
be  supplied  with  a  missionary  pastor.  It  was  signed  by  over  fifty  per- 
sons. A  congregation  of  some  twenty  persons  was  organized  by  the 
Classis  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Vandersloot  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  Board  to  take  charge  of  it  as  missionary.     It  is  believed 
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that  the  number  of  members  will  be  largely  increased  during  the  course 
of  the  year.  The  Sunday-school,  numbering  over  one  hundred  schol- 
ars, had  been  carried  forward  with  energy,  during  previous  years,  and 
it  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition.  A  lot  of  ground  has  been  selected 
for  a  new  church  or  chapel,  and  it  is  proposed  to  build  on  it  during  the 
course  of  the  year.  The  mission  is  promising.  It  is  located  in  a  part 
of  the  city  where  missionary  labor  is  needed,  and  where  is  much  mate- 
rial belonging  to  the  Reformed  church  which,  with  the  divine  blessing, 
may  be  gathered  into  a  flourishing  church.  Appropriation,  ;l5oo.  Pas- 
tor, J.  S.  Vandersloot. 

Second  Church,  Harrisburg, — Members,  109.  Baptisms,  16.  Addi- 
tions, 16.  S.  S.  scholars,  273.  Benevolence,  $80.  For  local  objects, 
1^689.  No  debt.  The  Missionary  Society,  composed  mainly  of  S.  S. 
scholars,  contributed  one-fourth  of  the  amount  devoted  to  benevolence. 
This  congregation  has  been  receiving  missionary  help  since  its  organi- 
zation, a  little  over  seventeen  years  ago.  During  the  period  it  has  been 
under  the  charge  of  the  present  pastor — eight  years — it  has  been  making 
encouraging  additions  from  year  to  year,  in  all,  147  ;  but  its  losses,  by 
removals  or  death,  have  been  also  large,  so  that  its  growth  in  numbers 
has  been  impeded  by  circumstances  which  were  beyond  its  control. 
The  Classis  of  Lancaster  is  at  present  making  an  effort  to  connect  it 
with  a  congregation  in  the  country,  by  which  it  is  thought  the  charge 
will  be  nearly  or  quite  self-sustaining.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250. 
This  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  G.  W.  Snyder. 

Zwingli  Church,  Harrisburg, — This  mission  has  been  supplied  for 
two  years  by  the  Rev.  John  G.  Fritchey,  during  which  time  he  has  re- 
duced the  indebtedness  from  $2,000  to  $1,100,  and  re-established  it^  fi- 
nancial reputation.  Confidence  has  been  restored,  and  the  members 
are  united  and  willing  to  work  together  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
church.  Mr.  Fritchey,  in  view  of  his  advancing  age,  isanxiou"*  to  with- 
draw from  the  mis  ion,  and  the  way  seem-^  now  to  be  prepared  to  secure 
some  one  to  succeed  him.  It  is  thought  that  before  long  the  Board  will 
be  able  to  obtain  a  competent  person  to  take  charge  of  it.  Members, 
66.  Baptisms,  6.  Additions,  6,  all  heads  of  families.  S.  S.  scholars, 
40.  Benevolence,  $3.  Local  objects,  $268.  Value  of  property,  esti- 
mated at  $10,000.     Appropriation,  $100.     Pastor,  Rev.  J.  G.  Fritchey. 

Columbia. — Members,  165.  Losses,  16  by  removal ;  10  by  death.  Addi- 
tions, 19.  Baptisms,  18.  S.  S.  scholars,  185.  Benevolence,  $93.  For 
local  objects,  $960.  Value  of  church  property,  $7,000;  of  parsonage, 
$3,000.  The  congregation,  under  difficulties,  is  making  progress.  For 
a  number  of  years  past  it  has  had  a  troublesome  debt  to  contend  with, 
amounting,  during  the  year,  to  $1,625.  ^  ^^^  weeks  ago,  an  effort  was 
made  to  pay  it  off.  Over  $1,200  was  secured  for  this  purpose,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  more  it  is  expected  that  the  balance  will  be  provided  for. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $125.  This  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  C.  S. 
Gerhart. 

Wilkes- Barre. — The  present  missionary  has  had  charge  of  this  mis- 
sion now  nearly  four  years.  Number  of  members  at  Wilkcs-Barre,  312. 
At  Nanticoke,  120.  In  all,  432.  Gain,  112,  and  losses,  37,  leaving  a 
net  increase  of  75.  S.  S.  scholars,  225.  Baptisms,  64.  Benevolence, 
$54.  Local  objects,  $ — .  Cost  of  property,  $13,000.  Indebtedness 
last  year,  $3,650.  This  year,  $1,600.  At  Nanticoke  the  congregation  is 
making  an  effort  to  erect  a  church,  for  which  $800  have  thus  far  been 
secured.     An  eligible  piece  of  ground  was  donated  for  this  purpose  by 
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the  Susquehanna  Coal  Company.  The  mission  at  Plymouth,  referred 
to  in  last  year's  report  as  growing  out  of  the  mission  at  Wilkcs-Barre, 
has  been  doing  well  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Meckel,  and  now 
receives  an  appropriation  from  the  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna.  It 
has  42  members,  and  expects  to  erect  a  new  church  for  its  u^e  by  the 
coming  spring.  Missionary  work  in  the  Wyoming  Valley  thus  far  has 
made  an  encouraging  degree  of  progress,  and  promises  well  for  the 
spread  of  the  church  in  that  section  of  the  country.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $300 ;  this  year,  $225.     Pastor,  F.  K.  Levan. 

Lock  Haven. — Member-*,  140.  Two  congregations.  Additions,  11. 
Bapti  ms,  5.  S.  S.  scholars,  90.  Benevolence,  $30.  Debt,  $729.  Re- 
duction during  the  year,  |8i.  Cost  of  church,  $2,200,  but  worth  much 
more  now.  In  need  of  repairs.  The  church  building  of  the  country 
congregation  is  of  little  value,  and  must  soon  be  replaced  by  a  new  one. 
The  attendance  upon  the  means  of  grace  is  good,  and  the  misj*ion  is 
growing  both  internally  and  externally.  When  the  present  pastor  took 
charge  of  it  in  1879,  ^^  ^*^^  much  distracted,  and  its  prospects  gloomy. 
Since  then  it  has  rallied,  and  its  condition  is  again  promising  for  the 
future.  Support  of  the  pastor  inadequate.  Appropriation  last  year, 
$300.     This  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  1.  S.  Stahr. 

East  Liberty  and  Wilkinsburg. — The  congregation  at  East  Liberty  has 
been  making  progress  during  the  year.  The  membership  was  increased 
one-third  since  last  January.  The  indebtedness,  $1,600,  was  reduced 
to  $750.     Street  assessment  of  nearly  $100  per  year  is  a  burden  on  the 

congregation,  likely  to  continue  for  several  years  to  come. Wilkins- 

burg  is  also  doing  well,  but  it  has  a  heavy  debt  to  carry,  and  its  effect  on 
the  congregation  is  depressing.  Members  in  both  congregations,  100 
Baptisms,  5.  Additions,  23.  S.  S.  scholars,  130.  For  benevolence, 
$29.  For  local  objects,  $920.  Value  of  property,  about  $6,000.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  I525.  This  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  J.  W.  Knap- 
penbergcr. 

Orbisonia,  Huntingdon  Co, — Three  congregations.  Under  the  Board 
five  years.  Members,  115.  Baptisms,  18.  Additions,  8.  S.  S.  schol- 
ars, 90.  Value  of  property,  $1,500.  Benevolence,  $65.  Local  objects, 
$730.  Indebtedness,  $70.  Reduction  of  debt  during  the  year,  $130. 
The  attendance  on  worship,  good.  Some  growth  during  the  year.  The 
support  inadequate,  making  it  necessary  for  the  pastor  to  teach  during 
a  part  of  his  time.  The  pastor.  Rev.  J  M.  Schick,  after  laboring  success- 
fully in  this  charge  for  five  years,  recently  withdrew.  Appropriation, 
$112.     Vacant. 

Sulphur  Spring,  Bedford  Co. — Congregations,  3.  Members,  169 
Baptisms,  24.  Additions,  9.  Sunday-schools,  2,  union.  Benevolence, 
$62.  Local  objects,  $503,  The  mission  was  estabhshedin  1873.  It  has 
built  a  new  church  at  Mann's  Choice  worth  |i,8oo,  and  a  parsonage 
worth  $1,600.  These  two  buildings  were  paid  for  gradually  from  year  to 
year;  the  remaining  indebtedness  was  paid  off  during  the  year.  It  has 
been  making  progress,  internally  and  externally,  and  its  prospects  for 
the  future  are  good.  The  pastor,  W.  A.  Gring,  was  recently  called  to 
another  charge,  and  he  left  with  the  kind  wishes  of  his  people.  Appro- 
priation last  year,  $200. 

Duncannon. — There  are  three  congregations  comprising  this  mission. 
The  congregation  at  Marysville  has  improved  its  church  building,  and 
paid,  in  all,  $300  for  local  purposes,  which  amounted  to  $ia,  on  an  ave- 
rage, for  each  member.     The  Missionary,  Rev.  U.  H.  Heilman,  having 
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received  a  call  from  another  charge  in  the  church,  there  is  a  probability 
that  he  will  accept  of  it  and  withdraw  from  the  mission.  The  congre- 
gation at  Duncannon  is  making  a  slow  but  encouraging  progress.  No 
statistics  given.     Appropriation  last  year,  5225. 

First  Church,  Alie^heny  City, — This  mission  has  been  vacant  during 
the  past  year.  It  was  thought  best  by  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Synod  that  the  arrangement  made  last  year  for  its  supply  should 
be  discontinued,  and  our  missionary  interests  in  Allegheny  City  were  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  Classis.  Nothing,  as  far  as  we  know,  has  been 
done  to  revive  the  mission  during  the  year,  and  the  prospects  are  that 
it  will  lie  dormant  for  the  time  being.  We  need  very  much  a  church 
organization  in  Allegheny  City,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  time  will  still 
come  when,  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  we  again  will  be  able 
to  occupy  this  field. 

Shenandoah  City. — No  reports  have  been  received  from  this  mission 
during  the  year.  It  has  hitherto  stood  under  the  supervision  of  the 
missionary  department  of  the  Ursinus  Union.  Appropriation  last  year, 
$300 ;  this  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  J.  G.  Neff. 

St,  yohn's  Church,  yohnstawn, — Under  the  care  of  the  Board  two 
years.  Members,  61.  Baptisms,  15.  Additions,  12.  Losses.  2.  For 
Denevolence,  $43.  For  local  objects,  about  I1.500.  The  new  church 
was  dedicated  in  November  last,  and  since  then  all  the  remaining  in- 
debtedness— several  hundred  dollars — ^has  been  cancelled.  Its  cost  was 
$3,000.  This  mission,  during  the  short  time  it  has  been  aided  by  the 
Board,  has  made  a  commendable  degree  of  progress.  Its  beginnings 
were  humble,  and  by  no  means  encouraging  to  feeble  sight.  It  has  been 
largely,  thui  far,  the  work  of  faith,  hope  and  charity.  It  received  liberal 
aid  from  the  citizens  of  Johnstown  in  the  building  of  the  church.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  $500  ;  this  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  W.  H.  Bates. 

St.  Luke's,  Lancaster, —iAtvcihtTs,  ^i.  Baptisms,  21.  Additions,  18. 
S.  S.  scholars,  215.  Whole  number  enrolled  during  the  year,  260.  For 
benevolence,  521.90.  For  local  objects,  $531.15.  Value  of  property, 
$2,800.  No  indebtedness  on  property.  The  Sunday-school  has  largely 
increased  during  the  year,  and  i-  compo  ed  mostly  of  the  children  of 
the  poor.  Its  weekly  contributions — $60 — were  nearly  sufficient  to  pay 
its  expenses.  Contributions  to  pastor's  salary,  about  $50.  The  balance 
of  the  expenses  were  met  by  the  contributions  of  friends  of  the  mission 
and  proceeds*  of  concerts  and  festivals.  The  Harbaugh  Missionary  So- 
ciety was  started  during  the  year,  and  holds  regular  monthly  meetings, 
which  are  well  attended.  This  mission  is  doing  a  good  work  among  the 
poor  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  and  has  been  enjoying  manifest  tokens 
of  the  divine  favor  since  its  organization,  about  three  years  ago.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  $300  ;  this  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  W.  F.  Lichliter. 

Overton,  Bradford  Co. — The  prosperous  condition  of  this  mis  ion,  as 
presented  in  our  last  annual  report,  was  interrupted  by  the  withdrawal 
of  its  pastor,  who  accepted  a  call  to  another  charge,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  Classis.  Several  efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  a  successor, 
but  thus  far  without  success.  The  opportunities  for  building  up  churches 
in  this  field  are  favorable,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  suitable  person  will  be 
secured  before  long,  who  will  come  and  carry  forward  the  good  work 
on  the  foundation  which  has  been  laid.  Appropriation  last  year«  I150. 
Vacant. 

Latrobe. — Two  congregations.  Members,  123.  Additions,  at  Latrobe, 
25.     Baptisms,  10.    S.  S.  scholars,  65,     Benevolence,  $50.     For  local 
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purposes,  |6oo.  Cost  of  property,  $7,200.  Indebtedness,  $1,850.  Re- 
duction of  indebtedness,  I92.60.  The  mission  seems  to  be  looking  up, 
and,  if  its  progress  is  slow,  it  is  steady.  The  present  pastor  took  charge 
of  it  during  the  year.  He  commenced  preaching  in  Ligonier  valley, 
where  he  organized  a  congregation  of  25  members,  which  he  has  con- 
tinued to  serve.  Appropriation  la  t  year,  $200;  this  year,  the  same. 
Pastor,  8.  H.  Eisenberg.         • 

Trinity  Mission,  York  Co,  -This  mission  has  disappointed  the  expec- 
tations of  the  Board  and  its  friends.  For  a  year  or  more  it  has  made 
little  or  no  progress  It  ha-",  in  fact,  declined,  and  the  Board  has  with- 
drawn its  commission  from  the  missionary.  It  will,  therefore,  devolve 
on  the  Classis  to  devi  e  measures  by  which  its  wants  shall  be  provided 
for. 

Sharon^  Mercer  Co,  —No  reports.  Statistics  as  reported  in  the  minutes 
of  General  Synod.  Members,  185;  baptisms,  11;  additions.  12;  S.  S. 
scholars,  69;  benevolent  objects,  $15;  local  objects,  $1800.  The  mis- 
sion is  still  vacant,  but  supplied  by  Rev.  F.  P.  Hartmetz.  Appropria- 
tion $100. 

New  Castle^  Lawrence  Co. — Organized  as  a  mission  in  January,  1880. 
Members,44.  Baptisms,  9.  Unconfirmed  members,  27.  Additions,  9. 
Worships  in  a  rented  hall.  An  effort  is  now  in  progtess  to  build  a  house 
of  worship,  which  is  much  needed.  The  amount  raised  in  subscriptions 
and  cash  up  to  this  time  is  a  fraction  over  $2,000.  It  is  proposed  to  go 
forward  in  the  erection  of  the  new  church  yet  this  fall.  It  is  to  cost 
about  $2,500,  exclusive  of  the  lot.  Much  of  the  time  of  the  missionary 
has  been  occupied  in  securing  subscriptions  for  the  church  in  the  town, 
and  in  congregations  at  a  distance ;  but  its  spiritual  interests  have  not 
materially  suffered.  It  is  not  likely  that  it  will  make  considerable  pro- 
gress until  it  is  furnished  with  necessary  church  accommodations.  Its 
prospects  are  encouraging.  Appropriation  last  year,  $450 ;  this  year, 
the  same.     Pastor,  J.  M.  Souder. 

Marietta. — ^The  congregation  at  Marietta,  organized  several  years  ago, 
was  for  some  time  a  mission  under  the  care  of  the  Classis  of  Lancaster, 
and  wa  assisted  by  a  number  of  its  congregations.  But  the  help  thus 
obtained  was  not  sufficient  to  support  its  pastor,  and  it  appealed  to  the 
Board  for  a  small  appropriation,  which  wa^  granted.  The  Classis  con- 
nected it  with  the  Maytown  congregation,  and  so  strengthened  the  charge. 
The  mission  is  growing,  and  with  some  help  in  time  of  need,  it  has  good 
prospects  of  becoming  self-supporting  at  no  distant  day.  The  mission- 
ary, Rev.  S.  P.  Brown,  withdrew  from  the  field  last  winter,  and  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  G.  B.  Resser  in  the  spring.    Appropriation,  $100. 

Tionesta  and  Dudois.— -Both  of  these  points  have  been  recognized  as 
missions,  and  appropriations  made  for  their  support,  but  thus  far  they 
have  been  without  missionary  pastors. 

VIRGINIA. 

Winchester. — Although  this  mission  was  without  a  pastor  for  a  time, 
it  did  not  suffer  any  serious  loss.  Its  members  held  together,  and 
waited  m  faith  and  prayer  for  some  one  who  should  break  unto  them 
the  bread  of  life.  By  the  appointment  of  the  Board,  the  Rev.  A.  R. 
Krcmer  took  charge  of  it  last  spring.  His  labors  thus  far  have  had  the 
effect  to  encourage  the  brethren  and  to  inspire  hope  that  his  labors 
among  them  will  be  blessed.  A  reduction  of  $50  has  been  made  in  the 
church  debt  $500  still  remains  to  be  paid.  It  will  be  gradually  re- 
duced by  the  efforts  of  the  Mite  Society,  which  maintains  itself  in  the 
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congregation  with  commendable  zeal.  No  statistics  have  been  furnished 
to  us.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250.  This  year,  the  same.  Pastor, 
A.  R.  Kremer. 

Mint  Spring,  Trinity  Mission,  Augusta  Co, — The  new  church  at 
Mint  Spring  was  finished  last  fall  and  a  day  appointed  for  its  dedication, 
but  when  the  time  came  for  this  solemn  act  it  was  decided  that  it  should 
be  postponed  until  the  debt  incurred  shoilld  be  in  some  way  provided 
for.  The  new  church,  therefore,  has  not  yet  been  dedicated,  as  there 
is  still  a  debt  of  $128  resting  on  it.  A  Sunday  school  has  been  gathered 
together,  and  services  have  been  held  in  the  church  every  two  weeks, 
which  are  well  attended.  As  the  Middlebrook  charge  has  been  strength- 
ened by  a  new  church  and  a  new  congregation  in  the  town  of  Middle- 
brook,  it  is  now  proposed  to  reconstruct  it  and  unite  one  of  its  congrega- 
tions with  Trinity  Mission,  so  as  to  strengthen  it  and  put  it  in  the  way  of 
becoming  self-sustaining.  The  Board  has  agreed  to  this  arrangement, 
and,  with  the  help  of  the  Virginia  Classis,  proposes  to  make  a  small  ap- 
propriation to  each  of  the  new  charges,  so  soon  as  the  new  arrange- 
ment can  be  carried  out.  In  a  few  years  it  is  believed  that  there  will 
be  two  respectable  charges,  where  five  years  ago  we  had  only  one,  and 
that  without  standing  or  influence.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150. 
Pastor,  A.  J.  Whitmorc. 

DELAWARE, 

St,  John's,  Wyoming,  Kent  County, — In  the  early  part  of  the  year  this 
charge  became  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  E.  H. 
Dieffenbacher.  A  successor,  however,  was  secured  soon  afterwards,  so 
that  it  was  not  long  vacant.  Members,  95  ;  Baptisms,  6 ;  Additions,  5 ; 
Sunday-school  scholars,  75  ;  cost  of  property,  ^2,000.  No  indebtedness. 
Benevolence,  $23.30.  Local  objects,  $304.23.  The  failure  in  some  of 
the  crops  has  been  a  loss  to  the  mission,  out  being  rooted  and  grounded 
in  the  truth,  it  is  making  progress,  and  its  prospects  are  encouraging. 
Organized  as  a  mission  in  1870.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250.  This 
year,  $150.     Pastor,  N.  J.  Miller. 

MARYLAND. 

Cumberland. — This  mission  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  Board 
since  1867.  It  had  been  a  mission  many  years  previously.  The  pre- 
sent pastor  has  had  charge  of  it  now  for  seven  years.  Its  growth  has 
been  gradual  and  its  prospects  are  good.  Members,  156;  unconfirmed 
members,  112;  Baptisms,  15;  Additions,  20;  Sunday-school  scholars, 
no;  value  of  property,  $5,500,  of  cemetery,  $1,000.  Indebtedness  on 
both  $2,000.  Amount  of  indebtedness  paid  off  since  1867,  $4,300; 
Benevolence,  $50;  Local  objects,  $750.  Attendance  good.  Appropri- 
ation last  year,  $200.     This  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  F.  R.  Schwedes. 

Ridgely^  Caroline  Co, — This  mission  at  present  consists  of  three  con- 
gregations, the  first  at  Ridgely,  the  second  in  Queen  Ann  Co.,  and  the 
third  near  Easton,  in  Talbot  Co.  Members,  73;  Sunday-school  scholars, 
35;  Baptisms,  14;  Additions,  9.  The  new  church  at  Ridgely  is  under 
roof  but  not  yet  finished,  for  the  want  of  funds.  The  new  church  in 
Talbot  county  was  dedicated  a  short  time  ago.  It  is  a  union  church 
and  cost  between  $400  and  $500.  Provision  was  made  at  the  dedica- 
tion to  pay  off  all  remaining  indebtedness  by  the  different  denominations 
represented  in  it,  four  in  number.  The  congregation  in  Kent  county, 
which  is  small,  has  not  as  yet  any  church.  It  worships  in  private 
houses,  and,  in  the  summer  time,  in  a  grove.     It  has  met  with  losses  by 
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deaths  and  removals,  which  have  prevented  it  from  securing  for  itself 
a  building  of  its  own.  The  missionary  has  not  been  adequately  sup- 
ported, as  the  mission  at  Ridgely  did  not  raise  the  amount  of  salary 
which  was  expected.  The  loss,  however,  was  partially  made  up  by 
missionary  boxes  and  private  contributions  from  friends  of  missions  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  will  need  similar  help  during  the  coming  winter. 
Appropriation  last  year,  I325  ;  this  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  Joseph  Han- 
nabery. 

East  Baltimore. — The  attention  of  the  Board  has  been  directed  by  the 
Classis  of  Maryland  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  as  a 
suitable  place  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  mission.  Arrangements 
are  at  present  being  made  to  put  up  a  chapel  for  the  use  of  a  mission 
Sunday-school  and  for  preaching.  One  of  the  resident  ministers  of  our 
church  has  consented  to  take  charge  of  this  interest  for  the  present 
without  any  compensation. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Concord,  Cabarrus  Co. — At  the  recommendation  of  the  Missionary 
Committee  of  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina,  the  Rev  J.  D.  Gurley  was 
commissioned  to  labor  as  missionary  at  Concord,  about  one  year  ago. 
We  had  some  valuable  members  in  the  town,  who  came  forward  and 
were  organized  into  a  congregation.  Services  have  been  held  regular- 
ly in  a  hall  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  every  Sunday,  and  a  fair  beginning 
has  been  made.  Mr.  Gurley  taught  school  for  a  while  in  order  to 
minister  to  his  support,  but  other  schools  having  sprung  up  in  the  town 
this  resort  has  failed  him  for  the  present.  An  effort  was  made  at  the 
Classis  to  connect  some  country  congregations  with  the  mission,  but  it 
was  deemed  premature  at  the  time.  This,  however,  may  yet  be  ac- 
complished. Mr.  Gurley  has  accepted  of  invitations  to  preach  in  nearly 
all  the  charges  of  the  Classis,  where  his  services  were  well  received  and 
highly  appreciated  In  this  way,  as  also  by  visiting  missionary  points 
in  the  bounds  of  the  Classis,  it  is  believed  that  his  usefulness  will  be 
much  increased  from  year  to  year.  Appropriation,  I250.  Pastor,  J.  D. 
Gurley. 

Uncolnton, — A  good  while  ago,  there  was  a  flourishing  Reformed  con- 
gregation at  Lincolnton,  but  owing  to  different  causes  it  was  suffered  to 
decline,  and  nearly  all  of  its  members  connected  themselves  with  other 
denominations.  For  a  number  of  years  no  Reformed  minister  preached 
in  the  place.  A  few  members— only  a  few — remained  true  to  the  church 
of  their  fathers,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  supply  these  widi  preaching, 
and  to  make  an  effort  to  revive  the  congregation,  if  possible.  The 
Rev.  J.  A.  Foil,  who  had  been  preaching  occasionally  in  the  town,  was 
commissioned  during  the  year  by  the  Board  to  take  charge  of  this  in- 
terest, with  a  small  appropriation.  He  has  been  preaching  at  this  point 
once  in  four  weeks,  and  has  had  good  audiences.  It,  however,  needs 
more  attention  than  Mr.  Foil  can  give  it  in  connection  with  his  other 
engagements.  It  may  possibly  be  connected  with  other  points  within 
the  bounds  of  Classis  hereafter,  where  preaching  is  called  for,  and  a 
new  missionary  field  be  formed,  in  which  good  results  might  be  expected. 
A  small  class  of  catechumens  has  been  formed  at  Lincolnton.  Appropria- 
tion, $50.     Pastor,  J.  A.  Foil. 

Moffitfs  Grove. — ^This  congregation  came  under  the  care  of  the  Board 
during  the  past  year.  The  members  were  poor,  and  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Cecil  had  served  it  for  several  years  with  little  or  no  compensation.  It 
has  no  church  of  its  own,  but  has  been  worshipping  in  a  school  house. 
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conveniently  adapted  to  its  purposes.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
was  constituted  a  mission,  and  the  Board  made  a  small  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  its  pastor.  Mr.  Cecil  has  recently  withdrawn  from 
the  field,  and  it  will  devolve  on  the  Classis  to  provide  for  its  spiritual 
wants,  either  by  connecting  it  with  some  other  charge  or  by  temporary 
supplies  through  its  missionary  committee.  Members,  41 ;  Baptisms, 
2 ;  Additions  i ;  Appropriation,  $50.     Vacant. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

IVashington, — During  the  past  year  the  attention  of  this  mission  has 
been  mainly  occupied  in  securing  for  itself  a  suitable  house  of  worship. 
The  members  were  first  called  on  for  their  subscriptions,  and  they  all 
gave  liberally  for  their  circumstances.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Son- 
tag,  then  spent  several  months  in  visiting  the  churches,  and  succeeded 
in  raising  the  amount  of  subscriptions  to  a  little  over  $2,000^  when  steps 
were  taken  by  the  committee  of  Maryland  Classis  to  go  forward  with  the 
erection  of  a  new  church.  The  contract  was  awarded  to  good  and  re- 
sponsible persons.  It  is  in  good  taste,  in  the  style  of  Queen  Ann,  and 
the  cost  will  be  $4, 100.  The  building  is  now  in  the  process  of  erection. 
It  is  expected  to  be  paid  for  by  the  subscriptions  already  received  and 
some  tnat  are  still  to  be  secured,  which  will  be  supplemented  by  the 
proceeds  of  the  assessments  made  on  the  Classes,  after  all  the  payments 
on  the  ground  are  made.  There  are  still  two  payments  to  be  made  on 
the  ground — one  this  fall  and  the  other  next  spring — of  $6oj  each. 
After  the  building  is  finished,  and  the  cong[regation  has  the  conve- 
niences of  a  church  of  its  own,  the  mission  will  be  placed  on  a  perma- 
nent foundation,  and  with  the  divine  blessing  will  succeed.  The  labors 
of  the  pastor  have  been  interrupted  during  the  year,  partly  by  sickness 
and  partly  by  necessary  absence  from  home.  Fifteen  persons  have 
been  added  to  the  church,  five  baptized  and  two  buried.  The  Sunday- 
school  is  yet  small.  Appropriation,  ;^6oo ;  this  year,  the  same.  Pastor, 
C.  F.  Sontag. 

NEW  YORK. 

New  York. — Our  Board  has  continued  to  assist  the  Board  of  the 
Eastern  German  Synod,  in  the  support  of  this  mission.  The  members 
composing  it  had  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  withdraw  from  an  indepen- 
dent congregation,  in  which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  worship,  and 
organize  themselves  into  a  congregation,  under  Pastor  Fox,  as  mission- 
ary. During  the  past  year  a  reconciliation  was  effected  between  the  two 
divisions,  and  a  new  organization  accomplished,  distinctively  Reformed, 
in  connection  with  the  German  Synod,  under  the  pastorship  of  Mr. 
Fox.  The  re-union  was  cordial,  and  the  event  was  celebrated  by  a 
special  service  in  the  church  last  spring.  The  mission  has  a  church 
of  its  own  on  9th  Avenue  near  50th  Street,  well  located  to  exert  a  good 
influence  on  a  large  class  of  foreign  Germans  in  the  city.  Appropria- 
tion, $300.     Pastor,  F.  Fox. 

KANSAS. 

St,  PauPs  Reformed  Church,  Emporia, — ^Under  the  care  of  the  Board 
two  years — members,  25;  unconfirmed  members,  25;  baptisms,  6; 
additions,  6  ;  losses,  11 ;  cost  of  property,  $3000 ;  Indebtedness,  $600; 
for  benevolence,  $5  ;  for  local  objects,  in  addition  to  what  was  paid  for 
the  erection  of  the  church,  $175.  The  new  church  was  dedicated  last 
November,  amidst  general  rejoicing  in  the  Mission,  and  among  its  friends 
on  the  outside.    The  event  helped  to  inspire  confidence  and  to  place 
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the  Mission  on  a  more  permanent  basis.  Since  June  last,  the  pastor 
has  been  suppljring  a  mission  at  Holton,  in  Jackson  County,  which  had 
lost  its  pastor,  and  was  suffering  seriously.  Under  his  care  it  has  re- 
vived somewhat,  and  a  catechetical  class  has  been  formed.  He  also 
preached  at  Whiting,  twelve  miles  distant  from  Holton,  and  has  been 
preparing  the  way  for  organizations  at  Valley  Falls  and  Harensville, 
with  the  view  of  connecting  these  points  with  Holton,  and  so  form  a 
pastoral  charge.  He  further  visited  lola,  in  Kansas,  and  Raymore  in 
Missouri,  near  the  State  line,  baptized  the  children,  and  sought  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  labors  of  a  missionary  in  the  future.  His  attention 
was  directed  to  other  points,  but  his  time  would  not  allow  him  to 
visit  them.  The  missionary  labors  under  the  disadvantage  of  not 
owning  a  conveyance,  and  is  without  the  means  of  hiring  one 
when  needed  to  enable  him  to  visit  various  points  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. After  these  openings  for  the  establishment  of  new  mis- 
sions were  reported  the  Board  deemed  it  necessary  to  send  an- 
other missionary  to  Kansas,  and  accordingly,  commissioned  the  Rev.  L. 
M.  Hensell,  of  Virginia,  at  his  own  request,  to  proceed  to  Kansas,  and 
to  co-operate  with  Mr.  Shoemaker  in  cultivating  the  field,  which  seemed 
to  be  whitening  for  the  harvest.  Mr.  Hensell,  when  last  heard  from, 
was  at  lola,  examining  the  ground  with  the  view  of  locating  himself  and 
commencing  his  missionary  work.  Mr.  Shoemaker  found  that  his  sup- 
port was  inadequate,  and  it  was  to  some  extent  supplemented  by  mis- 
sionary boxes  and  g^fts  of  money  last  winter  from  the  friends  of  mis- 
sions in  the  East.  Similar  help  will  be  nee4rd  to  sustain  both  of  our 
missionaries  in  Kansas,  and  the  one  in  Nebraska,  during  the  coming 
winter.  Unless  something  of  this  kind  is  done,  we  fear  that  they  will 
be  driven  from  the  field.  As  the  Board  has  commenced  missionary 
operations  in  these  two  States,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Church  to 
sustain  the  missionaries  in  their  self-denying  work,  or  else  all  that  we 
have  been  doing  thus  far  will  come  to  nought.  Appropriation  to  Mr. 
Shoemaker,  $300.  For  travelling  expenses,  $100.  Appropriation  to 
Mr.  Hensell,  $300. 

NEBRASKA. 

Aurora, — Last  spring  the  Rev.  Edmond  Erb  was  commissioned  as 
missionary  to  Nebraska  at  his  own  request  He  was  to  some  extent 
acquainted  with  the  field,  and  felt  himself  strongly  moved  to  give  up  his 
charge  in  Ohio,  in  order  that  he  might  supply  the  membership  of  the 
church  in  Nebraska,  scattered  about  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  with 
the  means  of  erace,  and  gather  them  together  into  congregations.  The 
Board  were  pleased  to  accept  of  his  offer  to  labor  in  the  waste  places  of 
our  Zion  in  the  Far  West.  He  has  now  been  several  months  in  the  field, 
and  most  of  his  time  has  been  occupied  in  making  explorations.  He 
reports  that  he  finds  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  many  places, 
some  of  whom  have  left  the  church  of  their  fathers,  whilst  many  were 
still  waiting  for  a  minister  of  their  own  faith  to  preach  to  them  the  gos- 
pel. He  has  located  himself  at  Aurora,  and  made  it  the  centre  of^his 
missionary  operations.  He  preaches  at  present  in  the  court-house  in  the 
town,  and  at  several  school-houses  in  the  country,  where  he  expects 
soon  to  organize  congregations.  His  work  commends  itself  to  the 
sympathy  and  prayers  of  the  church.  Appropriation  $300.  Pastor, 
Edmond  Erb. 

CALIFORNIA. 

SalenCs  Churchy  Napa, — The  spiritual  interests  of  this  mission  suf- 
ered  much  from  the  want  of  a  pastor  during  the  previous  year.    When 
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the  present  missionary  took  charge  of  it,  about  one  year  ago,  very  few 
members  seamed  to  be  left— apparently  only  two.  He  has,  however, 
succeeded  in  gathering  together  the  scattered  sheep,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  mission  has  improved  under  his  care.  Members,  67. 
Baptisms,  8.  Gathered  in,  65.  Benevolence,  $13.  Local  objects,  1^330. 
Cost  of  property,  $4*^00.  Indebtedness,  $500.  Reduction  of  indebtedness 
during  the  year,  $50.  Under  the  care  of  the  Board  eight  years.  Indif- 
ference to  the  claims  of  missions,  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  foreign 
Germans,  presents  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  mission,  but  faim- 
ful  labor  among  them  is  sure  to  bear  good  fruit.  The  field  is  large,  and 
more  laborers  are  needed  to  assist  in  cultivating  it  Vs  it  should  be. 
Appropriation,  $300.     Pastor,  E,  DeGeller.  • 

Alameda. — The  Rev.  Charles  Hartman,  of  Indiana,  having  expressed 
a  desire  to  labor  among  the  foreign  Germans  in  California,  was  com- 
missioned as  missionary  to  Alameda  last  spring.  He  took  charge  of 
the  mission  that  had  been  served  for  a  time  by  one  who  turned  out  to 
be  unworthy  of  his  office.  He  found  many  of  his  countrymen  who 
needed  the  gospel,  but  manifested  little  or  no  interest  in  having  it 
preached  to  them.  They  had,  in  some  de^ee,  lost  confidence  in  min- 
isters, as  well  as  in  Christianity  itself;  This  made  the  beginning  of  his 
work  somewhat  inauspicious,  but  he  has  not  become  discouraged.  He 
preaches  at  present  in  a  rented  hall,  and  has  succeeded  in  gathering 
the  children  together  into  a  Sunday-school,  which  is  growing,  and  pro- 
mises well  for  the  future.  The  beginning  seems  to  be  feeble,  and  the 
work  arduous ;  but  we  have  the  assurance  that  brother  Hartman's  labors 
for  the  souls  of  men  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  end.  He  is  well  qualified 
for  the  work  which  he  has  undertaken,  and  is  much  needed  to  assist  the 
brethren  already  in  the  field  in  planting  the  pure  Christian  faith  in  the 
place  of  Satan's  synagogue.    Appropriation,  $400.    Pastor,  C.  Hartman. 

OREGON. 

Portland. — Membership,  172;  no  at  Portland,  13  at  Sandy,  organized 
into  a  congregation  during  the  year.  50  at  German  Creek  and  the 
Dalles,  also  lately  organized.  Two  Sunday-schools,  with  ninety  scholars. 
Something  over  $1,000  were  raised  for  congregational  purposes,  such 
as  salary,  sexlon,  fuel,  and  the  debt  of  $365  mentioned  in  last  year's 
report.  $70  were  raised  in  the  congregation  for  the  completion  of  a  new 
church  in  Rev.  Lange's  charge.  The  missionary  has  spent  much  time 
in  exploring  the  country  and  in  organizing  new  churches,  and  it  has 
become  necessary  to  send  other  laborers  into  the  field  to  assist  him  in 
his  work.  Accordingly  two  new  missionaries  were  commissioned  by  the 
Board  at  its  late  meeting,  to  labor  in  Oregon,  in  fields  to  be  assigned  to 
them  by  the  Classis  of  Portland.  They  came  from  the  Pilger-Mission 
of  St.  Chrischona,  at  Basel,  Switzerland,  and  are  highly  recommended 
for  the  work  by  Inspector  Rappard.  Their  names  are  A.  Kreuter  and 
F.  Ewald.  Pastor  Gantenbein  says  that,  in  addition  to  the  points  which 
he  has  been  trying  to  hold  until  relief  should  come,  there  are  yet  a 
dozen  prominent  cities  and  German  settlements  of  great  promise  to  our 
church  on  the  north  Pacific  coast,  as  yet  untouched  by  us,  which  we 
should  take  possession  of  soon,  before  it  is  too  late.  Appropriation, 
last  year,  $250.     Pastor,  John  Gantenbein. 

Salem. — The  annual  report  of  this  mission  has  failed  to  reach  us,  and 
so  we  cannot  give  statistics.  The  missionary  serves  two  small  co.ngre- 
gations  of  Germans,  one  at  Salem,  the  capital  of  the  State,  which  is  still 
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without  a  church,  and  the  other  at  Waldo  Hills,  which  completed  its 
church  during  the  year  for  something  over  I500.  He  preaches  at  other 
points,  in  school-houses  and  private  houses.  Latterly-  he  has  been 
preaching  regularly  at  Mehannah,  a  summer  resort,  which  in  the  course 
of  time  might  be  made  the  centre  of  a  new  missionary  field.  He  con- 
tinues to  explore  the  country,  to  visit  from  house  to  house,  and  to  en- 
courage his  fellow-countrymen  to  wait  in  faith  until  Providence  sends 
them  a  shepherd  to  gather  them  into  the  folds  of  their  own  church. 
Appropriation,  last  year,  ^250;  this  year,  $200.  Pastor,  Jacob  MuelU 
haupt. 

Canhy,  Clackamas  Co. — Under  the  Board  2^  years.  Congregations,  3. 
Members,  70.  Additions,  47.  Gain,  43.  Baptisms.  5.  S.  S.  scholars,  39. 
Local  objects,  $400.  During  the  past  year  the  pastor,  Rev.  Julius  Lange, 
organized  two  new  congregations,  one  at  Oregon  City,  and  the  other  at 
New  Era,  seven  miles  distant.  The  first,  the  St.  Peter's  Church,  owns 
three  acres  of  land,  on  which  there  is  a  parsonage,  which  serves  at 
present  as  a  house  of  worship.  The  secona,  the  St.  John's  Church,  has 
taken  measures  to  put  up  a  new  church  for  its  use.  An  eligible  piece 
of  ground  has  been  donated  for  the  purpose,  and  subscriptions  in  money, 
XihoT  and  material  secured.  As  the  people  are  mostly  beginners,  and 
still  poor,  the  Board,  in  accordance  with  the  rec^uest  of  the  Portland 
Classis,  has  contributed  $50  to  encourage  and  assist  in  this  movement. 
The  small  church  erected  by  the  congregation  at  Meridian,  referred  to 
in  last  year's  repon,  has  been  finished,  and  is  now  paid  for.  It  is  worth 
$650  at  present,  and  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  worth  considerably  more. 
Brother  Lange,  owing  to  fewness  of  laborers  in  the  field,  has  preached 
at  various  other  points  within  the  bounds  of  the  Classis.  His  health, 
which  had  somewhat  suffered  in  consequence  of  his  arduous  labors,  has, 
we  are  glad  to  report,  been  restored  to  him.  Appropriation,  last  year, 
$200 ;  this  year  the  same.     Pastor,  Julius  Lange. 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

Walla  Walla. — This  mission  was  supplied  for  some  time  by  Rev. 
Georg^e  Maechtersheimer.  During  the  past  year,  by  the  advice  of  his 
Classis,  he  was  induced  to  transfer  his  labors  to  another  place  in  the 
Territory.  The  field  is  still  vacant,  and,  as  it  is  an  important  one, 
efforts  will  be  made  to  supply  it  with  a  suitable  missionary,  it  is  hoped, 
at  an  early  day.     Appropriation  last  year,  |2oo.     Vacant. 

Seattle,  Puget  Sound. — By  the  advice  of  the  Portland  Classis,  Mr. 
Maechtersheimer  was  commissioned  to  labor  as  missionary  at  this  point. 
He  was  well  received  by  his  fellow-countrymen,  and  his  prospects  of 
success  in  this  field  are  encouraging.  Appropriation,  $2oa  Pastor, 
George  Maechtersheimer, 

Ursinus  Union. — The  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Treasurer  of  the 
Church  and  Committee  of  the  Ursinus  Union,  reports  that  since  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  Synod  he  has  received  for  missionary  purposes, 
$760.49.  Three  hundred  dollars  of  this  amount  has  passed  through  the 
hands  of  our  Treasurer  for  the  support  of  a  mission  under  the  care  of 
the  Board.  The  balance  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasuries  of  other 
missionary  boards  of  the  church. 

SUMMARY. 

Number  of  missions 45 

Members  in  the  missions 4.159 

Baptisms  during  the  year 470 
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Additions  during  the  year 588 

Sunday-school  scholars 3t4o6 

Amount  collected  for  benevolence $^2 

local  objects $18.^9 

Cost  of  property $164,000 

Indebtedness $27,450 

FINANCIAL    STATEMENT. 

From  the  treasurer's  report  it  will  appear  that  the  income  of  the  Board 
during  the  year,  from  all  sources,  was  $12,220.85.  To  this,  however, 
must  be  added  over  $1,000,  received  by  the  treasurer  for  the  Washing- 
ton Chapel,  not  included  in  the  income  as  given  above.  I'he  amount 
then  would  be  $13,294.  Last  year  the  income  was  $15,403.  which  was 
larger  than  usual,  because  many  of  the  contributions  came  in  the  form 
of  thank-offerings  for  the  return  of  peace  and  reconciliation  in  the 
church — supposed  to  be  $5,000.  The  difference  between  the  receipts  of 
the  two  years  is  less  than  was  anticipated,  and  the  income  during  the 
past  year  was  larger  than  during  any  previous  ordinary  year.  There 
was  due  our  missionaries  in  salary,  on  the  first  of  October,  1^4,000,  with 
a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $1,240. 

The  following  statement  of  the  income  of  the  Board  for  missions  in 
former  years — since  i860 — ^may  be  interesting  and  instructive  at  the 
present  time : 

Income  from  i860  to  1865 — five  years $28,538 

1865  to  1869,  from  the  whole  church,  all 

the  Synodrt 42.487 

1869  to  1873.  froni  all  the  Synods 19.616 

1873  to  1877.  froiw  three  Synods,  on  the 

triSynodic  plan 36.315 

1877  to  1881, on  the  tri-Synodic  plan  cont'd  46,019 

For  the  coming  year  the  Board  will  need  $15,000  at  least — more  if 
possible — in  order  to  meet  current  expenses ;  for  which  we  suggest  that 
the  three  Synods  interested  be  requested  to  adopt  measures  to  raise  the 
following  amounts : 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States $8,500 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac 375o 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh 2.750 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

That  the  Synods  request  each  congregation  within  their  bounds,  to 
take  up  one  collection  during  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
Church  Building.  Fund,  to  assist  missions  to  erect  churches,  either  in 
the  way  of  a  loan  or  a  donation. 

That  the  Synods  request  all  the  ministers  and  pastoral  charges  to  be 
moro  careful  hereafter,  that  the  assessments  made  for  missions  be  more 
fully  met. 

That  missionary  festivals  be  held  in  each  Classis,  and  in  the  different 
congregations ;  that  missionary  societies  be  organized  and  encouraged 
in  each  congregation  or  Sunday  School ;  that  missionary  intelligence  be 
diffused  in  all  our  churches,  and  our  people  be  urged  to  give  more  liber- 
ally, so  that  our  missionaries  may  be  more  promptly  paid  and  encour- 
aged in  their  work. 
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A   RETROSPECT. 

-As  the  period  for  which  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  was  app>oint* 
cd  by  the  three  Synods,  conjointly,  comes  to  a  close  during  the  present 
year,  it  is  proper  at  this  time  to  make  a  brief  review  of  our  missionary 
work  during  the  period  of  time  he  has  been  in  office.  It  is  a  matter  of 
encouragement  to  the  Church  that  the  cause  of  missions  has  been  pros- 
pered, and  that  it  has  not  been  without  manifest  tokens  of  the  divine 
favor. 

Most  of  the  missions  reported  four  years  ago,  are  still  under  the  care 
of   the   Board.      Only  a  few  of  them   have  become  self-sustaining. 
Others,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  are  approaching  to  the  point  when 
they  will   be    able    to    provide  for  themselves.      The  most  marked 
feature  of  our  missionary  work  during  that  period  of  time  is  found  in  its 
enlargement  or  expansion.     Following,  what  were  deemed  clear  indica- 
tions of  Divine  Providence,  the  Board  established  a  number  of  new 
and  interesting  missions.     The  mission  at  Johnstown,  from  an  humble 
and  inauspicious  beginning,  has  grown  up  and  is  making  cheering  pro- 
gress, havmg  secured  for  itself  a  church  of  its  own,  not  encumbered 
with  any  remaining  debt.     Other  missions  have  been  established  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod — at  Latrobe,  New  Castle,  and  more 
recently  at  other  points,  which,  however,  have  not  as  yet,  been  supplied 
with  missionary  pastors.     St.  Luke's  mission,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  which 
grew  out  of  a  Mission  Sunday-School,  was  commenced  in  1879.  ^"^  ^^^ 
been  successful  in  erecting  for  itself  a  new  Church,  with  no  large  amount 
of  indebtedness  resting  on  it.     The  present  missionary  at  Emporia, 
Kansas,  was  commissioned  in  the  year  1879.     He  organized  the  flock, 
which  had  been  gathered  together  by  his  predecessor,  into  a  congrega- 
tion, and  has  been  successful  in  putting  up  a  neat  church  for  its  use, 
whilst  he  has  explored  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  visited  various 
places  where  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  have  settled.    Quite  re- 
cently the  Board  has  sent  out  another  missionary  to  co-operate  witn  him  in 
building  up  the  waste  places  of  our  Zion  in  that  State.     Last  spring  a  mis- 
sionary was  commissioned  to  the  neighboring  State  of  Nebraska,  where 
he  finds  many  members  of  our  church,  among  whom  he  proposes  to 
build  up  missionary  churches.    The  Mission  in  San  Francisco  became 
self-supporting  some  three  years  ago,  and  it  soon  became  necessary  for 
the  Board  to  commission  another  laborer  to  assist  in  carrying  forward 
the  work  of  missions  among  the  Foreign  Germans  in  San  Francisco 
and  suburbs.     Four  years  ago  we  had  only  two  missionaries  in  Oregon 
and  Washington  territory  ;  now  we  have  four,  and  we  will  have  six,  as 
soon  as  two,  from  the  Missionary  Institute  of  St.  Chrischona,  Basel,  now 
in  this  county,  shall  have  reached  their  field  of  labor.     The  first  mis- 
sion in  Oregon  was  started  about  six  years  ago  at  Portland      It  is  now 
nearly  or  quite  self-supporting — a  source  of  encouragement  and  hope 
to  other  missions  growing  up  around  it.     The  increase  of  laborers  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  led  to  the  formation  of  two  Classes  instead  of  one. 
The  Mission  of  Middlebrook,  Va.,  has  become  self-supporting,  and  a 
new  one  established  in  the  neighborhood.     In  North  Carolina,  three 
new  missions  have  commenced  within  the  past  year,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  assist  in  reviving  and  strengthening  our  Church  in  the  South. 

But  whilst  we  have  endeavored  to  provide  for  the  spiritual  wants  o 
our  people  in  the  West  and  the  South,  and  in  smaller  towns  and  villages 
in  the  East,  we  have  not  overlooked  the  destitution  of  our  larger  cities. 
Over  one  year  ago  we  undertook  to  assist  the  eastern  German  Board  in 
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sustaining  a  German  mission  in  the  city  of  New  York ;  have  lately 
commenced  a  promising  English  mission  in  Philadelphia,  and  are  just 
about  adopting  measures  to  establish  one  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  It  is 
only  the  want  of  means  that  has  prevented  us  from  having  an  English 
mission  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  extending  our  work  among  the  foreign 
Germans  in  New  England.  The  mission  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  is  now  in 
its  fourth  year,  and  has  encouraging  prospects  of  permanence  and  suc- 
cess. All  this  shows,  that,  limited  as  our  resources  are,  we  can,  with 
prudence  and  care,  extend  our  work  also  into  our  large  cities,,  and  build 
up  churches  for  our  people,  who  are  continually  flowing  into  them  from 
the  country. 

As  system  and  order  are  necessary  in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  mis- 
sions— ^just  as  much  as  in  any  other  enterprise — it  has  been  a  primary 
object  with  the  Board  to  encourage  and  foster  missionary  societies  in  our 
congregations  and  Sunday-schools.  During  the  last  four  years  many  of 
these  have  sprung  up  in  all  directions,  and  have  proved  themselves  to 
be  a  blessing  to  the  churches,  as  well  as  perennial  sources  of  increase  to  our 
missionary  treasury.  To  supply  these  societies  with  missionary  intelli- 
gence, as  well  as  to  awaken  still  more  the  missionary  spirit  among  our  peo- 
ple, a  monthly  missionary  paper  has  been  published  under  the  direction  of 
the  Board,  which,  if  properly  encouraged,  cannot  fail,  as  we  believe,  to  be- 
come one  of  the  most  potent  agents  in  advancing  our  missionary  interests. 

From  this  brief  review,  as  well  as  from  what  has  appeared  in  our  re- 
ports from  year  to  year,  it  will  appear  that  the  cause  of  missions  is  ad- 
vancing— ^making  some  progress  among  us.  As  a  consequence,  our  peo- 
ple are  becoming  more  interested  in  this  department  of  benevolence,  and 
their  liberality  is  improving.  During  the  last  four  years  the  entire  amount 
raised  for  missions,  as  reported  regularly  through  our  treasurer  was  in 
round  numbers  $46,000.  The  amount  actually  contributed,  but  not  so 
reported,  was  considerable.  It  would  be  difficult  to  give  the  precise 
amount.  During  the  previous  four  years  the  amount  reported  was  $36,- 
000,  showing  an  increase  of  $10,000  during  the  second  term  of  what  has 
come  to  be  known  as  the  Tri-Synodic  Plan. 

But  whilst  these  facts  go  to  show  that  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
East  has  made  a  good  beginning  in  its  missionary  enterprises,  it  should, 
however,  be  remembered  that  it  is  only  a  beginning.  Our  increasing 
liberality  has  fallen  far  short  of  the  providential  openings,  which  God 
is  making  to  us,  and  most  manifestly  inviting  us  to  enter  and  cultivate. 
As  a  denomination  we  have  the  means — and  we  hope  the  heart  also — 
of  doing  much  more  for  our  Divine  Lord,  who  has  done  so  much  for  us. 
We  have,  in  fact,  great  reason  to  humble  ourselves  in  the  dust  and  to 
hide  our  faces  in  shame  when  we  call  to  mind  what  we  might  do,  and 
listen  to  the  urgent  calls  that  are  made  upon  us  for  help  in  the  many 
waste  places  of  our  country.  It  is  a  cause  in  which  we  can  no  longer 
stand  still  or  be  indifferent,  without  being  guilty  of  the  commission  of  a 
great  sin,  and  of  the  perpetration  of  a  great  wrong  upon  those  who  call 
to  us  for  help  in  their  time  of  need.  It  is  becoming  more  and  more  a 
matter  that  should  cause  ministers  and  members  to  fear  and  tremble, 
lest  God  should  withdraw  altogether  the  light  of  His  countenance.  Upon 
us,  therefore,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  the  shepherds  of  the  flocks,  com- 
mitted to  our  care,  more  especially,  lies  a  solemn  responsibility  to  cry 
aloud  and  spare  not,  until  our  Reformed  Zion  awakes  from  her  slumbers, 
and  puts  on  her  strength  and  her  beautiful  garments. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORE  APPEL, 

Superintendent  of  Missions, 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  Oct.  4, 1881. 
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III.     REPORT    OP    THE    TREASURER    OF    THE    TRI-SYNODIC    BOARD 

OF    MISSIONS. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Missions : — 

To  the  Board  of  Missiom  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

I  regret  to  announce  to  the  Board,  and  through  it  to  the  Synodfl  and  the 
Church  at  large,  that  the  ^nances  are  not  in  as  promising  a  condition  as  at  the 
date  of  my  last  annual  report. 

The  contributions  hnve  fallen  off  very  seriously  during  the  year,  being  more 
than  twenty-four  hundred  dollars  less  than  during  the  previous  year. 

Some  of  the  Ciaases  have,  it  is  gratifying  to  state,  increased  their  contribu- 
tions very  handsomely,  but  others,  alas,  have  come  far  behind. 

The  present  indebtedness  of  the  Board  to  the  missionaries  is  nearly  $4,000, 
towards  paying  which  there  is  in  the  treasury  a  balance  of  $1,230.97,  leaving 
an  actual  indebtedness  of  more  than  $2,700. 

Unless  the  Church  manifests  more  liberality  during  the  present  year,  the 
number  of  missions  must  be  reduced  and  the  salaries  of  the  missionaries  cut 
down.  Such  a  step  is  painful  to  contemplate,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  may 
be  averted  by  Ood's  people  increasing  their  offerings  so  that  His  reign  may  be 
extendeil  and  His  kingdom  come. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  sources  and  amounts  contributed  for 
Missions,  viz : 

Synod  of  the  United  States. 

Classis  of  Philadelphia $  116  00 

Tohickon 689  28 

**        Goshenhoppen 1536  75 

"        East  Pennsylvania 809  45 

«'        Lebanon 1529  61 

**        Lancaster 761  45 

"       East  Susquehanna   .....  353  00 

•*        West  Pennsylvania 662  20 

**       Lehigh   .   .' 473  74 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States    $  6,931  48 

Synod  of  the  Potoinae. 

Classis  of  Zion f  387  15 

Maryland 910  12 

*•        Mercersburg 1006  25 

*'        Virginia 170  95 

**        San  Francisco 15  00 

"        North  Carolina 72  41 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  .   .      $  2,561  88  ] 

Synod  of  Pittsburg, 
From  the  Treasurer  of  Synod $  2,062  49 


From  Locke  legacy   (principal)  . 

'*         '*  "        (interest)     . 

**      Adelaide  Dechant  legacy  . 

"      Gerhart  legacy 

Balance  in  Treasury  Oct  11,  1880 


Miscellaneous  Sources, 

.$  500  00 


11,555  85 


135  00 
24  00 
6  00 
963  86      $  1,628  86 


Total  from  all  sources 13,184  71 
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Paid  orderR  of  the  Board  during  year   $11,568  74 
Paid  Treasurer  Iowa  Ciassis  ....  35*00 

Paid  TreaAurer  Iowa  Ciassis  per  Trea- 
surer PitUburgli  8ynod  ...  350  00 
Balance  in  the  Treasury  Oct.  3,  1881            1,230  97      13,184  71 

Respectfully  pubmitted, 

Wm.  Hi^  Seibert,  Treasurer. 
Earrisbvrg,  Pa.,  Oct.  3,  1881. 

We.  the  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Church  for  that  pnrpone,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  ex- 
amined the  Treasurer's  Report  with  the  accoinpanying  vouchers,  and  find  it  to 
be  correct,  with  a  balance  of  $1,230.97  in  the  Treasury. 

Witness  our  hands  this  3d  day  of  October,  1881. 


W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  )      ^i -^^ 

D.  W.  Gross,        /     UommUtee. 


TV.    REPORT    OP    STANDING    COMMITTEE    ON    MISSIONS. 

Your  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  as  their 
report: 

There  have  been  referred  to  us  for  consideration  the  Reports  of  the  Tri- 
Srnodic  Board  of  Mis^iouM,  of  the  Superintendent  of  Mii^sions,  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missionn,  and  an  overture  from  Iowa  Ciassis,  ask- 
ing for  a  special  appropriation  for  missions  within  its  bounds. 

In  the  reports  from  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  and  its  officers  we  find  the  fol 
lowing  matters  requiring  action  on  the  part  of  this  Synod,  namely :  A  request 
that  $3750. 00  be  furnished  by  this  Synod  for  Missions,  during  the  ensuing 
year :  and  alno  certain  recommendations  respecting  collections  for  a  Building 
Fimd,  Missionary  Festivals,  and  Missionary  Societies.  With  regard  to  these 
things  we  would  recommend  the  following  action : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  assume  the  $3750.00,  suggested  by  the  Board,  as 
our  portion  of  the  $15,000.00  needed  to  carry  forward  the  work  now  in  hand, 
and  that  it  be  apportioned  a**  follows:  Zion's  Ciassis  $1150.00,  Maryland 
Ciassis  $1150.00,  Mercerrtburg  Ciassis  $1100.00,  Virgin  ia  Ciassis  $300.00,  tlonh 
Carolina  Ciassis  $150.00,  San  Francisco  Ciassis  $25.00,  and  Portland -Oregon 
Ciassis  $25.00  -making  $3900.00. 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  of  this  Synod  be  urgently  enjoined  to  make  every 
proper  effort  to  meet  their  respective  apportionments. 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  of  this  Synod  be  instructed  to  enjoin  upon  their 
pa.st«rs  to  take  up,  during  the  ensuing  year,  at  such  time  as  may  be  most 
suitable,  in  each  congregation  a  collection  for  a  Church-Building  Fund. 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  of  this  Synod  be  also  recommended  to  hold  Mis- 
sionary Festivals  within  their  respective  bounds,  during  each  year,  and  to 
take  such  further  action  as  will  lead  to  the  organization  of  Missionary 
Societies  in  all  their  congregations. 

As  regards  the  overture  of  Iowa  Ciassis,  we  would  suggest  the  following 
action : 

Resolved,  That  Iowa  Ciassis  be  requested  to  place  its  missions  so  far,  at 
least,  under  the  Tri-Syno'lic  Board,  as  to  report  annually  their  condition  and 
the  amounts  contributed  for  their  support,  to  said  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $450.00  be  raised  by  this  Synod  for  missions 
within  the  bounds  uf  Iowa  Ciassis,  and  timt  this  amount  be  apportioned  as 
follows:  Zion's  Clasais $150.00.  Maryland  Ciassis  $150.00,  Mercersburg  Ciassis 
$130.00,  Virginia  Ciassis  $10.00,  and  North  Carolina  Ciassis  $10.00— said 
amounts  to  be  paid  over  by  the  Classes,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic 


) 


45  .    . 

Board,  to  be  forwarded  by  him  to  the  Iowa  Classis,  when  said  ClaHsis  has  com- 
plied with  the  request  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Resolved^  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  this  body  be  instructed  to 
inform  Iowa  Clasnis  of  this  action. 

Your  Committee  would  further  report,  that  by  instructions  of  Synod 
arrangements  were  made  for  a  Missionary  meeting,  during  the  sessions  of  this 
Syn«a.  This  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day  of  its  ses- 
sions. Rev.  Dr.  Miller  presided  over  the  meeting,  and  suitable  addresses  were 
delivered  by  Revs.  J.  M.  Titzel,  Dr.  T.  A^pel,  and  W.  Rupp.  A  collection 
was  also  taken  up  for  missionary  purposes  m  the  field  of  Rev.  Julius  Liange  in 
Oregon,  which  amounted  to  $50.00,  including  a  supplemental  collection  on 
Sunday  evening. 

Respectfully  sabmitted, 

J.  M.  Titzel,  Chairman. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Sjnodic  Board  acknowledges  the  recep- 
tion, during  the  year,  of  the  following  sums  for  the  Washington 
Mission  Chapel,  to  wit:  Lebanon  Classis  $14d.l0,  Lancaster 
Claris  $134.67,  West  Susquehanna  Classis  $99.00,  Lehigh  Classis 
$66.00,  Goshenhoppen  Classis  $50.00  =  $497.77 ;  Mercersburg 
Classis  $551.31,  Zion's  Classis  $105.40,  North  Carolina  Classis 
$25.00,  Virginia  Classis  $18.00  =  $699.71 ;  miscellaneous  sources 
$32.40.    Total  $1229.86. 


At  the  election  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  held  during 
the  session  of  Monday  evenine.  Rev.  Dr.  Theodore  Appel  was 
elected  as  Synod's  choice  for  Missionary  Superintendent  for  the 
period  of  four  years,  and  Revs.  J.  M.  Titzel  and  Dr.  Weisz  were 
elected  as  members  of  the  Synodic  Board  of  Missions  for  a  like 
termofyeaw. 

MESCBEBS  OP  THX  STVODIC  BOABD   OF    MISSIONS   AND   TER1C8  OF  SERVICE, 

Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel  ....  4  years October,  1885 

"      1. 8.  Weisz 4  '*  "  1885 

*'      E.  R.  Eechbach  .   .   .  3  "  **  1884 

•'     E.  N.  Kremer  .   .   .  3  **  "  1884 

•*     G.  W.  Welker .   .   .  2  "  "  1883 

'•     J.  O.  Miller  ....  1  "  "  1882 

Elder  8.  Dutrow 1  "  "  1882 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

I.  tbeaburbb's  report. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  presented  and 
read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  audited.    The  Report  is  as  follows : 
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Lewis  H.  Steiker,  Treasurer^  in  aeeount  with  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac 
</  the  Be/or med  Church  in  the  United  Stales. 

Dr. 

Oct  21,  1880.    To  balance  in  the  Treasury  .   . •.    $281  13 

**     **     "        To  amount  of  cash  and  subflcriptions  collected 

at  Synod  for  Missions 58  88 

Jan.  12,1881.    To  cash   from  C.  A.  Schultz,  Treasurer  Zion's 

Classis,  on  assessment  of  said  Classis  for  1879-80 100  00 

Feb.  25,  1881.  To  cash  from  ditto,  being  balance  on  said  assess- 
ment with  interest 64  72 

May  6,  1881.  To  cash  from  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer 
Mercersburg  Classis,  being  assessment  on  said  Classis  for 

1880-81 160  00 

'*  12,  1881.  To  cash  from  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  Treasurer  Mary- 
land Classis,  being  assessment  on  said  Classis  for  1880-81  .    .      160  00 

July  22,  1881.  To  cash  from  Rev.  T.  Long,  Treasurer  North 
Carolina  Classis,  being  assessment  on  said  Classis  for 
1880-81 25  00 

Aug.  1,  1881.     To  cash  from  C.  A.  Shultz,  Treas.  Zion's  Classis, 

being  assessment  on  said  Classis  for  1880-81 160  00 

"  9,  1881.  To  cash  from  Rev.  J.  A.  Hoffheins,  Treasurer 
Virginia  Classis,  being  assessment  on  said  Classis  for 
1880-81 40  00 

11049  73 
Contra  Cr. 

Oct.  21,  1880.    By  cash  to  Rev.  A.  J.  Whitmore  for  Mint  Springs 

Mission,  being  Synodical  collection 58  88 

Dec.  16,  1880.    By  cash  to  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  Treas.  Board 

of  Education, — one  year's  interest  on  Stoudenour  legacy  .    .        12  00 

Jan  12,  1881.     By  cash  to  Lewis  Markell  on  loan  made  to  Synod 

for  Publication  Board 100  00 

"  24,  1881.     By  cash  to  Ref.  Ch.  Publication  Board  for  printing 

2000  copies  of  Minutes  of  Synod  for  1880 135  00 

April  2, 1881.    By  cash  to  Rev.  G.  E.  Addams,  Pastor  of  Church- 
town  Church,  one  year's  interest  on  Brechbill  legacy  ....        12  00 

May  2,  1881.     By  cash  to  W.  D.  Gross,  Treas.  General  bynod. — 

assessment  for  Contingent  Fund 260  00 

*'  6,  1881.    By  cash  to  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk's 

salarv •.«..    ..  100  00 

"   "  1881.     By  cash  to  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  SUted  Clerk's 

expenses 13  00 

"  12, 1881.    By  cafih  to  Louis  Markell,  on  loan 133  85 

Aug.  1,  1881.    By  Cash  to  Louis  Markell  in  full  payment  of 

balance  on  loan  and  interest 74  16 

Oct.  19,  1881.    By  balance  in  Treasury 150  84 

11049  73 
Liahilities  of  Synod, 

Stoudenour  Bequest  to  Board  of  Education,  with  interest  from 

December  15,  1880 200  00 

Brechbill   Bequest  to  Churchtown  Pastor,  with   interest  from 

April  2,  1881 200  00 

$400  00 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Lewis  H.  Steiner,  Treaturer, 
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■ 

n.   REPORT  OP  COBfMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  their  report, 
during  the  8e8sion  of  Tuesday  forenoon,  which  was  received  and 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

Your  Committee  on  FiDance  report,  that  they  examined  the  Treaaurer'a 
Report  and  found  it  correct^  with  a  balance  of  $150.84  in  the  Treasury. 

To  meet  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Synod,  and  liabilities  assumed  by 
the  Synod,  at  this  meeting,  your  Committee  suggest  the  following  assessment 
for  contingent  expenses,  assessment  of  the  General  Synod,  and  pledge  to  Mer- 
cersburg  College :  Zion  s  Classis,  Maryland  Classis,  and  Mercersburg  Classis, 
each,  $275.00 ;  Virginia  Classis,  $50.00 ;  and  North  Carolina  Classis,  $30.00. 
Making  $905.00.  < 

To  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster  and  the 
note  of  Mrs.  N.  Fisher,  deceased,  your  Committee  recommend  the  following 
assessments :  Zion's  Classis,  Maryland  Classis,  and  Mercersburg  Classis,  each, 
$325.00;  Virginia  Classis,  $75.00;  and  North  Carolina  Classis,  $50.  Making 
$1100.  Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  Heller,  Chairman. 

In  the  absence  of  any  report  from  the  Board  of  Trusteei  of 
Synod,  Rev.  M.  H.  Sangree,  agent  of  said  Board  to  collect  the 
balance  due  on  loan  eflected  by  the  Board  by  order  of  the  Synod 
several  years  ago,  submitted  the  following  report  to  fhe  Synod, 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  to  wit : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  PotomoA : 

As  agent  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  appointed  by  your  body  at  the  Synod  of 
Winchester,  A.  D.  1875,  for  the  securement  of  the  Two  Thousand  Dollar 
Loan  for  the  relief  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board,  the  under- 
signed would  report,  that  he  has  been  unable  to  make  any  collections  within 
the  past  year,  but  hopes  to  be  able  to  pay  over  to  the  Synod  one  hundred  dol- 
lars within  the  current  year. 
Kespectfully  submitted, 

M.  H.  Sangbee,  Ag€nt. 

At  the  election  for  .members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod, 
Elder  J.  Taylor  Motter  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Synod  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOABD  OF  TBU8TEES  AND  TEBMS  OF  SEBVICE. 

,  Elder  J.  Taylor  Motter 

Rev.  J.  T.  Rossilter  .    . 

Elder  Louis  Markel   . 

H.  Wirt  Shriver 

Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich 


[ARTICLE  XVI. 

'appeals  and  beferenceb. 
Nothing  occurred^under  this  head. 


.  .  .  5  years  .  . 

.  .  January  1,  1887 

.  .  .4  *»   .  . 

.  .  January  1,  1886 

.  .  .3  '•   .  . 

.  .  January  1,  1885 

.  .  .  2  •'   .  . 

.  .  January  1,  1884 

.  .   1  "   .  . 

.  .  January  1,  1883. 
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ARTICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINTS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minuter  of  Classes,  under  item  9, 
reported  a  complaint  to  Synod  by  the  Rev.  A.  Wanner,  against  the 
action  of  Zion  s  Classis  in  dividing  his  pastoral  charge.  The 
Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  items  2  and  7,  report 
overtures  to  Synod  on  the  same  subject.  The  matter  was  referred 
to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  S  Kieffer,  J.  M. 
Titzel,  Dr.  Staley,  and  Elders  W .  Dice  and  E.  Williard,  to  ex- 
amine whether  or  not  the  Comiplaint  be  in  order,  and  if  found  in 
order,  report  an  order  of  trial.  The  Committee  reported,  on  Monday 
evening,  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  to  wit: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Complaint  of  Rev.  A.  Wanner 
againnt  certain  action  of  Zion*R  Classis,  would  respectfully  report,  that  having 
examined  the  papers  placed  in  their  hands  relating  to  said  Complaint,  they 
have  found  it  to  be  in  order,  and  accordingly  recommend  the  following  pro- 
vision for  the  hearing  and  settling  of  it : 

1.  That  the  hearing  of  this  Complaint  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
morning,  immediately  after  the  opening  of  Synod. 

2.  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  Complaint  be  read. 

3.  That  twenty  minutes  be  allowed  to  the  Complainant,  and  afterwards  to 
the  Clam*is,  for  the  presentation  respectively  of  the  Complaint  and  defence. 

4.  That,  tnereupon,  the  vote  be  taken,  in  the  usual  way,  without  any  debate. 

Respectfully  submitted,  J.  S.  Kieffer,  Uuiirman, 

Rev.  Dr.  Kieffer  was  recognized  as  the  attorney  of  the  Classis  in 
the  case.  At  the  appointed  time  the  Complaint  was  taken  up. 
On  motion,  the  Complaint  was  sustained.  A  special  committee, 
consisting  of  Revs.  J  M.  Titzel,  Dr.  Sautee,  T.  i.  Hoffmeier,  and 
Elders  G.  Harbaugh  and  A.  Raab,  was  appointed  to  give  an  ex- 
planation of  the  sense  of  Synod's  action  in  sustaining  the  Complaint 
This  committee  subsequently  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  report  the  effect  of  the  sustaining  of  the  Com- 
plaint beg  leave  to  report,  that  this  action  ban  made  the  action  of  the  Classic  as 
regards  the  reconstruction  of  the  Rev.  A.  Wanner's  pastoral  charge  null  and  void. 
Renpectfully  submitted,  .  J.  M.  Titzel,  Chairman, 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-school  Board  submitted  its  annual  report  to  the 
Synod,  during  the  session  of  Friday  morning,  which  was  received, 
and  its  consideration  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday 
afternoon  at  three  o'clock.     The  Report  is  as  follows  : 

REPORT    OF    SUNDAY-SCHOOL    BOARD. 

The  great  and  growing  importance  of  the  Sunday-school  interest  in  our 
Church  should  challenge  from  this  Synod  careful  considt^^ ration,  earnest  dis- 
cussion, and  wise  and  wholesome  legislation.    In  our  time,  the  Sunday-school 
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is  ft  prominent  agent  in  the  spiritual  training  of  the  younK>  and  it  behooves 
the  Church  to  see  to  it  that  the  instruction  coming  from  this  source  is  suited 
and  answerable  for  the  end  in  view.  Chief  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
lessons  and  helps  which  are  needed  to  carry  forward  the  instruction  of  the 
children  and  to  indoctrinate  them  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible.  These  should 
be  the  veir  best  which  the  talent  of  the  Church  can  supply.  In  an  average 
Sunday-school,  there  is  found  material  for  at  least  two  grades,  calling  for  les- 
sons and  helps  which  are  suited  to  them,  and  the  Church  should  see  to  it  that 
these  wants  are  properly  met,  and  the  Board  would  call  the  special  attention 
of  this  Synod  to  this  interesting  point  in  our  Sunday-school  work. 

The  Board  arranged  the  following  programme,  with  topics  and  the 
speakers  to  open  the  discussions :  Topic  I.  1.  The  qualifications  necessary 
for  a  successful  Sunday-school  teacher;  2.  How  to  prepare  the  lesson;  3.  The 
best  method  to  teach.  Speakers,  Kevs.  J.  M.  Titzel  and  B.  B.  Camahan. 
Topic  II.  1.  The  series  of  Sunday-school  lessons — international  or  indepen- 
dent 7  2.  In  what  way  should  the  lessons  be  prepared,  so  as  best  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  school  and  promote  its  prosperity  ?  For  the  discussion  of  the 
first  topic,  the  Board  would  ask  this  body  to  set  apart  Friday  evening,  and 
would  recommend  that  the  second  topic  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Fri- 
day afternoon. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  reports  the  amount  of  $50.00  in  hand. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Santee,  PrendenL 

Friday  evening  was  set  apart  as  the  time  for  holding  the  usual 
Sunday-school  anniversary,  at  which  time  the  first  topic  was  dis- 
cussed, as  asked  for  by  the  Board.  At  the  designated  hour,  on  Friday 
afternoon,  the  second  topic  was  taken  up  by  the  Synod,  and  dis- 
cussed until  the  hour  for  adjournment  arrived,  without  disposing  of 
it.  After  further  discussion  of  it,  during  part  of  the  sessions  of 
Saturday  morning  and  Monday  morning,  the  subject  was  disposed 
of  by  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Besolvtdy  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Synod,  that  the  Les-aons  used  in  the 
Sunday-schools  of  our  Church  should  be  in  harmony  with  the  order  of  the 
Church  Year. 

At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  different  Boards  of  the 
Synod,  Rev.  B.  R  Camahan  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Sunday- 
school  Board  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  Rev.  F.  F.  Bahner  for 
two  years. 

HEMBEBS   OF   THE   SUNDAY-SCHOOL   BOARD    AND    TERMS    OP    SERVICE. 

Rev.  B.  R.  Camahan 5  years October,  1886. 

"    Dr.  Zieber 4      "      "        1886. 

Elder  G.  S.  Griffith 3     "      «       1884. 

Rev.  F.  F.  Bahner  ......  2      *'      "       1883. 

"    Dr.  Santee 1      "      "       1882. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

CHURCH  OOVERNMENT. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  under  item  4, 
reported  a  request  from  the  Zion*s  Classis,  asking  for  a  division  of 
said  Classis  into  three  Classes.   On  motion,  the  request  was  granted. 
4 
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It  was  ordered,  that  the  following  ministers,  together  with  the  fol- 
lowing pastoral  charges  form  and  constitute  the  Gettysburg  Gassis, 
to  wit:  Revs.  W.  K.  Zieber,  D.D.,  J.  D.  Zehring,  M.  Kieffer,  D.D., 
A.  J.  Heller,  J.  Kretzing,  W.  D.  Lefevre,  S.  F.  Laurj,  D.  U.  Wolff. 
H.  Hilbish,  W.  E.  Krebs,  and  D.  N.  Dittmar,  and  the  pastoral 
charges  of  Gettysburg,  Conowago,  Christ  Church,  Abbottstowo, 
Littlestown,  and  East  Berlin  in  Adams  county,  and  Hanover, 
Emanuel's,  and  Manheim  in  York  county.  It  was  also  ordered, 
that  the  following  ministers,  together  with  the  following  pastoral 
charges,  form  and  constitute  the  Cur  lisle  Classia,  to  wit :  Kevs.  W. 
R.  H.  Deatrich,  F.  S.  Lindaman,  G.  W.  Glessner,  D.  D.,  U.  H. 
Heilman,  J.  M.  Mickly,  A.  H.  Kreraer,  D.D.,  G.  E.  Addams,  and 
H.  T.  Spangler  and  the  pastoral  charges  of  Carlisle,  Mechauicsburg, 
Newburg,  and  Sulphur  Spring  in  Cumberland  county,  and  New 
Bloomfield,  Landisburg,  Zion's,  and  Duncannon,  and  St.  Andrew's 
congregation  in  Perry  county.  /The  Zion*s  Classis  to  consist  of  the 
remaining  ministers  and  pastoral  charges  of  the  Classis. 

Revs.  J.  M.  Titzel,  J.  W.  Santee,  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,and  Elders  W. 
Dice  and  A.  Raab  were  appointed  a  special  committee  to  name  the 
place,  time,  and  individuals  to  preside  at  the  organizations  of  the 
new  Classes.  This  committee  reported  as  follows,  which  was 
received  and  adopted : 

Your  CommiKee,  appointed  to  make  arrangementfl  for  the  organization  of 
the  new  Claspes,  whicli  Synod  has  foriueci  out  of  the  territory  of  Zion's  Classis, 
beg  leave  to  report  the  following  for  adoption  : 

Besolvedy  That  the  division  go  into  effect  immediately  after  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Zion's  ClaFsin. 

Resolved,  That  the  Gettysburg  Classis  meet  for  organization  in  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  on  Wednepday  evening,  June  14th,  1832,  at  8  o'clock,  and  that  the  Rev. 
Dr.  KieflTer  preside. 

RisoUed,  That  the  Carlisle  Classis  meet  for  organization  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  June  14th,  1882,  at  8  o'clock,  and  that  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Kremer  preside. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  M.  TiTZEL,  Chairman. 


The  General  Synod  having  announced  that  the  amendment  to 
the  Constitution,  allowing  each  District  Synod  to  determine  the 
basis  and  mode  of  representation  of  the  Classes  in  the  District 
Synods,  had  been  constitutionally  adopted,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Resohedt  That  whenever  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  shall  meet  as  a  delegat«d 
body,  the  ratio  of  representation  of  the  Cla^ises  constituting  the  Sjnod  shall  be 
on  the  basis  of  one  minister  and  one  elder  for  everv  four  mi^iisiers  enrolled, 
and  fractional  part  thereof. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk,  in 
reference  to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Eighth  Annual 
meeting  of  Synod,  and  was  adopted  : 
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REPORT  ON   PUBLISHINO   MINUTES. 

The  underi^igned  bees  leave  to  report,  that  he  had  two  thousand  copies  oi 
the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Sjrnod  printed 
and  bound  in  pamphlet  form,  according  to  instructions,  and  distributed  them 
agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  in  the  case.  The  Minutes  number  nine 
pages  more  than  those  of  the  previous  year,  and  cost  $135.00 — which  is  the 
same  per  page  as  those  of  the  former  year.  The  work  was  done  by  the 
Beformed  Church  Publication  Board,  as  directed. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  thousand  copies  of 
the  Minutes  of  the  present  sessions,  duly  authenticated,  printed,  and 
to  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 


I.    ANNUAL    REPORT    OP    THE    REFORMED    CHURCH    PUBLICATION 

BOARD. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board 
was  received,  and  having  been  read,  was  referred  to.the  Standing 
Committee  on  Publication.    The  Report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  from  August  Ist,  1880,  to 

July  Slst,  ^SSl. 

To  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  the  Potomac  and  Pittsburgh,  the 
Bourd  of  Publication  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  report : — 

The  Board  during  the  year  lias  held  one  special  and  three  regular  meet- 
ings. At  each  due  attention  was  given  to  the  interests  entrusted  to  their 
charge.  It  ttikes  great  pleasure  in  reporting  a  continued  improvement  in  its 
aflfairs.  In  all  of  the  departments  there  has  been  an  increase  of  receipts,  and 
in  the  case  of  some  of  the  Periodicals — as  last  year — the  increase  lias  been 
very  decided.  Only  two  of  the  latter  have  suffered  a  decrease  in  the  number 
of  subscribers,  viz. : — Tfie  Reformed  Quarterly,  to  the  number  of  27,  and  the 
monthly  ChilcCa  Treasury^  to  the  number  of  490,  less  than  last  year,  whilst  in 
the  others,  the  increase  over  all  discontinuances  is  very  considerable,  showing 
a  gradual  and  permanent  gain.  The  following  is  the  excess  of  additions  over 
discontinuances  ii^each  case  :  Messenger^  276 ;  Ouardianj  249  ;  Child's  Treasury, 
(semi-monthly),  674;  iSunsAtn^,  932 ;  and  Lesson  Papers,  17 (5S.  In  the  case 
of  the  Messenger  it  may  be  remembered  that  the  number  of  subscribers  it  now 
has,  is  for  the  double  sheet  alone,  so  that  in  comparing  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers with  that  of  last  year,  we  find  the  increase  is  all  told  a  small  fraction 
over  one  thousand  (1000).  Also  in  the  case  of  the  Child*s  Treasury^  whilst 
there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  subscribers  for  the  Monthly t  there 
has  been  a  corresponding  increase  in  those  of  the  Semimonthly. 

In  the  Book  Department,  as  a  whole,  there  is  an  improvement.  There 
seems  to  be  a  more  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  ministers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  to  give  it  their  patronage.  And  this  they  certainly  owe 
to  it,  since  it  is  the  establishment  of  the  Church,  and,  that  not  for  the  benefit 
pecuniarily  of  any  particular  individuals,  but  for  that  of  the  Church.  There 
13  still,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  too  many  to  give  their 
patronage  to  outside  parties  and  ignore  altogether  the  claims  of  their  own 
rublicaiion  House.  The  Board  would  here  emphatically  reiterate  the  fact, 
that  it  has  the  ability  and  facilities  for  supplying  any  book  or  books  at  the 
same  rates  at  which  they  can  be  had  at  any  other  house.     Nothing,  verily,  is 
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sayed  to  the  parties  thus  givine  their  orders  to  other  houses,  whilst  it  is  that 
much  gain  to  our  own  house,  if  they  fayor  it  with  them.  During  the  jear* 
31.850  copies  of  books,  <&c.,  were  printed  for  this  department 

The  usual  Committee  to  whom  is  assigned  the  special  duty  of  taking  an  ac- 
count of  stock  and  inyestigating  the  financial  condition  of  the  establishment, 
was  appointed.  They  attended  to  their  duty  and  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  adopted : — 

"  Brethren  of  the  Board  of  PuhliccUion  : 

"  Your  Ck)mmittee  appointed  to  take  account  of  stock  and  report  upon 
the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Board*  respectfully  offer  the  following.  We 
find  the  Book  department  in  good  condition.  We  still  haye  a  considerable 
amount  of  unsaleable  stock  on  hand,  on  much  of  which  we  place  no  estimated 
yalue.  There  is  also  some  of  the  stock  that  has  depreciated  in  yalue,  which 
we  reduced  accordingly  in  our  estimate  of  assets. 

After  throwing  out  all  stock  as  yalueless  upon  which  we  could  not  realize  at 
once,  and  deducting  for  depreciation  of  stock  and  all  bad  or  doubtful  accounts, 

we  find  the  Assets  to  be  in  sum  total $42,949  47 

Real  Estate 35,000  00 

177,949  47 

Liabilities, $34,434  48 

Mortgage,* 20,000  00 

54,434  48 

Excess  of  assets $23,514  99 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  our  expenses  are  now  fully  within  our 
own  income,  and  that  the  prospects  are,  we  will  be  able  gradually  to  reduce 
our  liabilities  eyen  after  paying  the  heayy  amount  of  interest  to  be  met  an- 
nually on  mortgage  and  loans. 

All  our  Periodicals  are  now  self-sustaining,  and  some  of  them  pay  a  hand- 
some profit,  which  meets  the  interest  account. 

The  wholesale  department  of  the  Book  Store  is  also  paying  well,  but  the 
retail  department  falls  considerably  short  of  expenses,  if  we  count  reasonable 
rent  for  store  room  on  second  floor. 

Through  the  energy  of  our  attorney,  Daniel  H.  Wingerd,  Esq.,  a  large 
amount  has  been  collected  on  old  accounts.  We  heartily  recommend  that  the 
ffood  work  be  continued  without  respect  to  persons,  until  all  the  old  accounts 
be  collected  up. 

The  outlook  is  very  encouraging,  if  the  Synods  will  allow  us  to  go  forward 
in  our  own  way,  and  our  ministers  and  members  will  give  us  their  confidence 
and  patronage. 

J.  W.  Love,         "j 

A.  B.  WiNGEBD,     >  Committee. 

Geo.  Gelbach,     J 

Whilst  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  to  report  thus  encouragingly  of  the 
interests  under  its  charge,  it  is  made  to  have  feelings  of  sadness,  when  it 
here  chronicles  the  fact  that  ere  its  present  financial  year  had  reached  its 
close,  its  Superintendent  and  Treasurer,  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.D.,  was 
stricken  down  in  the  midst  of  his  labors,  and  called  up  higher.  Though 
death  met  him  far  from  his  home  and  the  scene  of  his  many  years  labor  for 
the  Church,  he  fell  at  his  post  of  duty.  It  may  well  be  said,  that  the  present 
encouraging  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  Board,  is  mainly  owing  to  his  un- 
tiring energy  and  pronounced  business  qualifications,  not  to  say,  to  his  life- 
long devotion  and  unselfish  interest  in  the  Publication  affairs  of  the  Church 
he  loved  so  well,  and  for  which  he  labored  so  abundantly.  Verily,  the  Church 
will  never  know  how  much  he  has  done  and  sacrificed  in  this  particular,  and 
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owes  him  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  for  whatever  she  has  to-day  in  the  way  of 
Publication  interests.  He  closed  his  earthly  career  in  the  72d  year  of  his 
age,  on  Whitsunday  (June  5th),  1881»  in  Tiffin,  Ohio^  whither  he  had  gone  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod.  His  remains  were  borne  to  Cham- 
bersburg,  and  deposited  in  the  Cemetery  of  the  Reformed  Church,  alongside 
of  beloved  dead,  there  to  await  the  resurrection  mom. 

Immediately  upon  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  its  Superintendent 
and  Treasurer,  the  Board,  at  the  call  of  its  President,  met  at  its  rooms  in 
special  session,  June  16,  1881.  It  recognized  the  life  and  character  of  its 
late  Superintendent  and  Treasurer,  by  adopting  the  following  minute  : — 

The  Board  of  Publication  has  heard  with  profound  sorrow  of  the  death 
of  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.^  in  Tiffin,  O.,  on  Whitsunday.  His  intimate 
and  long  continued  association  with  the  Church  has  endeared  and  familiarised 
him  to  the  great  body  of  its  members,  and  his  intimate  and  cherished  relations 
with  this  Board  ^ined  for  him  the  confidence  and  love  of  all  who  compose  it. 
Identified  with  the  ministry  of  his  Church  for  nearly  fifty  (50)  years,  and 
connected  with  its  Publication  interests  for  more  than  forty  (40)  years,  the 
Church  most  sensibly  felt  and  keenly  appreciated  his  usefulness  as  pastor, 
preacher,  editor  and  manager  of  its  publications.  Even  **  in  a  good  old  age/' 
'*  his  eye  was  not  dim,  nor  his  natural  force  abated."  **  He  died  in  his  har- 
ness,'' while  engaged  upon  an  important  work  for  the  Church,  which,  if  he 
had  been  spared  to  complete,  would  have  crowned  his  life  of  useful  industry. 

''  As  a  shock  of  corn  cometh  in  his  season/'  has  he  been  gathered  by  the 
Great  Harvester  to  his  eternal  reward.  '*  Neither  shall  his  place  know  him 
any  more  on  earth,"  but  on  the  records  of  the  Church,  and  in  the  hearts  of  its 
members,  his  memory  shall  be  unfading.  Where  dwell  the  just  made  perfect, 
is  the  spirit  of  our  dead  brother  and  fnend. 

The  Board  at  the  same  time  requested  the  Rev.  T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  to  fill 
the  place  of  Synodical  Editor  of  the  Eastern  Synod,  made  vacant  bv  the  death 
of  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synotf. 

The  Board  also  appointed  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  who  had  bieen  his  Other's 
assistant  for  the  past  fifteen  months,  as  its  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  until 
ih»  meeting  of  Synods.  Hence  the  buisiness  of  the  Board  has  gone  on  without 
any  interruption  and  with  usual  care  and  attention,  as  the  annual  statement 
accompanying  this  report  will  show. 

The  Board,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Board,  has  been  able  to  collect  a  goodly  portion  of  its  outstanding  dues,  and 
in  this  particular  much  is  due  to  the  Attorney  of  the  Board,  Daniel  H. 
Wingerd,  Esq.  The  Board  has  directed  the  Superintendent  to  push  the  mat- 
ter of  collections,  so  as  to  bring  its  business  more  and  more  to  a  cash  basis. 

The  General  Agent,  H.  K.  Binkley,  has  met  with  signal  success  in  adding 
to  the  number  of  subscribers  to  **  The  Messenger"  during  the  year.  The 
Board  asks  for  him  the  earnest  and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  brethren  of 
the  Church,  whose  charges  he  may  visit  from  time  to  time  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  work  he  has  undertaken — a  work  that  concerns  the  whole  Church. 

The  Board  during  the  year  accepted  the  resignation  of  Rev.  A.  C.  Whit- 
mer,  as  Editor  of  the  "  Child's  Treasury"  and  appointed  Rev.  R.  L.  Gerhart, 
as  his  successor,  who  has  already  entered  on  his  auties. 

The  Board  has  resolved  to  issue  during  the  coming  year,  two  (2)  grades  of 
Lesson  Papers — Advanced  and  Primary.  In  order  to  have  a  uniform  and 
•aUsfactory  series  of  Lessons  and  Comments  for  the  Church,  the  Board 
would  respectfully  ask  the  Synods  to  allow  it  to  see  to  the  editing  and  prepara- 
tion of  the  same  for  the  coming  year. 

At  the  Special  Meeting  of  the  Board  held  last  June,  it  was  informed  of  the 
disposal  made  by  its  late  Superintendent  and  Treasurer,  in  his  last  will  and 
Testament,  of  his  original  investment  and  Idvances  as  Treasurer,  viz. :  "  that 
if  the  Board  so  wished,  $15,000.00  of  the  sum  total  should  remain  for  the  use 
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of  the  Board  for  15  jeani,  provided,  good  security  should  be  given  for  ila 
payment  at  the  end  of  that  period  and  that  the  interest  be  regularly  paid."  The 
Board  by  way  of  arriving  at  a  settlement  with  the  Executor  of  the  Estate — 
as  to  the  actual  amount  due  said  estate,  found  it  to  be — up  to  June  16ih,  1881, 
principal  and  interest,  117,886.66. 

In  the  same  will,  the  late  Superintendent,  devises  to  the  Board  of  Publica- 
tion, the  Stereotype  plates  and  Ck)pyrights  of  his  books  published  by  the 
Board,  viz.:  **  Exercises  on  Heidelberg  Catechism,*'  '*  Heidelberg  Catechism 
Simplified,"  and  **  Family  Assistant.'' 

Among  the  liabilities  of  the  Board  were  two  notes  amounting  to  $2,900.00, 
held  by  the  Estate  of  Mrs.  N.  Fi.^her,  dec'd,  of  which  Hon.  John  Cepsna  is 
Administrator.  The  Administrator  having  informed  the  Board  by  letter  that  it 
was  his  desire  to  settle  up  the  estate  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Board  made  pro- 
visions for  the  immediate  payment  of  the  same,  by  making  a  loan  through  a 
note  for  four  (4)  months,  thrown  in  bank,  endorsed  by  individual  members  of 
the  Board.  The  Board  would  respectfully  request  the  Synods  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  providing  the  Board  with  funds  sufficient  to  cancel  the  loan 
thus  made  when  it  becomes  due,  in  the  usual  proportions  from  each  Synod. 

The  term  of  service  of  D.  W.  Gross,  one  of  the  Trustees  from  the  Synod 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Love,  from  the  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burgh, will  expire  on  Jan.  Ist,  1882.  Hence  it  will  devolve  upon  these  two 
Synods  to  fill  the  vacancies  that  will  thus  occur  in  the  Board  at  their  Annual 
Seesions.  D.  W.  Gross,  PreaidetU. 

Chas.  G.  Fisher,  Secretary  pro  tern, 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  27th,  1881. 

II.  REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATION. 

The  Standing  Committeee  on  Publication  reported,  during  the 
session  of  Monday  evening,  their  report  being  received,  considered 
item  bj  item,  and  then  adopted  as  a  whole.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

Your  Standing  Committee  on  Publication  would  offer  the  following  report. 

We  have  had  placed  in  our  hands  but  one  document,  namely,  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board,  which  we  have  carefully 
considered,  and  in  reference  to  which  we  ofl'er  the  following  resolutions,  as 
covering  the  action  required  by  this  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  rejoice  at  the  encouraging  prospects  and  the 
favorable  financial  showing  of  the  Board,  at  this  time,  as  presented  in  its  an- 
nual  report. 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Claspes,  ministers  and  elders 
within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  to  make  every  effort  to  introduce  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Board  as  speedily  as  po:isible  into  all  the  families  of  the 
Church. 

Resolvedy  That  we  earnestly  commend  the  book-store  of  the  Board  to  the 
patronage  of  our  ministers  and  people. 

Resolvedj  Tliat  whilst  this  Synod  would  have  preferred  to  continue  the 
arrangements  heretofore  existing  between  the  three  Synods,  in  regard  to  the 
preparation  of  Sunday-School  Le*=6ons  and  Comments  for  the  use  of  our 
Church,  yet  we  acquiesce  in  the  overture  of  the  Board,  allowing  them  to  see 
to  the  preparation  of  these  Lessons  themselves,  but  hoping  that  in  doing  so 
they  will  have  due  regard  to  the  express  wishes  of  this  Synod  in  regard  to  the 
nature  and  character  of  these  Lesfions. 

Resolved  J  That  we  recognize  in  thfe  death  of  the  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.D.,  the 
late  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  a  mysterious  Providence,  and 
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a  sad  bereavernent  to  our  Church,  I  hat  we  are  grateful  to  the  divine  Head  of 
the  Church  for  the  eininent  services  rendered  to  our  Reformed  Zion  by  the 
departed  servant  of  God,  and  that  we  Bhall  ever  cherish  his  name  and 
memory  as  a  precious  legacy  to  the  Church. 

JResolvedj  That  this  Synod  has  no  suggestions  to  offer  in  regard  to  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  Board  to  the  estate  of  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  deceased,  but  leaves 
this  matter  entirely  to  the  management  of  the  Board. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  assume  $1000.00  of  the  amount  due  by  the  Board 
to  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Naomi  Fisher,  deceased,  and  that  this  amount  be  appor- 
tioned  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  among  the  several  Classes  composing  the 
Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Rupp,  Chairman. 

The  following  resolution  was  subsquently  adopted: 

Resolvcdy  That  this  Synod  approves  of  the  election  of  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher  by 
the  Board  of  Publication  as  its  Superintendent  and  Treasurer. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under 
item  15,  the  continuance  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  and  publish, 
conjointly  with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  an  edition  of"  Hymns  for  the 
Reformed  Church,"  with  rww«ic,— with  special  instructions  to  have 
the  same  published  at  the  earliest  practicable  time. 

The  Committee,  through  its  chairman,  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac: 

Your  Committee  on  muflic  for  the  new  Hymn-book  has  finished  its  work  so 
far  as  the  selection  of  music  is  concerned ;  and  by  a  joint-session  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  two  Synods,  the  whole  work  could  be  soon  ready  for  the  hands 
of  the  printer.  Such  a  joint-session  was  suggeMted,  but  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S.  thought  it  would  be  time  lost  to  hold 
such  a  BCRsion  before  the  General  Synod  had  met  and  acted  upon  the  whole 
subject.  The  General  Synod  has  met,  and  your  committee  deems  it  proper 
now  to  leave  the  decision  of  what  shall  be  done  to  the  Synod  itself.  If  the 
Synod  so  directs,  the  committees  can  go  on  and  publish  the  work  and  furnish 
it  to  the  Synod  within  the  coming  Sy nodical  year.  If  the  Synod,  however, 
desire  to  throw  the  whole  matter  into  the  hands  of  the  General  Synod,  this 
report  can  be  regarded  as  final,  and  the  committee  discharged.  Whatever 
action  may  be  taken,  it  would  be  well  to  infqrm  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S.,  to 
secure  if  possible  its  concurrence. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  E.  HiQBEE,  Chairman. 

[^  P.  S. — Potomac  Synod  in  ace.  with  E.  E.  Hiqbee,  Chairman. 

DR. 

To  1  trip  to  Frederick 13  50 

"  Lancaster 6  50 

Total 110  GO 

On  motion,  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  ordered  to  pay  the  bill  of 
expenses. 
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MEMBERS    OF    THE    PUBLICATION    BOARD    AND    TERMS    OF    SEBYICE. 

Elder  Goldsboro  S.  Griffiili   ...  2  years 1883. 

Adam  B.  Wingerd  ....  1  year 1882. 


•t 


ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

During  the  session  of  Monday  forenoon,  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Nominations  presented  their  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  was  instructed  to  have 
two  hundred  tickets  of  these  nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Synod,  and  the  election  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
evening,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  At  the  time  designated  the 
election  took  place.  Kevs.  N.  H.  Skyles  and  H.  S.  Garner,  and 
Elders  E.  Williard  and  J.  Seibert  were  appointed  tellers,  who 
received  the  ballots,  counted  the  votes,  and  furnished  the  President 
with  the  result  of  the  election.  This  result  will  be  found  elsewhere, 
in  connection  with  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  Reports  of  the  Boards 
of  JSducation,  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College,  Missions,  Trustees 
of  Synod,  and  Sunday-schools. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  5,  reported  a 
statement  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  from 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and  the  Superintendent, 
presenting  the  condition  and  wants  of  said  institution.  The  item 
was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  W.  Rupp, 
A.  J.  Whitmore,  R.  R.  Smith,  and  Elders  J.  R  Lantz  and  G.  L. 
Freet.  This  committee,  during  the  session  of  Tuesday  morning, 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted, 
viz. : — 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE  ON   BETHANY   ORPHANS*    HOME. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Annual  Statement  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  would  re-^pectfully  report, 
that  they  have  examined  said  statement,  and  find  that  the  Home  is  in  a  pros- 
perous condition.  The  last  cash  payment  of  $4000.00  was  made  during  the 
year,  leaving  now  only  a  floating:  debt  of  $2800.00.  The  number  of  orphans  in 
the  Home  at  present  is  66.  The  farm  connected  with  the  Home  has  yielded 
encouraging  crops.  But  the  Board  regrets  that  the  contributions  to  the  Home, 
during  the  past  year,  were  not  as  large  as  in  previous  years,  in  consequence  of 
which  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  fatherle-ss  applicants  can  be  received. 

Your  committee  would  offer  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : 

Resolved,  That  we  renewedly  commend  the  cause  of  the  orphans  to  the  cha- 
rity and  benevolence  of  our  people. 

Resolvedy  That  Sunday-schools,  and  congregations,  within  the  bounds  of  this 
Synod,  are  requested  to  donate  their  Christmas  offerings  to  Bethany  Orphans* 
Home.  Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Rupp,  Chairman, 

The  following  preamble  and  re3olution  were  reiterated  : 
Whereas,  The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Ministers  and  the 
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Widows  of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Charch  is  a  subject  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance and  interest  to  the  ministry ;  and 

Whereas,  Disabled  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers  are  multiplying 
annually;  therefore, 

Resolvedy  That  the  Synod  commends  this  Society  to  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  the  churches,  and  requests  the  Classes  within  its  hounds  to  order  a  col- 
lection for  the  benefit  of  the  Society  to  be  lifted  in  our  churches,  on  or  about 
the  third  Sunday  in  June  next 

On  motion,  the  several  Classes  and  pastoral  charges  of  the  Synod, 
still  delinquent  in  their  apportionments  for  the  Washington  Mission 
Chapel,  were  earnestly  urged  to  take  immediate  steps  to  raise  and 
pay  over  the  several  amounts  apportioned  on  them  and  still  remain- 
ing unpaid. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  in  answer  to  the  request  of 
Rev.  H.  Miller,  contained  in  item  10  of  the  Committee  on  Over- 
tures : 

Beaolvedy  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Synod,  that  the  manner  of  raising  funds 
for  congregational  and  benevolent  purposes  should  be  left  to  the  judgment  of 
pastors  and  consistories. 


An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  was  laid  upon  each  member 
of  Synod  to  meet  the  necessary  incidental  expenses  of  the  sessions 
of  the  Synod.  Elders  E.  Williard,  C.  A.  Shultz,  and  A.  Kieifer 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  said  assessment.  The  com- 
mittee reported  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  to  collect  the  assessment  upon  each 
member  of  Synod,  begs  leave  to  report,  that  the  duty  has  been  attended  to,  the 
amount  collected  being  $31.00,  which  has  been  handed  over  to  the  pastor  loci, 
as  directed  by  the  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  Williard,  Chairman. 


In  regard  to  the  requests  of.  the  Portland-Oregon  Classis,  con- 
tained in  items  7  and  8  of  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  Classes,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Resolvedf  That  the  Synod  cannot  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Portland- 
Oregon  Classis,  to  establish  a  German  Professorship  in  the  Theological  Semi- 
nanr  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  at  present. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Synod  cannot  release  the  Portland  Oregon  Classis  from 
paying  the  very  small  apportionment  of  only  $25.00,  believing  as  we  do  that 
mission  congregations  ought  to  contribute  something,  however  small  it  may 
be,  to  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  Church. 

Revs.  C.  Cort,  M.  L.  Firor,  C.  J.  Musser,  H.  T.  Spangler,  and 
J.  David  Miller  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  the  proceed- 
ings of  Synod  for  the  public  press.  The  committee  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  to  wit : 

The  committee,  appointed  to  report  for  the  public  preset,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following :  Your  committee  reported  for  ciaily  papers  in  Hagerstown,  Bal- 


58 

timore,  Harrieburg,  Lancaster  and  Altoona  a  full  abBtract  of  important  pro- 
ceedings and  of  many  epeecheji.  Our  expenses  for  postage  and  stationery 
amount  to  $1.40,  which  has  been  paid  out  of  the  special  collection  taken  up 
by  the  Synod. 

KespectfuUy  submitted, 

C.  COBT,  Chaimutn. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  What  is  known  as  Speculative  Life  Insurance  prevails  to  a  great 
extent  over  certain  portions  of  the  territory  embraced  in  this  Synod  ;  and 

Whereas,  Such  business  is  and  can  be  only  evil  in  its  character  and  influ- 
ence, by  its  very  nature  leading,  in  many  cases,  to  murder  in  heart,  and  in 
some  sections  of  our  country  has  led  to  murder  in  deed;  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  warns  all  the  people  committed  to  its  care  against 
engaging  in  this  immoral  traffic. 

Resolved,  That  this  action  be  published  in  the  Messenaer  and  in  the  Christian 
World,  and  that  the  pastors  of  this  Synod  be  requested  to  read  the  same  from 
their  pulpits. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  a  committee  was  appointed  with  power  to 

grant  leave  of  absence,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  Kretzing,  W.  A.  Gring, 

B,  R.  Carnahan,  and  Elders  G.  Rosen  and  H.  Winebrenner.     The 

committee,  just  before  final  adjournment,  reported  as  follows,  which 

was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence  would  report,  that  they  granted  leave 
of  absence  to  the  following  members  of  Synod,  to  wit:  Rev.  C.  F.  Sontag  after 
Friday^s  sessions ;  Rev.  S.  F.  Laury,  and  Elders  G.  S.  Brodbeck  and  E.  D. 
Zimmerman  after  Saturday  morning's  session;  Revs.  Dr.  Miller,  Dr.  Weipz, 
A.  Spangler,  A.  J.  Whitraore,  C.  S.  Slagle,  H.  F.  Long,  and  Elders  G.  Hol- 
linger,  J.  R.  Lantz,  G.  Rosen,  J.  R.  Pague,  C.  A.  Woltman,  and  H.  O.  Neal 
after  Sunday's  services;  Revs.  W.  E.  KreKs,  M.  H.  Sangree,  and  S.  M.  Hench 
after  Monday  morning's  session  ;  Rev.  F  S.  Lindanmn  and  Elders  J.  P.  Reed, 
J.  Bixler,  S.  Omw.ike,  IL  Stine,  D.  Kump,  and  L.  Rinker  after  Monday  after- 
noon's Fcssion;  Rev.  J.  M.  Mickly,  IL  Hilbish,  and  Elders  R.  Kearns  and  J. 
Seibert  after  Monday  eveninjj's  session ;  and  Revs.  J.  Hjisaler,  D.  M.  Whit- 
more,  H.  T.  Spangler,  S.  L.  Whitmore,  and  Elders  S.  Crist,  A.  KiefTer,  L.  H. 
Koch,  and  W.  W.  Lcsh  after  11  o'clock  of  Tuesday  morning's  session. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Kretzing,  Chairman, 


During  Sunday  night  the  Stated  Clerk  became  suddenly  ill,  so 
that  he  was  unable  to  attend  any  of  the  subsequent  sessions  of  the 
Synod.  Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer  was  appointed  Secretary  for  the  ses- 
sions of  Monday  and  Tuesday  forenoon,  filling  the  position  with 
acceptance. 

Elder  John  M.  Hoffman,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  became  dangerously 
ill,  whilst  attending  the  sessions  of  Synod,  and  departed  this  life 
shortly  after  returning  home.  The  Synod  passed  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  has  heard  with  pain  of  the  sudden  and  severe 
sickness  of  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  our  worthy  Stated  Clerk,  and  also  of  Elder 
John  M.  Hoffman ;  and  ihat  wo  hereby  extend  to  them  our  warmest  sympa- 
thies and  hearty  Christian  wishes  and  prayers  for  their  speedy  and  coniplete 
recovery. 


59 
ARTICLE  XXII. 

MINISTERIAL   NECROLOGT. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology,  appointed  at 
the  last  annual  meeting,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted : 

Your  committee  begs  leave  to  present  the  following  report : — During  the 
past  Synodical  year  but  one  of  our  number  has  been  removed  by  the  hand  of 
death  from  earth  to  heaven.  Rev.  John  IF.  Sykes,  of  the  Mercersburg  Cla«wip, 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  departed  this  life  on  the  10th  day  of  November 
last,  less  than  a  month  after  the  last  meeting  of  the  Potomac  Synod,  whose 
sessions  he  attended,  and  in  whose  deliberations  he  took  an  active  part.  He 
died  at  the  hous»e  of  one  of  his  elders,  with  whom  he  was  tarrying  for  a  night, 
and  was  buried  on  the  13th  of  November.  Brother  Sykes  was  a  native  of 
Yorkshire,  England,  and  born  of  Christian  parents,  November  5th,  1834.  His 
age  was  46  years  and  5  days. 

Early  in  life  he  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England.  Soon  after 
attaining  his  majority,  he  emigrated  to  this  country,  and  for  a  time  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Northampton  county,  Pa.  Under  the  ministry  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr. 
Becker,  his  doctrinal  views  underwent  considerable  modification,  and  he 
became  connected  with  the  Reformed  Church.  Desirous  of  consecrating  his 
life  to  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ministry,  in  the  spring  of  1858,  he  was  taken 
under  the  care  of  the  East  Pennsylvania^  Classis,  and  entered  upon  a  course  of 
study  preparatory  to  the  sacred  office,  in  the  Allentown  Seminary,  under  the 
direction  of  Rev.  Wm.  R.  HoflTord,  A.  M.  Here  he  gave  evidence  of  more 
than  ordinary  intellectuality,  and  employed  his  time  to  the  best  advantage. 

In  the  spring  of  1863,  Brother  Spikes  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel,  and 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry,  and  installed  as  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  South  Easton,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1864.  His  second  field  of  labor  was  the 
Somerset  charge,  Somerset  county.  Pa.,  to  which  he  was  called  in  the  spring 
of  1866.  In  1867,  he  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant,  Westmoreland  county.  Pa., 
having  accepted  an  appointment  to  a  professorship  in  Westmoreland  College, 
located  at  that  place.  Subsequently,  on  the  resignation  of  the  President  of 
that  institution,  he  was  elected  to  the  vacant  position.  Here  he  labored  with 
his  usual  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  made  many  sacrifices  in  the  interest  of  educa- 
tion and  the  Church.  In  the  fall  of  1868,  he  removed  to  Martinsburg,  Blair 
county.  Pa.,  having  accepted  a  call  from  that  charge.  On  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1873,  he  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  Woodcock  Valley  charge,  in  Hun- 
tingdon county.  Pa.  In  March,  1877,  he  commenced  his  ministry  in  the 
Greencastle  charge,  from  the  labors  of  which,  it  pleased  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church,  in  His  own  way  and  time,  to  call  His  servant  to  his  rest  and  reward. 

The  ministry  of  Bro.  Sykes  embraces  a  period  of  nearly  eighteen  years,  and 
is  characterized  throughout  by  great  earnestness  and  fidelity.  As  a  preacher 
and  pastor,  he  served  the  people  in  his  several  charges  with  acceptance,  and, 
as  a  conseauence,  his  ministerial  career  was  one  of  usefulness  and  success. 

"  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth  :  Yea,  saith 
the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors ;  and  their  works  do  follow 
them."  Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  S.  Weisz,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

RESUMPTION   AND   CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  moved  and  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  returns  Its  hearty  thanks  to  the 

pastors  and  members  of  Trinity  and  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Churches  of  Wayn 
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boro,  and  other  citizens  of  the  place,  for  having  so  hospitably  entertained  its 
members  and  advisory  members,  during  our  stay  in  their  midst :  and  that 
said  pastors  be  requested  to  read  this  action  to  their  respective  congregations, 
as  well  as  have  it  published  in  the  papers  of  Waynesboro. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  oe  instructed  to  tender  the  thanks  of  this 
Sjnod  to  the  Western  Maryland,  the  Mont  Alto,  the  Baltimore  and  Cumber- 
land Valley,  and  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railroads  for  carrying  the  members 
of  Synod  over  their  respective  roads,  at  reduced  rates. 

The  Synodical  Roll  was  then  called,  and  none  were  found  absent 
without  permission  or  excuse. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  finally  and  approved,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

ARTICLE    XXIV. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  during  the  session  of 
Tuesday  morning,  to  wit : 

Besolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod  be  in  Oenend 
Oonveniion. 

Resolved,  That  when  we  adjourn  finally,  it  be  to  meet  in  Christ  Reformed 
Church  of  Altoona,  Blair  county,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday  evening,  October  11th, 
A.  D.  1882,  at  7  :  30  o'clock. 

The  Synod  adjourned  finally  on  Tuesday  at  noon,  October  25 tb, 
with  repeating  the  Apostles'  Creed,'  joining  in  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
singing  the  doxology,  and  Apostolic  benediction  by  the  President. 

I.  G.  BROWN,  President, 
WM.  M.  DEATKICK,  Staled  Clerk. 

OflScial  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Clerk. 
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